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J^EDIC  ATIONS  in  general 
are  fo  many  facrifices  of 
praife,  laid  upon  an  altar 
erected  for  him  to  whom  they 
are  offered,  at  the  expence  of 
truth,  one  of  the  moft  aimable 
virtues.  All  the  excellencies  of 
human  nature,  which  form  the 
charadteriftic  differences  between 
Vol.  I.  a  good 
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good  and  bad  men,  are  indif- 
criminately  configned  to  him  to 
whofe  honor  the  rite  is  per- 
formed. Hence  a  fad  reverfe 
of  chara<5ters  is  handed  down 
to  pofterity;  and  thofe,  the  re- 
membrance of  whom  Ihould 
have  ended  with  their  Uves, 
ftand  recorded  in  their  deaths 
as  the  diilinguiihed  acStors,  as 
well  as  patrons,  of  all  that  is 
praife-worthy. 

I  know,  Sir,  that  you,  as  well 
as  myfdf,  condemn  fuch  facri- 
ficeS)  and  thofe  who  ofier  them. 

After 
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After  this  declaration  of  the  fenfe 
I  entertain  of  the  general  addref- 
fes  of  this  fort,  I  found  myfelf 
under  no  difficulty  in  applying  to 

you,  THE  FRIEND  OF  Hl/MAN  NA- 
TURE, for  permifiion  to  fend  in- 
to the  world,  under  the  fandtion 
of  your  name,  the  works  of  an 
author,  who,  through  life,  had 
a  ftri(Sfc  claim  to  that  chara<5ter; 
and  whofe  fuhititute,  iince  his 
death,  you  are  in  fome  fort  be- 
come, by  the  alliance  of  one  of 
your  family  with  that  perfon 
whom,  by  the  laft  folemn  a<St  of 

2  his 
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his  life,  he  appointed  his  repre- 
fentative. 

Give  me  leave  to  acknow- 
ledge the  fenfe  I  entertain  of 
your  kindnefs,  in  granting  me 
this  permiflion,  fince  it  fatisfies 
my  feelings  as  to  the  execution 
of  the  truft  committed  to  me  by 
the  author,  of  coUedting  and  fu- 
perintending  the  publication  of 
all  his  works ;  by  warranting  me 
to  do  that,  which,  could  he  have 
foreknown,  would  have  had  the 
fandtion  of  his  higheft  approba- 
tion. 

Having 


DEDICATION,       v 

Having  thus  far  difcharged 
the  truft  repofed  in  me  by  the 
author,  I  cannot  fatisfy,  fo  far 
as  is  in  my  power,  a  debt  of  gra* 
titude  I  owe  to  you,  without 
availing  myfelf  of  this  oppor* 
tunity  to  declare  publicly  (and 
that,  Ltruft,  not  without  an  ho-^ 
jieft  and  becoming  pride)  how- 
much  I  am  bound  to  you  for 
the  kind  and  uninterrupted 
friendfhip  with  which  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  favour  me  thro* 
a  very  long  courfe  of  years; 
an  obligation  which  hath  been 
extended  to  fuch  a  length,  by 
a  3  your 


vi     DEDICATION. 

your  conftant  and  afFe(Slionate 
watchfulnefs  over  a  conftitu- 
tion,  the  exiftence  of  which,  un- 
der Providence,  your  great  pro- 
feflional  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence have  prolonged  far  beyond 
that  period,  which,  froni  the 
infirmities  long  attending  it, 
could  ever  have  been  expected, 
or  hoped  for,  by 

DEAR     8  I  R, 

Your  finecre, 
Affeftionatc, 

And  obliged, 
CHARLES  NALSON  COLE. 
JJmoUs  Im  Fields^ 
Feb,  I,  179Q, 
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WH  E  N  the  amiable  author  of 
thefe  volumes,  by  one  of  the 
laft  adts  of  his   life,   bequeathed  to 
me  all  the   copy-rights  of  what  he 
had  publiftied,  and  configned  to  my 
care  the  literary  papers  which  he  left 
behind   him,    with    a    defire  that  I 
would  collefl:  together  and  fuperin- 
tend  the  publication  of  all  his  works, 
I  confidered  this  truft  as  a  mark  of 
his    confidence,    of  which,   after    a 
friendftiip  between  us  for  near  half  a 
century,  he  thought  me  deferving, 
Imprefled  with  this  fentiment,  from 
gratitude  I  undertook  the  truft  with 
great  pleafure;   in  the  execution  of 
which,  as  far  as  I  could,  I  have  adled 
a  4  precifely 
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precifely  in  the  fame  manner  in  which 
he  would  have  doqe  himfelf,  ha(i  he 
lived,  as  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
from  the  remembrance  I  have  of  ma- 
ny converfations  I  had  with  him  Oft 
this  fubjeft. 

The  poems  written  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life  were  printed  and  pub- 
lifhed  feparately,  in  different  fizes, 
few  or  none  of  which  are  now  to  be 
met  with ;  many  of  them  were  after- 
wards, from  time  to  time,  collected 
and  printed  together,  by  editors  of  fu- 
gitive pieces,  and  monthly  or  annuaj 
coUeftions. 

Mr.  Dodfley  made  a  large  and  jur 
dicious  colleftion  of  works  of  this 
kind,  and  in  his  mifcellany  of  poems 
will  be  found  more  of  thefe  poems 
than  in  any  other  of  the  fame  fort. 

Three  editions  of  his  vy^orks  were 

printed 
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printed  during  his  life,  increafing  in 
jQze  from  time  to  time,  as  detached 
pieces,  piiblifhed  in  the  intervals, 
were  always  added  to  the  new  edi«» 
tion.  The  firft  was  printed  in  a 
thin  fmall  odlavQ ;  the  fecond,  in'two 
fmall  volumes  o(3:avo ;  and  the  third 
andkft  was  printed  in  the  year  1770, 
in  one  large  odtavo  volume,  containing 
much  more  than  either  of  the  former. 
The  name  of  the  author  was  not  put 
to  either  of  thefe  editions;  but  the 
feveral  title-pages  of  the  firft  and  laft 
.contain  an  urn  filled  with  flowers, 
round  which  a  wreath  is  entwined, 
pharged  with  the  motto  to  his  arms, 
"  Ignavis  nunquam''  I  have  colledled 
together  all  his  detached  publications 
fince  the  year  1770,  and  added  them 
to  thofe  contained  in  the  edition  of 
that  year.     Ou  fearching  his  papers, 

large 
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large  as  the  coUedlion  is  which  hft 
left   behind   him,  I    found   not  any 
amongft  them  which,  I  believe,  he 
would  ever  have   publiflied  had  he 
lived,  or  ever  defigned  for  publica- 
tion after  his  death ;  and  except  fome 
fhort  Poems,  an  Effay  on  the  Na- 
tional  Debt,  and  fome  curfory  ob- 
fervations  on  feveral  paflages  in  the 
New   Teftament,    there   is    nothing 
more  in  this  than  what  is  contained 
in  the  laft  edition.   I  have  added  here 
and  there,  at  the  beginning  of  fome 
of  his  poems,  a  (hort  note,  to  which, 
in  general,  though  not  always,  is  af- 
fixed the  letter   E,     The  notes   tQ 
his  profe  works  are  all  added  by  him- 
felf. 

To  this  volume  is  prefixed  a  fhort 
account  of  the  author's  family,  and 
fome  Iketches  of  his  life  and  charac- 
ter. 
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tcr,  which  have  no  pretence  to  any 
merit  but  that  which  is  due  to  truth;- 
for  they  contain  few  or  no  anecdotes^ 
and  are  written  in  a  ftile  in  which  the 
melliti  verborum  globulin  vibrantes  fen^ 
tentiola^  fo  much  admired  in  the 
works  of  fome  modern  authors,  will 
be  found  to  have  no  place. 

If  the  reader  be  not  tired,  and  lay 
the  iketches  alide  before  he  arrives  at 
the  end,  which,  fliort  as  the  journey 
thro*  them  is,  peradventure  may  hap- 
pen, he  will  there  find  an  extradl  from 
the    book   in   which   are    regiftered 
the  burials  in  the  parifli  of  Bottiftiam, 
which  may  make  him  amends  for  the 
patience  he  bath  fhewn,  and  the  fuf- 
ferings  he  may  have  undergone.     He 
*  will  there  be  prefented  with  a  copy 
oi  an  entry  made  in  that  book,  by 
the  Reverend  William  Lort  Manfell, 
hp  M,  who  for  fome  years  before 

had 
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had  been,  and  was  then  in  pofleflion 
of  that  vicarage  as  fequeftrator,  and 
was  Fellow  of  Trinity  College  Cam- 
bridge. 

He  is  public  orator  of  that  Uni- 
verfity,  in  the  difcharge  of  which 
character  he  eminently  excels ;  and 
hath  {hewn,  by  what  he  inferted  in 
the  regiftry,  not  only  his  liberal  an- 
xiety to  do  juftice  to  merit,  but  his 
abilities  to  do  it  in  the  moft  elegant 
manner. 
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SKETCHES,   &c. 

SOAME  JENYNS,  Efq.  the  author 
of  thefe  volumes,  was  born  at  twelve* 
o'clock  at  night,  in  Great  Ormond- 
ftreet,  in  London,  in  the  year  lyoi.  His 
father.  Sir  Roger  Jenyns,  Knt.  was  de- 
fccndcd  from  the  ancient  and  refpedtable 

family 

*  The  hour  of  his  birth  he  often  mentioned; 
(bmetimes  adding,  that,  if  it  were  difficult  to 
aiifver  the  queilion  propofed  in  Aulas  Gellius, 
lib.  iiL  cap.  2.  "  Quseri  folitum  e(l»  qui  nodis 
"  bora  tertia»  quartave,  five  qua  alia  nati  funt, 
*<  uter  dies  natalis  haberi  appellarique  debeat,  isne 
*'  quern  nox  ea  confecuta  eft,  an  qui  dies  noc- 
**  tern  confecutus  e(l»"  it  was  (till  more  diiH-* 
cult  to  afcertain  the  day  of  his  birth ;  and  he  added 
fiirther,  in  his  pleafant  manner,  that  as  that  quef- 
tion  had  not  been  determined,  he  confiderrd  him- 
felf  at  liberty  to  choofe  bis  birth-day,  and  preferring 
the  birth  of  the  year  to  the  day  of  its  death,  he  had 
chofen  New  Year's  Day,  which  in  all  civilized  coun- 
tries was  celebrated  as  a  day  of  general  feftivity.  He 
s  would 
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family  of  the  Jenyns's,  of  Churchill  in 
Somerfetfhirej  one  of  whom,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  by  an 
intermarriage  with  a  coheirefs  of  the 
Rowlet  family,  became  poflcffed  of  Sand- 
ridge  in  the  county  of  Hertford ;  whofe 
defcendant.  Sir  John  Jenyns,  i^zs  created 
by  King  James  a  Knight  of  the  Bath  at 
the  creation  of  Charles  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  was  returned  to  reprefent  the  borough 
of  St.  Alban's,  in  the  fecond  parliament 
holden  after  the  crown  had  defcended  to 
that  prince. 

About  the  middle  of  the  laft  century  a 
younger  branch  of  this  family  fetdcd  in 


would  fay,  likewife,  that  this  circumftance  attend* 
ing  his  birth  made  him  often  laugh  at  the  folemn 
manner  in  which  biographers  recorded  the  events 
that  happened  at  the  birth  of  thofe  whofe  lives  they 
had  written,  as  portentous  of  their  future  deftina- 
tions  or  charadlcrs  in  life ;  for»  though  he  was  bom 
in  the  moment  of  controverfy,  yet,  of  all  fubjcdi 
in  which  the  learned  engaged,  that  was  to  him  the 
mofl  difagreeable. 

Cambridgclhirc, 
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Cambridgefhire,  which  county  was  re-^ 
prcfentcd  in  three  Parliaments  by  John, 
the  elder  brother  of  Sir  Roger. 

Sir  Roger's  refidencc  in  the  country 
was  at  Ely,  in  the  Ifle  of  Ely,  where  he 
ipent  much  of  his  time  in  an  application 
to  thofe  kinds  of  bufinefs  which  render 
gentlemen  who  live  in  the  country  moft 
ierviceable  to  their  neighbours,  and  there- 
by procure  them  that  degree  of  weight 
and  refpedt  which  will  always  attend  on 
fuch  a  charaften  He  was  an  upright, 
knowing,  and  diligent  magiftrate,  a  great 
encourager  of  induftry,  and  at  enmity 
with  vice  and  its  parent  idlenefs ;  a  con* 
ftant  promoter  of  good  and  orderly  go- 
vernment, both  by  precept  and  example^ 
Amongll  other  objedU  of  his  attention 
to  the  interefts  of  the  public,  he  exceed- 
ingly laboured  in  carrying  into  execution 
the  draining  of  the  great  level  of  the 
fens }  went  through  all  the  higher  offices 
in  that  corporation,  which  was  created  by 
an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled  in  the  time 

VoLt  !•  b  of 
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of  Charles  the  Second^  for  that  work>  and 
this  with  great  reputation  to  hicnlelf  and 
advantage  to  the  country. 

In  the  laft  century,  every  mark  of  dif- 
tindHon  from  the  crown  ftamped  a  value 
on  him  who  received  it.  The  ingenuity 
of  oppofitions  to  minifters  had  not,  at 
chat  time,  endeavoured,  by  a  vein  of  ridi- 
cule which  hath  fince  been  adopted  with 
too  much  efieft,  to  lower  and  bring  into 
contempt  the  lefs  honors  of  the  crown; 
and  the  order  of  knighthood  was  then 
efteemed  by  gentlemen  as  a  real  mark  of 
royal  iavour,  and  received  by  them  as 
flich  with  the  profoundeft  gratitude.  This 
honour  was  fometimes  conferred  on  thofe, 
whO|  in  their  reipe£bive  counties,  had  dif- 
tinguiflied  themfelves  by  their  zeal  and 
activity  in  the  diflrift  where  they  rcfidcd, 
when  it  was  openly  attacked  by  riot  and 
diforder ;  at  other  times  it  was  a  reward  for 
a  general  condud,  nunifefting  itfelf  by 
an  exemplary  life^  in  the  performance  of 
fiich  civil  dudes  as  the  re^>edivc  ftadons 
4  i^i 
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in  which  gcndcmcn  were  placed  gave 
dicm  an  opportunity  of  performing.  On 
the  latter  of  thefc  grounds,  this  honor 
was  conferred  on  Roger  Jenyns,  Efq; 
by  his  Majefty  king  William,  at  his  pa- 
lace at  Kenfington,  on  the  ninth  day  of 
January^  1693-4*.  The  mother  of  our 
audior  was  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir 
Peter  Soame,  of  Hayden,  in  the  county  of 
Eflex,  baronets  a  mod  beautiful  woman, 
and  endued  with  an  excellent  underftand- 
ing,  which  (he  had  improved  by  reading, 
much  beyond  M'hat  was  the  faAion  of 
thofe  dmes  in  the  educadon  of  the  daugh* 
tcrs  of  gentlemen :  (he  was  well  in- 
ftruiled  in  the  principles  of  religion, 
which  (he  manifefted  both  by  her  life  and 
in  her  converfation  j  and  thefc  excellen- 
ces were  ftill  heightened  by  the  moft  po- 
lifhed  manners.  As  it  was  the  faJhion 
In  ancient  Rome  to  be  educated  "Non 

*    Londott  Gazette,  from  Jamtmy  tlie  nth  to 
January  tkc  15U1  1693-4,  N^  3556. 


XX  SKETCHSS  OF  THZ  LlfS 

^^  in  cella  emptse  nucricis,  (cd  gremlo  et 
•*  finu  matris  ♦  ^ "  fo  was  our  author 
brought  up,  under  the  care  of  his  excel- 
lent mother,  till  that  time  when  it  be* 
comes  proper  to  take  children  out  of  the 
nurfery,  and  to  confign  the  fiirdier  infti- 
tution  of  them  to  tutors,  whofe  province 
it  is  to  open  to  young  minds  thofe  ftore- 
houfes  of  ancient  learning,  on  which  their 
future  intelledtual  improvements  for  the 
mod  part  depend.  To  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Hill,  introduced  into  the  family  for  that 
purpofe,  (he  furrendered  up  her  charge, 
to  which  (he  had  with  fo  much  diligence 
attended,  that  the  tutor  received  hb  pupil 
pofTeflfed  of  all  that  knowledge,  and 
grounded  with  all  tho(e  principles  of  vir* 
tue  and  religion,  which  at  that  early  pe- 
riod the  infant  mind  is  capable  of,  or 
ought  to  receive. 

Under  the  care  of  Mr.  Hill  he  conti- 
nued fome  time,  who,  after  he  had  taught 

^  Tadd  Dialogos  de  Oratoribus.    Brotier's  edi- 
doi^  qoartQy  Paris,  1771,  voL  hr.  page  151. 

him 
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him  the  firft  rudiments  of  language^  and  of 
fuch  branches  of  knowledge  as  were  proper 
for  his  age»  was  called  off  to  purfuits  that 
promifed  him  greater  advantages  than  he 
could  expe£fc  to  derive  from  his  fole  at- 
tention to  the  education  of  the  fon  of  a 
private  gendeman. 

The  anxiety  of  the  family  ]on  the  im- 
portant point  of  our  author's  educadonj 
made  them  very  induftrious  in  procuring 
a  proper  fucceflbr ;  which  was  amply  fa- 
tisfied  by  their  havbg  prevailed  on  the 
Rev.  Stephen  White  to  undertake  the 
charge.  Mr.  White  was  the  brother  of 
him  who  afterwards  diflinguiihed  himfelf 
in  feveral  controverfial  pieces  with  the 
Diflenters ;  and  he  was  himfelf  eminent 
for  his  learning,  good  tafte,  and  great  in- 
genuity; andj  having  no  objedt  but  the 
improvement  of  his  pupil,  continued  his 
care  of  him  dll  it  was  neceflary  to  finifli 
his  education  by  a  removal  of  him  to 
one  of  our  univerfities. 

It  rarely  happens  that  any  thing  is  or 
b  3  can 
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Under  Dr.  Edmondfon,  at  diat  time  one 
of  the  principal  tutors  of  the  coll^. 

In  this  college  he  lived,  except  at  thofe 
times  fet  apart  for  vacations^  near  three 
years,  purfuing  with  great  induftry  the 
courfes  of  ftudies  in  which  young  men  of 
fortune  at  that  time  were  inftituted. 

His  behaviour  whilfl  he  refided  there 
was  moft  orderly  and  regular,  and  the  dif- 
cipline  of  rhc  college  was  by  no  means  dif- 
agreeable  to  his  natural  inclination,  info- 
much  that  he  was  often  heard  to  fay,  after 
he  had  left  the  univerfity>  that  he  account- 
ed the  days  he  had  lived  there  amongft 
thofe  which  were  the  happieft  in  his  life. 

From  the  time  he  left  Cambridge,  his 
refidence  in  winter  was  in  London,  and 
in  the  fummcr  in  the  country,  in  his  fa- 
ther's femily,  as  long  as  he  lived.  His 
purfuits  were  chiefly  literary,  and,  though 

aedibus  patemis  a  Magiilris  Hill  et  White. 
Annos  babent  \j,  admifilis  Penfionarius  Major» 
Tatore  et  FidejuiTore  ejus  Dodore  Edmondfon. 
Jofii  2,  1722.  Ex  Libro  Admiffionom  ColL  Div. 
Johan.  Canub.  r 

his 
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his  name  was  not  put  to  the  publication! 
in  Ae  year  1717,  of  his  Art  of  Dancing, 
infcribed  to  lady  Fanny  Fielding,  yet  the 
author  was  foon  difcovered,  and  it  was 
confidcred  as  a  prefagc  of  what  might  af- 
terwards be  expcfted  from  him. 

Soon  after  his  father*s  death,  at  the  ge-- 
neral  eleftion  in  ^742,  he  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
for  the  county  of  Cambridge ;  from  which 
rime  he  fat  in  parliament  until  the  year 
1780,-reprcfcnting,  during  thofe  thirty- 
eight  years,  either  the  county  or  the  bo- 
rough of  Cambridge,  except  only  for  four 
years,  when  on  the  call  of  a  new  parlia- 
ment, in  the  year  1754,  he  was  returned 
for  the  borough  of  Dunwich,  in  the  county 
of  Suflfolk ;  but  on  lord  Dupplin's  going  up 
to  the  houfe  of  lords,  he  vacated  his  feat 
by  the  acceptance  of  the  office  of  fteward 
of  the  ChUtern  hundreds,  and  fucceeded 
him  as  reprefentative  of  the  borough  of 
Cambridge.  The  conftant  and  uniform 
opinion,  which  thofe  who  chofe  him  en- 
tertained 
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icrtained  of  his  parliamentary  condudb^ 
cannot  be  more  ftrongly  evinced  than 
by  the  unanimity  of  their  choice  j  for  he 
had  only  one  oppofition,  and  that  from 
deftion  adventurers,  one  of  whom  not 
long  after,  as  it  often  happens  to  the  dif- 
turbers  of  eftabliftied  interefts,  appeared 
in  the  Gazette  amongft  the  fad  lift  of 
bankrupts. 

In  the  year  1755,  his  late  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  appoint  him  one  of  the  lords 
commiflioners  of  the  board  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  at  which  he  continued  to  fit 
until  an  alteration  was  made  in  its  con- 
fiitution  by  parliament,  and  the  bufincis 
of  it  transferred  to  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,  and  thofe  who  are  in  the  lift  of  his 
Majefty's  honorable  privy  council. 

He  was  twice  married,  firft  to  Mary 
the  fole  daughter  of  colonel  Soame,  of 
Dereham  in  Norfolk;  who  dying  without 
iflue,  he  afterwards  married  Elizabeth  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Grey,  Efq.  of  Hack- 
ney, 
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ncy>  in  the  county  of  Middlefcx,  who  fur- 
vivcd  him.— He  died  of  a  fei^er,  after  a 
few  days  illnefs,  on  the  i8th  day  of  De- 
cember, 1787,  at  his  houfe  in  Tilncy- 
ftreet,  Audley-fquarc,  leaving  no  iflue. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  mildnefs,  gen^ 
tlenefs,  and  fweetnefs  of  temper,  which  he 
manifcfted  to  all  with  whom  he  had  con- 
cerns, cither  in  the  bufmefs  of  life  or  its 
focial  intercourre.  His  earneft  defire  was, 
as  far  as  it  was  poITible,  never  to  ofFend 
any  peribn;  and  he  made  fuch  allow- 
ances, even  for  thofe  who  in  their  difpoli- 
tions  differed  from  him,  that  he  was  rarely 
offended  wich  others  j  of  which,  in  a  long 
life,  he  gave  many  notable  inflances.  He 
was  ftrift  in  the  performance  of  religious 
duties  in  public,  and  a  conftant  pradifer 
of  them  in  private ;  ever  profefTing  the 
greateft  veneration  for  the  church  of  Eng- 
land and  its  governmcntj  as  by  law  efta- 
blifhed  j  holding  her  liturgy  as  the  pureft 
and  moft  perfcft  form  of  public  worfhip 
in  any  eftabliflK'd  church  in  Chriftcmlom : 

bur, 
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but,  though  he  gave  it  the  preference  in 
comparifon  with  other  churches,  which, 
with  Grotius,  he  thought  had  departed 
fix>m  the  inftitutions  of  the  more  prinni- 
tive  Chriftian  church*,  yet  he  thought 
that  alterations  and  anDcndments  might 
be  made  in  it,  which  would  render  it 
more  pcrfijft  than  it  is  in  its  prefent  ftatc, 
and  which  he  eameftly  defircd  to  have 
feen  accomplifhed  by  thofe  who  were  pro- 
perly authorized.  But  though  fuch  was 
his  difpofmon,  fuch  his  defirc,  he  at  the 
fame  time  expreflfcd  his  mod  ardent  wifli 
that  it  might  remain  in  its  prefent  form, 
until  the  alterations  propofed  to  be  made 
therein  were  all  agreed  upon  and  finally 

*  Certain  mihi  efl  Xurov^uf  Anglicanam^  item 
xnorem  imponendi  manus  adolcfcentibus  in  bap- 
tifnii  memoriam,  autoritatem  Epifcoporum,  prcf- 
bytcria  ex  folis  padoribus  compofita,  multaque 
alia  qufmodij  fatis  congruere  inftitutis  vetuiUoris 
Ecdcfixy  a  quibus  in  Gallia  et  Belgio  recefliiin 
ncgare  noa  poniimus.— -Epiflola  ad  Gedeoni>  a 
Boetflaer  et  Afperen.  Grotii  Opera,  Amflerdam. 
16S7. 

fettled  i 
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fettled  J  for  he  wifely  forefaw  the  danger- 
ous confequences  that  may  arife  to  a 
long-eftabIi(hed  religious  or  civil  gcvern- 
ment,  from  altering  or  doing  away  any 
part  of  it,  however  warranted  by  reafon 
or  found  policy,  before  it  is  abfolutely  de- 
termined what  (hall  in  future  be  adopted. 
In  private  life  he  was  mod  amiable  and 
engaging,  for  he  was  poflefled  of  a  well- 
informed  mind,  accompanied  by  an  Un- 
common vein  of  the  moft  lively,  fpirited, 
and  genuine  wit,  which  always  flowed  very 
copioufly  amongft  thofe  with  whom  he 
converted,  but  which  was  tempered  with 
fuch  a  kmdnefs  of  nature,  that  it  never 
was  the  caufe  of  uneafineft  to  any  of  thofe 
with  whom  he  lived :  this  made  his  ac- 
quaintance much  fought  after  and  courted 
by  all  thofe  who  had  a  tafte  for  brilliant 
converfation,  being  well  afllired  that  they 
would  be  delighted  with  it  where  he  was ; 
and  that,  though  they  did  not  poffefs  the 
fame  talent,  they  never  would  be  cenfured 
by  him  becaufe  they  wanted  it. 

This 
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This  fo  gende  an  exertion  of  fo  rare  a 
quality  he  not  only  ftri<5Uy  obferved  him- 
lelf,  but  was  always  much  hurt  if  he  ob- 
ferved the  want  of  it  in  others ;  and  con- 
fidered  every  fally  of  wit,  however  bright 
it  might  be,  which  tended  to  the  mortifi- 
cation of  thofe  who  heard  it,  as  one  of  its 
greateft  abufes,  fince  he  looked  upon  all 
pre-eminent  gifts  of  the  mind,  bellowed 
by  nature  as  much  for  the  happinefs  of 
others,  as  of  thofe  who  poflefs  them. 

And  in  thb  hb  delightful  converfarion 
he  fo  totally  abftained  from  recurring  to 
Religion  or  Scripture  as  fubjefts  of  his  wit, 
that  thofe  who  lived  moft  with  him  could 
not  help  obferving,  that  in  his  common 
and  unguarded  fecial  hours,  he  ever  drift* 
ly  abftained  from  ufmg  the  name  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  unlefs  when  it  was  ren- 
dered neccflary  by  the  immediate  fubjeft 
of  the  converfation. 

No  perfon  ever  felt  more  for  the  mifc- 
rics  of  others  than  he  did ;  no  perfon  few, 
or  more  ftriftly  praftifcd,  the  neceflity 

impofed 
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impofed  on  thofe  who  form  the  fupe« 
rior  ranks  of  life,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
reconcile  the  lower  clafles  to  their  pre- 
fcnt  condition,  by  contributing  the  ut- 
moft'to  make  them  happy;  and  there- 
by to  caufe  them  to  feel  as  little  of 
that  difference  as  is  poffible ;  for  he  was 
moft  kind  and  courteous  to  all  his  inferi* 
ors,  not  only  in  his  expreflions  and  in  his 
behaviour,  but  in  aflifting  them  in  all  their 
wants  and  diftreffes,  as  far  as  he  could  j 
ever  confidering  his  poor  neighbours  in 
the  country  as  parts  of  his  family,  and,  as 
fuch,  entidcd  to  his  care  and  protedtion. 

He  fpcnt  his  fummers  at  his  houfe  in 
the  country,  refiding  there  with  hofpi- 
tality  to  his  tenants  and  neighbours,  and 
never  fuffered  any  places  at  that  feafon 
calculated  for  public  diverfions  to  allure 
him;  for  he  faid  he  could  at  that  time 
do  more  good  in  his  own  parilli  than  in 
any  other  fituation. 

He  frequendy  lamented  the  prevailing 
fafhion  of  the  later  times  of  his  life,  which 

carried 
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carried  gentlemen  with  their  families  from 
London,  when  it  is  deferted  by  all  whofc 
abfence  can  he  difpenfed  with,  to  places 
far  diftant  from  their  houfes  and  an- 
cient feats  in  the  country ;  opened  chiefly 
for  the  reception  of  thofe  who  wifh  to 
continue  the  fcenes  of  difllpation  they 
have  left :  whence  it  is,  that  the  money 
which  (hould  revert  to  the  diftrifts  from 
which  it  was  received,  is  turned  into  a 
diflferent  channel  j  tenants  are  deprived 
of  die  advantages  they  are  in  fome  degree 
entitled  to,  from  its  expenditure  amongft 
them;  hofpitality  done  away,  and  the 
ftream  of  charity,  that  would  otherwifc 
have  gladdened  the  hearts  of  their  poor 
neighbours,  is  (lopped ;  their  inferiors 
deprived  of  their  example,  encourage- 
ment, and  proteftion,  in  the  praftice  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue,  and  thereby  the  man* 
ners  of  the  country  altered  for  the  worfc, 
which  ncccfTarily  occafions  great  mif- 
chiefe  to  the  public. 

Such 
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Such  was  the  author  in  his  private  walk 
of  life ;  and  the  principles  on  which  that 
condufi:  was  founded,  when  expanded  as 
modves  for  his  public  charadber  in  a 
larger  fphere  of  adtion,  rendered  him 
equally  praiie-worthy  in  that  as  in  the 
former. 

When  he  was  in  the  country,  he  con- 
ftandy  adbed  as  a  magiftrate  in  his  own 
diftrift,  and  attended  [all  thofe  meetings 
which  were  holden  for  the  purpofes  of 
public  juftice. 

From  the  general  opinion  that  was 
entertained  of  his  inflexible  integrity, 
and  fuperior  underftanding,  he  was  much 
reforted  to  in  that  character  at  home. 
From  his  natural  fagacity,  quick  dif- 
cernment,  and  long  experience,  on  hear- 
ing and  examining  the  parties,  he  fel- 
dom  failed  of  obtaining  a  complcat  know- 
ledge of  the  cafes  that  came  before  him  j 
and  was  thereby  enabled  to  determine  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  complcat  juftice ; 
always  giving  his  rcafons  for  what  he  did. 

Vol,  I.  c  with 
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with  a  cfearnefs  and  perfpicuity  peculiar 
to  himfel^  and  thofe  reafons  exprefled  in 
Words  fo  accommodated  to  the  under- 
Handing  of  all  who  heard  him^  that  few  or 
fione  departed  diflatisfied  with  his  deci- 
fions*  Though  he  was  not  bred  to  the 
ftudy  of  the  law,  his  underftanding,  like 
old  Cato*  in  his  charafter  by  Livy,  was 
fuch,  that  he  could  apply  it  to  every 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  wanted.  When 
in  the  courfe  of  converfation,  among 
other  topics  that  arofc,  the  duty  of  a 
magiftrate  had  its  place,  and  the  pains 
attending  it,  as  alio  the  difficulties  from 
the  number  and  variety  of  powers  widi 
which  the.legiflature  had  entrufted  him 
were  affertcd,  he  ufed  to  fay,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  (ingularly  happy,  that,  on 
a  recolledion  of  the  many  years  he  had 
a£ted  in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace,  he 
had  never  been  called  to  the  Court  of 

•  Huic  vcrfatxlc  ingenium  fie  paritcr  ad  omnia 
{vat,  ut  natum  ad  id  anum  diceres  quodcunque  age« 
ret.— Liv.  lib,  39.  cap.  40. 

King's 
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King's  Bench  to  account  for  his  not  un- 
derftanding  an  aft  of  parliament,  of  which 
he  was  often  one  of  the  makers;  which 
had  fometimes  happened  to  thofe  in  his 
fituation;  and  that  he  had  been  amply 
compenfated  for  the  pains  he  had  taken^ 
and  the  difficulties  he  had  met  with  dur- 
ing his  long  exercife  of  that  civil  office^ 
by  the  many  opportunities  which  he  had 
been  gratified  with  of  reconciling  thofe 
who  came  before  him  infiamed  with  the 
higheft  degree  of  hatred  to  each  other; 
for  he  confidered  that  beadtude^  which  is 
pronounced  on  the  peace-makers,  as  an 
eifential  part  of  the  mternal  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

His  firft  entrance  into  parliament  was 
m  the  laft  year  of  the  adminiftration  of 
that  able  and  honeft  minifter  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  whofe  memory  hath  a  tide  to  be 
enroUed  amongft  the  faithfiilleft  fervants 
of  the  crown,  and  trueft  fi-iends  to  the 
liberties  and  real  intcrcfts  of  the  people, 
that  the  Britifli  empire  hath  been  bleffed 
c  %  with 
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with  during  the  prcfcnt  or  any  former 
century. 

Through  this  year  our  author  attended 
all  long  days  and  nights  in  the  Houfc  of 
Commons,  which  the  oppofition  (pent  in 
hunting  that  minifter  into  the  toils,  which 
they  had  made  to  take  him,  under  the 
hackneyed  and  fpecious  colour  of  purfu* 
ing  the  enemies  to  the  happinefs  and  in- 
terefts  of  the  country. 

Unknown  to  Sir  Robert,  and  uncon- 
nefted  with  him  by  acquaintance  or  pri- 
vate regard,  he  fupported  him  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  power,  rill  he  retired  from  his 
high  ftarion,  making  room  for  thofe  who 
foon  fhewed  the  lols  the  nation  fuftaincd 
by  the  fad  exchange.  After  he  had  re- 
tired, and  received  the  ftrongeft  mark 
of  his  royal  matter's  favour  he  could  be- 
llow, as  a  teftimony  of  the  fcnfe  he  enter- 
tained of  his  faithful  fervices  to  him  and 
his  kingdoms,  our  author  waited  upon 
Sir  Robert  at  his  houfe  at  Chelfea, 
to  congratulate  him  on  his  having  re- 
ceived 
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ccived  (6  gracious  a  mark  of  what  he  had 
defcrved  for  his  unwearied  zeal  and  abi- 
lities in  the  long  fervice  of  his  fcountry ; 
when,  amongft  other  things  which  then 
pafled  in  converfation.  Lord  Orford  ac- 
knowledged the  fupport  he  had  given  him, 
during  the  fhort  time  he  had  fitten  in 
parliament,  and  that,  in  expreffions  of 
great  thankfiilnefs ;  at  the  fame  time  de- 
claring, that  had  thofe  to  whom  he  had, 
during  his  meridian  of  power,  fhewn  the 
greateft  friendfhip,  and  loaded  with  all 
the  favours  he  could  confer  on  them,  but 
borne  as  kind  difpofitions  to  him  as  he 
had  done,  who  had  not  been  diftinguifli- 
cd  by  any  particular  regard,  he  would 
not  then  have  paid  a  vilit  to  an  cx-mi- 
nifter. 

Long  before  he  came  into  parliament, 
he  had  lived  in  the  world  with  thofe 
of  the  beft  fafliion,  from  which  focicty 
the  hiftory  of  thofe  who  took  the  mod 
aftive  part  in  both  Houles  of  Parliament, 
their  connexions,  principles,  and  objefts, 
c  3  might 
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might  be  eafily  obtained ;  of  which  op» 
portunicies  he  did  not  fail  to  avail  him- 
felf,  as  ffom  no  other  fourcc,  at  that  pe- 
riod, could  fuch  knowledge,  with  any  de- 
gree of  certainty,  be  had.  For,  during 
the  modefty  and  decency  of  thofe  times, 
no  one  prefumed  every  day  to  publifli  to 
the  world  all  the  particulars  of  whatpaffcd 
in  the  great  council  of  the  nation.  The 
people  were  then  fatisfied  with  written 
papers,  known  by  the  name  of  minutes, 
which  were  left  at  cofiFee  -  houfcs  in 
the  evenings  during  the  fitting  of  par- 
liaments, barely  dating  the  bufinefs  that 
day  before  the  Houfe,  and  whether  the 
Houfe  were  likely  to  break  up  early  or  to 
fit  late.  After  the  end  of  a  feflions,  during 
the  prorogation,  in  the  fummer-time,  the 
publifliers  of  magazines  inferted  in  thcfe 
monthly  pamphlets  fome  of  the  fpecches, 
delivered  by  the  members  in  parliament ; 
but  this  was  done  under  feigned  names,  or 
real  names  fo  concealed  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  fpcUed,  as  plainly  (hew- 
ed  the  publilher's  apprchenfion  of  thq 

danger 
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danger  he  incurred  of  cenfure  or  punifh- 
ment  from  fo  unconftitutional  a  proceed* 
ing. 

At  that  time  no  publiQier  of  a  daily 
morning  paper  ever  thought  of,  or  pre- 
fumed  to  folicit  an  entrance  into  the  gal- 
lery of  the  houfe  of  commons,  either  to 
take  notes  of  what  paflfes  during  a  debate, 
or  by  the  ftrength  of  memory  to  retail 
to  the  public  every  morning  during  the 
feflions,  what  had  pafled  there  the  pre- 
ceding day — by  which  means  the  name$ 
of  the  fpeakers,  and  what  was  faid  by 
them  on  fubjefts  of  the  greateft  po- 
litical confei^uence  to  the  empire,  arc 
circulated  all  over  Europe,  and  tell  to 
foreign  dates,  whether  friends  or  ene- 
mies, the  opinions  of  the  ablcft  men  in 
the  kingdom,  on  its  itrength,  its  weak- 
nefs,  where  and  when  it  may  be  aflfailed 
to  the  greateft  advantage  by  thofe  ftates 
with  whom  it  is  at  war,  or  which  from 
ambition,  or  any  other  motive,  may  ia 
time  of  peace  meditate  its  attack.  Hap- 
pily for  thofc  times,  there  were  none  who 
c  4  dared 
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dared  thus  to  infringe  an  ufage,  which^ 
like  all  other  ufages  obtaining  there>  is  the 
law  of  parliament. 

However  this  may  bc>  our  author  hav- 
ing feen,  obferved,  and  well  confidered 
the  caufcs  and  progrcfs  of  the  oppofition 
to    Sir    Robert   Walpole,    and    having 
weighed  the  end  and  confcqucnces  of  it, 
this  gave  him  an  early  diftafte  to  oppofi- 
tions  in  general;  and  nothing  that  paflfed 
afterwards  in  parliament,  during  the  long 
time  he  lat  there,  ever  tended  to  produce 
any  alteration  in  his  mind  on  that  fubjed. 
He  had  with  great  induftry  ftudied  the 
conftitudon,  and  few  men  underftood  it 
better,  and,  from  underftanding  it,  no  man 
held  it  in  higher  veneration,  being  him- 
felf  firmly  convinced,  that  of  all  forms  of 
civil  government,  that  of  thefe  kingdoms 
had  mixed  in  it  the  feweft  imperfeftions 
of  any  other  recorded  in  ancient  or  mo- 
dern ftory,  being  from  time  to  time  pro- 
duced by  the  experience  of  ages,  during 
which  the  wifeft  and  ableft  ftatefmen  had 

fevcrally. 
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fcvcrally,  as  occafion  ofFered,  contributed 
their  great  talents  to  raifc  it  to  that  pre- 
eminent excellence  it  obtains  over  all 
others. 

Not  being  bred  to  any  profeflion,  or 
early  inftituted  in  civil  bufinefs,  by  which 
the  powers  of  fpeaking  in  public  are  often 
called  forth  and  nurtured,  though  endued 
with  great  quicknefs  of  comprehenfion, 
which  enabled  him  well  to  underftand, 
not  only  what  others  faid,  but  what  they 
meant  by  the  feveral  parts  they  took  in 
debate,  a  faculty  of  difcrimination  mod 
neceflary  in  popular  affemblies ;  yet  not 
having  that  prompta  et  profufa  eloquentia 
which  Tacitus  afcribes  to  Auguftus,  and 
which  our  author  thought  thofe  ought  to 
have,  who  called  for,  and  claimed  the  folc 
attention  of  a  great  aflembly,  he  feldom 
or  ever  fpoke,  whillt  fitting  in  parlia- 
ment. 

From  having  long  had  a  feat  at  the 
board  of  trade,  and  conftantly  attending 
his  duty  there^  he  gained  an  underftand- 

ing 
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ing  of  the  great  outlines  of  the  commer- 
cial interefts  of  this  country;  and,  though 
he  never  employed  himfelf  in  acquiring 
the  knowledge  of  a  minute  detail  of  its 
particular  branches,  yet,  when  general 
commerce  happened  to  be  the  fubjeft  of 
converfation,  he  difcourfed  upon  it  per- 
tinently, and  much  to  the  information  of 
thofe  that  were  prefcnt,  having  never 
failed  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  knowledge 
which  was  brought  to  that  board  by 
merchants  of  the  firft  eminence,  who  fre- 
quently applied  to  it  on  great  objefts  of 
national  concern,  as  connefted  with  its 
commerce.  Though  he  never  publilhed 
any  thing  on  this  fubjeft,  yet  it  was  an 
objeft  that  engaged  much  of  his  atten- 
tion, and  on  which  he  had  made  up  in  his 
mind  certain  principles,  from  which  he 
never  departed  ;  in  moft  of  which,  thofe  to 
whom  he  communicated  them  deemed 
him  well  warranted. 

He  always  confidered  the  Britifli  empire 
9S  enlarged  beyond  the  bounds  didlated 

by 
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by  found  policy ;  that  thofe  parts  of  it 
fituated  beyond  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to 
the  weft,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
to  the  eaft,  were  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
be  governed  as  they  ought  to  be;  that 
the  American  colonies  were  too  kindly 
foftered  by  the  mother  country ;  that  the 
millions  expended  in  promoting  their 
growth  would,  at  laft,  rear  them  to  a 
height  at  which  they  would  think  them- 
felves  entitled  to  aflc  for  emancipation 
from  their  parent  ftate ;  an  obfervation  he 
pften  made  before  the  event  happened, 
.  and  he  lived  to  fee  with  regret  his  pro- 
phecy, with  confequences  he  did  not  fore- 
fee,  become  true  hiftory. 

He  always  beheld  pur  conquefts  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  with  a  real  concern,  and  con- 
fidercd  the  great  influx  of  wealth,  brought 
thence  into  this  countr}',  by  the  indivi- 
duals who  had  there  acquired  it,  as  ai) 
ample  revenge  for  the  unjuft  depredations 
committed  on  the  territorial  pofTeflions  of 
jhcir  princes,  eyer  confidering  thofe  de- 
I  predationjf 
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prcdations  as  being  the   moft  enormous 
a6b  of  injuftice  that  could  be  Ihewn  from 
one  date  to  another,  and  that  this  was 
heightened  by  a  moft  flagrant  aft  of  in- 
gratitude for  the  original  permiflion   of 
commercial  eftablifliments  made  on  their 
coafts,  in  order  that  trade  might  be  car- 
ried on  to  more  advantage;   for  which 
permiffion  the   natives  were  entitled  to 
the  moft  perfeft  amity,  and  every  public 
focial  intercourfc  fhewn  to  the  moft  fa- 
voured  nations.      Sometimes  he  would 
add,  that  though  Afia  had  in  her  turn  been 
often  conquered  by  all  who  attacked  her, 
yet  that  the  wealth  brought  from  thence 
by  the   conquerors  into  their  refpeftivc 
dominions,  had  always  introduced  with  it 
fo  great  luxury,  that  thereby  thofc  virtues 
by  which  they  became  conquerors,  were 
at  laft  enfeebled   and   done  away,  info- 
much  that  Afia  in  her  turn  became  the 
conqueror;  of  which  he  inftanced,  amongft 
others,  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman 
empire  as  a  lafting  evidence.     He  confi- 
8  dered 


or  SOAMB  JENrKS^  ESQ^  xl/ 

dcred  the  Eaft  Indies  and  America  as  two 
hnmcnfe  difproportionate  wings  to  the 
fmall  body  of  the  ifland,  and  exprefled  his 
fears  left,  at  fome  time  or  other,  they 
might  fly  away  with  the  Britifli  empire. 

As  an  author,  fo  long  as  a  true  tafte 
of  fine  writing  fhall  exift,  he  will  have  a 
diftinguifhed  place    amongft   thofe  who 
have  excelled.     Whatever  he  hath  pub* 
Kflied,  whether  he  played  with  his  mu(e> 
or  appeared  in  the  plain  livery  of  profe, 
was  fought  for  with  avidity,  and  read  with 
pleafure,  by  thofe  who  at  the  time  were 
efteemcd  the  beft  judges  of  compofition. 
A  minute  criticifm  on  their  feveral  excel- 
lences is  unneceflary,  as  the  public  fanc- 
tion  hath  ftamped  their  merit.     Suffice  it 
to  fay,  that  his  poems  are  on  the  moft 
pleafing  fubjefts,  and  are  executed  with  a 
warm  animation  of  fancy,  fterling  wit^ 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  great  correftnefs. 

He  wonderfully  excelled  in  burlefque 
imitations  of  the  ancient  poets,  by  apply- 
ing their  thoughts  to  modern  times  and 

circumftancesi 
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circumftances ;  which  might  be  well  ex* 
pefted,  after  his  fhort  but  excellent 
ftridhires  on  this  manner  of  writing,  pre* 
fixed  to  his  imitations  of  the  firft  epiftlc 
of  the  fecond  book  of  Horace's  Epiftles, 
infcribed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Hard- 
wick. 

How  far  he  followed  the  rules  there 
laid  down,  mud  be  determined  by  thofc 
who  ihall  read  and  compare  the  original 
with  the  tranflation  j  in  which  it  may  be 
found,  tliat  in  this  kind  of  imitation  he 
hath  gone  through  a  poem  of  three  hun- 
dred lines,  without  ever  lofing  fight  of  the 
original,  by  introducing  new  thoughts  of 
his  own. 

He  had,  for  many  years  before  he  died, 
bid  farewell  to  his  mufe,  and,  in  the 
hnguagc  of  Lord  Bacon,  applied  himfelf 
to  fiich  fubjefts  as  come  home — though 
not  to  men's  bufinefs,  yet  clofe  to  their 
bofoms.  But,  long  as  the  parting  had 
been,  yet  almoft  in  the  laftftage  of  his  life, 
impelled  by  affcdlion,  he  courted  his  mufe 

again. 
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agaliu  The  fincere  and  ftroi^  afFeftion 
he  bore  to  his  Majefty,  produced  die 
ihort  poem  on  his  efcape  from  the  dan- 
gerous attack  of  a  lunaticj  in  which  it  ap- 
pears>  diat  however,  when  compared  with 
his  early  poems>  the  fun  of  his  imagina- 
don  was  at  that  dme  almofl  fet,  yet  age 
had  not  in  the  lead  degree  chilled  in  his 
heart  the  effuHons  of  benevolence  and  af- 
fedion. 

The  compliment  to  Lady  Sali/bury  is 
without  flattery,  ihort,  and  elegant;  the 
clofe  of  it  is  lively  and  ftriking,  becaufe 
unexpeded. 

As  a  writer  of  prole,  whoever  will  ex- 
amine his  (lile,  will  find  that  he  is  entided 
to  a  place  amongft  the  pureft  and  cor- 
rcdtefl:  writers  of  the  Englifh  language. 
He  always  puts  proper  words  in  proper 
places,  and  hath  at  the  fame  time  a  va- 
riety in  different  members  of  his  periods, 
which  would  otherwife  tire  and  difgufl. 
the  reader  with  their  famenefs ;  a  failure 
which   may  be  found   in    fome  of  the 

works   • 
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works  of  thofe  to  whom  the  public  have 
afcribed  a  fuperior  degree  of  merit.  But 
this  variety  occafions  no  difficulty  or  cm- 
barraflrnent  in  the  fenfe  intended  to  be 
conveyed,  which  always  at  firft  fight  ap- 
pears clear,  and  is  eafy  to  be  connprehend- 
ed,  fo  that  the  reader  is  never  Hopped  in 
his  prbgrefs  to  ftudy  what  is  meant. 

This  is  his  charadteriftic  as  a  writer,  on 
whatever  fubjeft  he  engaged,  whether  it 
were  ferious  or  called  for  his  wit,  whe- 
ther political,  moral,  religious,  or  meta- 
phyfical.  His  matter  is  always  moft 
pertinent  to  the  fubjeft  which  he  handles ; 
he  reafons  with  clofenefs  and  precifion, 
and  always,  by  a  regular  chain  of 
argument,  arrives  at  the  conclufions 
which  he  profefTes  is  his  defign  to  efta- 
blifh.  And  whoever  will  attend  to  th# 
exertions  of  his  mind,  manifefting  at 
fome  times  the  trueft  humour  and  the 
moft  lively  wit,  at  other  times  the  moft 
r^ular  chain  of  argument,  with  the  niceft 
difcrimination  and  marked  differences  of 

abftradb 
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tbftra&  ideas^  cannot  but  aliow>  that  as 
witconfifts  in  quickly  aflembling  ideaSf 
and  putting  thofe  together  with  readineis 
and  variety,  wherein  can  be  found  any  re- 
lemblancci  and  judgment,  on  the  con- 
trary, in  carefiilly  feparating  ideas  froai 
one  another,  and  examining  them  apart  i 
I  lay,  he  cannot  but  allow  that  our  author 
was  one  of  thofe  very  few  who  have  ap- 
peared in  the  world  poflefled  of  thefe  two 
almoft  difcordant  talents  of  the  under- 
ftanding.  —  The  Free  Inquiry  into  the 
Nature  and  Origin  of  Evil,  was  the 
firft  of  the  author^s  works  on  account 
of  which  he  was  attacked.  Pamphlets 
were  publilhed,  and  private  letters  ad- 
drcfled  to  him,  on  that  occafion,  feme  of 
them  charged  with  great  acrimony,  much 
abufe,  and  no  fmall  portion  of  calumny. 
In  a  iccond  edition  of  that  work,  publifh- 
ed  fome  years  after  the  firft,  having  long 
fubmitted  with  iilent  parience  to  a  treat- 
ment which  he  by  no  means  deferved,  in 
ft  [wtface  CO  that  edition  he  anfwered  his 
Vol*  L  d  «iver- 
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adverfiries^  which  whoever  will  take  die 
pains  to  read  and  conflder^  will  admire  89  a 
j^cimcn  of  his  fuperior  talents  in  coptro- 
verfial  writing.  With  great  figacity  and 
perfpicuity  he  aniwers  his  numerout  hoft  of 
adverfaries ;  at  the  fame  dme>  fbrgietdi^  att 
the  obloquy  with  which  they  hid  loaded 
Knij  he  never  lofcs  dghi  of  that  cun^ 
dour^  civility,  and  good-huinour>  whiish 
he  had  always  obferved>  as  well  in  his 
writings  as  in  hb  converfatibn.  Con- 
vinced that  he  had  been  much  oiifunder* 
ftood>  by  thofe  who  had  written  againft 
him>  after  having  done  all  in  his  power  to 
remove  their  mifapprehenfifid[l^  and  affift 
their  underftanding»  left  he  mi^l  not 
have  fuccceded  in  that  attempt  he  iBalcQs 
die  fin^ereft}  the  cleareft»  and  die  moft  li- 
beral dedaradon  of  the  end  pmpqkd  by 
him  in  writing  diat  trcsdfe»  in  die  foUow- 
tng  words:— ^  That  Us  mcemions  were 
<<  to  lecondk  the  numerous  evils  (b  con- 
<<  ipicuoos  in  the  creattont  ivith  the  wif- 
^  dom»p(mer»attis0odpt&«fdieQ^- 
•  •»  tori 
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^  tor;toihew  that  no  more  of  thcrft  attc 
'*  tdmitted  by  him  than  are  neceflaiy  to- 
^  ward^  promotii^  univerfal  good ;  and 
^  from  thence  to  perfuade  men  to  an  tt\^ 
^  tire  refignation  to  his  alUwiiCj  but  in- 
**  comprehenfiblc  dilpcnfations.  To  af- 
^  certain  the  nature  of  virtue,  and  to  en- 
"  force  the  praftice  of  it;  to  prove  the 
**  certainty  of  a  fiiturc  ftate,  and  the  juf- 
^^  dee  of  the  rewards  and  puniihments 
**  diat  will  attend  it ;  to  recommend  fub- 
*'  million  to  national  governments^  and 
^  conformity  to  national  religions,  nbt'> 
*'  withftanding  the  evils  and  defedb 
'^  which  muft  unavoidably  adhere  to 
^  them;  and  laftly,  to  Ihew  the  excd- 
*  Icncc  and  credibili|y  of  the  Chriftian 
^  ftvelationi  to  reconcile  fome  of  its  n\olt 
**  sMbuffc  dodrines  with  rtefon,  and  to 
^'  anfwer  all  thofe  objections  to  its  autho- 
**  rityi  which  have  been  drawn  from  its 
^^  imperfe£tions  and  abufcs.  Thcie,  and 
**  theft  only,  were  his  intcnriohs/'  To 
die  truth  of  dui  iblemn  deelarkdon,  all 
d  a  thqfe 
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diofc  who  knew  the  great  fincerity  of  the 
author's  heart,  from  which  on  no  occafion 
he  was  ever  known  to  depart,  will  readily 
fubfcribe  their  unfeigned  affent 

In  the  fummerofthc  year  1776,  he 
publifhed  a  View  of  the  Internal  Evi- 
dence of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  without 
his  name )  the  reception  it  met  with  was 
fiich  as  feldom  is  fhewn  to  the  compofi- 
tions  of  the  moft  approved  writers. 

This  was  a  work  with  which  the  clergy> 
the  laity,  were  in  general  pleafed,  many  of 
them  delighted ;  it  was  tranflated  into  fo- 
re^ languages,  and  in  a  fhort  time  went 
through  three  editions,  to  the  laft  of 
which,  by  the  advice  of  his  friends,  the 
author  put  his  name.  It  was  written  un- 
der  a  full  convifHon  of  the  trudi  of  the 
>Chriftian  difpenfation,  and  a  fincere  zeal 
for  its  fervice.  Warmed  with  the  princi- 
ples it  requires,  and  the  dudes  if  com* 
mands,  the  pifture  he  draws  of  its  excel* 
'lencies  is  moft  exaft  in  its  oudine;  dio 
luuti.  beautifully  amoged^  and  the 
•  -  -  whole 
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wkole  glows  with  the  moft  animated  co- 
louring. 

The  author,  ftruck  with  the  beauties  of 
its  principles  and  dodrines,  fo  efiential  to . 
the  happinels  of  human  creatures  in  the 
prefent  and  a  future  ftate>  thought  that  .a 
Ihort  and  clear  reprefentation  of  their  in- 
ternal excellence  might  allure  the  atten- 
tion,  and  procure  a  belief  in  the  truth  of 
the  Chriftian  reli^on,  from  thofe  who  read 
but  little  and  think  lels,  and  who  form 
too  confiderable  a  part  of  the  bulk  of 
mankind,  not  to  attract  the  notice  and  care 
of  him  who  felt  himfelf  interefled  in  the 
happineis  of  the  whole  human  race. 

Though  this  book  was  attacked,  and 
the  author  treated  with  a  very  unbecom- 
ing aiperity,  by  two  able  writers,  yet  the 
niunber  of  private  letters  he  receivedy 
from  thofe  on  whom  this  work  had  the 
efieft  his  benevolent  intention  propofed, 
more  than  confoled  him  for  the  rude 
treatment  he  received  from   fuch  wri- 

d  3  Thofe 
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Thofe  letters,  many  of  which  Ae 
author  received,  contain  acknowledge 
ments  from  fevcral  perfons,  whom  thtJ 
book  had  led  from  unbelief  to  a  full 
conviftion  of  the  truths  he  had  endea* 
vourcd  to  eftablilh  j  they  are  written  with 
that  humility  and  pious  gratitude,  which 
the  primidve  Chriftians  exprefled  to  their 
inftruftors  in  the  wonderfiil  diipenfarion 
of  the  golpel. 

The  good  eflfefts  of  this  work  were  not 
confined  to  this  country,  they  operated  in 
diftant  worlds,  and  did  that  which  per- 
haps neither  of  thofe  writers  who  attacked 
him,  though  profcffcd  fervants  of  Chrift, 
ever  accomplilhed;  for  it  propagated  their 
Mafter*s  religion  in  India,  as  appears  by  a 
letter  from  thence,  in  which  the  writer,  con- 
feffing  his  former  infidelity,  and  the  pains 
he  had  long  in  vain  taken,  by  the  means 
of  books  recommended  to  him,  written  on 
the  truth  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  to  give 
his  aflent  to  it,  concludes  in  thefe  words : 
**  I  eagerly  wilhed  t^  believe,  but  could 

♦•not 
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^liot  fatis&Aoriiy.  But  now,  I  thank 
^'  God,  Soame  Jcnyns's  rcafons  have,  I 
**hop^  trium[Acd  over  all  my  doubta^ 
**  and  I  have  given  an  unfeigned  and  full 
•  *'  affcnt  to  his  three  propofitions,  whichj 
'*  in  my  opinion,  prove  all  that  is  wanted 
"  to  be  cleared  up/' 

Thus  much  is  fufficicnt  for  the  purpoie 
defigned  by  thcfe  imperfcft  (ketches  j  in 
which,  the  writer  trufts,  he  hath  withftood 
die  temptation  from  partiality  and  affec- 
tion to  the  memory  of  departed  friends, 
to  emblazon  their  charaders  in  colours 
to  which  they  were  not  ftriftly  entided ; 
for,  amiable  as  the  principle  is,  every  mif- 
applicaddn  of  it  is  unwarrantable,  on  ac- 
cooet  of  the  fupcrior  excellence  of  truth. 
To  thofc  who  are  now  alive,  to  whom  the 
wthor  was  Jcnown  (and  many  fuch  there 
are,  of  the  moft  refpeftable  diftinftion)  the 
editor  fubmits  the  portrait,  not  as  being 
finely,  but  &ithfully,  drawn. 

To  pofterity  he  leaves  the  following 

entry,  the  original  of  which  may  be  found 

d4  in 
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in  die  regiftry  of  burials^  in  the  parifh  of 
Botrifhani,  for  the  year  1787,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  what  hath  been  advanced  in  the 
foregobg  (beets. 

SOAME  JENYNS,  in  the  83d  year  of 
his  age. 

What  his  literary  charafter  was. 

The  world  hath  akeady  judged  for  itfclf; 

But  it  remains  for  his  Parifti  Minifter 

to  do  his  duty. 

By  declaring. 

That  while  he  regifters  the  burial  of 

SOAME  JENYNS, 

He  regrets  the  lofs  of  one  o(tb&  nufi 

amiable  of  mm^ 

And  one  of  the  trueft  Cbrijiians. 

To  the  Parifti  of  Botriftiam  he  is  an 

irreparable  lofs. 

He  was  buried  in  this  church,  Dec.  27, 

near  midnight. 

By  William  LortManfdl,  fequeftratorj 

Who  thus  tranfgrefles  the  common  forms 

qSz  Regifter, 

Merely 
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Merely  becaufe  he  thinks  it  to  be 
The  moft  folemn  and  lafting  oiethod 
of  recording  to  pofterity. 
That  iht  Jinejl  underftandin^ 
Has  been  united 
To  the  heft  heart. 
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ART     OF     DANCING. 


POEM. 


Incejfu  fatuit  Dea.         ViRC. 


WRXTTBN     IN     T<i£     YEAR     lylS. 


Vq\..  I. 


THE    ART  OF    DANCING. 


IKSCRIBBD    TO   THB    HIGHT    HONOURABLI 


THE  LADY  FANNY  FIELDING*. 


C    A    N    T    O      L 

T  N  the  fmooth  dance  to  move  with  graceful  mien, 
•*•    Eafy  with  care,  and  fprightly  tho'  fercne, 
To  mark  th'  inftrudions  echoing  ftrains  convey, 
And  with  juft  iteps  each  tuneful  note  obey, 
I  teach  I  be  prefent,  all  ye  facred  Choir, 
Blow  the  foft  flute,  and  ftrilce  the  founding  lyre  : 
When  Fielding  bids,  your  kind  affiftance  bring, 
And  at  her  feet  the  lowly  tribute  fling ; 

•  Lady  Fanny  Fielding  was  the  youngeft  of  the  fix  daugh-> 
ten  of  BafiU  Earl  of  Denbigh  and  Defmond,  by  his  wife 
Heflerj  daughter  of  Sir  Bafii  Firebrafs,  Bart.  She  was  one 
of  the  fined  dancers  of  her  time»  but  more  diHinguiihed  for 
her  beauty  and  anoiable  manners.  She  married  Daniel^  the 
feventh  Earl  of  Winchelfea,  and  third  Earl  of  Nottiagham, 
in  the  year  1729^  and  died  in  the  year  1734, 

B  2  Oh 
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Oh  may  her  eyes  (to  her  this  verfc  is  due) 
What  firft  themfclves  infpir'd,  vouchfafc  to  view! 
Hail  lovelieft  art !  that  canft  all  hearts  infnare, 
And  make  the  faireft  ftill  appear  more  fair. 
Beauty  can  little  execution  do^ 
Unleis  ihe  borrows  half  her  arms  from  you ; 
Few,  like  Pygmaliok,  doat  on  lifelefs  charms. 
Or  care  to  clafp  a  ftatue  in  their  arms ; 
But  breafts  of  flint  muft  melt  with  fierce  defire^ 
When  art  and  motion  wake  the  fleeping  fire, 
A  Vbnus  drawn  by  great  Apelles'  hand. 
May  for  a  while  our  wond'ring  eyes  command^ 
But  ftill,  tho'  form'd  with  all  the  powVs  of  art. 
The  lifelefs  piece  can  never  warm  the  heart  j 
So  a  fair  nymph,  perhaps,  may  pleafe  the  eye, 
Whilft  all  her  beauteous  limbs  unadive  lie. 
But  when  her  charms  are  in  the  dance  difplay'd. 
Then  ev'ry  heart  adores  the  lovely  maid : 
This  fets  her  beauty  in  the  faireft  light. 
And  (hews  each  grace  in  full  perffeaion  bright; 
Then,  as  ihe  turns  around,  from  ev*ry  part. 
Like  porcupines,  (he  fends  a  piercing  dart; 


In 
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In  vain^  alas !  the  fond  CpcStsLtor  tries 
To  fhun  the  pleaGng  dangers  of  her  eyes, 
For,  Parthian  like,  (he  wounds  as  fure  behind. 
With  flowing  curls,  and  ivory  neck  reclin'd  : 
Whether  her  fteps  the  Minuet's  mazes  trace. 
Or  the  flow  Louvre's  more  majeftic  pace. 
Whether  the  Rigadoon  employs  her  care. 
Or  fprightly  Jig  difplays  the  nimble  fair. 
At  every  ftep  new  beauties  we  explore. 
And  worfhip  now,  what  we  admir'd  before : 
So  when  ^keas  in  the  Tyrian  grove. 
Fair  Venus  met,  the  charming  queen  of  Love, 
The  beauteous  Goddefs,  whilft  unmov'd  fhe  flood, 
Seem'd  fome  fair  nymph,  the  guardian  of  the  wood  s 
But  when  (he  mov'd,  at  once  her  heav'nly  mien. 
And  graceful  ftep  confefs  bright  Beauty's  queen. 
New  glories  o'er  her  form  each  moment  rife. 
And  all  the  Goddefs  opens  to  his  eyes. 

Now  hafte,  my  Mufe,  purfue  thy  deftin'd  way. 
What  drefles  beft  become  the  dancer,  fay. 
The  rules  of  drefs  forget  not  to  impart, 
A  leflbn  previous  to  the  dancing  art. 

B3  Tht 
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The  foldier's  fcarlet  glowing  from  afar. 
Shews  that  his  bloody  occupation's  war; 
Whilft  the  lawn  band,  beneath  a  double  chin. 
As  plainly  fpeaks  divinity  within  ; 
The  milk-maid  fafe  thro'  driving  rains  and  fnows. 
Wrapt  in  her  cloak,  and  propM  on  pattens  goes  ; 
While  the  foft  Belle  immur-d  in  velvet  chair. 
Needs  but  the  iilken  ihoe,  and  'tnifts  her  bofom  bare  i 
The  woolly  drab,  and  Engliih  broad-cloth  warm, 
Guard  well  the  horfeman  from  the  beating  ftomii, 
But  load  the  dancer  with  too  great  a  weight. 
And  call  from  ev'ry  pore  the  dewy  fweat ; 
Rather  let  him  his  adive  limbs  difplay 
In  camblet  thin,  or  glofly  paduafoy, 
Let  no  unwieldy  pride  his  fhoulders  prefs. 
But  airy,  light,  and  eafy  be  his  drefs ; 
Thin  be  his  yielding  fole,  and  low  his  heel. 
So  ihall  he  nimbly  bound,  and  fafely  wheeU 

But  let  not  precepts  known  my  verfe  prolong, 
Precepts  which  ufe  will  better  teach  than  fong ; 
For  why  Oiould  I  the  gallant  fpark  command. 
With  clean  white  gloves  to  fit  his  ready  band  i 

%  Or 
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Or  iii  his  fob  enlivening  fpirits  weaf^ 
And  pungent  falts  to  niie  the  fainting  fiiir  l 
Or  hint,  the  fword  that  dangles  at  his  fidci 
Should  from  its  filken  bondage  be  untyM  i 
Why  fhould  my  lays  the  youthful  tribe  advife^ 
Left  fnowy  clouds  from  out  their  wigs  arife : 
So  (hall  their  partners  mourn  their  laces  fpoil'd^ 
And  ihining  ftlks  with  greafy  powder  (bilM  t 
Nor  need  I,  fure,  bid  prudent  youths  beware^ 
Left  with  ere£led  tongues  their  buckles  ftare, 
The  pointed  fteel  (hall  oft  their  ftockings  rend| 
And  oft  tb'  approaching  petticoat  offend* 

And  now,  je  youthful  Fair,  I  iing  to  yoU| 
With  pleafing  (miles  my  ufeful  labours  view  i 
For  you  the  (ilk*worms  fine-wrought  webs  difplay^ 
And  laboring  fpid  their  little  lives  away, 
For  you  bright  gems  widi  radiant  colours  glowy 
Fair  a^  die  dyes  that  paint  the  heavenly  bow, 
For  you  the  fea  refigns  its  pearly  ftore. 
And  earth  unlocks  her  mines  of  treafur^d  ore  $ 
In  vain  yet  nature  thus  her  gifts  beftows^ 
Unlefs  yourfelves  with  art  thofe  gifts  difpoTe. 

B  4  Yet 
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Yet  think  not,  Nymphs,  that  in  the  glittering  ball^ 
One  form  of  drefs  prefcrib'd  can  fuit  with  all  i 
One  brighteft  fliines  when  wealth  and  art  combine 
To  make  the  finifli'd  piece  completely  fine ; 
When  leaft  adorn'd,  another  fteals  our  hearts, 
And  rich  in  native  beauties,  wants  not  arts ; 
In  feme  are  fuch  refiftlcfs  graces  found, 
That  in  all  drefles  they  are  fure  to  wound ; 
Their  perfect  forms  all  foreign  aids  defpife. 
And  gems  but  borrow  luftre  from  dieir  eyes. 

Let  the  fair  nymph  in  whofe  plump  cheeks  is  fees 
A  confiant  blufh,  be  clad  in  cheerful  green ; 
In  fuch  a  drefs  the  fportive  fea-njrmphs  go ; 
So  in  their  grafly  bed  frefh  rofes  blow : 
The  lafs  whofe  fkin  is  like  the  hazel  brown. 
With  brighter  yellow  fhould  overcome  her  own ; 
While  maids  grown  pale  with  ficknefs  or  defpair, 
The  fable's  mournful  dye  (hould  chufe  to  wear  ; 
Co  the  pale  moon  ftill  (hines  with  pureft  light, 
Cloath'd  in  the  dufky  mantle  of  the  night. 

But  far  from  you  be  all  thofe  treach'rous  arts, 
X^at  wound  with  painted  charms  unwary  hearts  i 

Dancing's 
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Dancing's  a  touchftone  that  true  beauty  tries. 
Nor  fufiers  charms  that  nature's  hand  denies  : 
Tho*  for  a  while  we  may  with  wonder  view 
The  rofy  bluOi,  and  fkin  of  lovely  hue, 
Yet  foon  the  dance  will  caufe  the  cheeks  to  glow^ 
And  melt  the  waxen  lips,  and  neck  of  fnow : 
So  fliine  the  fields  in  icy  fetters  bound, 
Whilft  frozen  gems  befpangle  all  the  ground  ; 
Thro*  the  clear  cryftal  of  the  glitt'ring  fnow, 
With  (carlet  dye  the  bluOiing  hawthorns  glow  ; 
O'er  all  the  plains  unnumber'd  glories  rife, 
And  a  new  bright  creation  charms  our  eyes  ; 
Till  ZsPHYR  breathes,  then  all  at  once  decay 
The  fplendid  fcenes,  their  glories  fade  away, 
The  fields  refign  the  beauties  not  their  own, 
And  all  their  fnowy  charms  run  trickling  down. 

Dare  I  in  fuch  momentous  points  advife, 
I  Oiould  condemn  the  hoop's  enormous  fize  : 
Of  ills  I  fpeak  by  long  experience  found, 
Oft'  have  I  trod  th'  immeafurable  round, 
And  mourn'd  my  ihins  bruis'd  black  with  many  a  I 
wound. 

Nor 
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Nor  (hould  the  tighten'd  ftays,  too  ftraidy  lacM^ 
In  whalebone  bondage  gall  the  flender  waift  ; 
Nor  waving  lappets  (hould  die  dancing  Fair, 
Nor  ruffles  edg'd  with  dangling  fringe^  wear  ; 
Oft  will  the  cobweb  ornaments  catch  hold 
On  the  approaching  button  rough  vnth  gold. 
Nor  force,  nor  art  can  then  the  bonds  divide, 
When  once  th'  intangled  Gordian  knot  is  ty'd. 
So  the  unhappy  pair,  by  Hymen's  power. 
Together  join'd  in  fome  ill-fated  hour. 
The  more  they  ftrive  their  freedom  to  regain. 
The  fafter  binds  th'  indiflbluble  chain. 

Let  each  (air  maid,  who  fears  to  be  diigrac'd. 
Ever  be  fure  te  tie  her  garters  h&y 
Left  the  loos'd  ftring,  amidft  die  public  ball, 
A  wiOTd-for  prize  to  fome  proud  fop  ftiould  fall, 
Who  the  rich  treafure  (hall  triumphant  (how ; 
And  with  warm  blufhes  caufe  her  cheeks  to  glow. 

But  yet,  (as  Fortune  by  the  felf-(ame  ways 
She  humbles  many,  fome  delights  to  raife) 
It  happened  once,  a  fair  illuftrious  dame 
By  fuch  negled  acquir'd  immortal  fame* 

And 
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And  hence  the  radiant  Star  and  Garter  blue 
Britannia's  nobles  grace,  if  fame  fays  true: 
Hence  ftill,  Plantaoenet,  thy  beauties  bloom. 
Though  long  flnce  mdUlder'd  in  the  duflcy  tomb. 
Still  thy  loft  Garter  is  thy  fovereign*s  care. 
And  what  each  royal  breaft  is  proud  to  wear. 
But  let  me  now  my  lovely  charge  remind. 
Left  they  forgetful  leave  their  &ns  behind ; 
Lay  not,  ye  Fair,  the  pretty  toy  aiide, 
A*  toy  at  once  difplay'd,  for  ufe  and  pride, 
A  wond'rous  engine,  that,  by  magic  charms. 
Cools  your  own  breafts,  and  ev*ry  other's  warms. 
What  daring  bard  fhall  e'er  atteinpt  to  tell 
The  pow'rs  that  in  this  little  weapon  dwell  ? 
What  vcrfe  can  e'er  explain  its  various  parts. 
Its  num'rous  ufes,  motions,  charms,  and  arts  f 
Its  painted  folds,  that  oft  extended  wide, 
Th'  affliaed  fair  one's  blubber'd  beauties  hide, 
When  fecrct  forrows  her  (ad  bofom  fill. 
If  Strephon  is  unkind,  or  Shock  is  ill: 
Its  fticks,  on  which  her  eyes  dejeded  pore. 
And  pointing  fingers  number  o'er  and  o'er. 

When 
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When  the  kind  virgin  burns  with  fecrct  fhame. 
Dies  to  confent,  yet  fears  to  own  her  flame ; 
Its  jfhake  triumphant,  its  vidorious  clap. 
Its  angry  flutter,  and  its  wanton  tap  i 

Forbear,  my  mufe,  th*  extenfive  theme  to  fing. 
Nor  truft  in  fuch  a  flight  thy  tender  wing  ; 
Rather  do  you  in  humble  lines  proclaim^ 
From  whence  this  engine  took  its  form  and  name. 
Say  from  what  caiife  it  firft  deriv'd  its  birth, 
How  form'd  in  heav'n,  how  thence  deduc'd  to  earth. 

Once  in  Arcadia,  that  fam'd  feat  of  love. 
There  liv'd  a  nymph  the  pride  of  all  the  grove, 
A  lovely  nymph,  adorn'd  with  cv'ry  grace. 
An  eafy  (hape,  and  fweetly*blooming  face ; 
Fanny  the  damfePs  name,  as  chafte  as  fair. 
Each  virgin's  envy,  and  each  fwain's  defpair  ; 
To  charm  her  ear  the  rival  (hepherds  fing. 
Blow  the  foft  flute,  and  wake  the  trembling  ftring. 
For  her  they  leave  their  wand'ring  flocks  to  rove, 
Whilft  Fanny's  name  refounds  thro'  ev'ry  grove, 
And  fprcads  on  ev'ry  tree,  inclos'd  in  knots  of  love. 

As 


i 
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As  Fielding's  now,  her  eyes  all  hearts  inflame^ 
Like  her  in  beauty,  as  alike  in  name. 

'Twas  when  the  fummer  fun  now  mounted  bigh| 
With  fiercer  beams  h^d  fcorch'd  the  glowing  iky» 
Beneath  the  covert  of  a  cooling  fbade, 
To  ihun  the  heat,  this  lovely  nymph  was  laid  ; 
The  fultry  weather  o'er  her  cheeks  had  fpread 
A  blufh,  that  added  to  their  native  red. 
And  her  fair  breafl  as  polifh'd  marble  white. 
Was  half conceal'd,  and  half  expos'd  to  fight: 
^OLUS  the  mighty  God,  whom  winds  obey, 
Obferv'd  the  beauteous  maid,  as  thus  fhe  lay  ; 
O'er  all  her  charms  he  gaz'd  with  fond  delight. 
And  fuck'd  in  poifon  at  the  dangerous  fight  i 
He  fighs,  he  burns ;  at  h&  declares  his  pain. 
But  ftill  he  fighs,  and  flill  he  wooes  in  vain ; 
The  cruel  nymph,  regardlefs  of  his  moan, 
Minds  not  his  flame,  unea(y  with  her  own  ; 
But  flill  complains,  that  he  who  rul'd  the  air 
Would  not  command  one  Zbphyr  to  repair 
Around  her  face,  nor  gentle  breeze  to  play 
Tliro'  the  dark  glade,  to  cool  the  fultry  day  ; 


Bj 
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By  love  incited,  and  the  hopes  of  joy, 
Th'  ingenious  God  contriv'd  this  pretty  toy. 
With  gales  inceflant  to  relieve  her  flame ; 
And  call'd  it  Fan,  from  lovely  Fanky's  name. 


^-tf^feM 
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CANTO      11. 

NO  W  fee  prepar'd  to  lead  the  fprightly  dance^ 
The   lovely  nymphs,  and  well«-dre(s'd  youths 
-  advance; 
Tlie  fpacious  room  receives  each  jovial  gueft. 
And  the  floor  (hakes  with  pleafing  weight  oppreft ; 
Thick  rang'd  on  ev'ry  fide^  with  various  dyes 
The  fair  in  glofly  filks  our  fight  furprize  ; 
So,  in  a  garden  bath*d  with  genial  fhow'rs, 
A  thou(and  forts  of  variegated  flow'rs. 
Jonquils,  carnations,  pinks,  and  tulips  rife, 
And  in  a  gay  confuflon  charm  our  eyes. 
High  o'er  their  heads,  with  numerous  candles  bright^ 
Large  fconces  ihed  their  fparkling  beains  of  light. 
Their  fparkling  beams,  that  ftill  more  brightly  glow 
Refleded  back  from  gems,  and  eyes  below ; 
Unnumbered  fans  to  cool  the  crowded  fair, 
With  breathing  Zephyrs  move  the  circling  air; 
The  (prightly  fiddle,  and  the  founding  lyre, 
^acb  youthful  brcaft  with  gen'rous  waroitb  infpire  5 

'      Fraught 
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Fraught  with  all  joys  the  blifsful  moments  fly, 
Whilft  mufic  melts  the  ear,  and  beauty  charms  the  eye. 

Now  let  the  youth,  to  whofe  fuperior  place 
It  firft  belongs  the  fplendid  ball  to  grace, 
With  humble  bow,  and  ready  hand  prepare. 
Forth  from  the  crowd  to  lead  his  chofen  Fair)  . 
The  Fair  fhall  not  his  kind  requeft  deny. 
But  to  the  pleafing  toil  with  equal  ardour  fly. 

But  ftay,  ra(h  pair,  nor  yet  untaught  advance, 
firft  hear  the  mufe,  ere  you  attempt  to  dance  : 
*  By  art  direded  o'er  the  foaming  tide, 
Secure  from  rocks  the  painted  veflels  glide  ; 
By  art  the  chariot  fcours  the  dufty  plain. 
Springs  at  the  whip,  and  f  hears  the  (Irait'ning  rein  ; 
To  art  our  bodies  muft  obedient  prove, 
Jf  e'er  we  hope  with  graceful  eafe  to  move* 

Long  was  the  dancing  art  uniixt,  and  free, 
Hence  loft  in  error,  and  uncertainty ; 
No  precepts  did  it  mind,  or  rules  obey, 
But  ev'ry  mafter  Uught  a  different  way  ; 

•  Arte  cits  veloqae  rates  remoqae  moventur^ 
Arte  levcs  cnrrus.  Ovid. 

f  »«—  Nee  audit  cormr  habenas.  Vi  rc* 

Hence 
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Hence  ere  eaeh  new-bom  dance  was  fully  trj% 
The  lovely  produft  ev'n  in  blooming  dy'd ; 
Thro'  various  hands  in  wild  confufion  toft. 
Its  fteps  were  alter'd,  ind  its  beauties  loft ; 
Till  ♦  FuiLtET,  the  pride  of  Gallia,  rofe^ 
And  did  the  danee  in  chara^rs  compofe ; 
Each  lovely  grace  by  certain  marks  he  taught^ 
And  ev*ry  ftep  in  lading  volumes  wrote : 
Hence  o'er  the  world  this  pleailng  art  (hall  fpread. 
And  ev'ry  dance  in  ev'ry  clime  be  read, 
By  diftant  mafters  (hall  each  ftep  be  feen, 
Tho'  mountains  rife,  and  oceans  roir  between ; 
Hence  with  her  fifter  arts,  (hall  dancing  claim 
An  equal  right  to  univerfal  fame ; 
And  Isaac's  rigadoon  (hall  live  as  long, 
As  Raphael's  painting,  or  as  Virgil^s  fong. 

Wife  Nature  ever,  with  a  prudent  hand, 
Difpenfes  various  gifts  to  ev^ry  land  ^ 
To  ev'ry  nation  frugally  imparts 
A  genius  (it  for  fome  peculiar  arts ; 

•  Faillet  wrote  the  Art  of  Dancing  by  Charafters,  io 
French,  fince  tranflated  by  Weaver. 

Vol.  I.  C  To 
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To  trade  the  Dutch  iiKltne,  the  Swiss  to  atrms, 
Mufic  and  verfe  are  foft  Italians  charms  ; 
Britannia  jufUy  glories  to  have  found 
Lands  unexplor'd,  and  lail'd  the  globe  around ; 
But  none  will  fure  prefume  to  rival  France, 
Whether  (he  forms  or  executes  the  dance  i 
To  her  exalted  genius  'tis  we  owe 
The  fprightly  Rigadoon  and  Louvre  tiow^ 
The  Boree,  and  Courant  unpradis'd  long, 
Th'  immortal  Minuet,  and  fmooth  Bretagne, 
With  all  thofe  dances  of  illuftrious  fame, 
•  Which  from  their  native  country  take  their  name  5 
With  thefe  let  evVy  ball  be  firft  begun. 
Nor  country  dance  iutrude  till  thefe  are  done. 
Each  cautious  bard,  ere  he  attempts  to  fing, 
Firft  gently  flutt'ring  tries  his  tender  wing  | 
And  if  he  finds  that  with  uncommon  (ire 
The  Mufes  all  his  raptur'd  foul  infpire. 
At  once  to  heav'n  he  foars  in  lofty  odes, 
And  (ings  alone  of  heroes  and  of  gods  ( 


*  French  Dances. 

But 


C    »9    J 

But  if  he  trembliog  fears  a  flight  fo  high^ 
He  then  defcends  to  fofter  elegy ; 
And  if  in  elegy  he  can't  fucceed. 
In  paft'ral  he  may  tune  the  oaten  reed : 
So  (hould  the  dancer,  ere  he  tries  to  move, 
With  car^  his  ftrength,  his  weight  and  genius  prove  i 
Then,  if  he  finds  kind  Nature's  gifts  impart 
Endowments  proper  for  the  dancing  art^ 
If  in  himfelf  he  feels  together  join'd^ 
An  adive  body  and  ambitious  mind. 
In  nimble  Rigadoons  he  may  advance. 
Or  in  the  Louvre's  flow  majeftic  danc6  ; 
If  theie  he  fears  to  reach,  with  eafy  pace 
Let  him  the  Minuet's  circling  mazes  trace  f 
Is  this  too  bard  i  this  too  let  him  forbear. 
And  to  the  country  dance  confine  his  care. 
Would  you  in  dancing  ev'ry  fault  avoid, 
To  keep  true  time  be  firft  your  thoughts  employ'd  i 
All  other  errors  they  in  vain  ihall  mend. 
Who  in  this  one  important  point  ofiend  i 
For  this,  when  now  united  hand  in  hand 
Eager  to  ftart  the  youthful  couple  ftand, 

C  2  Let 
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Let  them  a  while  their  nimble  feet  reftnin, 
And  with  foft  taps  beat  time  to  ev'ry  ftrain  : 
So  for  the  race  prepared  two  courfers  ftand, 
And  with  impatient  pawings  fpurn  ^e  (and. 

In  vain  a  mafter  (hall  employ  his  care. 
Where  nature  has  once  fixM  a  dumfy  air ; 
Rather  let  fuch,  to  country  fports  confined, 
Purfue  the  flying  hare  or  timorous  hind : 
Nor  yet,  while  I  the  rural  Tquire  defpife^ 
A  mien  eflfeminate  would  I  advife : 
With  equal  fcorn  I  would  die  fop  deride. 
Nor  let  him  dance,-— *but  on  the  woman's  fide. 

And  you,  fair  Nymphs,  avoid  with  equal  care 
A  ftupid  dulnefi,  and  a  coquet  air ; 
Neither  with  eyes,  that  ever  love  the  ground, 
Afleep,  like  fpinntng  tops,  run  round  and  round. 
Nor  yet  with  giddy  looks  and  wanton  pride. 
Stare  all  around,  and  (kip  from  (ide  to  fide. 

True  dancing,  like  true  wit,  is  beft  expreft 
By  nature  only  to  advantage  dreft  i 
"^Tis  not  a  nimble  bound,  or  caper  high, 
That  can  pretend  to  pleafe  a  curious  eye. 

Good 
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Good  judges  no  fuch  tumblers  tricks  regard 
Or  think  them  beautiful,  becaufe  they're  hard. 

*Tis  not  enough  that  ev'ry  ftander-by 
No  glaring  errors  in  your  fteps  can  fpy. 
The  dance  and  mufic  muft  fo  nicely  meet, 
Each  note  (hould  feem  an  echo  to  your  feet ; 
A  namelefs  grace  muft  in  each  movement  dwell| 
Which  words  can  ne'er  exprefs,  or  precepts  tell. 
Not  to  be  taught,  but  ever  to  be  feen 
In  Flavians  air,  and  Chloe*s  eafy  mien ; 
'Tis  fuch  an  air  that  makes  her  thoulands  fall^ 
When  Fielding  dances  at  a  birthnight  ball ; 
Smooth  as  Camilla  (he  (kirns  o'er  the  plain, 
And  flies  like  her  thro'  crowds  of  heroes  flain* 

Now  when  the  Minuet  oft  repeated  o'er, 
(Like  all  terreftrial  joys)  can  pleafe  no  morop 
And  ev'ry  nymph,  refufing  to  expand 
Her  charms,  declines  the  circulating  hand  ;    • 
Then  let  the  jovial  Country- dance  begin. 
And  the  loud  fiddles  call  each  ftraggler  in  : 
But  ere  they  come,  permit  me  to  difdofe^ 
Oqw  firft)  as  legends  tell,  this  paftime  rofe^ 
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In  ancient  times  (fuch  times  are  now  no  more) 
When  Albion's  crown  illuftrious  Arthur  wore. 
In  fome  £iir  op'ning  glade,  each  fummer's  night. 
Where  the  pale  moon  diffus'd  her  filver  light, 
On  the  foft  carpet  of  a  grafly  field. 
The  fporting  Fairies  their  aflemblies  held : 
Some  lighdy  tripping  with  their  pigmy  queen. 
In  circling  ringlets  mark'd  the  level  green. 
Some  with  foft  notes  bade  mellow  pipes  refound. 
And  muiic  warble  thro'  the  groves  around^ 
Oft  lonely  (hepherds  by  the  foreft  fide. 
Belated  peafants  oft  their  revels  fpy'd. 
And  home  returning  o'er  their  nut-brown  ale. 
Their  guefts  diverted  with  the  wond'rous  tale* 
Inftruded  hence,  throughout  the  Britifli  ifle, 
And  fondno  imitate  the  pleafing  toil. 
Round  where  the  trembling  may-pole  fix'd  on  high. 
Uplifts  its  flow'ry  honours  to  the  fky. 
The  ruddy  maids  and  fun-burnt  fwains  refort. 
And  pra<aifc  evVy  night  the  lovely  fport ; 
On  ev'ry  fide  ^olian  artifts  ftand, 
Whofc  active  elbows  fwelling  winds  command ; 

The 
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The  fwelling  winds  harmonious  pipes  infpire^ 
And  blow  in  ev'xy  breaft  a  genVous  fire* 

Thus  taught,  at  firft  the  Country-dance  began, 
And  hence  to  cities  and  to  courts  it  raa } 
Succeeding  ages  did  in  time  impart 
Various  improvements  to  the  lovely  art ; 
From  fields  and  groves  to  palaces  remov'd, 
Great  ones  the  pleafing  exercife  approv'd : 
Hence  the  loud  fiddle,  and  (hrill  trumpet's  founds. 
Are  made  companions  of  the  dancer's  bounds ; 
Hence  gems  and  filks,  brocades  and  ribbons  join, 
To  make  the  ball  with  perfect  luftre  (hine. 

So  rude  at  firft  the  Tragic  mufe  appeared. 
Her  voice  alone  by  ruftic  rabble  heard, 
Where  twifting  trees  a  cooling  arbour  made^ 
The  pleas'd  fpeSators  fat  beneath  the  fliade ; 
The  homely  ftage  with  rufhes  green  was  ftrewM, 
And  in  a  cart-the  ftrolling  a£tors  rode : 
Till  time  at  length  improved  the  great  defign, 
And  bade  the  fcenes  with  painted  landfkips  (bine  i 
Then  art  did  all  the  bright  machines  difpofe. 
And  theatres  of  Parian  marble  rofe, 

C  4  Tbcn 
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Then  mimic  thunder  (hook  the  canvas  (ky. 
And  Gods  defcended  from  their  towVs  on  Jitgh. 

With  caution  now  let  ev'ry  youth  prepare 
To  chufe  a  partner  from  the  mingled  Fair ; 
Vain  wouM  be  here  th'  inftruSing  Mufe's  voice^ 
If  (he  pretended  to  dired  his  choice : 
Beauty  alone  by  fancy  is  expre(t. 
And  charms  in  different  forms  each  difPrent  breaft  i 
A  fnowy  (kin  this  am'rous  youth  admires, 
Whilft  nut-brown  cheeks  another's  bofom  fires. 
Small  wai(b|  and  Sender  limbs  (bme  hearts  infnare^ 
Whilft  others  love  the  more  fubftantial  Fair* 

But  let  not  outward  charms  your  judgment  fway. 
Your  reafon  rather  than  your  eyes  obey. 
And  in  the  dance  as  in  the  marriage  noofe. 
Rather  for  merit,  than  for  beauty,  choofe : 
Be  her  your  choice,  who  knows  with  perfed  (kill 
When  (be  (hould  move,  and  when  (he  (hould  be  (till. 
Who  uninftruded  can  perform  her  (hare. 
And  kindly  half  the  pleafing  burthen  bear. 
Unhappy  is  that  hopelefs  wretch's  fate, 
Who^  fetter'd  in  the  matrimonial  ftate 

With 
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With  a  poor,  fimple,  unexperienc'd  wifoy 
Is  forc'd  to  lead  the  tedious  dance  of  life; 
And  fuch  is  his^  with  fuch  a  partner  join'd, 
A  moving  puppet,  but  without  a  mind  : 
Still  muft  his  hand  be  pointing  out  the  waj. 
Yet  ne'er  can  teach  To  &ft  as  (ho  can  ftray  i 
Beneath  her  follies  he  muft  ever  groan, 
And  ever  bluih  for  errors  not  his  own. 
But  now  behold  united  hand  in  hand, 
Rang'd  on  rach  fide,  the  well-pair'd  couples  ftand  I 
Each  youthfu}  boTom  beating  with  delight. 
Waits  the  briik  fignal  for  the  pleafing  fight; 
While  lovely  eyes,  that  fla(h  unufual  rays. 
And  fnowy  bofoms  pull'd  above  the  ftays, 
Quick  bufy  hands,  and  bridling  heads  declare 
The  fond  impatience  of  the  ftarting  Fair. 
And  fee,  the  fprightly  dance  is  now  begun ! 
Now  here,  now  there  the  giddy  maze  they  run. 
Now  with  |low  fteps  they  pace  the  circling  ring. 
Now  all  confus'd,  too  fwift  for  fight  they  fpring : 
So,  in  a  wheel  with  rapid  fury  toft. 
The  undiftingui(h*d  fpolces  are  in  the  motion  loft. 

Thf 
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The  dancer  here  no  more  requires  a  Guide, 
To  no  ftriil  fteps  his  nimble  feet  are  ty'd. 
The  Mufc's  precepts  here  would  ufelefs  be, 
Where  all  is  £uKy'd,  unconfin'd,  and  free  -, 
Let  him  but  to  the  mufic's  voice  attend. 
By  this  intruded  he  can  ne'er  offend  j 
If  to  his  Ihare  it  falls  the  dance  to  lead, 
In  well-known  paths  he  may  be  fare  to  tread ; 
If  others  lead  let  him  their  motions  view. 
And  in  their  fteps  the  winding  maze-purfue. 

In  every  Country-dance  a  ferious  mind, 
Turn'd  for  refle£tion,  can  a  moral  find, 
In  Hunt-the-Squirrel  thus  the  numph  we  view. 
Seeks  when  we  fly,  but  fiies  when  we  purfue  : 
Thus  in  round-dances  where  our  partners  change. 
And  unconfin'd  from  Fair  to  Fair  we  range. 
As  (bon  as  one  from  his  own  confort  flies. 
Another  fcizes  on  the  lovely  prize  j 
A  while  the  fiiv'rite  youth  enjoys  her  charms^ 
Till  the  next  comer  fteals  her  from  his  arms. 
New  ones  fucceed,  the  laft  is  ftill  her  care ; 
How  true  an  emblem  of  th'  inconftanc  Fair ! 

Where 
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Where  eui  philofophers,  and  (ages  wife. 
Who  read  the  curious  volumes  of  the  fkies, 
A  model  more  exafi  than  dancing  name 
Of  the  creation's  univerial  frame  ? 
Where  worlds  unnumber'd  o'er  th'  aetherial  way. 
In  a  bright  regular  confufion  ftray ; 
Now  here,  now  there  they  whirl  a}ong  the  fky. 
Now  near  approach,  and  now  far  diftant  fly. 
Now  meet  in  the  fame  order  they  begun. 
And  then  the  great  celeftial  dance  is  done. 

Where  can  the  Mor'lift  find  a  jufter  plan 
Of  the  vain  labours,  and  the  life  of  man  ? 
A  virhik  thro'  juftling  crowds  we  toil  and  fweat, 
And  eagerly  purfue  we  know  not  what. 
Then  when  our  trifling  ihort-liv'd  race  is  run. 
Quite  tir'd  fit  down,  juft  where  we  firft  begun. 

Tho'  to  your  arms  kind  fate's  indulgent  care 
Has  giv'n  a  partner  exquifitely  fair. 
Let  not  her  charms  fo  much  engage  your  heart, 
That  you  negled  the  fkilful  dancer's  part ; 
Be  not,  when  you  the  tuneful  notes  (hould  hear, 
^till  whifp'ring  idle  prattle  iq  her  ear ; 

3  When 
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When  you  (bould  be  cmplojr'd,  be  not  at  plajr^ 
Nor  for  your  joys  all  other  fteps  delay ; 
But  when  the  fmifh'd  dance  you  once  have  done. 
And  with  applaufe  thro'  ev'ry  couple  run, 
There  reft  a  while  ;  there  iiiatch  the  fleetk^  blifs^ 
The  tender  whifper,  and  the  balmy  kifs  ; 
Each  fecret  wi(h^  each  fofter  hope  confefs, 
And  her  moift  palm  with  eager  fiogers  prefs ; 
With  (miles  the  Fair  (hall  hear  your  warm  defires. 
When  mufic  melts  her  foul,  and  dancing  fires. 

Thus  mixM  with  love,  the  pleafing  toil  purfue^ 
Till  the  unwelcome  mom  appears  in  view ; 
Then,  when  approaching  day  its  beams  di^lays^ 
And  the  dull  candles  (hine  with  fainter  rays> 
Then,  when  the  iiin  juft  rifes  o*er  the  deep. 
And  each  bright  eye  is  almoft  fet  in  fleep. 
With  ready  hand  obfequious  youths  prepare 
Safe  to  her  coach  to  lead  each  chofen  Fair, 
And  guard  her  from  the  morn's  inclement  air  : 
Let  a  warm  hood  enwrap  her  lovely  head, 
And  o'er  her  neck  a  handkerchief  be  fpread. 

Around 
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Around  her  (houlders  let  this  arm  be  caft, 
Whilft  that  from  cold  defends  her  flender  waift ; 
With  kifies  warm  her  balmy  lips  (hall  glow, 
Unchill'd  by  nightly  damps  or  wintry  (how. 
While  gen'rous  whtte-wine,  rauii'd  with  ginger  warm. 
Safely  proteSs  her  inward  frame  from  harm. 

But  ever  let  my  lovely  pupils  fear 
To  chill  their  mantling  blood  with  cold  fmall-beer» 
Ah,  thoughtlefs  Fair  i  the  tempting  draught  refufe, 
When  thus  forewarned  by  my  experienc'd  Mufe  : 
Let  the  iad  confequence  your  thoughts  employ. 
Nor  hazard  future  pains,  for  prefent  joy ; 
f^eftnidion  lurks  within  the  pois'nous  dofe^ 
A  fatal  fever,  or  a  pimpled  nofe. 

Thus  thro^  each  precept  of  the  dancing  art 
The  Mufe  has  playM  the  kind  inftru£lor*s  part» 
Thro'  every  maze  her  pupils  (he  has  led, 
And  pointed  out  ^he  fureft  paths  to  tread ; 
No  more  remains  ;  no  more  the  goddefs  fmgs. 
But  drops  her  pinions,  and  unfurls  her  wings ; 
On  downy  beds  the  weary'd  dancers  lie. 
And  fleep's  (ilk  cords  tie  down  each  drowfy  eye, 

Delightful 
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Deligbtful  dreams  their  pleafing  fports  reftore^ 
And  ev'n  in  fleep  they  fcem  to  dance  once  more« 

And  now  the  work  completely  finifli'd  lies. 
Which  the  devouring  teeth  of  time  defies ; 
Whilft  birds  in  air,  or  fifh  in  ftreams  we  find. 
Or  damfels  fret  with  aged  partners  joined ; 
As  long  as  nymphs  (ball  with  attentive  ear 
A  fiddle  rather  than  a  fermon  hear : 
So  long  the  brighteft  eyes  (hall  oft  perufe 
Thefe  ufeful  lines  of  my  inftni^ve  mufe  1 
Each  belle  (hall  wear  them  wrote  upon  her  fan. 
And  each  bright  beau  (hall  read  them^-if  he  can. 


WRITTEN 


% 
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WRITTSN     IN     THE     RIGHT     H O M O V R A fi L K 

THE    EARL    OF    OXFORD'S 

Library    at    Wimple*, 

An.  1729. 


T  T  T  H  O,  uninfpir'd,  can  tread  this  facred  ground, 
^  ^     With  all  the  fons  of  Fame  encompafs'd  round  ? 
Where,  crown'd  with  wreaths  of  ever- verdant  bays, 
Each  fifter  Art  her  willing  charms  difplays : 


•  Wimple  Hall,  with  the  eftatc  round  it,  was  formerly 
the  poiTeffion  of  the  Cutts  family,  an  ancient  family  in  the 
county  of  Cambridge,  and  a  defcendant  of  which  was  the 
gallant  Lord  Cutts,  who  fo  frequently  diftinguiihed  himfelf 
in  the  feveral  fiegcs  and  battles  during  the  war  in  which  the 
great  Dukeof  Marlborough  commanded.-— This  ellace  was 
fold  by  the  Cutts  family  to  the  famous  Sir  John  Cutler,  who 
fettled  it  on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  Lord  Radnor. 
Lord  Radnor  afterwards  fold  it  to  John  Hollis,  Duke  of 
Newcaille,  in  the  partition  of  whofe  eflates  it  came  to  the 
Earl  of  Oxford,  who  married  his  only  daughter.  This  he 
made  his  country  residence,  and  here  was  kept  his  famous 
library  till  the  time  of  his  death.  After  his  death,  it  was 
ibid  by  his  family  to  the  Chancellor  Lord  Hardwicke,  from 
whom  it  defcended  to  the  prefent  Earl  Hardwicke. 

Mellow'd 
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MellowM  by  time,  here  beauteous  paintings  glom^i 
There  marble  bufts  illuftrious  faces  (how  t 
And  in  old  coins  are  little  heroes  feen^ 
With  venerable  ruft  of  ages  green : 
Around,  unwounded  by  the  teeth  of  age. 
By  Gothick  fire,  and  Perfecution's  rage, 
FcrkSt  and  fair  unnumber'd  volumes  fhmd. 
By  Providence  preferv'd  for  Oxford's  hand* 

Whilft  thus  within  thefe  magic  walls  I  ftray. 
At  once  all  clim^  and  ages  I  furvey : 
On  Fancy's  wings  I  fly  from  fliore  to  (hore, 
Recall  paft  time,  and  live  whole  aeras  o'er : 
Converfe  with  heroes  fam'd  in  ancient  fong^ 
And  bards,  by  whom  thofe  heroes  breathe  fo  long: 
Obferve  the  quick  migrations  Learning  makeS| 
How  harrafs^d  nations  trembling  (he  forfakes, 
And  haftes  away  to  build  her  downy  neft 
In  happier  climes,  with  peace  and  plenty  bleft. 

See  how,  in  fam'd  Augustus*  golden  days, 
Wit  triumphs,  crown'd  with  univer&l  praife  I 
Approaches  thrones  with  a  majeftic  air. 
The  Prince's  miftre(s,  and  the  Statefman's  care. 

Mecjenas 
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Mecanas  (hines  in  evVy  claffic  page, 

Mecjekas,  once  the  Harley  of  his  age* 

Nor  with  lefs  glory  (he  her  charms  dlfplay'd. 

In  Albion  once  when  Royal  Anna  fway'd. 

See  Oxford  fmiles  !  and  all  the  tuneful  train, 

In  his  Britannia*s  fons  revive  again; 

Prior,  like  Horace,  ftrikes  the  founding  ftrings. 

And  in  harmonious  Pope  once  more  great  Maro  fings. 

Again  (he  waves  her  pinions  to  be  gone, 

And  only  hopes  protedion  from  his  fon : 

ChasM  from  the  fenate  and  the  court  fhe  flies. 

There  craft  and  party  zeal  her  place  fupplies* 

Yet  ftill,  fince  fixM  in  Wimple's  happy  plain, 

(Her  laft  retreat)  (be  knows  not  to  complain. 

There  in  great  Oxford's  converfe  does  engage 

Th'  in(lruded  ear,  and  (hames  a  vicious  age  ; 

Or  in  his  confort's  accents  (bnds  confeft. 

And  charms  with  graceful  eafe  each  lift'ning  gueft  ; 

Or  with  her  lov'd  companions  gUdly  tied, 

Goodnefs  fmcere,  and  Beauty  void  of  pride, 

Fixes  her  throne  in  Margaretta's  •  face. 

And  from  her  lips  acquires  a  new  refiftlefs  grace. 

•  Lady  Margaret  Cavendifh  Harley,  afterwards  married 
to  William,  the  fecond  Duke  of  Portland. 
Vol.  I.  D  ,         EO\^- 
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B  O  N  F  O  N  I  U  S»,  Baf.  XI. 

Exoptat  fi  florem  ilium  tffi^  quo  uientur  amsia^ 

TT^  RGO,  floTcule,  tu  mese  puelbe 

*^^  Hoc  fiorcnte  finu  ufque  conquieftet  ? 

Ergo  tu  dominse  mex  papillis 

Beatus  nimis  infidebis  ufque  t 
O  fi,  flofcule,  m!  tui  licerd 
Ifb  forte  frui,  &  meae  puelbe 
Incubare  finu,  atque  defidere 
Ho8  inter  globulos  papiUularuix^ 
Non  fie  lentus  inerfque  conquiefcami 
Non  fie  infideam  otiofus  ufque* 
Sed  toto  fpatio  inquietus  erreniy 
£t  feram  finui,  feramque  collo 
Mille  bafia,  mille  &  huic  &  illi 
Impingam  globuio  ofculadones* 


K<c 


*  A  poet  of  tbc  fixuenth  uatuy,  bon  at  ClermoDt, 


t    35    I 


ToaNOSEOATln  Pakcharilla's  BttdL 

W  R  I  T  t  •  N     I  tf     I^t^w 

I 

Tt  ^  U  S  T  yovL  alom  then,  happy  floW'rs, 
^^-^  Ye  fhort-fiv'd  fons  of  Tcrnal  (how'rst 
Muft  you  alone  be  ftill  thus  bleft^ 
And  dwell  in  Pancharilla's  breaift  t 
Oh  would  the  Godft  but  hear  my  prajr'r^ 
To  change  my  form  and  plate  me  &exef 
I  (hould  not  fure  fo  qukkly  dte^ 
I  (houM  not  fo  uniiaiv^  Ire ; 
But  ever  wandVitig  to  and  firo^ 
From  this  to  that  fiiir  ball  (jf  fhotr, 
Enjoy  ten  thoufand  thoirfkrtd  bltfles 
And  print  on  each  Mfi  thott&nd  kiSkU 

in  Aovergne,  Lieutenant  General  <tf  Bar  oft  thi  Sdjgw.; 
who,  of  all  the  modems,  in  his  Latin  poems  approachea 
the  neareil  to  the  grace*  eafe,  and  foftnefs  of  Tibullas. 


D  a 


Nor 
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Nee  mihi  (atis  haec  putes  futura : 
Namque  &  difcere  curiofus  optem. 
Quid  difcriminis  inter  hunc  &  ilium, 
£t  quantus  tumor  hujus  illiufque ; 
Quantum  albedine  praeftet  hie  vel  ille; 
Quantum  duritie  bic  vel  ille  vincat; 
Sinifterne  globus,  globufne  dexter 
Figura  placeat  rotundiore ; 
An  dexter  globus,  an  globus  finifter 
Papilla  rubeat  rubentiore :  • 
Explorem  quoque,  quo  beata  ducat 
Ilia  femita,  quae  globos  gemellos 
Sic  difcriminat,  &  fubeile  damat 
Mellitum  magis  eleganfque  quiddam : 
Indagem  quoque,  quicquid  eft  latentis, 
£t  labar  tacitus,  ferarque  fenfim, 
Ufque  Cjrpridis  ad  beata  regna. 

At  mi  Pancharidis  meae  papillas 
Nee  fummo  licet  ore  fuaviari, 
Nec  levi  licet  attigifie  palmj. 


O  fortem 
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Nor  would  I  thus  the  talk  give  o'er ; 
Curious  new  fecrets  to  explore, 
I'd  never  reft  till  I  had  found 
Which  globe  was  fofteft,  which  moft  round— > 
Which  was  moft  yielding,  finooth,  and  white. 
Or  the  left  bofom,  or  the  right; 
Which  was  the  warmeft,  eafieft  bed, 
And  which  was  tipM  with  pureft  red. 

Nor  cou'd  I  leave  the  beauteous  fcene. 
Till  I  had  tracM  the  path  between, 
That  milky  way  fo  fmooth  and  even, 
That  promifes  to  lead  to  heav'n ; 
Lower  and  lower  I'd  defcend. 
To  find  where  it  at  laft  wou'd  end  j 
Till  fully  bleft  I'd  wand'ring  rove 
O'er  all  the  fragrant  Cyprian  grove* 

But  ah  !  thofe  wifhes  all  are  vain, 
The  fair  one  triumphs  in  my  pain ; 
To  flow'rs  that  know  not  to  be  bleft. 
The  n]rmph  unveils  her  fnowy  breaft  ; 
While  to  her  flave's  defiring  eyes, 
The  heav'nly  ptofpeSt  (he  denies : 

D  3  Too 
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O  for  tern  nimis  a^ram  atque  iniquani ! 
Tantillum  ilia  negat  mihi  petenriy 
Tantillum  ilia  negat  mihi  (cienti; 
Quae  tantum  buiQ  tribuit  nee  id  petentt^ 
Qua;  tantMixi  huic  trijbuifc  nc c  id  fcienCi. 


^-i:^^)^ 
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Too  cruel  fate,  too  cruel  Fair, 
To  place  a  fenfelcfs  nofegay  there. 
And  ytt  refufe  my  lips  the  blifs 
To  tafte  one  dear  tranfporting  kiTs. 


D  + 
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A    N 

EPISTLE, 

Written  in  the  C  o  u  n  T  R  v, 

TO      THE 

Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Lovelace*  then  in  Town. 
September,    1735. 

T  N  days,  my  Lord,  when  mother  Time, 
■*■  Tho'  now  grown  old,  was  in  her  prime. 
When  Saturn  firft  began  to  rule. 
And  Jove  was  hardly  come  from  fchool. 
How  happy  was  a  country  life ! 
How  free  from  wickednefs  and  ftrife  ! 


*  Nevil  Lord  Lovelace  was  one  of  thofe  with  whom  the 
author  made  a  hiendfiiip  on  his  firft  coming  into  the 
worldj  uninterrupted  till  his  death,  which  happened  at  an 
*  early  period  of  his  life.— There  appear  flrong  marks  of  hit 
affedion  for  him,  in  feme  letters  wrote  to  his  lordfhip't 
fifter,  the  late  Lady  Harry  Beauderc,  now  in  the  polTeflion 
of  her  defcendants.— He  was  a  man  of  letters,  a  friend  to 
the  Mufes,  and  highly  falhioned  according  to  the  breedmg 
of  thofe  days. 

Then 
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Then  each  man  liv'd  upon  his  hraiy 

And  thought  and  did  no  mortal  harm  ; 

On  mofly  banks  hit  virgins  flept. 

As  harmlefs  as  the  flocks  they  kept ; 

Then  love  was  all  thejc  had  to  do, 

And  nymphs  were  chafte,  and  fwains  were  true. 

But  now,  whatever  poets  write, 
Tis  Aire  the  cafe  is  altered  quite, 
Virtue  no  more  in  rural  plaint. 
Or  innocence,  or  peace  remains ; 
But  vice  is  in  the  cottage  found. 
And  country  girls  are  oft  unfound  ; 
Fierce  party  rage  each  village  fires^ 
With  wars  of  jufticcs  and  'fquires  s 
Attorneys,  for  a  barley-ftraw. 
Whole  ages  hamper  folks  in  law. 
And  ev'ry  neighbour's  in  a  flame 
About  their  rates,  or  tythes,  or  game : 
Some  quarrel  for  their  hares  and  pigeons, 
And  fome  for  difPrence  in  religions : 
Some  hold  their  parfon  the  beft  preacher, 
The  tinker  fome  a  better  teacher  s 

Thcfi^ 
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Thefe,  to  the  church  tbey  fight  for  ftrangerfl^ 
Have  foith  in  nothing  but  her  dangers  ; 
While  thofe,  a  more  beKeving  people. 
Can  fwallow  all  things      ■■■  but  a  fteeple. 

But  I,  my  Lord,  who,  as  3rou  knolTy 
Care  little  how  thefe  matters  go^ 
And  equally  deteft  the  ftrife 
And  ufual  joys  of  coimtry  llky 
Have  by  good  fortune  little  (hart 
Of  its  diverfions,  or  its  care  ; 
For  feldom  I  with  'fquires  unite, 
Who  hunt  all  day  and  drink  aU  night; 
Nor  reckon  wonderful  inviting^ 
A  quarter-feffions,  or  cock-fighting. 
But  then  no  farm  I  occupy, 
Widi  (heep  to  rot,  and  cows  to  die : 
Nor  rage  I  much,  or  much  defpair^ 
Tho'  in  my  hedge  I  find  a  fiuuv  ; 
Nor  view  I,  with  due  admiration^ 
All  the  high  honouf s  here  in  fafliion  ; 
The  great  commii&oas  of  the  quorum^ 
Terrors  to  all  who  come  before  ^cm ; 

Militia 
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Militia  fcarlet  edgM  with  gold, 

Or  the  white  ftaff  high  {heriffs  hold  ; 

The  reprcfcntative's  careffing. 

The  judge's  bow,  the  bifhop's  bleffing; 

Nor  can  I  for  my  foul  delight 

In  the  dull  feaft  of  neighboring  knight^ 

Who,  if  you  fend  three  days  before. 

In  white  gloves  metts  you  at  the  door. 

With  fuperfluity  of  breeding 

Firft  makes  you  fick,  and  then  with  feeding : 

Or  if,  with  ceremony  cloy'd, 

You  would  next  time  fuch  plagues  avoid. 

And  vifit  without  previous  notice, 

John,  John,  a  coach !-— I  can't  think  who  ^tis. 

My  lady  cries,  who  fpies  your  coach, 

Ere  you  the  avenue  approach ; 

Lord,  how  unlucky  !— wafliing  day ! 

And  all  the  men  are  in  the  hay  I 

Entrance  to  gain  is  fomething  hard. 

The  dogs  all  bark,  the  gates  arc  barr*d  j 

The  prd's'with  lines  of  linen  crofs*d. 

The  hall  door's  lock'd,  the  key  is  loft  ; 


Thefe 


[    44    ] 
Tbefe  difficulties  all  o'ercome. 
We  reach  at  length  the  drawing-room  ; 
Then  there's  fuch  trampling  over-head. 
Madam,  you'd  fwear,  was  brought  to  bed ; 
Miis  in  a  hurry  burfts  her  lock. 
To  get  clean  fleeves  to  hide  her  fmock  ; 
The  fervants  run,  the  pewter  clatters, 
Uj  lady  drefles,  calls,  and  chatters ; 
The  cook-maid  raves  for  want  of  butter, 
Pigs  fqueak,  fowls  fcream,  and  green  gecfe  flutter. 
Now  after  three  hours  tedious  waiting, 
On  all  our  neighbours  &ults  debating, 
And  having  nine  times  view'd  the  garden. 
In  which  there's  nothing  worth  a  farthing, 
In  comes  my  lady,  and  the  pudden : 
You  will  excufe,  fir,— on  a  fuddeiv-* 
Then,  that  we  may  have  four  and  four. 
The  bacon,  fowls,  and  coUyflow'r 
Their  ancient  unity  divide. 
The  top  one  graces,  one  each  fide  ; 
And  by  and  by,  the  fecond  courfe 
Comes  lagging  like  a  diftanc'd  horfe ; 

A  lalver 
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A  falver  then  to  church  and  king, 

The  butler  fweats,  the  glaflcs  ring ; 

The  cloth  removed,  the  toafts  go  roundj 

Bawdy  and  politics  abound  ; 

And  as  the  knight  more  tipfy  waxes. 

We  damn  all  minifters  and  taxes. 

At  laft  the  ruddy  fun  quite  funk, 

The  coachman  tolerably  drunk. 

Whirling  o*er  hillocks,  ruts,  ai|d  ftortcs. 

Enough  to  diflocate  one's  bones, 

Wc  home  return,  a  wond*rous  token 

Of  Heaven's  kind  care,  with  limbs  unbroken. 

Affiid  us  not,  ye  Gods,  tho'  finners. 

With  many  days  like  this,  or  dinners  ! 

But  if  civilities  thus  teaze  me. 
Nor  bufmefs,  nor  diverfions  pleafe  me : 
You'll  afk,  my  Lord,  how  time  I  fpend  i 
I  anfwer,  with  a  book  or  friend  : 
The  circulating  hours  dividing 
'Twixt  reading,  walking,  eating,  riding ; 
But  books  are  ftill  my  higheft  joy, 
Thefe  carlieft  pleafe,  and  lateft  cloy. 

Somedmcs 
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SometTmes  o*er  diftaot  climes  I  ftrayy 
By  guides  experiencM  taught  the  way  ; 
The  wonders  of  each  region  ricw. 
From  frozen  Lapland  to  Peru; 
Bound  o'er  rough  feas,  and  mountains  barty 
Yet  ne'er  forfalce  my  elbow  chair* 
Sometimes  fome  fam'd  hiftoriaa's  pea 
Recalls  paft  ages  back  agen. 
Where  all  I  fee,  thro'  cv'ry  pagc^ 
Is  but  how  men,  with  fenfeleft  rag^ 
Each  other  rob,  deftroy,  and  burn. 
To  ferve  a  prieft's,  or  ftatdhian's  turn  i 
Tho'  loaded  with  a  different  aiia. 
Yet  always  afles  much  the  iame. 
Sometimes  I  view  with  much  delight^ 
Divines  their  holy  game-cocks  fight  i 
Here  faith  and  works^  at  variance  fet^ 
Strive  hard  who  fhall  the  vifi'ry  get ; 
Pre(bytery  and  epifcopacy 
^ey  fight  fo  long,  it  would  amaze  ye : 
Here  free-will  holds  a  fierce  difpute 
With  reprobation  ahfoliite  i 

a  There 
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There  fenfe  kickis  tnuifubftaotiatioiiy 
And  reafon  peck^  at  revelation. 
With  learned  Nswtom  now  I  Bj 
O'er  all  the  rolling  orbs  on  high, 
Vifit  new  worlds,  and  for  a  minute 
This  old  one  Icoro,  and  all  that's  in  it; 
And  now  with  li^>'ring  3oyi.|e  I  trac« 
Nature  through  ev'rjr  winding  m^^ 
The  latent  qualities  admire 
Of  vapours,  water,  air,  and  fire : 
With  pleafing  admiration  fee 
Matter's  furprifing  fubtilty  ; 
As  how  die  fmaUeft  lamp  difplaf% 
For  miles  around^  it's  fcatter'd  rays  ;! 
Or  how  (the  cafe  ftill  more  t'  explain) 
*  A  £irt^  that  weighs  not  half  a  grainy 
The  atmofphere  will  oft  perfume 
Of  a  whole  fpacious  drawing-room* 

Sometimes  I  pafs  a  whole  long  daj 
In  happy  indolence  away. 
In  fondly  meditating  o'er 
Paft  pleafures^  and  in  hoping  more : 

f  See  Boyle's  Experiments. 
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Or  wander  thro'  die  fields  and  woods^ 
And  gardens  bathM  in  circling  floods, 
There  blooming  flowers  with  rapture  vieW| 
And  fparkling  gems  of  morning  dew, 
Whence  in  my  mind  ideas  rife 
Of  CiELiA's  cheeks,  and  Chloe's  eyest 
*Tis  thus,  my  Lord,  I  free  from  ftrife 
Spend  an  inglorious  country  life ; 
Thefe  are  the  joys  I  ftill  purfue, 
When  abfent  from  the  town  and  you ; 
Thus  pafs  long  fiimmer  funs  away, 
£ufily  idle,  calmly  gay : 
Nor  great,  nor  mean,  nor  rich,  nor  poor, 
Not  having  much,  nor  wifhing  more  1 
Except  that  you,  when  weary  grown 
Of  all  the  follies  of  the  town. 
And  feeing,  in  all  public  places, 
The  fame  vain  fops  and  painted  faces, 
Would  fometimes  kindly  condefcend 
To  vifit  a  dull  country  friend : 
Here  youMl  be  ever  fure  to  meet 
A  hearty  welcome  ^o'  no  treat, 


One 
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One  who  has  nothing  die  to  do^ 
But  to  divert  himfelf  and  you : 
A  houfe,  where  quiet  guards  the  door. 
No  rural  wits  finoke,  drink,  and  roar. 
Choice  books,  lafe  horfes,  wholefome  liquor^ 
Clean  girls,  backgammon,  and  the  vicar* 
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To  the  Hon.   PHILIP    Y  O  R  K  E,  Efq. 

rri  H  O  U,  whom  nor  honours,  wealth,  nor  youth 

*  can  fpoil 

With  the  leaft  vice  of  each  luxuriant  foil. 
Say,  YoRKE,  (for  fure,  if  any,  thou  canft  tell) 
What  Virtue  is,  who  pnuSlife  it  fo  well  j 
Say,  where  inhabits  this  Sultana  queen  ; 
Prais'd  and  ador'd  by  all,  but  rarely  feen : 
By  what  fure  mark  her  eflence  can  we  trace. 
When  each  religion,  fa£lion,  age,  and  place 
Sets  Up  fome  fancy'd  idol  of  its  own, 
A  vain  pretender  to  her  (acred  throne  i 
In  man  too  oft  a  well-diflembled  part^ 
^  felf'denying  pride  in  woman's  heart 
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In  fynods  faith,  and  in  die  fields  of  fame 
Valour  ufurps  her  honours,  and  her  name ; 
Whoe'er  their  fenfe  of  virtue  wou'd  exprefs, 
'Tb  ftill  by  fomething  they  themfelves  poflfefs. 
Hence  youth  good-humour,  frugal  craft  old-age. 
Warm  politicians  term  it  party-rage. 
True  churchmen  zeal  right  orthodox ;  and  hence 
Fools  think  it  gravity,  and  wits  pretence ; 
To  conftancy  alone  fond  lovers  join  it^ 
And  maids  unafk'd  to  chaftity  confine  it. 

But  have  we  then  no  law  befides  our  will  ? 
No  juft  criterion  fixM  to  good  and  ill  ? 
As  well  at  noon  we  may  obftrud  our  fight^ 
Then  doubt  if  fuch  a  thing  exifts  as  light ; 
For  no  lefs  plain  wou'd  nature's  law  appear 
As  the  meridian  fun  unchang'd,  and  clear, 
Wou*d  we  but  fearch  for  what  wc  were  defign'd. 
And  for  what  end  th'  Almighty  formed  mankind ; 
A  rule  of  life  we  then  fhould  plainly  (ee. 
For  to  purfue  that  end  muft  virtue  be. 

Then  what  is  that  ?  not  want  of  power,  or  fame. 
Or  worlds  unnumber'd  to  applaud  his  name, 

3  But 
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But  a  defire  his  bleffings  to  diffufe, 
And  fear  left  millions  fhou'd  exiftence  lofe ; 
His  goodnefs  only  cou'd  his  power  employ. 
And  an  eternal  warmth  to  propagate  his  joy. 

Hence  foul  and  fenfe  difFus'd  thro'  ev'ry  place, 
Make  happinefs  as  infinite  as  fpace  ; 
Thoufands  of  funs  beyond  each  other  bla2e, 
Orbs  roll  o'er  orbs,  and  glow  with  mutual  rays ; 
Each  is  a  world,  where  form'd  with  wond'rous  art^ 
Unnumbered  fpecies  live  thro*  ev'ry  part ; 
In  ev'ry  tra£t  of  ocean,  earth,  and  (kies, 
Myiiads  of  creatures  ftill  fucceffive  rife  : 
Scarce  buds  a  leaf,  or  fprings  the  vileft  weed. 
But  little  flocks  upon  its  verdure  feed  ; 
No  fruit  our  palate  courts,  or  flow'r  our  fmell| 
But  on  its  fragrant  bofom  nations  dwell. 
All  form'd  with  proper  faculties  to  (hare 
The  daily  bounties  of  their  Maker's  care  : 
The  great  Creator  from  his  heav'nly  throne, 
Pleas'd  on  the  wide^expanded  joy  looks  down^ 
And  his  eternal  law  is  only  this, 
That  all  contribute  to  the  general  blifs. 

£  4  Nature 
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Nature  lb  plain  this  primal  law  diiplay% 
Each  living  creature  fees  i^  and  obeys  ; 
Each)  formed  for  all,  promotes  thro'  private  care 
The  public  good,  and  juftly  taftes  its  fhare. 
All  underftand  their  great  Creator's  willy 
Strive  to  be  happy,  and  in  that  fulfil ; 
Mankind  excepted,  lord  of  all  bedde. 
But  only  flave  to  folly,  vice,  and  pride  ; 
*Tis  he  that's  deaf  to  this  command  alone. 
Delights  in  others  woe,  and  courts  his  own ; 
Racks  and  deftroys  with  tort'ring  fieel  and  flame, 
For  lux'ry  bruci  s,  and  man  himfelf  for  fame ; 
Sets  Superftition  high  on  Virtue's  throne. 
Then  thinks  his  Maker's  temper  like  his  own  ; 
Hence  are  his  altars  flain'd  with  reeking  gore^ 
As  if  he  cou'd  atone  for  crimes  by  more  : 
rience  whilft  offended  Heav'n  he  ftrivcs  in  vaiii 
T'  appeafe  by  fafts  and  voluntary  pain, 
Ev'n  in  repenting  he  provokes  again. 

How  eafy  is  our  yoke  !  how  light  our  load  I 
Did  we  not  firive  to  mend  the  laws  of  God ! 
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For  his  own  fake  no  duty  he  can  tOc, 
The  cooimon  welfare  is  our  only  tafk : 
For  this  fole  end  his  precepts,  kind  as  jufl. 
Forbid  intemperance,  murder,  theft,  and  lufl^ 
With  ev^ry  aft  injurious  to  our  owa 
Or  others  good,  for  fuch  are  crimes  alone ; 
For  this  are  peace,  love,  charity  cnjoin'd, 
With  all  that  can  fecure  and  blefs  mankind. 
Thus  is  the  public  fafety  Virtue's  caufe. 
And  happinefs  the  end  of  all  her  laws  ; 
For  fuch  by  nature  is  the  human  frame. 
Our  duty  and  our  int'reft  are  the  fame* 

But  hold,  cries  out  fome  Puritan  divine, 
Whofe  well-ftuiPd  cheeks  with  eafe  and  plenty  ihiiie^ 
Is  this  to  iaft,  to  mortify,  refrain. 
And  work  falvation  out  with  fear  and  pain  i 
We  own  the  rigid  leflbns  of  their  fchools 
Are  widely  difPrent  from  thefc  eafy  rules  ; 
Virtue,  with  them,  is  only  to  abftain 
From  all  that  nature  a(ks,  and  covet  pain ; 
Pleafure  and  vice  are  ever  near  a-kin. 
And,  if  we  thirft,  cold  water  is  a  fm : 

HeavVt 
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Where  in  each  ftage  we  ihall  more  perfed  grow. 

And  new  perfeAions,  new  delights  beftow. 

Oh !  would  mankind  but  make  thefe  truths  their 

guide. 

And  force  the  helm  from  prejudice  and  pride, 

Were  once  thefe  maxims  fix'd,  that  God's  our  friend. 

Virtue  our  good,  and  happinefs  our  end. 

How  foon  muft  reafon  o*cr  the  world  prevail. 

And  error,  fraud,  and  fuperdition  fail ! 

None  wou'd  hereafter  then  with  groundlefs  fear, 

Defcribe  th*  Almighty  cruel  and  fevere, 

Predeftinating  fome  without  pretence 

To  heav'n,  and  fome  to  hell  for  no  offence  i 

Infliding  endlefs  pains  for  tranfient  crimes. 

And  favouring  fe6is  or  nations,  men  or  times. 

To  pleafe  him  none  would  fooliflily  forbear 

Or  food,  or  reft,  or  itch  in  fhirts  of  hair. 

Or  deem  it  merit  to  believe  or  teach 

What  reafon  contradiiSts,  within  its  reach  ; 

None  would  fierce  zeal  for  piety  miftake. 

Or  malice  for  whatever  tenets  fake. 

Or  think  falvation  to  one  feci  confin'd. 

And  heav'n  too  narrow  to  contain  mankind. 

No 
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No  more  then  nymphs,  by  long  neglsd  grown  mce^ 
Wou'd  in  one  female  frailty  fum  up  vice, 
And  cenfure  thofe,  who  nearer  to  the  right 
Think  virtue  is  but  to  difpenfe  delight*. 

No  fervile  tenets  would  admittance  find, 
Deftrudive  of  the  rights  of  human  kind ; 
Of  power  divine,  hereditary  right, 
And  non-refiftance  to  a  tyrant's  might : 
For  fure  that  all  fhou'd  thus  for  one  be  curs'd. 
Is  but  great  nature's  edift  juft  revers'd. 

No  moralifts  then  righteous  to  excefs, 
Wou'd  (hew  fiur  Virtue  in  fo  black  a  drefs, 
That  they,  like  boys>  idio  fome  feign'd  ^rite  array^ 
Firft  from  the  fpedre  fly  themfelves  away : 
No  preachers  in  the  terrible  delight^ 
But  chufe  to  win  by  reafon,  not  affright ; 


•  Thefe  lines  mean  otAy,  that  Cenforioufnefs  is  a  vice 
more  odioas  than  Unchaftity;  this  always  proceeding  from 
malevolence^  that  fomedmes  from  too  much  good-nature 
and  compUaocc. 

Nof^ 
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Not,  conjurors  like,  in  fire  and  brimftone  dwell^ 
And  draw  each  moving  argument  from  hell. 

No  more  our  fage  interpreters  of  laws 
WouM  fatten  on  obfcurities,  and  flaws. 
But  rather,  nobly  careful  of  their  truft. 
Strive  to  wipe  off  the  long-contraded  dud, 
And  be,  like  Hardwicic£,  guardians  of  the  juft, 

No  more  applaufe  would  on  ambition  wait. 
And  laying  wafte  the  world  be  counted  great. 
But  one  good-natur'd  a£l  more  praifes  gain. 
Than  armies  overthrown,  and  thoufands  flain ; 
No  more  would  brutal  rage  difiurb  our  peace, 
But  envy,  hatred,  war,  and  difcord  ceafe ; 
Our  own  and  others'  good  each  hour  employ. 
And  all  things  fmile  with  univerfal  joy ; 
Virtue  with  Happinefs,  her  confort,  join'd. 
Would  regulate  and  blefs  each  human  mind. 
And  man  be  what  his  Maker  firft  dcfign'd. 
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T  H  X 

MODERN 
FINE     GENTLEMAN. 

TUST  broke  from  fchool,  pert,  impudent,  and  raw, 

^   Expert  in  Latin,  more  expert  in  taw. 

His  Honour  pofts  o'er  Italy  and  Francx, 

MeaTures  St.  Peter's  dome,  and  learns  to  dance. 

Thence,  hairing  quick  thro'  various  countries  flown, 

Glean'd  all  their  follies  and  expos'd  his  own, . 

He  back  returns,  a  thing  fo  ftrange  all  o'er^ 

As  never  ages  paft  produc*d  before : 

A  monfter  of  fuch  complicated  worth. 

As  no  one  fingle  clime  could  e'er  bring  forth  ; 

Half  atheift^  P^p!ft>  gamefter,  bubble,  rook. 

Half  fidler,  coachman,  dancer,  groom,  and  cook* 

Next,  becaufe  bus'nefs  is  now  all  the  vogue^ 
And  who'd  be  quite  polite  muft  be  a  rogue. 
In  parliament  he  purchafes  a  feat. 
To  make  th'  accompliih'd  gentleman  compleat* 

Vol.  I.  F  There 
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There  fafe  in  felf-fufficient  infipudence. 
Without  experience,  honefty,  or  fenfe. 
Unknowing  in  her  int'reft,  trade,  or  laws^ 
He  vainly  undertakes  his  country's  caufe : 
Forth  from  his  lips,  preparM  at  all  to  rail, 
Torrents  of  nonfenfc  burft,  like  bottled  ale, 
•  Tho*  (hallow,  muddy  ;  briflc,  tho*  mighty  dull ; 
Fierce  without  ftrength  ;  o'erflowing,  tho*  not  fulL 

Now  quite  a  Frenchman  in  his  garb  and  air, 
His  neck  yok'd  down  with  bag  and  folitaire, 
The  Tiberties  of  Britain  he  fupports, 
And  ftorms  at  place-men,  miniflers,  and  courts  ; 
Now  in  cropt  gfeafy  hair,  and  leather  breeches. 
He  loudly  bellows  out  his  patriot  fpeeches  ; 
King,  lords,  and  commons  ventures  to  abufe, 
Yet  dares  to  fhew  thofe  ears,  he  ought  to  lofe. 
From  hence  to  White's  our  virtuous  Cato  flies, 
There  fits  with  countenance  ereft  and  wife. 
And  talks  of  games  of  whid,  and  pig-tail  pies  i 


} 


•  Parody  ea  thcfc  lines  of  Sir  John  Denham, 

Tho*  deep,  yet  clear,  tho*  gentle,  yet  not  duU, 
Strong  withoat  rage,  without  o*erflowbg  fuH. 

3  Plays 
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Plays  all  the  nighty  nor  doubts  each  law  to  brcak^ 
Hirafcif  unknowingly  has  help'd  to  make ; 
Trembling  and  anxious,  ftakes  his  utmoft  groat^ 
Peeps  o'er  his  cards,  and  looks  as  if  he  thought : 
Next  morn  difowns  the  loffes  of  the  night, 
Becaufe  the  fool  would  fain  be  thought  a  bite. 

Devoted  thus  to  politics,  and  cards. 
Nor  mirth,  nor  wine,  nor  women  he  regards, 
So  far  is  ev'ry  virtue  from  his  heart. 
That  not  a  genVous  vice  can  claim  a  part  j 
Nay,  left  one  human  paflion  e'er  (hould  move 
His  foul  to  friendihip,  tendcrnefs,  or  love, 
To  FiGG  and  Broughton  he  commits  his  breaft^ 
To  fteel  it  to  the  fafhionable  teft. 

Thus  poor  in  yrealth,  he  labours  to  no  end^ 
Wretched  alone,  in  crowds  without  a  friend  ; 
Jnfenfible  to  all  that's  good  or  kind, 
peaf  to  all  merit,  to  all  beauty  blind  ; 
For  love  too  bufy,  and  for  wit  too  grave, 
A  harden'd,  fober,  proud,  luxurious,  knave; 
By  little  anions  ftriving  to  be  great. 
And  proud  to  be,  and  to  be  thought  a  cheat. 

F  2  And 
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And  yet  in  this  fo  bad  is  his  fuccefs. 
That  as  his  fame  improves,  his  rents  grow  Icfs  ; 
On  parchment  wings  his  acres  take  their  flight, 
And  his  unpeopled  groves  admit  the  light ; 
With  his  eftate  his  intVeft  too  is  done. 
His  honed  borough  feeks  a  warmer  fun  ; 
For  him,  now  cafh  and  liquor  flows  no  more. 
His  independent  voters  ceafe  to  roar : 
And  Britain  foon  muft  want  the  great  defence 
Of  all  his  honefty,  and  eloquence, 
But  that  the  gen'rous  youth,  more  anxious  grown 
For  public  liberty  than  for  his  own. 
Marries  fome  jointur'd  antiquated  crone : 
And  boldly,  when  his  country  is  at  (lake. 
Braves  the  deep  yawning  gulph,  like  Ci;rtiu8,  for  its 
&ke. 
Quickly  again  diftrefs'd  for  want  of  coin, 
He  digs  no  longer  in  th'  exhaufted  mine. 
But  feeks  preferment,  as  the  laft  refort, 
Cringes  each  morn  at  levees,  bows  at  court, 
And,  from  the  hand  he  hates,  implores  fupport 
The  miniftcr,  well  pleas'd  at  fmall  expence 
To  fUence  fo  much  rude  impertinence. 
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With  fqueeze  and  whirper  yields  to  his  demandsy 

And  on  the  venal  lift  enroll'd  he  (lands; 

A  ribband  and  a  penGon  buy  the  flave, 

This  bribes  the  fool  about  him,  that  the  knave. 

And  now  arriv'd  at  his  meridian  glory, 

He  finks  apace,  defpis'd  by  Whig  and  Tory; 

Of  independence  now  he  talks  no  more, 

Nor  fliakes  the  fenate  with  his  patriot  roar, 

But  filent  votes,  and,  with  court-trappings  hung, 

Eyes  his  own  glitt'ring  (lar,  and  holds  his  tongue* 

In  craft  political  a  bankrupt  made. 

He  flicks  to  gaming,  as  the  furer  trade; 

Turns  downright  (harper,  lives  by  fucking  blood. 

And  grows,  in  ibort,  the  very  thing  he  wou'd : 

Hunts  out  young  heirs,  who  have  their  fortunes  fpcn^ 

And  lends  them  ready  ca(h  at  cent  per  cent, 

Lays  wagers  on  his  own,  and  others  lives. 

Fights  uncles,  fathers,  grandmothers,  and  wives, 

Till  death  at  length,  indignant  to  be  made 

The  daily  fubje£t  of  his  fport  and  trade. 

Veils  with  his  fable  hand  the  wretch's  eyes. 

And,  groaning  /or  the  betts  he  lofes  by't,  be  dies. 
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OKILL'D  in  each  art,  that  can  adorn  the  Fair, 
^^  The  fprightly  dance,  the  foft  Italian  air. 
The  tofs  of  quality  and  high-bred  fleer. 
Now  Lady  Harriot  reach'd  her  fifteenth  year:^ 
Wing*d  with  diverfions  all  her  moments  flew, 
Each,  as  it  paf$*d,  prefenting  fomething  new  s 
Breakfafts  and  audions  wear  the  morn  away, 
Each  evening  gives  an  opera,  or  a  play; 
Then  Brag's  eternal  joys  all  night  remain. 
And  kindly  uflier  in  the  morn  again. 

For  love  no  time  has  (he,  or  inclination. 
Yet  muft  coquet  it  for  the  fake  of  fiifhion; 
For  this  (he  liftens  to  each  fop  that's  near, 
Th*  embroider'd  colonel  flatters  with  a  fneer, 
And  the  cropt  enfign  nuzzles  in  her  ear. 
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But  with  moft  warmth  her  drcfs  and  airs  infpirc 
Th'  ambitious  bofom  of  the  landed  'fquirc, 
Who  fain  would  quit  plump  Dolly's  fofter  charms. 
For  wither'd^  lean,  Right  honourable  arms  ; 
He  bows  with  reverence  at  her  facred  ftrine, 
And  treats  her  as  if  fprung  from  race  divine ; 
Which  (he  returns  with  infolence  and  fcorn, 
Nor  deigns  to  fmile  on  a  Plebeian  born. 

Ere  long^  by  friends,  by  cards,  and  lovers  crofs'd. 
Her  fortune,  health,  and  reputation  lod  ; 
Her  money  gone,  yet  not  a  tradefman  paid. 
Her  feme,  yet  (he  ftill  damn'd  to  be  a  maid. 
Her  fpirits  fink,  her  nerves  are  fo  unftrung, 
•  She  weeps,  if  but  a  handfome  thief  is  hung : 
By  mercers,  lacemen,  mantua-makers  prefl^. 
But  moft  for  ready  ca(h  for  play  diftreff, 
Where  can  (he  turn? — The  Tquire  muft  all  repair,   ^ 
She  condefcends  to  liften  to  his  pray'r,  > 

And  marries  him  at  length  in  mere  defpair.  J 


•  Some  of  the  brighteft  eyes  were  at  this  lime  in  tears  for 
one  Maclean,  condemned  for  a  robbery  on  the  highway. 

But 
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But  foon  th'  endearments  of  a  hufband  cloj^ 
Her  foul,  her  frame  incapable  of  joy  : 
She  feels  no  tranfports  in  the  bridal-bed. 
Of  which  fo  oft  ih'has  heard,  fo  much  has  read  ; 
Then  vex'd,  that  (he  ihould  be  condemned  alone 
To  feek  in  vain  this  philofophic  ftone. 
To  abler  tutors  fhe  refolves  t*  apply, 
A  proftitute  from  curiofity : 
Hence  men  of  ev'ry  fort,  and  ev^ry  fize, 
♦Impatient  for  Heav'n's  cordial  drop,  (he  tries; 
The  fribbling  beau,  the  rough  unwieldy  clown. 
The  ruddy  Templar  newly  on  the  town, 
The  Hibernian  captain  of  gigantic  make, 
The  brimful  parfon,  and  th'  exhaufted  rake« 

But  dill  malignant  fate  her  wi(b  denies. 
Cards  yield  fuperior  joys,  to  cards  (he  flies  ; 
AH  night  from  rout  to  rcut  her  chairmen  run. 
Again  (he  plays,  and  is  again  undone. 


The  cordial  drop  Heav'n  in  our  cup  has  throvin^ 
To  make  the  naufeous  draught  of  life  go  down. 

RocH* 


BehoU 


C    76    ] 

Behold  her  now  in  ruin's  firightfiil  jaws  ! 
Bonds,  judgments,  executions  ope  their  paws  ; 
Seize  jewels,  furniture,  and  plate,  nor  fpare 
The  gilded  chariot,  or  the  taiTel'd  chair  ; 
For  lonely  feat  (he's  forc'd  to  quit  the  town. 
And  TuBBS  ♦  convejrs  the  wretched  exile  down. 

Now  rumbling  o*er  the  ftones  of  Tyburn  Roai^ 
Ne'er  preft  with  a  more  griev'd  or  guilty  load, 
She  bids  adieu  to  all  the  well-known  flreets. 
And  envies  every  cinder-wench  (he  meets  : 
And  now  the  dreaded  country  firft  appears. 
With  fighs  unfcign'd  the  dying  noife  (he  hears 
Of  diftant  coaches  fainter  by  degrees, 
Then  ftarts,  and  trembles  at  the  (ight  of  trees* 
Sflent  and  fullen,  like  fome  captive  queen. 
She's  drawn  along  unwilling  to  be  feen. 
Until  at  length  appears  the  ruin'd  Hall 
Within  the  grafs  green  moat  and  ivy'd  wall^ 
The  doleful  prifon  where  for  ever  (he. 
But  not,  alas  !  her  griefs,  muft  bury'd  be. 


•  A  perfoo  well  known  for  fupplybg  people  of  quality 
with  hired  equipages. 

Her 


} 
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Her  coach  the  curate  and  the  tradefmen  mtet^ 
Great-coated  tenants  her  arrival  greet, 
And  boys  with  ftubble  bonfires  light  the  ftreet| 
While  bells  her  ears  with  tongues  difcordant  grate^ 
Types  of  the  nuptial  tyes  they  celebrate  : 
But  no  rejoicings  can  unbend  her  brow. 
Nor  deigns  (he  to  return  one  awkward  bow, 
But  bounces  in,  difdaining  once  to  fpeak. 
And  wipes  the  trickling  tear  from  off  her  cheek. 

Now  fee  her  in  the  fad  decline  of  life, 
A  peevifh  miftrefs,  and  a  fulky  wife  ; 
Her  nerves  unbrac'd,  her  faded  cheek  grown  pale 
With  many  a  real,  many  a  fancy'd  ail ; 
Of  cards,  admirers,  equipage  bereft. 
Her  infolence,  and  title  only  left ; 
Severely  humbled  to  her  one-horfe  chair, 
And  the  low  paftimes  of  a  country  fair: 
Too  wretched  to  endure  one  lonely  day, 
Too  proud  one  friendly  vifit  to  repay. 
Too  indolent  to  read,  too  criminal  to  pray. 
At  length  half  dead,  half  mad,  and  quite  confin'd. 
Shunning,  and  Ihun'd  by  all  of  human  kind, 

I  Ev'a 


} 
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Ev*n  robbM  of  the  lafi:  comfort  of  her  life, 
Infulting  the  poor  curate^s  callous  wife^ 
Pride,  difappointed  pride,  now  (lops  her  breathy 
And  with  true  fcorpion  rage  ihe  fiipgs  herfelf  to  dea^. 


*-<#^^ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH  E  following  piece  is  a  burlefquc  imitation  :  a 
fpecies  of  poetry,  whofe  chief  excellence  confifta 
in  a  lucky  and  humorous  application  of  the  words  and 
fentiments  of  any  author  to  a  new  fubje<9  totally  dif- 
ferent from  the  original.  This  is  what  is  ufually  for« 
got  both  by  the  writers  and  readers  of  thefe  kind  of 
compofitions  ;  the  firft  of  whom  are  apt  to  ftrike  out 
new  and  independent  thoughts  of  their  own,  and  the 
latter  to  admire  fuch  injudicious  excrefcences :  thefe 
immediately  lofe  fight  of  their  original,  and  thofe  fcarce 
ever  caft  ^n  eye  towards  him  at  all.  It  is  thought  pro- 
per therefore  to  advertife  the  reader,  that  in  the  follow- 
ing epiftle  he  is  to  expe£t  nothing  more  than  an  appo- 
fite  converfion  of  the  ferious  fentiments  of  Horace  on 
the  Roman  poetry,  into  more  ludicrous  ones  on  the 
fubje£l  of  Englifh  politics ;  and  if  he  thinks  it  not 
worth  while  to  compare  it  line  for  line  with  the  origi- 
nal, he  vill  find  in  it  neither  wit)  humour,  nor  even 
common  fenfe ;  all  the  little  merit  it  can  pretend  to 
confifting  folely  in  the  clofenefs  of  fo  long,  and  unin- 
terrupted an  imitation. 
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^^U  M  tot  fuftineas,  &  tanta  negoda  fidus^ 
^^  Res  Italas  armis  tuteris,  moribus  ornes, 
Legibus  emendes,  in  publica  commoda  pcccem^ 
Si  longo  fermone  morer  tua  tempora,  Cacfar. 
^  Romulus,  &  Liber  pater,  Sc  cum  Caftore  PoUm^ 
Poft  ingentia  fiida,  deorum  in  templa  recepti, 
Dum  terras  hominumque  colunt  genus,,  afpera  belbi 
Componunt,  agros  affignant,  oppida  condunt^ 
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THE 

FIRST      EPISTLE 

OF      THE 

SECOND    BOOK    OF    HORACE^ 

IMITATE      D« 

•^TTHILST  you,  my  lord,  fuch  various  toils 

^^  fuftain, 

Prcfidc  o'er  Britain's  Peers,  her  laws  explain, 
With  evVy  virtue  ev'ry  heart  engage. 
And  live  the  bright  example  of  the  age, 
With  tedious  verfe  to  trefpafs  on  your  time,  5 

Is  fure  impertinence,  if  not  a  crime. 

^  All  the  fam'd  heroes,  ftatefmen,  admirals. 
Who  after  death  within  the  facrcd  walls 
Of  Westminster  with  kings  have  been  receiv'd, 
Met  with  but  forry  treatment,  while  they  liv'd ;         10 
And  the'  they  laboured  in  their  country's  caufe. 
With  arms  defended  her,  and  fQrm'd  with  laws, 

G  2  Yet 
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Ploravcrc  fuis  non  refpondere  favorcm 
Speratum  meritis :  ^  diram  qui  contudit  hjrdraniy 
Notaque  fatal!  portenta  labore  fubegit, 
Comperit  invidiam  fupremo  fine  domarl : 
*  Urit  cnim  fulgore  fuo  qui  prsegravat  artes, 
Infra  fe  pofitas  ;  extin£lus  amabitur  idem. 
'  Prefenti  tibi  matures  largimur  honores, 
Jurandafque  tuum  per  nomen  ponimus  aras, 
'Nil  oriturum  alias,  nil  ortum  tale  fatentes. 
'  Sed  tuus  hie  populus  fapiens  &  juftus  in  uno, 
Te  noflris  ducibus,  te  Graiis  ante  ferendo, 
Cactera  nequaquam  fimili  ratione  modoque 
^flimat,  &  nifi  quae  terris  femota,  Aiifque 
Temporibus  defunfb  videt,  faflidit,  &  odit. 
^Sic  fautor  veterum,  ut  tabulas  peccare  vetantes 
Quas  bis  quinque  viri  (anxerunt,  faedera  regum 
Vel  Gabiis,  vel  cum  rigidis  sequata  SabiniSy 
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Yet  ever  mourn'd  they  till'd  a  barren  foil, 

And  left  the  world  ungrateful  to  their  toil. 

«  Ev'n  *  He,  who  long  the  Houfe  of  Com— ns  led,    1 5 

That  Hydra  dire,  with  many  a  gaping  head, 

Found  by  experience,  to  his  lateft  breath. 

Envy  could  only  be  fubduM  by  death. 

'  Great  men  whilft  living  muft  expeft  difgraces, 

Dead  they're  ador'd — when  none  defire  their  places.  29 

*  This  common  fate,  my  lord,  attends  not  you, 
Above  all  equal,  and  all  envy  too; 
With  fuch  unrivaird  eminence  you  (hine. 
That  in  this  truth  alone  all  parties  join. 
The  feat  of  juftice  in  no  former  reign  25 

'  Was  e'er  fo  greatly  fiU'd,  nor  ever  can  again, 

«  But  tho'  the  people  are  fo  juft  to  you. 
To  none  befides  will  they  allow  their  due. 
No  minifter  approve,  who  is  not  dead, 
Nor  till  h'  has  loft  it,  own  he  had  a  head ;  30 

^  Yet  fuch  refpeil  they  bear  to  ancient  things. 
They've  fome  for  former  minifters  and  kings  j 


•  Sir  R W- 
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Pontificum  libros,  annoia  volamina  Vatum^ 
Di^tct  Albano  Muds  in  monte  locutas. 
'  Si  quia  Grzcorum  flint  antiquiffima  quaeque 
Scripta  vel  optima,  Romani  penfantur  eadem 
Scriptores  trutIna,.non  eft  quod  multa  loquamur : 
Nil  intra  eft  oleam,  nil  extra  eft  in  nuce  duri : 
^  Venimus  ad  fummam  fortunx  :  pingimus  atque 
'  Pfallimus,  &  lu£bmur  Achivis  do^or  ipHs* 
**  Si  meliora  dies,  ut  vina,  poemata  reddit, 
Scire  velim,  pretium  chartis  quotus  arroget  annus  f 
Scriptor  abhinc  annos  centum,  qui  decidit,  inter 
Perfeilos,  veterefiie  referri  debet  ?  an  inter 
Viles,  atque  novos  ?  excludat  jurgia  finis. 
"  Eft  vetus,  atque  probus,  centum  qui  perficit  annos  f 
Quid  qui  deperiit  minor  uno  menfe,  vel  anno, 
Inter  quos  referendus  erit  ?  veterefiie  poetas. 
An  quos  &  prsefens,  &  poftera  refpuet  xtas  i 
Ifte  quidem  vetcres  inter  ponetur  honefte. 
Qui  vel  menfe  brevi  vel  toto  eft  junior  anno^ 
Utor  permifib,  caudxque  pilos  ut  equina 
*  Paulatim  vello,  &  demo  unum,  demo  etiam  unum  i 
piim  cadat  pl^flls  ratiooe  mentis  acerviy 
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And)  with  a  kind  of  fuperftitious  awe. 
Deem  Magna  CharU  ftill  a  facred  law. 

*  But,  if  becaufe  the  government  was  beft  35 

Of  old  in  France,  when  freedom  (he  pofTeft, 
In  the  fame  fcale  refolv'd  to  weigh  our  own, 
England's  we  judge  was  fo,  who  then  had  none  ; 
Into  moft  ftrange  abfurdities  we  fall. 
Unworthy  to  be  reafon'd  with  at  all.  40 

^  Brought  to  perfection  in  thefe  days  we  fee 
All  arts,  and  their  great  parent  Liberty ; 
'  With  (kill  profound  we  (ing,  eat,  drefs,  and  dance^ 
And  in  each  goAt  polite,  excel  ev'n  France,  ^ 

"  If  age  of  minifters  is  then  the  teft,  45 

And,  as  of  wines,  the  oldeft  are  the  be((. 
Let's  try  and  (ix  fome  aera,  if  we  can. 
When  good  ones  were  extinct,  and  bad  began ! 

*  Are  they  all  wicked  (ince  Eliza's  days  ? 

.Did  none  in  Ch  arlis',  or  James's  merit  praife  ?    50 
Or  are  they  knaves  but  fince  the  Revolution  ? 
If  none  of  thefe  are  fa<Sts  then  alPs  confu(ion  i 
And  by  the  felf-fame  rule  one  cannot  fail, 

*  To  pluck  each  hair  out  (ingly  from  the  tail, 

G  4  Wife 
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Qui  redit  ad  faftos,  &  virtutem  eftimat  annis, 
Miraturque  nihil  nifi  quod  Libitina  facravit. 

F  Ennius,  &  fapiens,  &  fortis,  &  alter  Homerus^ 
Ut  critici  dicunt,  leviter  curare  videtur 
Quo  promifTa  cadant,  &  fomnia  Pythagorea. 
<  Nsevius  in  manibus  non  eft,  &  mentibus  hxret 
Pcne  rcccns :  adeo  fandum  eft  vetus  omne  poema, 

'  Ambigitur  quoties  uter  utro  fit  prior,  aufert 
Pacuvius  doAi  famam  fenis,  Accius  alti : 
Dicitur  Afrani  toga  convenifle  Menandro ; 
Plautus  ad  exemplar  Siculi  properare  Epicharmi; 

•  Vincerc  Caecilius  gravitate,  Terentius  arte. 

*  Hos  edifcit,  &  hos  ardo  ftipata  theatro 

Spedbit  Roma  potens:  habet  hos  numeratque  poetas 

Ad  nofirum  tempus,  Livi  fcriptoris  ab  aevo. 

■  Interdum  valgus  re£lum  videt ;  eft  ubi  peccat 

▼  Si  vctcrcs  ita  miratur  laudatque  poetas, 

Ut  nihil  an(efcrat|  nihil  illis  comparet,  errat ; 


§i 
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»  wife  Cecil,  lov'd  by  people  and  by  prince,     55 
As  often  broke  his  word  as  any  fmce : 
'  Of  Arthur's  days  we  almoft  nothing  know. 
Yet  fing  their  praife,  becaufe  they're  long  ago. 

'  Oft  as  'tis  doubted  in  their  feveral  ways 
Which  of  paft  orators  beft  merit  praife,  69 

We  find  it  to  decide  extremely  hard, 
If  Harley's  head  deferv'd  the  moft  regard, 
Or  Windham's  tongue,  or  Jekyl's  patriot  heart, 

•  Old  Shippen's  gravity,  or  Walfole's  art. 

•  Theft  were  ador'd  by  all  with  whom  they  voted,   65 
And  in  the  fulleft  houfes  dill  are  quoted  1 

Thcfe  have  been  fam'd  from  Anna's  days  till  ours. 
When  Pelham  has  improv'd,  with  unknown  pow'rs. 
The  art  of  minifterial  eloquence. 
By  adding  honcft  truth  to  nervous  fenfe.  70 

•  Oft  are  the  vulgar  wrong,  yet  fometimes  right ; 
Thq  late  rebellion  in  the  trueft  light 

By  chance  they  faw ;  but  were  not  once  fo  wife. 
Unknown,  unheard,  in  damning  the  excife  : 
''  If  former  reigns  they  fancy  had  no  fault,  75 

I  think  their  judgment  is  not  worth  a  groat: 

?  But 


C    90    3 

*  Si  qiuecbun  nimis  antique,  fi  pleraque  dure 
Dicere  credit  eos,  ignave  multa  fatetur, 

£t  (apit|  &  mecum  £acit,  &  Jove  judicat  aequo. 

'  Non  cquidetn  infeflor,  delendave  carmina  LivS 
Efie  reor,  memini  quae  plagofum  mibi  parvo 

*  Orbilium  diftitare ;  fed  emendata  videri, 
Pulchraque,  &  exadis  minimum  difhmtia,  miror. 

*  Inter  quae  verbum  emicuit  fi  forte  decorum^  & 
Si  verfus  paulos  concinnior  unus  &  alter, 
Injuftum  totum  ducit  venditque  poema. 

^  Indignor  quicquam  reprehend!,  non  qui  crafti 
Compofitum  illepideve  putetur,  fed  quia  nuper  ; 
Nee  veniam  antiquis^  fed  honorem  &  praemia  pofci, 
'  Re£le  nccne  crocum  florefque  perambulat  Attae 
Fabula  (i  dubitem,  clamant  periifle  pudorem 
Cun£li  pene  patres  ;  ea  cum  reprendere  coner 
Qiiae  gravis  ^fopus,  qux  dodus  Rofcius  egit: 
Vel  quia  nil  re£lum,  nifi  quod  placuit  fibi,  ducunt; 

*  Vel  quia  turpe  putant  parere  minoiibus,  &  quse 
Imberbis  didicere,  fenes  perdcnda  faterL 


Jam 
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«  But  if  they  frankly  own  their  poh'tics, 

Like  ours,  might  have  feme  blunders,  and  fome  trickS| 

With  fuch  impartial  fentiments  I  join. 

And  their  opinions  tally  juft  with  mine.  8a 

y  I  would  by  no  means  church  or  king  deftroy. 
And  yet  the  dodlrines,  taught  me  when  a  boy 
'  By  Crab  the  curate,  now  fccm  wond'rous  odd. 
That  either  came  immediately  from  God : 
■  In  all  the  writings  of  thofe  high-flown  ages  85 

You  meet  with  now  and  then  fome  fcatter'd  pages 
Wrote  with  fome  fpirit  and  with  fenfe  enough  j 
Thefe  fell  the  book,  the  reft  is  wretched  ftuflF: 
*  Tm  quite  provok'd,  when  principles,  tho*  true, 
Muft  ftand  impeach'd  by  fools,  becaufe  they're  new. 
^  Should  I  but  queftion,  only  for  a  joke,  91 

If  all  was  flow'rs,when  pompous  Hanmer  fpoke, 
If  things  went  right,  when  St.  John  trod  the  ftage. 
How  the  old  Tories  all  would  ftorm  and  rage ! 
'  They  fhun  conviftion,  or  becaufe  a  truth  95 

Confefs'd  in  age  implies  they  err'd  in  youth ; 
Or  that  they  fcorn  to  learn  of  junior  wits : 
'\Vhat ! — ^to  be  taught  by  LYTTEtTONS  and  Pitts. 

•  When 
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*  Jam  Saliare  Numa;  carmen  qui  laudaf,  &  illud 
Quod  mecum  ignorat,  folus  vult  fcirc  videri : 
Ingeniis  non  ille  favet  plauditque  fcpultis, 
Noilra  fed  impugnat,  nos  noftraque  lividus  odit. 
^  Quod  fi  tarn  Grxcis  novitas  invi(a  fuiflet 
Quam  nobis,  quid  nunc  eflet  vetus  ?  aut  quid  haberet 
Quod  legerct,  ter^retque  viritim  publicus  ufus? 

<  Ut  primum  pofitis  nugari  Gra?cia  bellis 
Ccepit,  &  in  vitium  fortuna  labier  aequa, 
^  Nunc  athletarum  ftudiis,  nunc  arfit  equorum; 
'  MarmoriSf  ut  cboris  fabros,  ut  xris  amavit; 
Sufpcndit  pifla  vultum  mcntemque  tabella : 
^  Nunc  tibicinibus,  nunc  eft  gavifa  tragoedis ; 
'  Sub  nutricc  puella  velut  fi  luderet  infans, 
Quod  cupide  petiit,  mature  plena  reliquit. 
Quid  placet  aut  odio  eft,  quod  non  mutabile  credas  ? 
•  Koc  paces  habuere  bonx,  ventique  fccundi. 

■  Roma:  dulce  diu  fuit  &  folennc  reclufa 
l^s^ne  domo  vigilarc,  clicnti  promere  jura, 
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•  When  angry  patriots,  or  in  profc  oi*  rhyntes^ 
Extol  the  virtuous  deeds  of  former  times,  iOO 

They  only  mean  the  prefent  to  difgrace, 
And  look  with  envious  hate  on  all  in  place : 
'  But  had  the  patriots  of  thofe  ancient  days 
Play'd  the  fame  game  for  profit,  or  for  praife. 
The  trade,  tho'  now  fo  (lourifiiing  and  new,  105 

Had  long  been  ruin'd  and  the  nation  too. 

<  England,  when  once  of  peace  and  wealth  poflcft^ 
Began  to  think  frugality  a  jeft. 
So  grew  polite ;  hence  all  her  well-bred  heirs 
^  Gamefters  and  jockies  turn'd,  and  cricket-players  ; 

*  Piftures  and  bufts  in  ev'ry  houfe  were  fcen  j  11 1 
What  {hould  have  paid  the  butcher,  bought  Poussiir  ; 
^  Now  operas,  now  plays  were  all  the  fofliion, 

Then  whift  became  the  bus'nefs  of  the  nation, 

*  That,  like  a  froward  child,  in  wanton  play  115 
Now  cries  for  toys,  then  toffes  them  away ; 

Each  hour  we  chang'd  our  pleafurc?,  drefs,  and  diet ; 
■*  Thefc  were  the  Weft  efFe£b  of  being  quiet. 

•  Not  thus  behavM  the  true  old  Englifli  'fquire. 
He  fmok'd  his  pipe  each  morn  by  his  own  fire,       120 

There 
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Cautos  nominibtts  redis  expendere  nummosy 
*  Majores  audire,  minores  dicere  per  quse 
Crdcere  res  poflTet,  minui  damnofa  libido. 

^  Mutavit  mentem  populus  levis  |  &  calet  uno 
Scribendi  ftudio :  pueri,  patrefque  feveri 
^  Fronde  comas  vindi  coenant,  &  carmina  dii^nt. 
'  Ipfe  ego,  qui  nullus  me  affirmo  fcribere  verfuty 
Invenior  Parthis  mendacior ;  &  prius  orto 
Sole,  vigil  calamum  &  chartas  &  fcrinia  pofco. 

'  Navem  agere  ignarus  navis  timet  i    abrotonum 
«gro 
Non  audet  nifi  qui  didicir,  dare;  quod  medicorum  efty 


Promittunt 
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There  jufticc  to  difpenfe  was  ever  nwlling, 

\ 
And  for  his  warrants  pick'd  up  many  a  (hilling: 

•  To  teach  his  younger  neighbours  always  glad^ 

Where  for  their  corn  beft  markets  might  be  ha<^ 

And  from  experienc'd  age  as  glad  to  learn,  IS5 

How  to  defraud  unfeen  the  parfon's  barn. 

^  But  now  the  world's  quite  alter 'd,  all  are  bent 
To  leave  their  feats,  and  (ly  to  parliament : 
Old  men  and  boys  in  this  alone  agree, 
And,  vainly  courting  popularity,  1  jo 

Ply  their  obftrepVous  voters  all  night  long 
^  With  bumpers,  toads,  and  now  and  then  a  (bng : 
'  £v'n  I,  who  fwear  tbefe  follies  I  defpife. 
Than  ftatefmen,  or  their  porters,  tell  more  lies  $ 
And,  for  the  fafhion*fake,  in  fpite  of  nature,  1J5 

Commence  fometimes  a  moft  important  crc^tur^ 
Bufy  as  Car-— «-w  rave  for  ink  and  quills, 
And  ftufF  my  head  and  pockets  full  of  bills. 

•  Few  land-men  go  to  fea  unlefs  theyVe  prcft. 
And  quacks  in  all  profeflions  are  a  jeft;  t^ 

None  dare  to  kill,  except  mod  learn'd  phyficians: 
Learn'd,  or  unlearn'd>  we  all  are  politicians. 

a  There'* 
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Promittunt  medici :  tra6lant  fabrilia  fabris 
Scribimus  indo£li  do£lique  poemata  paffim. 

*  Hie  error  tamen,  &  levis  hxc  inlania  quantas 
Virtutes  habeat,  fic  coUige :  Vatis  avarus 

*  Non  temere  eft  animus ;    verfus  amat,  hoc  ftudcc 

unum; 
^  Detrimenta,  fugas  fervorum,  incendia  ridet ; 

*  Non  fraudem  focio,  puerove  incogitat  ullum 
Pupillo,  y  vivit  flliquts,  &  pane  fecundo, 

*  Militiae  quanquam  piger  &  malus,  utilis  urbi ; 

*  Si  das  hoc  parvis  quoque  rebus  magna  juvari 
^  Os  tenerum  pueri  balbumque  poeta  figurat ; 

*  Torquet  ab  obfccenis  jam  nunc  fermonibus  aurem ; 
'  Mox  etiam  pe£his  praeceptis  format  amicis, 
Afperitatis  &  invidis  corredor,  &  irae  \ 


*  Rcat 
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There's  not  a  foul  but  thinks,  could  he  be  fent, 
H*  has  parts  enough  to  (hine  in  parliament. 

'  Tho'  many  ills  this  modern  tafte  produces,         145 
Yet,  ftill,  rtiy  lord,  'tis  not  without  its  ufes; 
^  Thefc  minor  politicians  are  a  kind 
Not  much  to  felfifh  avarice  inclin'd ; 
Do  but  allow  them  with  applaufe  to  fpeak, 
^  They  little  carc^  tho*  all  their  tenants  break;         150 

*  They  form  intrigues  with  no  hian*s  wife,  or  daughter,  ' 
^  And  live  on  pudding,  chicken-broth,  and  water; 

*  Fierce  Jacobites,  as  far  as  bluft'ring  words. 
But  loth  in  any  caufe  to  draw  their  fwords. 

*  Were  fmaller  itiatters  worthy  of  attention,         155 
A  thoufand  other  ufes  I  could  mention ; 
For  inftance,  in  each  monthly  magazine 
Their  effays  and  orations  ftill  are  feen, 
^  And  magazines  teach  boys  and  girls  to  read. 
And  are  the  canons  of  each  tradefman's  creed;         160 
ApprentFces  they  ferve  to  entertain, 
'  Inftead  of  fmutty  tales,  and  plays  profane  ; 
'  lnftru£l  them  how  their  paflions  to  command. 
And  to  hate  none— but  thofe  who  rule  the  land : 

Vol.  I.  H  •  Fa£b 
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«  Fefcennina  per  hunc  inventa  licentia  morem 

Verfibus  alternis  opprobria  ruftica  fudit ; 

P  Libcrtafque  recurrentes  accepta  per  annos 

Luflt  amabiliter,  donee  jam  fxvus  apertain 

^  In  rabiem  verti  coepit  jocus,  &  per  honeftas 

Ire  domos  impune  minax:  doluere  crueiito 

'  Dente  lacefliti :  fuit  intadlis  quoque  cura 

Conditione  fuper  communi :  quin  etiam  lex 

'  Poenaque  lata,  ma!o  quae  nollet  carmine  quenquam 

Defcribi :  vertere  modum,  formidine  fuftis, 

Ad  bene  diceudum,  deledandumque  redudli. 

*  Grxcia  capta  krum  viSorem  cepit,  &  artes 

Intulit  agredi  Latio^  frc  horridus  ille 

"  Defluxit  Humerus  Saturnius;  Sc  grave  virus 
Munditiae  pepulcre :  fed  in  longum  tamen  xvum 
^  Manfcrunt,  hodieque  manent  veftigia  ruris. 

'  Serus  enlm  Graecis  admovit  acumina  chartis  ; 
£t  poft  Punica  bella  quietus,  quaerere  coepit 
Quid  Sophocles,  &  Thefpis,  &  iEfchylus  utile  fcrrent 
Tentavit  quoque  rem,  fi  dignc  vertere  poflet, 
^  £t  placuit  fibi,  natura  fublimis  &  acer : 
Nam  fpirat  tragicum  fatis,  &  feliciter  audet^ 

»  Scd 
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•  This  gave  freeholders  firft  a  tafte  for  eating. 
And  was  the  fource  of  all  eledi ion* treat! ng ; 

'  A  while  their  jeft*:,  tho*  merry,  yet  WwTe  wife, 

And  they  took  none  but  decent  liberties.  190 

Brandy  and  punch  at  length  fuch  riots  bred, 

^  No  fober  family  could  fleep  in  bed: 

'  All  were  alarm'd,  ev'n  thofe  who  had  no  hurt 

•  Car'd  in  the  law,  to  ftop  fuch  dang'rous  fport. 

'  Rich  citizens  at  length  new  arts  brought  down      195 
With  ready  cafli,  to  win  each  country  town  ; 

•  This  lefs  diforders  causM  than  downright  drink, 
Freemen  grew  civil,  and  began  to  think ; 

^  But  ftill  all  canvafling  prodac'd  confufion. 

The  relics  of  its  ruftic  inftitution.  200 

*  'Tis  but  of  late,  fince  thirty  years  of  peace 
To  ufeful  fciences  have  giv'n  increafe. 
That  we've  inquired  how  Rome's  loft  fens  of  old 
Barter'd  their  liberties  for  feafts  and  gold; 
What  treats  proud  Sylla,  C.«sar,  Crassus  gave, 
And  try'd,  like  them,  to  buy  each  hungry  knave;     206 
Nor  try'd  in  vain  ;  ^  too  fortunately  bold 
Many  have  purchas'd  votes,  and  many  fold ; 

H3  No 


^  Sed  turpem  putat  in  ^riptis,  metoitque  litumo. 

*  Creditur  ex  medio  quia  res  aurceffit,  habere 

^  Sudoris  minimum ;  fed  habet  Comcedia  tanto 
Phis  x)neris,  quanto  vcniae  minus :  f  Afpice  Plautuf 
'  Quo  pado  partes  tutetur  amantiji  ephebi  ! 

*  Ut  patris  attenti ;  ^  lenonis  ut  infidiofi; 
Quantus  fit  Dorfennus  >  edacibus  in  parafitis ; 
^  Quam  non  adftrifio  percurrat  pulpita  focco  I 

*  Geftit  enim  nummos  in  loculos  demittere,  poft  hoc 
Securus  cadat,  an  rtSto  ftet  fabula  talo. 

^  Quern  tulit  ad  Icenam  ventofo  gloria  curru, 
Exanimat  lentus  fpe^tor,  fedulus  inflate 


*Sie 
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No  laws  can  now  amend  thU  venal  land, 

*  That  dreads  the  touch  of  a  reforming  hand,  2i0 

Some  think  an  intVeft  may  be  form'd  with  eafe, 

*  Becaufe  the  vulgar  we  muft  chiefly  pleafe ; 
^  But  for  that  reafon  'tis  the  harder  tail^ 
For  fuch  will  neither  pardon  grant,  nor  aflc. 

«  See  how  Sir  W ^  maftcr  of  this  art,  215 

By  different  methods  wins  each  €■  n  heart. 

*  He  tells  raw  youths,  that  whoring  is  no  harm, 
^  And  teaches  their  attentive  fires  to  farm ; 
To  his  own  table  lovingly  invites 

^  Infidious  pimps,  and  s  hungry  parafites :  110 

^  Sometimes  in  flippers,  and  a  morning  gown. 

He  pays  his  early  vifits  round  a  town. 

At  ev'ry  houfe  relates  his  ftories  over. 

Of  place- bills,  taxes,  turnips,  and  Hakover  ; 

^  If  tales  will  money  fiive,  and  bufmefs  do,  125 

It  matters  little,  are  they  hl{e  or  true. 

^  Whoe'er  prefers  a  clam'rous  mob's  applaufe 
To  his  own  confcience,  or  his  country's  caufe. 
Is  foon  elated,  and  as  foon  caft  down 
By  ev'ry  drunken  cobler's  fmile,  or  frown  i  230 

H  4  >  So 
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1  Sic  leve,  fic  parvum  eft,  animum  quod  laudis  avanim 
Subruit  aut  reficit.    *>  Valeat  res  ludicra,  fi  me 
Paltna  negata  macrum,  don^ta  reducit  opimum. 

*  Sxpe  etiam  audacem  fugat  hoc  terretque  poetam. 
Quod  numero  plures,  virtuce  &  honore  minores, 
IndoAi  (lolidique,  &  depugnare  parati 
Si  difcordet  cques,  media  inter  carmina  pofcunt 
**  Aut  urfum,  aut  pugiles ;  his  nam  plebecula  gaudet. 
'  Verum  equitis  quoque  jam  migravit  ab  aure  voluptas 
Omnis  ad  incertos  oculos,  &  gaudia  vana. 
Quatuor  aut  plures  Aulsea  premuntur  in  horas, 
^  Dum  fugiunt  equitum  turmx,  peditumque  catervx ; 
Mox  trahitur  manibus  regum  fortuna  retortis^ 
Efleda  feftinant,  pilenta,  petorrita,  naves, 
'  Captivum  portatur  ebur,  captiva  Corinthus. 
'  Si  foret  in  tcrris  riderct  Democritus,  feu 
Diverfum  confufa  genus  panthera  camelo ; 
Sive  elephas  albus  vulgi  convcrteret  ora : 
Spe^ret  populum  ludis  attentius  ipfis, 
Ut  fibi  prsebcntem  mimo  fpcdlacula  plura. 


Scriptores 
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I  So  fmall  a  matter  can  deprefs  or  raife 

A  mind  that's  meanly  covetous  of  praife  : 

But  if  my  quiet  muft  dependent  be 

On  the  vain  breath  of  popularity, 

A  wind  each  hour  to  difPrent  quarters  veering,         235 

■  Adieu,  fay  I,  to  all  eledioneering. 

■  The  boidcft  orator  it  difconcerts, 
To  find  the  many  tho*  of  meaneft  parts. 
Illiterate,  fquabbling,  difcontented  prigs. 
Fitter  t'  attend  a  boxing-match  at  Figg's,  XfO 

To  all  good  fenfe  and  reafon  (hut  their  ears. 
Yet  take  delight  in  S — d — m*s  •  bulls  and  bears. 

P  Young  knights  now  fent  from  many  a  diftant  (hirt 
Are  better  pleas'd  with  what  they  fee  than  hear; 
Their  joy's  to  view  bis  majcfty  approach,  245 

Drawn  by  eight  milk-white  fteeds  in  gilded  coach. 
The  pageant  (how  and  buftle  to  behold, 
1  The  guards  both  horfe  and  foot  lac'd  o'er  with  gold. 
The  rich  infignia  from  the  Tower  brought  down, 
'  The  iv'ry  fcepter  and  the  radiant  crown,  250 

The  mob  huzza,  the  thund'ring  cannons  roar, 
And  bufmeis  is  delay 'd  at  leaft  an  hour ; 

The 
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Scriptores  autem  narrare  putaret  afello 
'  Fabellam  furdo :  nam  quae  pervincere  voces 
Evaluere  fonum,  referent  quern  noftra  theatra  ? 
Garganum  mugire  putes  nemus,  aut  mare  Tufcum : 
Tapto  cum  ftrepitu  ludi  fpe£lantur,  ic  artes, 
Divitixque  peregrinx  ;   '  quibus  oblitus  a£tor 
Quum  ftetit  in  fcena,  concurrit  dextera  laevae. 

*  Dixit  adhuc  aliquid  ?  Nil  fane  :  quid  placet  ergo  ? 
Lana  Tarentino  violas  imitata  veneno. 

^  Ac  ne  forte  putes  me,  quae  Bicere  ipfe  recufero, 

Quum  re£te  tradtent  alii,  laudare  maligne ; 
« 

*  Ille  per  extentum  funem  mihi  pofle  videtur 

Ire  poetaj  meum  qui  pedus  inaniter  angit. 
'  Irritat,  mulcet,  *  falfis  terroribus  implet, 

*  Ut  magus,  &  ^  modo  me  Thebis,  modo  ponit  Athenis* 

^  Verum  age,  &  his,  qui  fe  ledlori  credere  malunt, 
Quam  fpedatoris  fafiidia  ferre  fuperbi, 
Curam  redde  brevem  ;  *  ft  munus  Apolline  dignum 
Vis  complere  libris,  ^  &  vatibus  addere  calcar, 
Ut  ftudio  majore  petant  Helicona  virentem. 


'Multa 
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The  Speaker  calls  indeed  to  mind  what  pai!et| 
'  But  might  as  well  read  orders  to  deaf  afles. 

*  But  now  fee  honcft  V  rife  to  joke !         255 

The  houfe  all  laugh ;  "  What  (ays  he  ?  has  he  fpoke  i 
No  not  a  word.  Then  whence  this  fudden  mirth ; 
His  phyz  foretels  fome  jeft's  approaching  birth. 

^  But  left  I  feem  thefe  orators  to  wrong. 
Envious  becaufe  I  (hare  no  gift  of  tongue,  260 

'  Is  there  a  Man  whofe  eloquence  has  pow'r 
To  clear  the  fulleft  houfe  in  half  an  hour. 
Who  now  appears  to  rave  and  now  to  weep, 
7  Who  fometinies  makes  us  fwear,  and  fometimes  fleep, 

*  Now  (ills  our  heads  with  falfe  alarms  from  Francb, 

*  Then  conjurer  like  ^  to  India  bids  us  dance  i       266 
AH  eulogies  on  him  we  own  are  true. 

For  furely  he  does  all  that  man  can  do. 

5  But  whilft,  my  lord,  thefe  makers  of  our  laws. 
Thus  fpeak  themfelves  into  the  world's  applaufe^      270 
^  Let  bards,  for  fuch  attempts  too  modeft,  (hare 
What  more  they  prize,  your  patronage  and  care, 
f  If  you  would  fpur  them  up  the  mufe's  hill, 
Or  a(k  their  aid  your  library  to  fill. 

I  ^Wf 
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'Multa  quidem  nobis  facimus  mnla  farpe  poefa*^ 
«  (Ut  vincta  egomet  csedam  men)  qirum  tibi  librum 
^  Sollicito  damus,  aut  fefib  ;  quum  laeHimur,  unum 

*  Siquis  amicorum  eft  aufus  reprencere  vtfrfum : 

*  Quum  loca,  jam  rccitata  revolvimus  inrf:vocati, 
^Qiium  lamcntamur,  noi  apparere  libores 
Noftros,  &  tcnui  dcdufta  poemata  filo  : 

■  Quum  fperamus  co  rem  vcnturam,  ut  fimul  atque 
Carmina  refcieris  nos  fingere,  commodus  ultro 
Arccffas,  &  egerc  vctes,  &  fcribcre  cogas. 

"  Sed  tamen  eft  opcrae  pietium  cognofcere,  quale* 
^dituos  habeat  belli,  fpc£tata  domique 
Virtus,  indigno  non  committcnda  poeta, 
•Gratus  Alexandre  regi  Magno  fuit  ille 
Choerilus,  incultis  qui  verfibus  &  male  natis 
Rettulit  acceptos,  regale  numifma,  Philippos, 
Sed  veluti  traftata  notam  labemque  remittunt 
Atramenta,  fere  fcriptores  carmine  foedo 
Splendida  fada  linunt.  idem  rex  ille,  poema 
Qui  Um  ridiculum  tam  care  prodigus  emit, 
Edido  vetuit,  nequis  fe  praeter  Apellem 
Pingeret,  aut  alius  Lyfippo  duceret  aera 

f  Fortis 
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'  Wc  poets  arc,  in  cv'ry  age  and  nation,  275 

A  mod:  abfurd,  wrong-headed  generation ; 
This  in  a  thoufaiid  inftances  is  (hown, 
«  (Myfclf  as  guilty  as  the  reft  I  own) 
As  when  on  you  our  nonfenfe  we  impofc, 

*  TirM  with  the  nonfenfe  you  have  heard  in  profe ;  280 
^  VVhfir.  WL-'re  ofFcndcd ,  if  fome  honeft  friend 
Prefumcs  one  unharmonious  verfe  to  mend ; 

^  When  undcfir'd  oui  labours  we  repeat, 

*  Grieve  they're  no  more  regarded  by  the  Great, 

*  And  fancy,  (bould  You  once  but  fee  our  faces,      285 
You'd  bid  us  write,  and  pay  us  all  with  places. 

■  'Tis  your's,  my  lord,  to  form  my  foul  to  vcrfe. 
Who  have  fuch  numerous  virtues  to  rehearfe ; 

*  Great  Alexander  once,  in  ancient  days. 

Paid  Choerilus  for  daubing  him  with  praife ;  290 

And  yet  the  fame  fam'd  hero  made  a  law. 
None  but  Apelles  fhould  his  pidure  draw; 


'None 
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^  Fords  Alexandri  Tultiiite  firaalantb,  quod  fi 
Judicium  fubtile  videndb  artibus  iUnd 
Ad  libros,  &  ad  luec  Muiarum  dona  vocares, 
^  Bstdtum  in  craflb  jurares  aere  nafum. 

'At  Deque  dedecorant  tua  de  fe  jndicia,  atqud 
'  Mufiera,  quae  multa  dantis  cum  laude  tulcnint, 
Ddcdi  tibi  Virgilius,  Variufque  poetae : 
'Nee  magis  expreffi  vultus  per  aenei  figna 
Quam  per  vatit  opus  mores  animique  virorum 
Claromm  apparent.    '  Nee  fermones  ego  mallem 
Kepentet  per  humum,  quam  res  componere  geftas  9 
Terrarumqoe  fitus,  &  flumina  dicere,  &  arces 
Monttbus  impofitas,  &  barbara  regna,  tuifijue 


*  Aufpitiis 
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9  None  but  Lysippus  caft  his  royal  head 
In  brafs :  it  had  been  treafon  if  in  lead  ; 
A  prince  he  was  in  valour  ne'er  furpais'd,  295 

And  had  in  painting  too  perhaps  bme  tafte; 
But  as  to  verfe,  undoubted  is  the  matter, 
^  He  muft  be  dull,  as  a  Dutch  commentator. 
'  But  you,  my  lord,  a  fiivVite  of  the  mufe, 
Would  chufe  good  poets,  were  there  good  to  chufe ;  300 
'  You  know  they  paint  the  great  man's  foul  as  like. 
As  can  his  features  Knellsr,  or  Vandyke.  « 
*  Had  I  fuch  powV,  I  never  would  compofe 
Such  creeping  lines  as  thefe,  nor  verfe,  nor  profe ; 
But  rather  try  to  celebrate  your  praife,  305 

■  And  with  your  juft  encomiums  fwcll  my  lays : 
Had  I  a  genius  equal  to  my  will, 
Gladly  would  I  exert  my  utmoft  (kill 
To  confecrate  to  fame  Britannia's  land 
Receiving  law  from  your  impartial  hand  ;  Jio 

By  your  wife  counfcis  once  more  pow'rful  made^ 
Her  fleets  rcver'd,  and  flourifliing  her  trade ; 

""Exhaufitd 
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*  Aufpiciis  totum  confeda  duella  per  orbem, 

Clauftraque  cuftodem  pacis  cohibentia  Janum, 

^  £t  formidatam  Parthis  te  principe  Romami 

"  Si,  quantum  cuperem,  pofTem  quoque  :  ^  fed  neque 

4)arvuin 
Carmen  majeflas  recipit  tua,  nee  meus  audet 
Rem  tentare  pudor  quam  vires  ferre  recufent^ 
'  Sedulitas  autem,  ftulte  quern  diligit,  urguet 
Prxcipue  cum  fe  numeris  commendat  &  arte  : 
Difcitenim  citius  meminitque  libentius,  illud 
Quod  quis  deridet,  quam  quod  probat  &  vencratur. 
Nil  moror  officium  quod  me  gravat :  ac  neque  fi^ 
In  pejus  vultu  proponi  cereus  ufquam, 
Nee  prave  faSis  dccorari  verfibus  opto : 
Ne  rubeam  pingui  donatus  munere,  &  una 
Cum  fcripCore  meo,  capfa  porredlus  aperta, 
*Deferar  in  vicum  vendentem  thus  &  odores, 
£t  piper,  &  quicquid  chartis  amicitur  ineptis. 


[    "3    ]       ' 

^  Exhaufted  nations  trembling  at  her  fWord, 

*  And  *  Peace  long  wi(bM-for  to  the  world  reftor'd. 

^  But  your  true  greatnefs  fuSers  no  fucb  praife,     315 

*  My  vcrfe  would  fink  the  theme  it  meant  to  raife ; 
Unequal  to  the  tafk  would  furely  meet 
Deferv'd  contempt,  slnd  each  preiumptiious  (beet 
Could  fervc  for  nothing,  fcrawl'd  with  lines  fo  fimplep 

*  Unld*s  to  Wrap  up  fugar-loaves  for  Wimple,  320 


*  A  general  peace  was  at  this  time  jaft  condaded  at 
Aix  la  Chapelle.  ^^ 


Vol.  I. 


Ta 


TO  THE  KICHT  HONOURABLE 

THE  EARL  OF  CHESTERFIELD, 

ON      HIS     BEING      INSTALLED 

KNIGHT  OF   THE  GARTER. 

ri^HESE  trophies,  Stanhope,  of  a  lovely  dame, 
^    Once  the  bright  objed  of  a  monarch's  flame. 
Who  with  fuch  juft  propriety  can  wear, 
As  thou  the  darling  of  the  gay  and  fair  ? 
See  ev'ry  friend  to  wit,  politenefs,  love. 
With  one  confent  thy  Sovereign's  choice  approve  I 
And  liv'd  Plantagenet  her  voice  to  join, 
Heriel^  and  Garter^  both  were  furely  thine. 


T* 


[    lis    1 


T   O      A 


Lady     in    town^ 


SOON  AFTER  HfiR  LEAtING  THE  COUNTRY. 


i^T  THILST  you,  dear  maid,  o'er  thoufands  bom  td 

^  ^  reigni 

For  the  gay  town  exchange  the  rural  plain. 
The  cooling  breeze,  and  evening  walk  forfake 
For  flifling  crowds,  which  your  own  beauties  make  | 
Thro*  circling  joys  while  yoii  inceffant  ftray, 
Charm  in  the  Mall,  and  fparkle  at  the  play ; 
Think  (if  fucceffive  vanities  c^  fpare 
One  thought  to  love)  what  cruel  pangs  I  bear. 
Left  in  thefe  plains  all  wretched;  and  alone, 
To  weep  with  fountains  and  with  echos  groan. 
And  mourn  inceflantly  that  fatal  day, 
That  all  my  blifs  with  ChIob  fiiatch'd  away; 

Say  by  what  arts  I  can  relieve  my  pain, 
I4ufic,  yerfe,  all  I  try,  bat  try  in  vain  t 

la  U 
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In  vain  Ac  breathing  flute  my  hand  employs. 
Late  the  companion  of  my  Chloe's  voice^ 
Nor  Handel's  nor  Corelli's  tuneful  airs 
Can  harmonize  my  foul,  or  footh  my  cares  ; 
Thofe  once-lov'd  med'cines  unfuccefsful  prove, 
MufiCy  alas,  is  but  the  voice  of  love  ! 
In  vain  I  oft  harmonious  lines  perufe. 
And  feek  for  aid  from  Pope's, ^^^  Prior's  mufe  ; 
Their  treachVous  numbers  but  affift  the  foe. 
And  call  forth  fccnes  of  fympathifing  woe  : 
Here  Heloise  mourns  her  abfcnt  lover's  charms, 
There  parting  Emma  fighs  in  Henry's  arms ; 
Their  loves  like  mine  ilUfated  I  bemoan. 
And  in  their  tender  forrows  read  my  own. 

Reftlefs  fomttimes,  as  oft  the  mournful  dove 
Forlakes  her  neft  forfaken  by  her  love, 
I  fly  from  home,  and  feck  the  facred  fields 
Where  Cam's  old  urn  its  filver  current  yields. 
Where  folemn  tow'rs  o'erlook  each  mofTy  grove. 
As  if  to  guard  it  from  th'  aflaults  of  love  ; 
Yet  guard  in  vain,  for  there  my  Chlob's  eyes 
But  lately  made  whole  colleges  her  prize  > 


Her 
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Her  fons,  tho*  few,  not  Pallas  couM  defend. 
Nor  DuLNEss  fuccour  to  her  thoufands  lend ; 
Love  like  a  fever  with  infedious  rage 
Scorch'd  up  the  young,  and  thaw'd  the  froft  of  age» 
•  To  gaze  at  her,  ev'n  Donns  were  feen  to  run, 
And  leave  unfinifli'd  pipes,  and  authors — fcarce  begun* 

♦  So  Helen  look'd,  and  mpv'd  with  fuch  a  grace. 
When  the  grave  feniorsof  the  Trojan  race 
Were  forc'd  thofe  fatal  beauties  to  admire. 
That  all  their  youth  confum'd,  and  fet  their  town  on  fire. 

At  fam'd  Newmarket  oft  I  fpend  the  day 
An  unconcern'd  fpeftator  of  the  play  ; 
There  pitilefs  obferve  the  ruin'd  heir 
With  anger  fir'd,  or  melting  with  dcfpair  ; 
For  how  (hou'd  1  his  trivial  lofs  bemoan. 
Who  feel  one,  fo  much  greater,  of  my  own  ? 
Thef e  while  the  golden  heaps,  a  glorious  prize^ 
Wait  the  decifion  of  two  rival  dice, 
Whilft  long  difputes  'tw'ixt/even  SLtidfve  remain, 
And  each,  like  parties,  have  their  friends  for  gain. 


•  Vid.  Horn.  II.  Lib.  III.  Vcr.  150. 

I  3  Without 
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Without  one  wi(h  I  fee  the  guineas  (hine^ 
Fate,  keep  your  gold,  I  cry,  make  Chloe  mine. 
Kow  fee,  prepared  their  utmoft  fpeed  to  try, 
O'er  the  fmooth  turf  the  bounding  racers  fly ! 
Now  more  and  more  their  0cnder  limbs  they  ftrain. 
And  foaming  ftretch  along  the  velvet  plain ! 
Ah  ftay !  fwift  fleeds,  your  rapid  flight  delay, 
No  more  the  jockey's  fmarting  lafli  obey : 
But  rather  let  my  handdiredl  the  rein, 
And  guide  your  fteps  a  nobler  prize  to  gain ; 
Then  fwift  as  eagles  cut  the  yielding  air, 
Bear  me,  oh  bear  me  to  the  abfent  fair. 

Now  when  the  winds  are  hufh'd,  the  air  ferene. 
And  chearful  funbeams  gild  the  beauteous  fcene, 
Penfive  o'er  all  the  neighboring  fields  I  ftray, 
Where'er  or  choice,  or  chance  direSs  the  way : 
Or  view  the  op'ning  lawns,  or  private  woods. 
Or  diftant  bluiOi  hills,  or  (ilver  floods : 
Now  harmlefs  birds  in  filken  nets  infnare. 
Now  with  fwift  dogs  purfue  the  flying  hare : 
Dull  fports !  for  oh  my  Chloe  is  not  there  1 

Fatigu'd, 


! 
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Fatigu'd,  at  length  I  willingly  retire 
To  a  fmall  ftudy,  and  a  cheerful  fire ; 
There  o'er  fome  folio  pore,  I  pore  *tis  true, 
But  oh  my  thoughts  are  fled,  and  fled  to  you  t 
I  hear  you,  fee  you,  feaft  upon  your  eyes, 
And  dafp  with  eager  arms  the  lovely  prize ; 
Here  for  a  while  I  cou'd  forget  my  pain, 
Whilfl  I  by  dear  refleftion  live  again: 
But  ev*n  thefe  joys  are  too  fublime  to  laft. 
And  quickly  fade,  like  all  the  real  ones  pail ; 
For  juft  when  now  beneath  fome  filent  grove 
.1  hear  you  talk — and  talk  perhaps  of  love-^ 
Or  charm  with  thrilling  notes  the  lift'ning  ear. 
Sweeter  than  angels  iing,  or  angels  hear. 
My  treachVous  hand  its  weighty  charge  lets  go^ 
The  book  falls  thund'ring  on  the  floor  below. 
The  pleafing  vifion  in  a  moment's  gone. 
And  I  once  more  am  wretched,  and  alone. 

So  when  glad  Orphsus  from  th*  Infernal  Ihade 
Had  juft  recalled  his  long-lamented  maid. 
Soon  as  her  charms  had  reach'd  his  eager  eytS| 
Loft  in  eternal  night  again  (he  dies. 

I  4  To 


[     %%o     ] 


To    ^    L    A    D    Y, 

SENT  WITH  A  PRESENT  OF  SHELLS  AND  STONES 
DESIGNED  FOR  A  GROTTO. 

WT  ^^^  S}^^^  ^'^^  ^^'^J  ^^^  ^P°*'^  °^  neighb'ring 

^  ^  fliores, 

The  Indian  fwain  his  fable  love  adores  i 
Off'rings  well  fuited  to  the  duflcy  (brine 
Of  his  rude  goddefs,  but  unworthy  mine; 
And  yet  they  feem  not  fuch  a  worthlefs  prize, 
If  nicely  view'd  by  philofophic  eyes ; 
And  fuch  are  your's,  that  nature's  works  admire 
With  warmth  like  that,  which  they  themfclves  infpire. 

To  fuch  how  fair  appears  each  grain  of  fand, 
Or  humbled  weed,  as  wrought  by  nature's  hand ! 
How  far  fuperior  to  all  human  pow'r 
Springs  the  green  blade,  or  buds  the  painted  flow'r !, 
In  all  her  births,  tho'  of  the  meaneft  kinds, 
A  juft  obferver  entertainment  finds. 
With  fond  delight  her  low  produdions  fees, 
And  how  (he  gently  rifes  by  degrees ; 

A  (bell. 
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A  (hell,  or  (lone,  he  can  with  pleafure  view. 

Hence  trace  her  nobleft  works,  the  heav'ns— and  you. 

Behold,  how  bright  thefe  gaudy  trifles  (hine, 
The  lovely  fportings  of  a  hand  divine  I 
See  with  what  art  each  curious  (hell  is  made, 
Here  carv'd  in  fretwork,  there  with  pearl  inlaid  I 
What  vivid  ftreaks  th'  cnamell'd  ftones  adorn. 
Fair  as  the  paintings  of  the  purple  morn! 
Yet  ftiJI  not  half  their  charms  can  reach  our  eyes. 
While  thus  confus'd  the  fparkling  chaos  lies; 
Doubly  they'll  pleafe,  when  in  your  grotto  plac'd. 
They  plainly  fpeak  their  fair  difpofer's  tafte; 
Thpn  glories  yet  unfeen  (hall  o'er  them  rife, 
New  order  from  yfiuv  hand,  new  luftre  from  your  eyes. 

How  fweet,  how  charming  will  appear  this  Grot, 
When  by  your  art  to  full  perfediion  brought  I 
Here  verdant  plants,  and  blooming  flowVs  will  grow. 
There  bubbling  currents  thro'  the  (hell-work  flow  ; 
Here  coral  mixt  with  (hells  of  various  dyes. 
There  poli(h'd  ftones  will  charm  our  wondering  eyes : 
Delightful  bow'r  of  blifs  !  fecurc  retreat ! 
Fit  for  the  Mufes,  and  Statira's  featt 

But 


But  ftill  how  good  muft  be  that  fair  one's  mind. 
Who  thus  in  folitude  can  pleafure  find  ! 
The  mufe  her  company,  good-fci^fe  her  guide, 
Refiftlcfs  charms  her  pow'r,  but  not  her  pride  : 
Who  thus  forfakes  the  town,  the  park,  and  play. 
In  filent  (hades  to  pafs  her  hours  away ; 
Who  better  likes  to  breathe  frefli  country  air. 
Than  ride  imprifon'd  in  a  velvet  chair; 
And  makes  the  warbling  nightingale  her  choice. 
Before  the  thrills  of  F^rinelli's  voice ; 
Prefers  her  books,  and  confcicnce  void  of  ill, 
To  conforts,  balls,  afTemblies,  and  quadrille  : 
Sweet  bow'rs  more  pleas'd  than  gilded  chariots  (eeSy 
For  groves  the  playhoufe  quits,  and  beaus  for  trees. 

Bleft  is  the  man,  whom  heav'n  (hall  grant  one  hour 
With  fuch  a  lovely  nymph,  in  fuch  a  lovely  bow'r ! 


T© 
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To 


LADY, 


} 


1J»   AN3WER  TO  A  LETTER  WROTE  IN  A  VERY  FINE 
HAND. 

-f  IT  r  H I L  S  T  well  wrote  lines  our  wond'ring  cycf 

^  ^  command. 

The  beauteous  work  of  Chloe's  artful  hand^ 
Throughout  the  finifli'd  piece  we  fee  difplay'd 
Th'  exafteft  image  of  the  lovely  maid ; 
Such  is  her  wit,  and  fuch  her  form  divine, 
This  pure,  as  flows  the  ftyle  thro'  evVy  line, 
That  like  each  letter,  exquifiteiy  fine. 

See  with  what  art  the  fable  currents  (lain 
In  wand'ring  mazes  all  the  milk-white  plain ! 
Thus  o'er  the  meadows  wrap'd  in  filver  fnow 
Unfrozen  brooks  in  dark  meanders  flow ; 
Thus  jetty  curls  in  (hining  ringlets  deck 
The  ivory  plain  of  lovely  Chloe's  neck : 
jSee,  like  fome  virgin,  whofe  unmeaning  charms 
Receive  new  luftre  from  a  lover's  arms. 
The  yielding  paper's  pure,  but  vacant  breafl^ 
By  her  fair  band  and  flowing  pen  impreft, 

I  At 


At  every  touch  more  animated  grows. 
And  with  new  life  and  new  ideas  glows, 
Frefh  beauties  from  the  kind  defiler  gains. 
And  ihines  each  moment  brighter  from  its  ftains. 

Let  mighty  Love  no  longer  boaft  his  darts. 
That  firike  unerring,  alm'd  at  mortal  hearts ; 
Chloe,  your  quill  can  equal  wonders  do, 
Wound  full  as  fure,  and  at  a  diftance  too : 
Arm'd  with  your  feather'd  weapons  in  your  ban    , 
From  pole  to  pole  you  fend  your  great  command  . 
To  diftant  climes  in  vain  the  lover  flies. 
Your  pen  o'ertakes  him,  if  he  'fcapes  your  eyes ; 
So  thofe,  who  from  the  fword  in  battle  run 
But  perifli  victims  to  the  diftant  gun. 

Beauty's  a  fliort-liv'd  blaze,  a  fading  flowV, 
But  thefe  are  charms  no  ages  can  devour; 
Thefc  far  fuperior  to  the  brighteft  face. 
Triumph  alike  o'er  time  as  well  as  fpace. 
When  that  hiv  form,  which  thoufands  now  adore. 
By  years  decay'd,  ihall  tyrannize  no  more, 
Thefc  lovely  lines  (hall  future  ages  view. 
And  eyes  unborn,  like  ours,  he  charm'd  by  you* 


How 
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How  oft  do  I  admire  with  fond  delight 
The  curious  piece,  and  wi(h  like  you  to  write  ! 
Alas,  vain  hope  I  that  might  as  well  afpire 
To  copy  Paulo's  ftroke,  or  Titian's  fire: 
Ev'n  now  your  fplendid  lines  before  me  lie, 
And  I  in  vain  to  imitate  them  try ; 
Believe  me,  fair,  Tm  pradlifing  this  art. 
To  ileal  your  hand,  in  hopes  to  ileal  your  heart. 


TO 
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TO   THE    RIGHT    HONOURABLB    THB 

LADY  MARGARET  CAVENDISH  HARLEY*, 

PRESENTED  ^ITH  A  COLLECTION  OF  POEMS* 

rr^  H  E  tuneful  throng  was  ever  beauty^s  care, 

*     And  vcrfe  a  tribute  facred  to  the  fair  j 
Hence  in  each  age  the  lovelieft  nymph  has  been. 
By  undifputed  right,  the  mufes  queen  ; 
Her  foiiles  have  all  poetic  bofoms  fir'df 
And  patronised  the  verfe  themfelves  inrpir'd  : 

Lesbia 


*  Lady  Margaret  Cavendifh  Harley  was  the  only  daugh* 
ter  and  beirefs  of  Edtvard  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimeri 
by  his  wife  the  Lady  Heorietta  Cavendifh,  fole  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  John  Holies  Duke  of  Newcaflle.  She  mar- 
ried William  the  fecond  Duke  of  Portland  July  1 1,  1734* 
who  died  on  the  ift  of  May,  1762;  her  Grace  furviving 
hittkp  departed  this  life  at  her  feat  at  Bullbode,  on  Monday 
the  1 8th  of  June  1785,  leaving  behind  her  that  famous 
mnfeufflf  replete  with  works  in  the  fine  arts  and  a  mofl 
extenfive  colleAion  of  natural  hiflory,  which,  with  no  lefs 
indttftry  than  judgment,  and  at  an  expence  which  could  be 
only  fupported  by  her  princely  fortune,  (he  had  been  the 
greateft  part  of   her  life  coUc^ng;   but  this  collediioui 

however 
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Lesbi  A  prefided  thus  in  Roman  times, 
Thus  Sacharissa  reign'd  o'er  Britifli  rhymes 
And  prefent  bards  to  Margaretta  bow. 
For  what  they  were  of  old,  is  Harley  now. 

From  Oxford's  houfe,  in  thefe  dull  bufy  days^ 
Alone  we  hope  for  patronage,  or  praife ; 
He  to  our  flighted  labours  fiill  is  kind. 
Beneath  his  roof  w*  are  ever  fure  to  find 
(Reward  fufficient  for  the  world's  negled) 
Charms  to  infpire,  and  goodnefs  to  protect ; 
Your  eyes  with  rapture  animate  our  lays. 
Your  fire's  kind  hand  uprears  our  drooping  bays ; 


however  it  was  gazed  at,  and  with  great  jadgment  admired 
by  men  of  virtu  and  philofophy  of  our  own  and  foreign  na- 
tions, yet,  when  time  fliail  have  done  away  all  traces  of  its 
exigence,  her  Grace's  unfeigned  religion  and  piety,  exz£t 
fulfilment  of  all  domeilic  duties,  fuperior  talents  of  mind, 
native  dignity  amongfl  her  equals,  a  flowing  condefcenfioa 
to  her  inferiors,  which  made  thofe  whom  fhe  honoured  with 
her  acquaintance  forget  the  difference  of  their  (lations,  uni- 
verfal  benevolence,  and  the  mod  amiable  fweetnefs  of  tem- 
per, will  caufe  her  ever  to  be  remembered  amongfl  the  moSt 
famous  of  her  fex,  whofe  fuperior  cbaraders  rcfled  a  laftre 
on  the  Britifh  nation.      E. 

Form'd 
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FormM  for  our  glory  and  fupport^  ye  feetrj^ 
Our  conftant  patron  he,  and  yqu  our  theme. 
Where  (hou'd  poetic  homage  then  be  pay'd  ? 
Where  ev'ry  vcrfe^  but  at  your  feet,  be  lay'd  ? 
A  double  right  you  to  this  empire  bear. 
As  firft  in  beauty,  and  as  Oxford's  heir. 

lUuftrious  maid  !  in  whofe  fole  perfon  join'<f 
Ev'ry  perfection  of  the  fair  we  find. 
Charms  that  might  warrant  all  her  fex's  pride^ 
Without  one  foible  of  her  fex  to  hide  ; 
Good-nature  artlefs  as  the  bloom  that  dyes 
Her  cheeks,  and  wit  as  piercing  as  her  eyes. 
Oh  Harley  !  cou*d  but  you  thefc  lines  approve, 
Thefc  children  fprung  from  idlenefs  and  love, 
CouM  they,  (but  ah  how  vain  is  the  defign !) 
Hope  to  amufe  your  hours,  as  once  they've  mine^ 
Th'  ill-judging  world's  applaufe,  and  critics  blame^ 
Alike  I'd  fcorn :  your  approbation's  fame. 


HORACE, 


tt      0      il       A      C       Ej 


BOOK  It    ObB  XVI. 


IMITATED. 
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H      O      R      A      T      I      I, 

LIB.  n.    Od.  XVI. 

1.  ^X TIU  M  divos  rogat  in  patent! 
^^  Prenfus  ^geo,  fimul  atra  nubcs 

Condidit  Lunam,  neque  certa  fulgent ; 
Sidera  nautis ; 

2.  Otium  bello  furiofa  Thrace, 
Otium  Medi  pharetra  decori, 
Grofphe,  non  gemmis  neque  purpuri 

venale,  nee  auro. 

3*  Non  enim  gazae,  neque  confularls 
Summovet  li£lor  miferos  tumultus 
Mentis,  &  curas  laqueata  circum 
Teda  volantes. 

4«  Vivitur  parvo  bene,  cui  paternum 
Splendet  in  menia  tenui  (alinum; 
Nee  leves  Tomnos  timer  aut  cupido 
Sordidus  aufeit. 


Quid 
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BOOK  II.    Ode  XVI. 

tMITATBb. 


Ei 


to  the  Hon;  PHILIP   YORKE,  Efq; 

StiON  AFTER  THE  GENERAL  ELECTION  IN  1747, 

•  *•   io^  O  ^  quiet,  YoRfcE,  the  failor  cries, 

^     When  gathering  ftorms  obfcure  the  flie% 
The  ftars  no  more  appearing ; 
i.   The  candidate  for  quiet  prays, 
Sick  of  the  bumpers  and  huzzas 
Of  bleft  electioneering* 

3.  Who  thinks,  that  from  the  Speaker's  chalf 
The  Serjeant's  mace  can  keep  ofFcare^ 

Is  wond'roufly  miftaken : . 

4.  Alas  I  he  is  hot  half  fo  bleft 

As  thofe,  who've  liberty,  arid  reft, 

And  dine  on  beans  and  bacon. 

K  1  S«  Why 
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Quid  brevi  fortes  jaculamur  avo 
Multa  ?  quid  terras  alio  calente 
5*    Sole  mutamus  ?  patrix  quis  exul 
Se  quoque  fugit  ? 

i,    Scandit  asratas  vitiofa  naves 

Cura ;  nee  turmas  equitum  relinquit, 
Ocyor  cervis,  &  agente  nimbos 
Ocyer  Euro. 

7*   Laetus  in  prsfens  animus  quod  ultra  eft 
Oderit  curare,  &  amara  lento 
Tcmperet  rifu.    Nihil  eft  ab  omni 

8.  Parte  beatuoi* 


9.  Abftulii 
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5.  Why  fliould  wc  then  to  London  run. 
And  quit  our  chearful  country  fun 

For  bufinefs,  dirt,  and  foioke  i 
Can  we,  by  changing  place  and  aify 
Ourfelves  get  rid  of,  or  our  care  ? 

In  troth  'tis  all  a  joke. 

6.  Care  climbs  proud  (hips  of  mightieft  force, 
And  mounts  behind  the  General's  horfe, 

Outflrips  huflars  and  pandours  j 
Far  fwifter  than  the  bounding  hind. 
Swifter  than  clouds  before  the  wind. 

Or  Cope  ♦  before  th*  Highlanders. 

7*   A  man,  when  once  he's  fafely  chofe. 
Should  laugh  at  all  his  threatening  foes. 

Nor  think  of  future  evil : 
Each  good  has  its  attendant  ill ; 
8.   A  feat  is  no  bad  thing,  but  ftill 
EledUons  are  the  devil. 


*  General  Cope,  ia  the  year  i745»  had  made  a  rery  pre* 
cipitace  retreat^  before  the  rebel  army,  from  Preflon  Panna 
to  Edinburgh. 

K  3  '      9,  Its 
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9«  Abftulit  clarum  cita  mors  AchiUem  ; 
10.  Longa  Tithonum  minuit  fenedus  ; 
£t  mihi  forfan,  dbiquod  negarit^ 
Porriget  honu 

%%•  Te  greges ceAtum,  Siculacque  circum- 

Mugiunt  vaccae ;  tibt  tollit  hinni- 
12.  Turn  apta  quadrigis  equa  ^  te  bis  Afro 
Muricc  tin&e 

Veftiunt  lanse :  13.  mihi  parva  rura  et 
14.  Spiritum  Graise  tenuem  Camcmx 
Parca  non  mendax  dedit^  &  malignum 
Spernere  vulgus. 


HORATII, 
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9*  Its  gifts,  v^ith  hand  impartial,  Heav'n 
Divides :  to  Or  ford  it  was  giv'n 
,  To  die  in  full-blown  glory ; 

10.  To  Bath  indeed  a  longer  date, 
But  then  with  unrelenting  hate 

Furfu'd  by  Whig  and  Tory. 

11.  The  gods  to  you  with  bounteous  hand 
Have  granted  feats,  and  parks,  and  land  s 

Brocades  and  filks  you  wear ; 
With  claret  and  ragouts  you  treat, 

12.  Six  neighing  fteeds  with  nimble  feet 

Whirl  on  your  gilded  car, 

13.  To  me  they've  giv'n  a  fmall  retreat^ 
Good  port  and  mutton,  beft  of  meat. 

With  broad-cloth  on  my  (houlders, 
A  foul  that  fcorns  a  dirty  job, 

14.  Loves  a  good  rhyme,  and  hates  a  mob, 

I  mean  who  a'n't  freeholders* 


K4  HORACE, 
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H      O      R      A      T      I      l^ 

LIB.  IV.    Od.  VUI. 

It   Tp\ONAREM  pateus  graitaque  comtnodi^s^ 
^^  Ccnforinc,  iiicis  aera  fodalibus : 
Donarem  tripodas,  prsmia  fortium 
Grajorum  ;   2.  neque  tu  p^iBma  munenini 
Ferres,  divite  me  fcilicet  artium, 
Quas  aut  Parrhaflus  pcotulit  aut  Scop  as 

3*   Hie  faxo,  liquidis  ille  coloribus 

Solers  nunc  hominem  ponere,  nunc  deum. 


4.  Sed 
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HORACE, 

BOOK   IV.    Ode   VIII. 

IMITATE      D, 
TO   THE    SAME. 

1.  T^ID  but  kind  fate  to  mc  impart 
■*^  Wealth  equal  to  my  gcn'rous  hearty 
Some  curious  gift  to  ev'ry  friend, 

A  token  of  my  love,  I'd  fend; 

2.  But  dill  the  choiceft  and  the  beft 
Should  be  confignM  to  friends  at  Wrest. 

An  organ,  which,  if  right  I  guefs. 
Would  beft  pleafc  lady  Marchioness, 
Should  firft  be  fent  by  my  command, 
Worthy  of  her  infpiring  hand : 
To  lady  Bell  of  niceft  mould 
A  coral  fet  in  burnifh'd  gold: 
To  you,  well  knowing  what  you  like, 

3.  Portraits  by  Lely  or  Vandyke, 
A  curious  bronze,  or  buft  antique* 


} 


4- But 
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4«       Sed  non  haec  mihi  vis :  nee  tibi  talium 
Ites  eft  aut  animus  deliciarum  egens. 
Gaudes  carttiinibus,  cariliiha  poflumus 
Donare,  5.  &  pretium  dicere  muneri. 

6.  Non  incifa  notis  marmora  publicis. 
Per  quae  fpiritus  &  vita  redit  bonis 

Poft  mortem  ducibus ;  non  ccleres  fugae^ 
Rejedaeque  retrorfum  Annibalis  minae; 
Non  incendia  Carthaginis  impiae. 
Ejus  qui  domita  nomen  ab  Africa 
Lucratus  rediit,  clarius  indicant 
Laudes,  quam  Calabrx  Pierides :  neque, 

7.  Si  chartae  fileant  quod  bene  feceris, 
Mercedem  tuleris.     8.  Quid  Joret  UisD 
Mavortifque  puer,  fi  taciturnitas 


Obftaret 
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4«      But  (ince  thefe  gifts  exceed  mj  power. 
And  you,  who  need  not  w'tfh  for  more. 
Already  bleft  with  all  that's  fine. 
Are  pleas'd  with  verfe,  tho'  fuch  as  mine  i 
As  poets  us'd  in  ancient  times, 
I'll  make  my  prefents  all  in  rhymes  ; 

5*  And,  left  you  (hould  forget  their  worth. 
Like  them  PU  fet  their  value  forth. 

6.  Not  monumental  brafs  or  ftones. 
The  guardians  of  heroic  bones. 

Not  vidories  won  by  Marlbro's  fword. 
Nor  titles  which  thefe  feats  record, 
Such  glories  o*er  the  dead  difFufe, 
As  can  the  labours  of  the  mufe. 

7.  But  if  (he  (hould  her  aid  deny. 
With  you  your  virtues  all  muft  die. 
Nor  tongues  unborn  (hall  ever  fay 
How  wife,  how  good,  was  Lady  Grey* 

8.  What  now  had  been  th'  ignoble  doom 
Of  him  who  bu'dt  imperial  Romb  ? 


Or 
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Obftaret  meritis  invida  Romuli  i 
Ercptum  Stygiis  flu£tibus  iSacum 
Virtus  &  favor  &  lingua  potentium 
Vatum  divitibus  confecrat  infulis. 


9«       Dignum  laude  virum  Mufa  vcut  mori, 
Codo  mufa  beat :   lo  Sic  Jovis  intereft 
Optatis  epulis  impiger  Hercule : 
Clarum  Tyndaridx  fidus  ab  infimis 
Quaflas  eripiunt  xquoribus  rates : 
Ornatus  viridi  tempora  pampino 
Liber  vota  bonos  ducit  ad  exitus. 
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Or  him,  defcrving  ten  times  more. 
Who  fed  the  hungry,  cloth'd  the  poor. 
Cleared  ftreams,  and  bridges  laid  acrofs. 
And  built  the  little  church  of  Ross  ? 
Did  not  th'  eternal  powers  of  verfe 
From  age  to  age  their  deeds  rehearfc. 

9.      The  mufc  forbids  the  brave  to  die. 

Bellowing  immortality: 
10.  Still  by  her  aid  in  bleft  abodes 
Alcides  feafts  among  the  Gods ; 
And  royal  Arthur  dill  is  able 
To  fill  his  hofpitable  table 
With  Englifh  beef,  and  Englifli  knights. 
And  looks  with  pity  down  on  White's. 


Tm 
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To   the   Hon.    Mifi   Y  O  R  K  j^ 

ON  HER   MARRIAGE   TO   LORD   AKSOK* 

TTICTORIOUS   AwsoN  fee  returns 

^         From  the  fubjeded  main  ! 
With  joy  each  Britifh  bofom  burns, 
Fearlefs  of  France  and  Spain. 

Honours  his  grateful  Sovereign's  handj 

Conqueft  his  own  beftows, 
Applaufe  unfeign'd  his  native  land^ 

UnenvjrM  wealth  her  foes. 

But  ftill,  mj  (on,  Britannia  criesj 

Still  more  thj  merits  claim  | 
Thy  deeds  deferve  a  richer  prize 

Than  tides,  wealth,  or  fame. 

Twice  wafted  (afe  firom  pole  to  pole 

Th*  haft  faii'd  the  globe  around  | 
Contains  it  ought  can  charm  thy  foul. 

Thy  fondeft  wifhes  bound  f 
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Is  there  a  trcafure  worA  thy  care 
Within  th*  incircling  line  i 

Say,  and  I'll  weary  Heav'n  with  pray'r 
To  make  that  treafure  thine* 


Hcav'n  liften'd  to  Britannia's  voice, 

X  Agreed  that  more  was  due : 
He  chofe — the  gods  approv*d  his  choic^ 
And  paid  him  all  in  You. 


CHLOE    TO    STREPHON, 
A     SONG. 

^^'V^  O  O  plain,  dear  youth,  thefe  tell-tale  eyes 

•*        My  heart  your  own  declare; 
But  for  Heaven's  fake  let  it  fuffice 
You  reign  triumphant  there. 

Forbear  your  utmoft  pow'r  to  try. 

Nor  farther  urge  your  fway; 
Prefs  not  for  what  I  muft  deny. 

For  fear  I  (hould  obey.  ' 

I  Could 
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Could  all  ycNir  arts  fucce&ful  prove^ 
Would  you  a  maid  undo  ? 

Wbofe  greateft  (ailing  is  her  love^ 
And  that  her  love  for  you. 

Sayi  would  you  ufe  that  very  pow'f 
You  from  her  fondnefs  claim^ 

To  ruin,  in  one  fktal  hour, 
A  life  of  fpotlefs  fune? 

Ah !  ceafe,  my  dear,  to  do  an  ill, 
Becaufe  perhaps  you  may ; 

But  rather  try  your  utmoft  fkitl 
To  lave  me,  than  betray* 

Be  you  yourfelf  my  virtue's  guard. 
Defend,  and  not  purfue ; 

Since  'tis  a  taflc  for  me  too  hard 
To  fight  with  lore  and  you< 


A  SOMO. 
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A        SONG. 

/^  EASE,  Sally,  thy  charms  to  expand, 
^^      All  thy  arts  and  thy  witchcraft  forbear. 
Hide  thofe  eyes,  hide  that  neck  and  that  hand. 
And  thofe  fweet  flowing  trefles  of  hsdr. 

Oh !  torture  me  not,  for  Love's  fake. 

With  the  fmirk  of  thofe  delicate  lips. 

With  that  head's  dear  fignificant  fhake. 

And  the  tofs  of  the  hoop  and  the  hips. 

Oh  !  fight  ftill  more  fetal  !  look  there 

O'er  her  tucker  what  murderers  peep ! 

So— now  there's  an  end  of  my  care, 

I  fliall  never  more  eat,  drink,  or  fleep. 


D'you  fing  too  ?  ah  mifchievous  thought  f 

Touch  me,  touch  me  not  there  any  more  ; 
Who  the  devil  can  'fcape  being  caught 
In  a  trap  that's  thus  baited  all  o'er? 
Vol.  I.  L  But 


C   146  ] 

But  why  to  advife  fliou*d  I  try? 

What  nature  ordains  we  muft  prove  ; 
You  no  more  can  help  charming,  than  I 

Can  help  being  charm'd,  and  in  love* 


A        SONG. 

^T  r  HEN  firft  I  fought  feir  Cxlia's  love, 

^  ^         And  ev'ry  charm  was  new, 
I  fwore  by  all  the  gods  above 
To  be  for  ever  true. 

But  long  in  vain  did  I  adore. 

Long  wept  and  figh'd  in  vain, 
She  ftill  protefted,  vow*d,  and  fv^ore, 

She  ne'er  would  eafe  my  pain. 


At  laft  overcome  (he  made  me  bleft, 
And  yielded  all  her  charms; 

And  I  forfook  her,  when  pofleft. 
And  fled  to  others'  arms. 


But 
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But  let  not  this,  dear  C^lia,  no^¥ 
To  rage  thy  brcaft  incline  j 

For  why,  fince  you  forgot  your  vow, 
Should  I  remember  mine  ? 


THE       CHOICE. 

ITTAD  I,  Pygmalion  like,  the  pow*r 
•■"  -*■  To  make  the  Nymph  I  wou'd  adore  i 
The  model  fhou'd  be  thus  defign*d, 
Like  this  her  form,  like  this  her  mind* 


Her  (kin  fhou'd  be  as  lilies  fair. 
With  rofy  cheeks  and  jetty  hair ; 
Her  lips  with  pure  vermilion  fpread, 
And  foft  and  moift,  as  well  as  red; 
Her  eyes  fhou'd  fhlne  with  vivid  light, 
At  once  both  languifhing  and  bright ; 
Her  fhape  fhou'd  be  exad  and  fmall, 
Her  ftature  rather  low  than  tall ; 

L2 


Her 
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Her  limbs  well  turn'd,  her  air  and  mien 
At  once  both  fprightly  and  ferene ; 
BeAdes  all  this,  a  namelefs  grace 
Shou'd  be  diffus'd  all  o'er  her  hce ; 
To  malce  the  lovely  piece  complete. 
Not  only  beautiful,  but  fweet* 

This  for  her  form :  now  for  her  mind  j 
I'd  have  it  open,  gen'rous,  kind, 
Void  of  all  coquettifli  arts, 
And  vain  defigns  of  conquering  hearts, 
Not  fway'd  by  any  views  of  gain, 
Nor  fond  of  giving  others  pain ; 
But  foft,  tho'  bright,  like  her  own  eyes, 
Difcreetly  witty,  gayly  wife, 

I'd  have  her  (kilVd  in  cv'ry  art 
That  can  engage  a  wand'ring  heart  j 
Know  all  the  fcicnces  of  love, 
Yet  ever  willing  to  improve; 
To  prefs  the  hand,  and  roll  the  eye, 
And  drop  fometimes  an  amorous  figh ; 


To 
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To  lengthen  out  the  balmy  kifs, 
Ard  heighten  cv'ry  tender  blifs  ; 
And  yet  I'd  have  the  charmer  be 
By  nature  only  taught,— or  me. 


rd  have  her  to  ftrift  honour  ty*d. 
And  yet  without  one  fpark  of  pride  i 
In  company  well  drefl  and  fine^ 
Yet  not  ambitious  to  outfliine ; 
In  private  always  neat  and  clean, 
And  quite  a  flranger  to  the  fpleen  ; 
Well-pleas'd  to  grace  the  park^  and 
And  dance  fometimes  the  night  away. 
But  oft'ner  fond  to  fpend  her  hours 
In  folitude,  and  fhady  bow'rs. 
And  there,  beneath  fome  filent  grove, 
Delight  in  poetry,  and  love. 


Some  fparks  of  the  poetic  fire 
I  fain  would  have  her  foul  infpire, 
Enough,  at  leaft,  to  let  her  know 
What  joys  from  love  and  virtue  flow  i 
L3 


Enough) 
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Enough,  at  leaft,  to  make  her  wife, 
And  fops  and  fopperies  defpife ; 
prefer  her  books,  and  her  own  mufc. 
To  vifits,  fcandal,  chat,  and  news; 
Above  her  fex^  exalt  her  mind, 
And  make  her  more  than  woman-kind. 


To     a     YOUNG     LADY, 

GOING     1^)    THE     W£ST     INDIES. 

TJ^  O  R  univcrfal  fway  defign'd 

•^        To  diftant  realms  Clorinda  flies, 

And  fcorns,  in  one  fmall  ifle  confln'cl. 

To  bound  the  conquefts  of  her  eyes. 


From  our  cold  climes  to  India's  fhore 
With  cruel  hafte  (he  wings  her  way. 

To  fcorch  their  fultry  plains  ftill  more. 
And  rob  us  of  our  only  day. 


Whilft 
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Whilft  ev'ry  ftreaming  eye  o'crflows 

With  tender  floods  of  parting  tears, 

Thy  breaft,  dear  caufc  of  all  our  woes. 
Alone  unmov'd,  and  gay  appears. 

But  ftill,  if  right  the  mufes  tell, 

The  &ted  point  of  time  is  nigh. 

When  grief  (ball  that  fair  bofom  fwell. 
And  trickle  from  thy  lovely  eye. 

Tho'  now,  like  Philip's  fon,  whofe  arms 
Did  once  the  valTal  world  command, 

You  rove  with  unrefifted  charms. 

And  conquer  both  by  fea  and  land; 

Yet  when  (as  foon  they  mud)  mankind 

Shall  all  be  doom'd  to  wear  your  chain. 

You  too,  like  him,  will  weep  to  find 

No  more  unconquer'd  worlds  remain* 


1-4 


CHLOE 
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CHLOE     ANGLING. 

^\  N  yon  fair  brook's  enameird  fide 
^^     Behold  my  Chlob  ftand$ ! 
Her  angle  trembles  o'er  the  tide. 
As  confcious  of  her  bands» 

Calm  as  the  gentle  waves  appear. 

Her  thoughts  ferenely  flow, 
Calm  as  the  foftly  breathing  air. 

That  curls  the  brook  below. 


Such  charms  her  fparkling  eyes  difclofe, 
With  fuch  foft  pow'r  cndu'd, 

She  feems  a  new-born  Venus,  rofe 
From  the  tranfparent  flood* 

From  each  green  bank,  and  mofly  cave, 

The  fcaly  race  repair. 
They  fport  beneath  the  cryftal  wave, 
And  kifs  her  image  there. 


Here 
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Here  the  bright  filver  eel  enroll'd 

In  fhining  volumes  lies. 
There  bafks  the  carp  bedropt  with  gold 

In  the  funfhine  of  her  eyes. 

With  hungry  pikes  in  wanton  play 

The  tim'rous  trouts  appear  ; 
The  hungry  pikes  forget  to  prey. 

The  tim'rous  trouts  to  fear. 

With  equal  haftc  the  thoughtlefs  crew 

To  the  fair  tempter  fly  ; 
Nor  grieve  they,  whilft  her  eyes  they  view, 

That  by  her  hand  they  die. 

Thus  I  too  view'd  the  nymph  of  late  j 

Ah  fimple  fifti,  beware  ! 
Soon  will  you  find  my  wretched  fate. 

And  ftruggle  in  the  fnare. 

But,  Fair-one,  tho*  thefe  toils  fucceed, 

Of  conqueft  be  not  vain  ; 
Nor  think  o'er  aH  the  fcaly  breed 

Unpunifli'd  thus  to  reign. 

Remember, 
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Remember,  in  a  wat'ry  glafs 

His  charms  Narcissus  rpy'<l9 
When  for  his  own  bewitching  face 

The  youth  defpair'd  and  dyM. 

No  more  then  harmlefs  fifli  infnare, 
No  more  fuch  wiles  purfue  ; 

Left,  whilft  you  baits  for  them  prepare. 
Love  finds  out  one  for  you. 


CHLOE        HUNTING. 

*f  T  TH ILST  thoufands  court  fair  Chloe'sIovc, 

^  ^        She  fears  the  dangVous  joy, 
But,  Cynthia  like,  frequents  the  grove. 
As  lovely,  and  as  coy. 

With  the  (kme  fpeed  (he  feeks  the  hind, 

Or  hunts  the  flying  hare. 
She  leaves  purfuing  fwains  behind. 

To  languifli  and  delpair. 


Oh 
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Oh  ft  range  caprice  in  thy  dear  breaft^ 
Whence  firft  this  whim  began  | 

To  follow  thus  each  worthlefs  beaft. 
And  fhun  their  fovereign  man! 

Confider,  Fair,  what  'tis  you  do. 

How  thus  they  both  muft  die. 

Not  furer  they,  when  you  purfue, 
Than  we  whene'er  you  fly. 


o  N 


LUCINDA's     RECOVERY 


FROM     THE     SMALL-POX* 


^"D  K.IG  H  T  Venus  long  with  envious  eyes 
■*^  The  fair  Lucinoa's  charms  had  fecii| 
And  (hall  fhe  ftill,  the  goddefs  cries. 

Thus  dare  to  rival  Beauty's  queen  ? 


She 
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She  fpcke,  and  to  th'  infernal  plains 

With  cruel  hafte  indignant  goes, 
Where  Death,  the  prince  of  terrors,  reigns, 

Amidft  difeafes,  pains,  and  woes. 

To  him  her  pray'rs  (he  thus  applies  : 

0  fole,  in  whom  my  hopes  confide 
To  Waft  my  rival's  potent  eyes. 

And  in  her  fate  all  mortal  pride  ! 

Let  her  but  feel  thy  chilling  dart, 

1  will  forgive,  tremendous  god  ! 
Ev'n   that  which  pierc'd  Adonis'  heart : 

He  hears,  and  gives  th'  affenting  nod. 

Then  calling  forth  a  fierce  Disease, 

Impatient  for  the  beauteous  prey, 
Bids  him  the  lovelicd  fabric  feize. 

The  gods  e'er  form'd  of  human  cky. 

AfTur'd  he  meant  Lucinda's  charms. 

To  her  th'  infeftious  daemon  flies  ; 
Her  neck,  her  cheeks,  her  lips  difarms. 

And  of  their  lightning  robs  her  eyes^ 

t  The 
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The  Cyprian  queen  with  cruel  joy 

Beholds  her  rivars  charms  overthrown, 
Nor  doubts,  like  mortal  Fair,  t'  employ 

Their  ruins  to  augment  her  own. 

From  out  the  fpoils  of  evVy  grace 

The  goddcfs  picks  fome  glorious  prize, 
Tranfplants  the  rofes  from  her  face, 

And  arms  young  Cupids  from  her  eyes. 

Now  Death  (ah  veil  the  mournful  fcene  !) 
Had  in  one  moment  pierc'd  her  heart, 

Had  kinder  Fate  not  ftept  between. 
And  turn'd  afide  th'  uplifted  dart. 

What  frenzy  bids  thy  hand  efTay, 

He  cries,  to  wound  thy  fureft  friend, 

Whofe  beauties  to  thy  realms  each  day 

Such  numerous  crowds  of  viftims  fend  ? 

Are  not  her  eyes,  where-e'er  they  aim. 

As  ihine  own  filent  arrows  fure  ? 
Or  who,  that  once  has  felt  their  flame, 

Dar'd  e'er  indulge  one  hope  of  cure? 

Death, 
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Death,  thus  rcprov'd,  his  hand  reftrains^ 

And  bids  the  dire  di (temper  fly : 
The  cruel  beauty  lives,  and  reigns. 

That  thoufands  may  adore,  atid  die; 


WRITTEK     IN 

MR.  LOCKE'S  ESSAY  ON  HUMAN 
UNDERSTANDING. 

T     ON  G  had  the  mind  of  man  with  curious  art 
**^  Scarch'd  nature's  wond'rous  plan  thro*  ev'ry  part^ 
Mcafur'd  each  trad  of  ocean,  earth,  and  (ky. 
And  numbered  all  the  rolling  orbs  on  high  ; 
Yet  ftill,  fo  learn'd,  herfelf  (he  little  knew, 
Till  Locke's  unerring  pen  the  portrait  drew. 

So  beauteous  Eve  a  while  in  Eden  ftray'd. 
And  all  her  great  Creator's  works  furvey'd  ; 
By  fun,  and  moon,  fhe  knew  to  mark  the  hour, 
She  knew  the  genus  of  each  plant  and  flow'r  -, 

I  She 
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She  knew,  when  fporting  on  the  verdant  lawn> 
The  tender  lambkin  and  the  nimble  fawn ; 
But  ftill  a  ftranger  to  her  own  bright  face, 
She  guefs'd  not  at  its  form,  nor  what  ihe  was  ; 
Till  led  at  length  to  fome  clear  fountain's  fide. 
She  vicw'd  her  beauties  in  the  cryftal  tide  ; 
The  fhining  mirror  all  her  charms  difplays. 
And  her  eyes  catch  their  own  rebounded  rays. 


WRITTEN     tN     A 

LADY'S  VOLUME  OF  TRAGEDIES. 

O  I N  C  E  thou,  relentlefs  m^id,  canft  daily  hear 
^^   'Thy  flave's  complaints  without  one  figh  or  tear. 
Why  beats  thy  breaft,  or  thy  bright  eyes  o'erflow^ 
At  thefe  imaginary  fcenes  of  woe  ? 
Rather  teach  thefe  to  weep  and  that  to  heave, 
At  real  pains  themfelves  to  thoufands  give  j 
And  if  fuch  pity  to  feigned  love  is  due, 
Confider  how  much  more  you  owe  to  true* 

CUPID 
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C  UP  ID    RELIEVED* 

A'  S  oxKc  young  Cupid  went  aftray 
•^^    The  little  god  I  found  5 
I  took  his  bow  and  (hafts  away, 

And  faft  his  pinions  bound. 

At  Chloe's  feet  my  fpoils  I  caft. 

My  conqueft  proud  to  (how; 
She  faw  his  god(hip  fetter'd  faft, 

And  fmil'd  to  fee  him  fo. 

But  ah  \  that  fmile  fuch  fre(h  fupplies 

Of  arms  refiftlefs  gave  ! 
I'm  forc'd  again  to  yield  my  prize. 

And  fall  again  his  (lave. 


THE 


/^ 
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THE    WAY    TO   BE    WISE. 

IMITATED  FROM  LA  FONTAINE. 

T)  O  O  R  Jenny,  am'rous,  young,  and  gay, 
•*•     Having  by  man  been  led  aftray, 

To  nunn'ry  dark  rctir'd; 
There  liv'd,  and  look'd  fo  like  a  ibaid) 
So  fcldom  eat,  fo  often  pray'd. 

She  was  by  all  admir'd. 

The  lady  Abbess  oft  would  cry. 
If  any  fifter  trod  awry, 

Or  prov'd  an  idle  flattems 
See  wife  and  pious  Mrs.  Jane, 
A  life  fo  ftri^  fo  grave  a  mien. 

Is  fure  a  worthy  pattern. 

A  pert  young  flut  at  length  replies, 
Experience,  madam,  makes  folks  wife^ 

'Tis  that  has  made  her  fuch ; 
And  we,  poor  fouls,  no  doubt  (bpu'd  bo 
As  pious,  and  as  wife,  as  (he. 

If  we  had  feen  as  much* 
VoL.L  M  LUSUS 


lusus  pilie  (amatoriu&)  ex  nive 
'  cOacts;. 


^PSTRONII    AFRANII   BPIGRAMMA. 

Ik  ^E  nive  candenti  petiit  modo  Julia;  rebar 
^^^     Ignc  carere  nivem,  fed  tiinen  ignis  craL 
Quid  nive  frigidius  ?  noftrum  tamen  urere  pedus 

Nix  potuit  manibus,  Julia,  mifla  tuis. 
Quis  locus  infidiis  dabitor  mihi  tutus  amoris, 

Frigore  concrete  fi  latet  ignis  aqua  ? 
Julia,  (bla  potes  ndftras  extinguere  flammas 

Non  nive,  non  glacie,  fed  potes  igne  pari. 


*  The  only  account  diat  could  be  foand>  after  a  diligent 
fearch.  of  the  author  of  this  iiett  and  elegant  perfbrmtnce,  is 
in  Fabricins*8  Bibliotheca  Latina;  where;  Petronios  Afta- 
nios  is  placed,  amongft  maiiy  others,  as  a  writer  of  Epi- 
grams, without  any  notice  taken  of  what  country  he  was,  at 
what  time  he  lived,  without  any  one  circumftance  to  mark 
who  or  what  he  Urts.  iThis  Ej^gram  is  irilbrted  in  the  ap- 
pendix to  the  iiih  edition  of  EpigrammatnmDeledas,  in 
uTum  Scholx  Etonenfis,  printed  at  London  1740,  accom- 
panied by  the  foUowiag  note :  '' Elegans  et  acutnm  Epi- 
gramma  I  me  judice,  ut  at,  in  tenui  materia,  et  a&bre  unde- 
qua^ue  concinnatom  et  omnibus  numeris  abfolutum/'     E. 

THE 
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THE      SNOW-BALL. 

FROM  PETROHIUS  AFRANIV*. 

I 

"ITT  H I T £  as  her  hand ftir  Julia  threw 

^^       Aballoffilverihow; 

The  frozen  globe  fir'd  as  it  flew^ 

My  bdfom  felt  it  glow* 

Strange  powV  of  love!  whofe  great  commaad 

Can  thus  a  fnow-ball  arm  ; 
When  fent)  fiur  Julia,  from  thine  hand) 

Ev'n  ice  itfelf  can  warm. 

How  (hould  we  then  fecure  our  hearts  i 
Love's  pow'r  we  all  muft  feel» 

Who  thus  can,  by  ftrange  magic  art5» 
In  ice  his  flames  conceal. 

'Tis  thoa  alone,  fair  Julia,  knowp 
Canft  quench  my  fierce  defire^ 

But  not  with  water,  ice,  or  ihoW| 
But  with  an  equal  firc« 

Mt 
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TTT  Tana}m  vor  em 

Kou  ToT;  tot'  opi^  fsili 
TUaiiiov®-  x^hiim* 

Koi  lAOfyofov  Tgax^» 
Moifoy  voah  warA  ftf  • 


ANACREON, 
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ANACREON,    Ode  XX. 

A    Rock  on  Phrygian  plains  we  fee 
^  ^  That  once  was  beauteous  Niobk  : 
And  Progne,  too  revengeful  Fair! 
Now  flits  a  wandering  bird  in  air : 
Thus  I  a  looking-glafs  wou'd  be, 
That  you,  dear  maid,  might  gaze  on  me; 
Be  chang'd  to  ftays,  that  ftraitly  lac'd, 
I  might  embrace  thy  flender  waift^ 
A  filver  ftream  Pd  bathe  thee.  Fair, 
Or  (hine  pomatum  on  thy  hair; 
In  a  foft  fable's  tippet's  form 
I'd  kifs  thy  fnowy  bofom  warm ; 
In  fhape  of  pearl  that  bofom  deck, 
And  hang  for  ever  round  thy  neck : 
Pleas'd,  to  be  ought,  that  touches  you, 
Your  glove,  your  garter,  or  your  flioc. 


M3 


A  TRANSK 
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A     TRANSLATION     OF     SOME 

LATIN  VERSES  on  the  CAMERA  OBSCURA. 

rW^  H  E  various  pow'rs  of  blended  (hade,  and  light, 

^      The  Ikilful  Zeuxis  of  the  dulky  night  5 
The  lovely  forms,  chat  paint  the  (howy  plain 
Free  from  the  pencil's  violating  ftain. 
In  tuneful  lines,  harmonious  Phoebus,  fing. 
At  once  of  light  and  verfe  celeftial  king. 

Divine  Apollo!  let  thy  facred  fire 
Thy  youthful  bard's  unikilful  breaft  infpire, 
Lilce  the  £ur  empty  (heet  he  hangs  to  view. 
Void,  and  unfumifh'd,  till  infpir'd  by  you ; 
O  let  one  beam,  one  kindenlightning  ray 
At  once  upon  his  mind  and  paper  play  ! 
Hence  fhall  his  breaft  with  bright  ideas  glow. 
Hence  numerous  forms  the  filver  field  (hall  ftrew. 

But  now  the  mufe's  ufeful  precepts  view. 
And  with  juft  care  the  pleafing  work  purfue. 

Firft 
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Firft  chufe  a  windovr  that  convenieat  Utt^ 
And  to  the  north  cHre£b  the  wand'riag  eyes; 
Dark  be  the  room,  let  not  a  ftraggling  ray 
Intrude,  to  chafe  the  fhadowj  forms  away, 
Except  one  bright,  refulgent  blaze,  convey'd 
Thro'  a  ftrait  paflage  in  the  (butter  made. 
In  which  th'  ingenious  artift  firft  muft  place 
A  little,  convex,  round,  transparent  glafi, 
And  juft  behind  th'  extended  paper  lay, 
On  which  his  art  (ball  all  its  pow'r  difplay : 
There  rays  refleSed  from  all  parts  (ball  meet. 
And  paint  their  dbjeds  on  the  filver  (beet  i 
A  thoufand  forms  (ball  in  a  moment  rife. 
And  magic  landfcapes  charm  our  wand'ring  eyes; 
'Tis  thus  from  ev'ry  objed  that  we  view. 
If  Epicurus'  do£lrine  teaches  true, 
The  fubtile  parts  upon  our  organs  play, 
And  to  our  minds  th'  external  forms  convey. 

But  from  what  caufes  all  the(e  wonders  flow, 
'Tis  not  permitted  idle  bards  to  know. 
How  thro'  the  centre  of  the  convex  glafs 
The  piercing  rays  together  twifted  pafs, 

M4  Or 
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Or  why  rcvcrsM  the  lovely  fcenes  appear. 
Or  why  the  (un's  approaching  light  they  feari 
Let  grave  philofephers  the  caufe  enquire^ 
Enough  for  us  to  fee,  and  to  admire* 

See  then  what  forms  with  various  colours  (lain 
The  painted  fiirface  of  the  paper  plain  ! 
Now  bright  and  gay,  as  (bines  the  heav'nly  bow^ 
So  late,  a  Mride  unpeopled  wafte  of  fnow : 
Here  verdant  groves,  there  golden  crops  of  corn 
The  new  uncultivated  fields  adorn ; 
Here  gardens  deckt  with  flow'rs  of  various  dyes. 
There  flcnder  tqW'rs,  and  little  cities  rife: 
But  all  with  tops  inverted  downward  bend. 
Earth  mounts  aloft,  and  (kies  and  clouds  delcend : 
Thus  the  wife  vulgar  on  a  pendent  land 
Imagine  our  antipodes  to  ftand. 
And  wonder  much,  bow  they  fecurcly  go. 
And  not  fall  headlong  on  the  heav'ns  below. 

The  charms  of  motion  here  exalt  each  part 
Above  the  reach  of  great  Afblles^  art; 

.     Zephyn 
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Zephyrs  the  waving  harveft  gently  blow. 
The  waters  cur],  and  brooks  inceflant  flow  % 
Men,  beads,  and  biicis  in  h\r  confufton  ftray^ 
Some  rife  to  fight,  whilft  others  pafs  away* 

On  all  we  feize  that  comes  within  our  reach. 
The  rolling  coach  we  flop,  the  horfeman  catch  | 
Compel  the  polling  traveller  to  flay  s 
But  the  fhort  vifit  caufes  no  delay. 

Again,  behold  what  lovely  profpeAs  rife! 
Now  with  the  lov^liefl  feafl  your  longing  eyes. 
Nor  let  flri£l  modefly  be  here  afiraid. 
To  view  upon  her  head  a  beauteous  maid : 
See  in  fmall  folds  her  waving  garments  flow, 
And  all  her  flender  limbs  flill  flendVer  grow ;, 
Contra£led  in  one  little  orb  is  found 
The  fpacfous  hoop,  once  five  vafl  ells  around  ; 
But  think  not  to  embrace  the  flying  Fair, 
Soon  will  fhe  quit  your  arms  unfecn  as  air. 
In  this  refembling  too  a  tender  maid. 
Coy  to  the  lover's  touch,  and  of  his  hand  afraid. 

Enough 
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Tmmgh  w*  hare  feen^  now  let  th'  intruding  daj 
Cbafe  aD  the  Iprely  magic  fcenes  away ; 
Again  tk*  impeopkd  Ihowy  wafte  returns. 
And  the  lone  jilain  its  faded  glories  mourns. 
The  bright  creation  in  a  moment  flies. 
And  aB  the  pigmy  generadon  dies. 

Thvs^  when  ftill  night  her  gloomy  mantle  fpreads9 
The  fairies  dance  around  the  flow'ry  meads ! 
Bnt  when  the  day  returns,  they  wing  their  flight 
To  diilant  lands,  and  (hun  th'  unwelcome  light. 


THE    TEMPLE    OF    VENUS. 

IN  her  own  ifle's  remoteft  grove 
Stands  Venus'  lovely  (hrine. 
Sacred  tobeauty,  joy,  and  love^ 

And  built  by  hands  divine. 

The  pbli(h'd  ffrufiure,  &ir  and  bright 

As  her  own  ivory  fkin. 
Without  b  alabafter  white. 

And  ruby  all  within. 

Above, 
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Above,  a  cupola  charms  the  view,  , 

White  as  unfully'd  fnow  ; 
Two  columns  of  the  (ame  fair  hue 

Support  the  dome  below. 

Its  walls  a  trickling  fountain  laves, 

In  which  (uch  virtue  reigns. 
That,  bath'd  in  its  balfamic  waves^ 

No  lover  feels  his  pains. 

Before  th'  unfolding  gates  there  fpreads 

A  fragrant  fpicy  grove. 
That  with  iu  curling  branches  (hades 

The  labyrinths  of  Love. 

Bright  Beauty  here  her  captives  holds. 

Who  kifs  their  eafy  chains. 
And  in  fofteft  clofeft  folds 

Her  willing  flaves  detains. 

Wouldft  thou,  who  ne'er  thefe  feas  haft  tryM, 

Find  where  this  ifland  lies, 
Let  pilot  Love  the  rudder  guide, 

And  fteer  by  Chlob's  eyes. 

On 
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Parson. 
Why  fit'ft  thou  Aus,  forlorn  and  dull,  my  friend^ 
Now  war's  rapacious  reign  is  at  an  end  i 
Hark,  how  the  diftant  bells  infpire  delight ! 
See  bonfires  fpangle  o'er  the  veil  of  night ! 

*S  QJU  I  R  E. 
What's  peace,  alas  I  in  foreign  parts  to  me  f 
At  home,  nor  peace  nor  plenty  can  I  (ee  ; 
Joylefs  I  hear  drums,  bells,  and  fiddles  found, 
*Tis  all  the  fame— Four  fhillings  in  the  pound. 
My  wheels,  tho*  old,  are  clogg'd  with  a  new  tax  ; 
My  oaks,  tho'  young,  mufl  groan  beneath  the  axe : 
My  barns  are  half  unthatch'd,  untilM  my  houfe, 
Lofl  by  this  fatal  ficknefs  all  my  cows  : 
See  there's  the  bill  my  late  damn'd  law-fuit  cofl ! 
Long  as  the  land  contended  for,— and  lofl : 
Ev'n  Ormond's  head  I  can  frequent  no  more, 
So  (hort  my  pocket  is,  fo  long  the  fcore  ; 
At  (bops  all  round  I  owe  for  fifty  things.— « 
This  comes  of  fetching  Hanoverian  kings. 

t  P  A  R  s  o  K. 
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Parson. 
I  muft  confefs  die  times  are  bad  tndeed) 
No  wonder ;   when  we  fcarce  believe  our  creed ; 
When  purblind  Rea(bn*s  deem'd  the  fureft  guides 
And  heav'n-born  Faith  at  her  tribunal  try*d  ; 
When  all  church-powV  is  thought  to  make  men  dzvcs^ 
SaintSy  martyrs,  fathers,  all  calPd  fools  and  knaves. 

*S  Q^U  I  R  E. 
Come,  preach  no  more,  but  drinic,  and  hold  your 
tongue : 
Vm  fbr  the  church  :— -but  think  die  parfons  wrongs 


Parsok. 
See  there  !  free-thinking  now  fo  rank  is  grown. 
It  fpreads  infe£tion  thro'  each  country  town  ; 
Deiftic  feoffs  fly  round  at  rural  boards, 
'Squires,  and  their  tenants  too,  pro£uie  as  lords^ 
Vent  impious  jokes  on  every  facred  thing. 


*S  <^u  I  a  B. 


Come  drink  ;- 


Parson. 
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Parson. 
i— Here's  to  yoa  then,  to  church  and  king. 

*S  qjJ  IK  t. 
Here's   church  and   king;  I  hate   the   glafs  ihou'd 
(land, 
Tho*  one  takes  tythes,  and  t'other  taxes  land. 

Parson. 
Heav'n  with  new  plagues  will  fcourge  this  finfiih 
naiion, 
Unlefs  you  foon  repeal  the  toleration, 
And  to  the  church  redore  the  convocation. 

^Sqjjik  t. 
Plagues  we  (houM  feel  fufficient,  on  my  word, 
Starv'd  by  two  houfes,  prieft-rid  by  a  third. 
For  better  days  we  lately  had  a  Chance, 
liaJ  not  the  honeft  Plaids  been  trick'd  by  France. 

Parson. 
Is  not  mod  gracious  George  our  faith's  defender? 
You  love  the  church,  yet  wilh  for  the  Pretender  F 

'S  <^u  1  R  E. 
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PfefermenVl  fiippole^  if  what  you  m^att ; 
Tiihi  Whig,  and  jou,  perhaps,  may  be  a  dean : 
But  you  muft  firft  learn  how  to  treat  your  betters* 
What's  here  I  Aire  fome  ftrange  newsi  a  boy  with 

letters; 
Oh,  ho !  here's  one,  I  fce^  ^rom  parfim  Stv : 
^  My  rev'rend  neighbour  SqjJAB  being  like  to  die ; 
*<  I  hope^  if  Heaven  Ihould  pleaTe  to  take  him  hence^ 
<<  To  aik  the  living  would  be  no  offence.^. 


P  A  ft  S  O  Kt 

Have  you  not  fwore,  that  I  ihould  Sqv ab  fucceed  i 
Think  how  for  diis  I  taught  your  Ions  to  readf 
How  oft  diicover'd  puft  on  new-plowed  hnd, 
How  oft  fupported  you  widi  friendly  hand ; 
When  I  cott'd  (carcely  go^  nor  cou'd  your  worfliip 
fbuuU 


I 


'Twas  youtfi  had  you  been  hooeft,  wifi^  or  civili 
Now  ev'n  go  coun  the  biOiopSi  or  dif  devil* 
VoL.L  N  Pa  ft  son. 
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Pars  OK. 
If  I  meant  my  diii^  now  let  mc  diei 
I'm  blunt,  and  cannot  fiiwn  and  cant^  not  I, 
Like  diat  old  PreCbyterian  rafcal  Sly. 
I  «m»  70U  know,  a  right  true-hearted  Tory^ 
Love  a  good  glafs,  a  merry  fong,  or  ftory. 

*S  <^u  1 11  E. 
Thou  art  an  honeft  dog,  that's  truth,  indeed—^ 
Talk  no  more  nonfenie  then  about  the  creed. 
I  can't,  I  think,  deny  thy  firft  requeft ; 
'Tis  thine  s  but  firft  a  bumper  to  the  beft. 


i 


Parson. 

Moft  noble  'Squire,  more  gem'rous  than  your  wine^ 
I^w  pleafing's  the  condition  you  affign  7 
Qive  me  the  fparkling  glafs,  and  here,  d'ye  fee, 
\f  ith  joy  I  drink  it  on  my  bended  knee  :— 
Great  queen !   who  govemeft  this  earthly  ball. 
And  mak'ft  bodi  kings  and  kingdoms  rife  and  hll ; 
Whofe  wond'rous  pow'r  in  fecret  all  things  rules. 
Makes  fools  of  mighty  pcers^  and  peers  of  fools  i 

Difperibc 
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tiifpenfcs  mitres,  coronets,  and  ftars ; 
Involves  far  diftant  realms  in  bloqdj  wars, 
Then  bids  wars  fnaky  trefles  ceafe  to  hifs, 
And  gives  them  peace  agaih-^*  nay  gave  us  this : 
Whofe  health  does  health  to. all  mankind  impar^ 
Here's  to  thy  much-lov'd  health : 

'S  q^u IRC,  rubbing  bis  bands. 

■    ■     With  all  my  hearts 


^  Madam  de  Pompadour. 


^^ 


N  2 


GIVEN 
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GIVEN   TO    A    LADY 

WITH  A  WATCH   WHICH  SHE  BORROWED  TO  BANC 
AT  HER  bed's  HEAD. 


-¥Tr  HILST  half  afflccpmy  Chloe  Ucs, 

^^     And  sdlberfofteft  thoughts  arife; 
Whilft,  tyrant  Honoor  lay*d  at  s eft. 
Love  fleals  to  her  unguarded  breaft ; 
Then  whifper  lo  the  yielding  Fair, 
Thou  witneft  to  the  pains  I  bear. 
How  oft  her  flave  with  open  eyes^ 
AB  the  long  night  deijpoiring  lies  i 
Impatient  till  the  rofy  day 
Shan  once  again  its  beams  diTpIayj 
And  widi  it  he  again  may  riTe, 
To  greet  with  joy  her  dawning  eyes* 
Tell  her  as  all  thy  modons  ftand, 
Unleft  recruited  by  her  hEnd, 
So  (hall  my  hk  forget  to  move; 
Unleft  each  day,  die  Fair  I  love 


Shaa 
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Shall  new  repjeated  vigour  give 

With  fmiles^  and  make  me  iit  to  live. 

Tell  her,  when  far  from  her  I  ftray^ 

How  oft  I  chide  thy  flow  delay ; 

But  when  beneath  her  fmiles  I  livCy 

Bleft  with  all  joys  the  Gods  can  give» 

How  often  I  reprove  thy  hafte. 

And  think  each  precious  moment  flies  too  hit* 


N3 
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6ELPHEG0R, 
A     FABLE, 


FROM     MACHIAVEt. 


>  Fugit  indi^nata/ut  umbras^ 


VlRC. 

^X^  H*  infernal  monarch  once,  as  ftorics  tell, 

*     Review'd  his  fubje^b  from  all  parts  of  hell  j 
Around  his  throne  unnumbered  millions  wait. 
He  fcarce  believM  his  empire  was  fo  great; 
Still  as  each  pafs'd,  he  adc'd  with  friendly  care 
What  crime  had  caus'd  their  fidi,  and  brought  then) 

there : 
Scarce  one  he  queftion*d,  but  repl/d  the  fame. 
And  on  the  marriage  noofe  lay'd  all  the  blame  5 
Thence  cv'ry  fatal  error  of  their  lives 
They  all  deduce,  and  all  accufe  their  wives. 
Then  to  his  peers,  and  potentates  around, 
Thus  Satan  fpoke^  hell  trembled  with  the  found. 

My 
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My  friends,  what  rift  advantages  would  flow 
To  thefe  our  realms  ?  cou'd  we  but  fully  know 
The  form  and  nature  of  thefe  marriage  chains. 
That  fend  fuch  crouds  to  our  infernal  plains  |    . 
Let  fome  bold  patriot  then,  who  dares  to  (how 
His  genVous  love  to  this  our  ftate  below. 
For  his  dear  country's  good  the  taik  eflayy 
And  animate  awhile  ibme  human  clay  $ 
Ten  years  in  marriage  bonds  he  (hall  remain, 
Enjoy  its  pleafurts,  and  endure  its  pain, 
Then  to  his  friends  returned,  "with  truth  relate 
The  nature  of  the  matrimonial  ftate. 

He  fpoke ;  the  lift'ning  crowds  his  fcheme  approved : 
But  who  fo  much  his  prince,  or  country  lov'd, 
As  thus,  with  fearlcfs  beart,  to  undertake 
This  hymeneal  trial,  for  their  fake  ? 

At  length  with  one  cohfent  they  all  propo(e> 
That  fortune  (hall  by  lot  the  ta(k  impofe  ; 
The  dreaded  chance  on  bold  Eblphigor  fell. 
Sighing  h'  obeyed,  and  took  his  leave  of  hell. 

Firft  in  fair  Florence  he  was  pleasM  to  fix^ 
Bought  a  large  houie,  fine  plate,  a  coach  and  fix  ^ 

N  4  Drefs'd 
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Drds'd  rich  and  g»7»  pla/d  bigfiy  dr^uik  htrd|  and 

wlior'd, 
And  liv'd  m  fliort  in  aD  things  like  a  lord : 
His  feafts  were  plenteous,  and  his  wines  were  ftrong^ 
So  poetSi  priefls,  and  pimps  his  table  throngy 
Bring  dedicationst  fermons,  whores^  and  phijrsi 
The  devi  w^  ne*er  b  flatterM  in  his  days : 
The  ladies  too  were  kind,  each  tender  dame 
Sigh'd,  when  (he  mentioned  Roo£&igo's  name  ; 
For  (o  he's  call'd :  riph,  young,  and  debonnsMi:, 
He  reigns-  fole  monarch  of  the  longmg  fiur ; 
No  daughter,  furc,of  Eve  cou*d  e'er  elcape 
Tlie  devi,  when  doath'd  in  fiich  a  tempting  flnpe* 

One  nymph  at  length,  fiiperior  to  the  refi^ 
Cay,  beautifii},  apd  yopng,  infpir'd  his  breaft ; 
Soft  looks  and  fighs  his  pafSon  foon  betray'd. 
Awhile  be  woos,  thep  weds  the  lovely  maid. 
I  (hall  not  now,  tp  gnicp  iny  tale,  rebte. 
What  feafts,  what  balls,  what  drefles,  pomp  and  date, 
AdornM  their  nuptial  day,  left  it  (hoi('d  feem 
As  tedious  to  thp  rpadpr,  as  to  hiipi 

Who 
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Who  big  with  eq>e£lati<m  of  delight^ 
Impatient  waited  for  the  happy  night; 
The  happy  night  is  come,  his  longing  arms 
Preis  clofe  the  jrielding  maid  in  all  her  charms^ 
Hie  yielding  maid^  who  now  no  longer  coy 
With  equal  ardour  loves,  and  gives  a  loofe  to  jof  : 
DifTolv'd  in  blifs  more  exquifite  than  all 
He  e*er  had  felt  in  Heav'n,  before  his  fall. 
With  rapture  clinging  to  his  lovely  bride, 
In  murmurs  to  bimielf  Bjelphbgor  cry*d, 
Are  thefe  the  marriage  chains  i  are  thefe  my  fears  F 
Oh  had  my  te;),  but  been  ten  tbouland  years  I 
But  ah  thefe  happy  moments  laft  not  long ! 
For  in  one  month  his  wife  has  found  her  tongue^ 
All  thoughts  pf4ove  and  tendernefs  are  loil^ 
Their  only  aim  is,  who  ikill  fquander  moft  ; 
3he  dreams  of  nothing  now  but  being  fine, 
Whilft  he  is  ever  guzzling  nafty  wine ; 
She  longs  for  jewels,  equipage,  and  plate, 
And  he,  fad  mai) !  flays  out  fo  very  late! 
Hence  ev'ry  day  domeflic  wars  are  bred, 
A  truce  is  hardly  kept,  while  they're  abed; 

They 
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They  wrangle  all  dajr  long,  and  dien  aC  nighf^ 
Like  wooing  cats,  at  once  they  love  and  fight. 

His  riches  too  are  with  his  quiet  flown. 
And  they  once  fpent,  tH  friends  on  courfe  are  gone  i 
The  film  defign'd  bis  whole  ten  years  to  Utty 
Is  all  confum'd  before  the  firft  is  paft: 
Where  {halt  he  hide?  ah  whither  muft  he  fly  T 
Legions  of  duns  abroad  in  ambufh  lie. 
For  fear  of  them^  no  more  he  dares  to  roanr. 
And  the  word  dun  of  all,  his  wife's  at  home. 

Quite  tir'd  at  length,  with  fiich  a  wretched  lifr. 
He  flies  one  night  at  once  from  debts,  and  wife; 
But  ere  the  morning  dawn  his  flight  is  known ; 
And  crowds  purfuc  him  clofe  from  town  to  town : 
He  quits  the  {lubHc  road,  and  wand'ring  ftrays 
Thro'  unfrequented  woods,  and  pathlefs  ways  ; 
At  laft  with  joy  a  little  farm  he  fees. 
Where  liv'd  a  good  old  man,  in  health  and  eafe; 
Matthew  his  name :  to  him  Belphegor  goes. 
And  begs  protcdion  from  purfuing  foes. 
With  tears  relates  his  melancholy  cafe. 
Tells  him  from  whence  he  came,  and  who  he  was, 

AnJ 
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And  vows  to  pay  for  His  reception  well, 
When  next  he  (hoa'd  receive  his  rents  from  hell : 
The  farmer  hears  his  tale  with  pitying  ear. 
And  bids  him  live  in  peace,  and  fafety  there; 
Awhile. he  did  -,  no  duns,  no  noife,  or  flrife, 
pifturb'd  him  there  j--»for  Matt  had  ne'er  a  wife. 
But  ere  few  weeks  in  this  retreat  are  paft 
Matt  too  himfelf  becomes  a  dun  at  lad  i 

Demands  his  promis'd  pay  with  heat  and  rage. 

Till  thus  Belphecor's  words  his  wrath  affWagc. 
My  friend,  we  dev'ls,  like  Englifli  peers,  he  cry  «' 

Tho*  free  from  law,  are  yet  by  honour  ty'd ; 

Tho'  tradcfmen's  cheating  bills  I  fcorn  to  view, 

I  pay  all  debts  that  are  by  honour  due  ; 

And  therefore  have  contriv'd  long  fmce  a  way. 

Beyond  all  hopes  thy  kindnefs  to  repay ; 

We  fubtile  fpirits  can,  you  know,  with  cafe 

Pofiefs  whatever  human  breads  we  pleafe. 

With  fudden  frenzy  can  o*ercaft  the  mind, 

Pet  paflions  loofe,  and  captive  reafon  bind : 

Thus  I  three  mortal  bofoms  will  infeft, 

yVnd  force  them  to  apply  to  you  for  refl  5 

Vaft 
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Vaft  (urns  for  cure  they  wfllingly  dull  pay. 
Thrice,  and  but  thrice,  your  pow'r  I  will  obey. 

He  ipoke,  then  fled  unleen,  like  nifhing  wind> 
And  breathlefs  left  his  mortal  frame  behind : 
The  corps  is  quickly  known,  and  news  is  Tpread 
That  RoDERiGo's  in  the  defert  dead;  , 
His  wife  in  fafliionable  grief  appears^ 
Sighs  for  one  day,  then  mourns  two  tedious  years. 

A  beauteous  maid,  who  then  in  Flor£kc£  dwelt. 
In  a  fhort  time  unufual  (ymptoms  felt; 
Pbyficians  came,  prefcrib'd,  then  took  their  fees. 
But  none  could  find  the  caufe  of  her  difeaie  ; 
Her  parents  thought  'twas  love  difturb'd  her  reff. 
But  all  the  learn'd  agreed  (he  was  pofleft  i 
In  vain  the  doctors  all  their  art  apply'd. 
In  vain  die  priefts  their  holy  trunfp'ry  try'd ; 
No  pray*rs  nor  medicines  couM  the  daemon  tame; 
Till  Matthew  heard  the  news,  and  haft'm'ng  came  t 
He  aflcs  five  hundred  pounds;  the  money's  pay*d  ; 
He  forms  the  magic  fi>ell,  then  cures  the  maid : 
Hence  chas'd,  the  dev'l  to  two  rich  houfes  flie$» 
And  makes  their  heirs  fucceiEvely  his  prize, 

Whp 
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Who  both  by  Matthew's  fldll  relieved  from  pains. 
Reward  his  wondVous  art  with  wond'rous  gains. 

And  now  Belphbgor,  having  thrice  obeyM, 
With  reafon  thinks  his  hoft  is  fully  payM ; 
Next  free  to  range,  to  Gallia's  king  he  flies. 
As  dev'is  ambitious  ever  love  to  rife ; 
Black  hideous  Icenes  diftra^l  his  royal  mind. 
From  all  he  feeks  relief,  but  none  can  find. 
And  vows  vaft  treafures  (hall  bis  art  repay. 
Whoe'er  can  chafe  the  ftrange  difeafe  away  : 
At  length,  inftruded  by  the  voice  of  fame, 
To  Matthew  fends  i  poor  Matt  relufiant  came ; 
He  knew  his  pow'r  expir'd,  rcfiis'd  to  try,    • 
But  all  excufes  fiul'd,  he  muft,  or  die ; 
At  laft  defpairing  he  the  taik  efiay'd,      '^^ 
Approach'd  the  monarch's  ear,  and  whUp^rfAg  faid. 

Since  force,  not  choice,  has  bxougb^  thy  iervant 
here. 
Once  more,  Belphegor,  my  petition  hear. 
This  once  at  my  requeft,  thy  poft  refign. 
And  (ave  my  life,  as  once  f  refcu'd  thine. 

Cruel 
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Cruel  Belphegor,  deaf  to  his  rcqucft, 
DiAiainM  his  pray'rs,  and  made  his  woes  a  jefl  i 
With  tears  and  fighs  he  bcg*d,  and  beg'd  again^ 
Still  the  ungrateful  fiend  but  mock'd  his  pain ; 
Then  turning  round  he  told  th*  cxpcfling  courts 
This  dev'l  was  of  a  moft  malignant  fort; 
And  that  he  could  but  make  one  trial  more. 
And  if  that  fail'd,  he  then  muft  give  him  o'er : 
Then  placing  num'rous  drums,  and  trumpets  round^ 
Inftru6led  when  he  movM  his  hand  to  found. 
He  whif|>er'd  in  his  patient's  ear  again, 
Belphegor  anfwer'd,  all  his  arts  were  vain : 
He  gives  the  fign,  they  found  ;  th'  outrageous  dia 
Startles  the  king,  and  frights  the  dev'l  within  ; 
He  aflcs  what  'tis,  and  vows  that  in  his  life 
He  ne'er  had  heard  the  like — except  his  wife ; 
By  Hcav'n's,  'tis    (he,   Matt   cries,   you'd   beft   he 

gene. 
She  comes  once  more  to  feize  you  for  hfcr  own  ; 
Belphegor  frighted,  not  one  word  replies. 
But  to  th'  infernal  {hades  for  refuge  flies  ; 

7  "there 


C    «9«    J 
There  paints  a  dreadfut  fketch  of  marry'd  lives, 
And  feeling^  confirrtts  the  charge  on  Wi¥es : 
Matthew  o'erpay'd  with  honours,  fame,  and  fees. 
Returns  to  bleft  obfcurity,  and  eafe. 
With  joy  triumphant  lo  P«aii  fings. 
And  vows  to  deal  no  more  with  dev'Is  or  kings. 


^ 


r  »9*  J 

LIB.  III.    CARMEN  IX. 
DIALOOUS  HORATII  ET  LYDIA 

H  O  R  A  T. 

T^  O  N  £  C  gratus  enon  tibi, 

^^  Nee  quifquam  potior  bracUa  caodldae 

Cervici  juvenis  dabat^ 

Pcrfamm  vigui  Rcge  bcador* 


Lirof  A« 
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A       DIALOGUE 

Between  the  Right  Hon.  HENRY  PELHAMahd 
Madam  POPULARITY*. 

IN  IMITATrON  OF  HORACE,  BOOK  III.  ODE  IX. 

H.   Pelham. 
!•  *T  T  THILST  I  was  pleafing  in  your  eyes, 

^  ^       And  you  was  conftant,  chafte,  and  wifej 
Ere  yet  you  had  your  favours  granted 
To  ev'ry  knave  or  fool  who  canted, 
In  peaceful  joy  I  pais*d  each  hour. 
Nor  envy'd  Walpole's  wealth  and  pow'r* 


*  From  the  commencement  of  the  Spaniih  war  in  I739» 
to  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  figned  Oflober  7,  1748^ 
the  land-tax  was  raifed  from  two  (hillings  to  four  (hillings. 
In  1 749  it  was  lowered  to  three  (hillings,  at  which  rate  it 
was  continued  till  1752,  when  Mr.  Pelham,  at  that  time 
the  minifter,  reduced  it  to  two  (hillings,  at  which  rate  it 
continued  till  the  time  of  his  death  in  1754.  This  was  one, 
amongft  others,  of  thofe  popular  meafures  which  gilded  the 
evening  of  this  minider's  life,  and  rendered  his  death  an 
obje6l  of  public  lamentation.  To  this  event  we  owe  this 
happy  imitation,  wrote  foon  after  th?  Land-tax  Aft  of  thac 
year  pa(rcd.        £. 

Vol.  I.  O  Madam 
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L  Y  D  I  A. 

Donee  non  alia  magis 

Arfifti,  ncque  crat  Lydia  port  Qjlocn, 

Multi  Lydia  nominis 

Romana  vigui  clarior  Ilia. 

HOR  AT. 

Me  tunc  Thrcfla  Chloe  regit, 
Dulces  do£b  modos,  &  citharas  fciens  | 
J*ro  qua  non  mctuam  mori, 
Si  parcant  animx  fata  fuperfliti. 

Lydia. 
Me  torrct  face  mutud 
Thuripi  Calais  filius  Oniithi  5 


Pra 
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Madam  Popularity. 
2.  While  I  poflefsM  your  love  alone. 
My  heart  and  voice  were  all  your  own  ; 
But  on  my  foul  'twou'd  vex  a  (aint, 
When  I've  moft  reafon  for  complaint, 
To  hear  you  thus  begin  to  fcold : 
Think  on  Britannia  1  proud  and  old ! 
Are  not  her  interells  all  your  theme. 
Your  daily  labour,  nightly  dream  ? 

*  H.  Pelham. 

S-  My  juft  regard  I  can't  deny 
For  her  and  her  profperity ; 
Nor  am  afham'd  it  is  fo  great. 
That,  to  deliver  her  from  debt^ 
From  foreign  wars  and  civil  ftrife, 
I'd  freely  facrifice  my  life. 


Madam  Popularity. 
4*  To  her  your  warmeft  vows  are  plighted. 
For  her  I  ev'ry  day  am  flighted  j 


Her 
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Pro  quo  bis  patiar  mori. 

Si  parcant  puerofata  fuperftiti# 


H  O  R  A  T. 

Quod  fi  prifca  redit  Venus, 
Didadtcfque  jugo  cogit  aeneo : 
Si  ilava  excutitur  Chloe, 
EjeSacque  patet  janua  Lydiae  ? 

Lydia, 

Quanquam  fidere  pulchrior 

Ille  eft ;  tu  levior  cortice,  &  improbo 

Iracundior  Adria : 

Tecum  viwe  atne0i>  tecum  obeam  libens^ 
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Her  welfare  always  is  preferred. 
And  my  n^gledlcd  voipe  unheard: 
Examples  numerous  I  cou'd  mention, 
A  peace  !  bad  as  the  old  convention  ; 
Money  reduc'd  to  three  per  cent^ 
No  pity  on  the  poor  who  lent ; 
Armies  that  muft  for  ever  ftand. 
And  flill  three  (hillings  laid  on  land. 

H.  P  £  L  H  A  M. 

5.  Suppofe  now,  Madam,  I  was  willing 
For  once  to  bate  this  grievous  {hilling, 
To  humour  you— I  know  'tis  wrongy 
But  you  have  fuch  a  curfed  tongue. 

Madam  Popularity. 

6.  Why  then,  tho'  rough  as  winds  or  feat, 
You  fcorn  all  little  arts  to  pleafe. 

Yet  thou  art  honcft,  faith,  and  I 
With  thee  alone  will  live  and  die. 


03 


A  SIMILE. 
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SIMILE. 


^ORINNA,  IB  the  country  bred, 
^^  Harbour'd  ftrange  notions  in  her  head. 
Notions  in  town  quite  out  of  feihion ; 
Such  as  that  love's  a  dangerous  paffidn, 
That  virtue  is  the  maiden's  jewel. 
And  to  be  fafe,  (he  muft  be  cruel. 

Thus  armM  Ihe'ad  long  fecur'd  her  honour 
From  ail  aflaults  yet  made  upon  her. 
Had  fcratch'd  th*  impetuous  Captain's  hand. 
Had  torn  the  Lawyer's  gown  and  band, 
And  gold  refus'd  from  Knights  and  Squires 
To  bribe  her  to  her  own  defires : 
For,  to  fey  truth,  (he  thought  it  hard. 
To  be  of  p^eafures  thus  debarr'd, 
She  faw  hy  otiiers  freely  tafted. 
So  poute J,  pia' J,  grew  pale,  and  wafted : 
Yet,  notwi:h(la'.ding  her  condition, 
Coatinu'd  firm  in  oppofition* 


At 
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At  length  a  troop  of  horfe  came  down^ 
And  quartered  in  a  neighboring  town  ; 
The  Cornet  he  was  tall  and  young. 
And  had  a  mod  bewitching  tongue. 
They  faw  and lik'd :  the  fiege  begun; 
Each  hour  he  fome  advantage  won. 
He  ogled  firfti — fh^  turn'd  away;— 
But  met  his  eyes  the  following  day  : 
Then  her  relu£{ant  hand  he  fcizes. 
That  foon  flie  gives  him,  when  he  pkafcs : 
Her  ruby  lips  he  next  attacks  :«-«> 
She  ftruggles ;-— in  a  while  ihe  (macks : 
Her  fnowy  bread  he  then  invades  ;-— 
That  yields  too  after  fomc  parades  i 
And  of  that  fortrefs  once  poffeft, 
He  quickly  mafters  all  the  reft. 
No  longer  now,  a  dupe  to  fame. 
She  fmothers  or  refifts  her  flame. 
But  loves  without  or  fear  or  (hamc* 

So  have  I  feen  the  Tory  race 
Long  in  the  pouts  for  want  of  place, 

O  4  Ncvei 
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Never  in  humour,  never  well, 
Wifhing  for  what  they  dar'd  not  tell. 
Their  heads  with  country-notions  fraught, 
Notions  in  town  not  worth  a  groat, 
Thcfe  tenets  all  relucSant  quit. 
And  (lep  by  (lep  at  lad  fubmit 
To  reafon,  eloquence,  and  Pitt« 

At  firft  to  Hanover  a  Plum 
Was  fent ; — They  faid — A  trivial  fum, 
But  if  he  went  one  tittle  further, 
They  vowM  and  fwore  they'd  cry  out  murder  j 
Ere  long  a  larger  fum  is  wanted ; 
They  pifliM  and  frown'd — but  ftill  they  granted  : 
He  pufh'd  for  more,  arid  more  agen— 
Wen— Money's  better  fent,  than  Men : 
Here  virtue  made  another  ftand.-r- 
No — not  a  man  (hall  leave  the  land. 
What  ?-^not  one  regiment  to  Embden  ? 
They  ftart — but  now  they're  fairly  hem'd  in  ; 
Thcfe  foon,  and  many  more  are  fent  ;— 
They're  fdcn:— Silence  gives  confent. 

Our 


Our  troops,  they  now  can  plainly  fee| 
May  Britain  guard  in  Germany : 
Hanoverians,  Heflians,  pruffians 
Are  paid,  t'oppofe  the  French  and  Ruffians ; 
Nor  fcruple  they  with  truth  to  fay, 
They're  fighting  for  America : 
No  more  they  make  a  fiddle- feddle 
About  an  HeiHan  horfe  or  faddle ; 
No  more  of  continental  meafures, 
»    No  more  of  wafting  Britifh  treafures  j 
Ten  millions  and  a  vote  of  credit.— 
'Tis  right — He  can't  be  wrong,  who  did  it: 
They're  fairly  fous'd  o'er  head  and  cars. 
And  cur'd  of  all  their  ruftic  fears. 


A   PASSAGE   IN    OSSIAN  VERSIFIED, 

fTI  H  E  deeds  of  ancient  days  (hall  be  my  theme  j 

^     O  Lora>  the  foft  murmurs  of  thy  ftream, 
Thy  trees,  Garmallar,  rufiling  in  the  wind. 
Recall  thofe  days  with  plcafurc  to  my  mind. 

Scc'ft 
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See^ft  thou  that    rock^  from  whofe  heath-cover *d 
crown, 

Melvina,  three  old  bended  firs  look  down  ? 

Green  is  the  plain  which  at  its  feet  is  fpread. 

The  mountain-flower  there  (hakes  its  milk-white  head; 

Two  ftones,  memorials  of  departed  worth. 

Uplift  their  mofs-capM  heads,  half  funk  in  earth ; 

The  mountain  deer,  that  crop  the  grafs  around, 

See  the  pale  ghofls  who  guard  the  facred  ground, 

Then  ftarting,  fly  the  place,  and  at  a  diflance  bound. 


'  1 

ound.  J 


On  feeing  the  Earl  of  CHESTERFIELD 
at  a  BalLj  at  Bath. 

WRITTEN    IN     1770.* 

TN  times  by  felfiihnefs  and  faction  four*d, 
•^  When  dull  Importance  has  all  Wit  devour'd  | 
When  Rank,  as  if  t*  infult  alone  defign'd, 
AfFeds  a  proud  foclufion  from  mankind ; 
And  Greatnefs,  to  all  focial  converfe  dead, 
Efteems  it  dignity  to  be  ill-bred:-^ 

3  Seel 
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See  !  Chesterfield  alone  refifts  the  tide. 
Above  air  party,  and  above  all  pride, 
Vouchfafes  each  ifight  thefe  brilliant  fcenes  to  gntce^ 
Augments  and  ihares  th*  zthukments  of  the  ^ace  i 
Admires  the  Fair,  enjoys  the  fprightly  ball. 
Deigns  to  be  pleas'd,  and  therefore  pleafes  all. 
Hence,  tho'  unable  now  this  flile  to  hit, 
Learn  what  was  once  politenefs,  eafe,  and  wit« 


THE  AMERICAN  COACHMAN. 

1RO  WN'D  be  the  man  with  lafting  praife^  /» r>^^*^  -^  ' 
Who  firft  contrivM  the  pin  m  «  ^'  *  '  B^^*  |  J 

From  vicious  fteeds  to  loofe  a  chaife,      £xtlf^  ^  f\4\t^^ 
And  fave  the  necks  within.  ^  **  ^  C  .  ///^^ 

See  how  they  prance,  and  bound,  and  (kip. 

And  all  controul  difdain  ; 
Defy  the  terrors  of  the  whip, 

And  rend  the  filken  reia ! 

Awhile 
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Awhile  we  try  if  art  or  ftrcngt^ 

Arc  able  to  prevail  i 
But  hopelefs,  when  we  find  at  length 

That  all  our  efforte  £ul. 

With  ready  foot  die  fpring  we  prefi, 

Out  flies  the  magic  plug, 
Then,  direngag'd  from  all  diftrefs. 

We  fit  quite  fafe  and  (hug. 

The  pamperM  fteedS)  their  freedom  gain'd, 

Run  off  full  fpeed  together  s 
j3ut  having  no  plan  afcertain'd. 

They  run  they  know  not  whither, 

Boys,^  who  love  mifchief  and  a  courfq 

Enjoying  this  dilafter. 
Bawl,  Stop  them  !  Stop  them!   till  they're  hoarfc^ 

But  mean  to  drive  them  fafter. 

Each  claiming  now  his  native  right, 

Scorns  to  obey  his  brother ; 
So  they  proceed  to  kick  and  bitr, 

And  worry  one  another* 

6  Hungry 
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Hungry  at  laft,  and  blind,  and  lame, 

Bleeding  at  nofe  and  eyes ; 
By  fufferings  growing  mighty  tame, 

And  by  experience  wife  ; 

With  bellies  full  of  liberty, 

But  void  of  oats  and  hay; 
They  both  fneak  back,  their  folly  fee, 

And  run  no  more  away. 

Let  all  who  view  th'  inflruflive  fcene, 

And  patronize  the  plan. 
Give  thanks  to  Gloucefler's  honeft  Dean, 

For,  Tucker*,— thou*rt  the  man. 


*  Early  in  the  unfortunate  oonteft  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  American  colonies,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tacker, 
Dean  of  Gloucefter«  publilhed  a  pamphlet,  intitled,  Ja  Ad* 
drefs  and  Appeal  to  the  Landed  Inter  eft  ;  in  which  he  propofed 
and  recommended  to  the  nation  a  total  feparation  from  the 
colonies,  the  rejedion  of  them  from  being  fellow  members, 
and  joint  partakers  in  the  privileges  and  advantages  of  the 
Britifh  Empire,  becaufe  they  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  aatho- 
rity  and  jurifdidton  of  the  Bricifh  Legiflature  ;  offering  at 
the  fame  time  to  enter  into  alliance  of  friend fhip  and  trea- 
ties of  commerce  with  thcm«  as  with  any  other  fovereign  in- 
dependent 
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dependent  ftates.  Not  any  cme  of  thofe  wlo  are  lecorded 
in  the  hiftoiy  of  this  country  in  the  renowned  liA  of  her 
ableft  ftatefmen,  had  he  lived  at  this  time»  could  have  fore-> 
feen  with  more  fagacity  what  was  Hkely  to  happen  ^om  that 
fad  bufinefs*  or  with  greater  wifdom  provided  a  remedy  to 
prevent  it,  than  what  the  Dean's  propofitions  contained. 
But,  alas !  they  were  not  attended  to  by  thofe  who  only  at 
that  time  could  endeavour  to  carry  them  into  exedition  ; 
and»  after  a  long  ilruggle»  in  which  much  blood  was  fpilt, 
enormous  treafures  wafted »  and  two  Britiih  armies  compel- 
led to  go  into  captivity,  the  parent  ftate  fuffered  the  dif- 
grace  of  being  compelled  to  furrender  that,  of  which  the 
Dean  of  Gloucefler  long  before,  with  the  founded  policy,  ad- 
vifed  her  to  make  a  free-will  ofiering. — This  pamphlet  was 
the  foundation  of  the  preceding  (hort  poem,  written  about  a 
year  after  it,  in  which  the  author,  with  that  concifenefs  as 
to  the  matter,  and  humour  in  the  manner,  fo  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  recommends  and  finpporti  the  Dean's  plan*    £. 


AN 
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T   O 


THE    EARL    OF    CARLISLE. 


MY   LORD, 

T  B  E  G  leave  to  prcfent  to  your  lordfliip,  the  fol- 
-■-  lowing  Ode  ;  for  at  whofe  fhrine  can  it  be  offered 
with  more  propriety,  than  at  your  lordfhip's,  whofe 
tafte  for  poetry,  as  well  as  for  every  other  part  of  po- 
lite literature,  is  fo  juftly  and  fo  univerially  acknow- 
ledged ?  Your  lordfliip  has  yourfelf  made  no  incon- 
fiderable  figure  in  the  lyric  ;  but  I  will  not  fo  much 
flatter  you,  even  in  a  Dedication,  as  to  affirm,  that 
you  have  pcrfefily  fucceeded.  I  allow,  thj^t  the  very 
few  pieces  with  which  you  have  favoured  the  public, 
are  as  elegant  and  beautiful  as  any  in  Our  language : 
I  own,  that  in  every  one  of  them  there  are  jufl  con- 
ception, lively  imagination,  corre£t  expreffion,  and 
clear  connexion ;  but  I  know  your  lordfhip's  good- 
nefs  will  pardon  me,  when  I  prefume  to  affert,  that 
all  thefe  excellencies  are  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
Vol.  I,  P  noble 


t    ^w    ] 

noble  fienzy,  and  fublime  obfcurity  of  die  Ode ;  both 
which  are  fuflSiciently  vifible  in  this,  which  I  have 
here  the  honour  to  lay  before  your  lordihip,  and 
which  I  take  to  be  a  model  of  perfedion :  My  ob- 
ligations, perhaps,  may  make  me  partial  to  its  merits, 
asio  the  publication  of  it,  I  am  indebted  for  this 
opportunity  of  afluring  your  lordihip  diat  I  am, 

MY     LORD, 

Your  lonUhip's  moft  devoted,  and 
Obedient  humble  fervan^ 


THE  EDITOR* 


PREFACE. 
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PREFACE. 

'T^H  E  following  Ode  was  found  in  the  cabinet  of 
a  late  celebrated  writer  ;  and  is  elleemed,  by 
the  beft  judges,  to  be  the  moft  perfect  compofition  of 
the  kind  that  is  any  where  to  be  met  with  amongft 
the  produdions  of  the  numerous  lyric  poets  of  mo- 
dern tim&s. 

That  learned  and  judicious  critic,  Dr.  Jofeph 
Trap,  in  his  Prale^ienes  Poetica^  thus  dcfcrlbes  the 
moll  excellent  compofers  of  lyric  Poems  or  Oits. 
^^  Conceptus  omnium  ardentiilimi ;  a  vulgaribus  co- 
<<  gitatis  remotiflimi;  methodum  fugere  videntur; 
^  tranfitiones  aiFedant,  qux  nulla  arte  fieri  viden- 
^^  tur,  nihilo  licet  plus  artis  infit.  Sententiaruni 
^^  nexus  &  copulas  negligere  amant ;  modo  abrupto 
<<  &  improvifo  poema  incipiunt,  &  finiunt ;  &  fu-* 
<<  rore  quodam  ufitatis  legibus  &  regulis  fuperiore, 
^<  ab  hoc  ad  illud  devolant,  nulla  loquendi  formuh's 
"  venia  vel  obtenta  prius,  aut  petita."  Which^  for 
the  benefit  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  thus  tranflate  : 
P  2  "  Their 


[     ai2      ] 

"  Their  conceptions  are  the  moft  daring  and  moft 
«  remote  from  all  vulgar  ideas,  or  common  fcnfe  | 
^  they  fcem  to  fly  from  all  method ;  they  zfkSt 
^^  tranfitions,  which  appear  to  be  void  of  all  art^ 
**  though  in  them  there  is  a  great  deal ;  they  arc 
**  fond  of  negleding  all  connexion? ;  they  begin  and 
^  end  their  poem  in  a  manner  abrupt,  fudden,  and 
**  unexpcSed ;  and  with  a  madnefs  fupcrior  to  all 
**  the  laws  and  rulfcs  of  writing,  dufli  about  from 
'^  one  thing  to  anc>ther,  without  obtaining  pardon^ 
•*  or  even  condcfcending  to  a(k  it.'*  Thefe  rules 
have  been  obfcrved  with  great  diligence,  and  fome 
fuccels,  by  moft  of  the  writers  of  modern  Odes  ; 
but  have  never  been  adhered  to  with  that  happy 
exa£biefs,  as  in  the  piece  which  is  now  before  us.  It 
begins  in  a  manner  the  moft  abrupt  and  unexpeded^ 
and  ends  as  abruptly  as  it  begins.  It  opens  with 
a  moft  fublime  fpeech  of  a  giant,  fuppofed  to  have  run 
mad  from  fome  difappointment  in  ambition  or  love  ; 
and  this,  in  conformity  to  the  ftri£teft  laws  of  critic 
cifm,  and  the  example  of  our  moft  admired  writers 
of  Odes,  is  fo  artificially  contrived,  that  the  reader, 
5  however 
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however  (agacious  he  may  be,  cannot  poffibly  dif- 
cover,  before  he  arrives  at  the  end  of  the  fecond 
ftanza,  whether  it  is  the  fpeech  of  the  giant  or  the 
poet,  or  any  fpeech  at  all. 

The  tranfition  from  the  giant's  fpeech,  to  that 
beautiful  defcription  of  the  morning,  is  truly  Pin- 
daric ;  the  fudden  apoftrophe  to  the  fin,  is  perfc£Hy 
fublime ;  and  that  to  the  moon  no  Icfs  tender  and 
pathetic:  the  defcriptions  of  the  four  feafons  are 
wonderfully  pidlurefque,  and  are  not,  as  ufual,  copies 
drawn  from  the  fcenery  of  Italian  groves,  and  the 
plains  of  Arcadia,  but  true  originals,  taken  on  the 
fpot  in  Old  England,  and  formed  of  ideas  entirely 
new.  And  the  addrefs  to  Liberty,  which  concludes 
this  admirable  Ode,  is  far  fuperior  to  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  with  which  we  are  fo  frequently  enter-r 
tained'by  our  moft  admired  poets;  as  it  is  more  ex* 
preflive  of  the  true  fenfe  and  fpirltof  an  Englifliman. 

Juft  and  lively  piSures  are  the  very  eflence  of  an 

Ode,  as  well  as  of  an  Au£iion-room,  whether  there 

are  any  proper  places  to  bang  them  in  or  not ;  and 

fuch  there  are  in  the  narrow  compafs  of  this  little 

P  3  piece, 
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piece,  of  every  thing  that  is  great  and  beautiful  ia 
nature ;  of  the  morning  rifing  from  the  ocean  | 
of  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  planetary  fyftem; 
of  a  giant  and  a  hermit;  of  woods,  rocks,  and 
mountains,  and  the  feafons  of  the  revolving  year: 
and  in  all  thefe,  the  images  are  fo  entirely  new, 
the  tranfitions  fo  fudden  ^d  unexpe^^d,  fo  void 
of  all  apparent  art,  yet  not  without  much  of  that 
which  is  quite  invifible ;  the  thoughts  are  fo  fublimc,^ 
fo  diftant  from  all  vulgar  ideas,  or  common  fenfe, 
that  the  judicious  reader  will  fcarcely  find  in  it  a 
fingle  deviation  from  the  fevered  laws  of  juft  criti- 
cifm  ;  and  if  he  can  perufe  this  incomparable  work 
without  an  enchufiaftic  admiration,  he  ought  to. 
conclude,  that  whatever  delight  he  may  receive  from 
poetry  of  other  kinds,  he  is  one  of  thofe  unfortunate 
genius's  who  have  no  tafte  for  that  mod  fublimo 
fpecies  of  it,  the  Ode. 


ODE, 


[  "s  3 

O  D  E. 

T'LL  combat  Nature,  interrupt  her  couric, 
•■'  And  baffle  all  her  ftated  laws  by  force ; 
Tear  from  its  bed  the  deeply-rooted  pine, 

And  hurl  it  up  the  craggy  mountain's  fide; 
Divert  the  temped  from  its  deftin'd  line. 

And  ftem  the  torrent  of  th'  impetuous  tide  ; 
Teach  the  dull  ox  to  dance,  the  afs  to  play/ 
And  even  obftinate  Americans  %*  obejr. 

Like  fome  dread  Herald,  tygers  I'll  compel 
In  the  fame  field  with  ftags  in  peace  to  dwell ; 
The  rampant  lion  now  ered  (hall  ftand, 

Now  couchant  at  my  feet  (ball  lie  depreft ; 
And  if  he  dares  but  queftion  my  command. 

With  one  ftrong  blow  PU  halve  him  to  a  crcft. 
Thus  fpoke  the  giant  Gogmagog  :  the  found 
Reverberates  from  all  the  echoing  rocks  around. 

Now  Morning,  rob'd  in  faffiron-colour'd  gowo, 
Her  head  with  pink  and  pea-green  ribbands  drcft, 

P  4  Climbt 
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Climbs  the  celeftial  ftaircafe,  and  looks  down 
From  out  the  gilt  balcony  of  the  Eaft  j 
From  whence  around  ihe  fees 
The  cryftal  lakes  and  tufted  trees, 
The  lawns  all  powder'd  o'er  with  ftraggling  flocks, 
The  fcarce-enlighten'd  vales,  and  high  o'cr-(hadoi¥Jiig^ 
rocks. 

Enamour'd  with  her  newly-dawning  charms, 

Old  Ocean  views  her  with  defiring  eyes. 
And  longs  once  more  to  clafp  her  in  his  arms. 
Repenting  he  had  fufFer'd  her  to  rife  j 
Forth  from  his  tumbled  bed, 
From  whence  fhe  juft  had  fled. 
To  the  flow,  loitering  hours  he  roars  amain. 
To  hafl:en  back  the  lovely  fugitive  again. 

Parent  of  life  !  refulgent  lamp  of  day  ! 

Without  whofe  genial  animating  ray 

Men,  beafts,  the  teeming  earth,  and  rolling  fcas^ 

Courts,  camps,  and  mighty  cities,  in  a  trice 
Muft  (hare  one  common  fate,  intcnfely  frcezC| 

And  all  become  one  folid  mafs  of  ice  ; 

AmbitiQn 
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Ambition  wouM  be  froze,  and  Faftion  numb. 
Speeches  congeal'd,  and  orators  be  dumb. 

Say,  what  new  worlds  and  fyftems  you  furvey ! 
In  circling  round  your  planetary  way ; 
What  Beings  Saturn's  orb  inhabit,  tell. 

Where  cold  in  everlafting  triumph  reigns ; 
Or  what  their  frames,  who  unconfum'd  can  dwell . 

In  Mercury's  red-hot  and  molten  plains  ; 
Say  !  for  moft  ardently  I  wifli  to  know, 
What  bodies  can  endure  eternal  fire,  or  fnow ! 

And  thou,  fweet  Moon !  canft  tell  a  fofter  tale  ; 
To  thee  the  maid,  thy  likenefs,  fair  and  pale. 
In  pcnfive  contemplation  oft  applies. 

When  parted  from  her  lov'd  and  loving  fwain. 
And  looks  on  you  with  tear-befprinkled  eyes, 

And  (ighs  and  looks,  and  looks  and  (ighs  again; 
Say,  for  thou  know'ft  what  condant  hearts  endure  ; 
And  by  thy  frequent  changes  teach  the  cure. 

Thy  gentle  beams  the  lonely  hermit  fce«. 
Gleam  thro'  the  waving  branches  of  the  trees, 

Which, 
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Which,  higb-embow'riiig)  fliade  his  gloomy  cell. 
Where  undifturb'd  perpetual  filence  reigns, 

Unlefs  the  owl  is  heard,  or  diftant  bell. 

Or  the  wind  wbiftling  o'er  the  furzy  plains. 

How  bleft  to  dwell  in  this  fequefler'd  fpot : 

Forgetting  parliaments  ;  by  them  forgot ! 

Now  lovely  Spring  her  velvet  mantle. fpreads. 
And  paints  with  green  and  gold  the  flow'ry  meads  ; 
Fruit-trees  in  vaft  white  perriw'gs  are  fcen, 

Refembling  much  fome  antiquated  beau. 
Which  north-eaft  winds,  that  blow  fo  long  and  keen^ 

Powder  full  oft  with  gcnric  flakes  of  fnow  ; 
Soft  nightingales  their  tuneful  vigils  hold, 
And  fweetly  fing  and  fliakc — and  fliake  with  cold. 

Summer  fuccecds  ;  in  ev'nings  foft  and  warm. 
Thrice-happy  lovers  faunter  arm  in  arm ; 
The  gay  and  fair  now  quit  the  dully  town. 

O'er  turnpike-roads  inctflant  chaifcs  fweep. 
And  whirling,  bear  their  lovely  ladings  down. 

To  brace  their  nerves  beneath  tiie  briny  deep  ; 

There 
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There  with  fuccefs  each  fwain  his  nymph  aflails, 
As  birds,  they  fay,  are  caught— can  we  but  (alt  tbcif 
tails. 

Then  Autumn,  more  ferene,  if  not  fo  bright 
Regales  at  once  our  palate,  and  our  fights 
With  joy  the  ruddy  orchards  we  behold^ 

And  of  its  purple  cluders  rob  the  vine  ; 
The  fpacious  fields  are  cover'd  o*er  with  gold. 

Which  the  glad  farmer  counts  as  ready  coin; 
But  difappointment  oft  his  hopes  attends—^ 
In  tythes  and  mildews  the  rich  profped  ends, 

JLraft,  Winter  comes ;  decrepit,  old,  and  dull ;  ' 
Yet  has  his  comforts  too^-his  barns  are  full ; 
The  focial  converfe,  circulating  glafs, 

And  chearful  fire,  are  his :  to  him  belong 
Th'  enlivening  dance  that  warms  the  chilly  lafs. 

The  furious  game  at  whift,  and  merry  fong ; 
Nor  wants  he  beauties— fee  the  fun-beams  glow 
O'er  lakes  of  cryftal  ice,  and  plains  of  filver  fnow ! 


Thus 
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Thus  roll  the  feafons  o'er  Britannia's  land. 
But  none  her  freeborn-weather  can  command  | 
Seafons  unlike  to  thofe  in  fervile  climes, 

Which  o'er  Hifpania's  or  Italia's  plains 
Difpenfe,  at  regular  and  dated  times, 

SucceiCve  heat  and  cold,  and  drought  and  rains  ; 
Her's  fcorning,  like  her  fons,  to  be  controuPd, 
Breathe  heat  in  winter  oft,  and  oft  in  fummer  coIcU 

Hail,  Liberty,  fair  Goddcfs  of  this  ifle  I 
Deign  on  my  verfes,  and  on  me,  to  fmile  j 
Like  them  unfettered  by  the  bonds  of  fenfe. 

Permit  us  to  enjoy  life's  tranfient  dream. 
To  live,  and  write,  without  the  leaft  pretence 

To  method,  order,  meaning,  plan,  or  fchemc  : 
And  (hield  us  fafe  beneath  thy  guardian  wings. 
From  Law,  Religion,  Minifters,  and  Kings. 


WROTE 
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WR  OTE      AT      THE 

COUNTESS  OF  SALISBURY'S  ASSEMBLY, 

1787- 

■pROM  Salisbury's  Garter  dropp'd,  th*  hiftoriaa 

•*•  knows, 

Th*  illuftrious  Order  fo  intitlcd  rofe  ! 

Another  Salisbury  now  our  bofoms  warms. 

With  equal  elegance  and  equal  charms. 

Let  then  her  form,  her  trophies,  and  her  name. 

With  juftice  be  confign'd  to  equal  fame  ; 

Let  Kings  with  no  lefs  pride  her  Garter  wear. 

Then  every  noble  Knight  may  have  a  pair. 


EPITAPH 
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EPITAPH 
On    Dr.    SAMUEL    JOHNSON. 

TTERE  lies  Sam  Johnson  : — ^Reader,  have  acare^ 
**■  "*"  Tread  lightly,  left  you  wake  a  fleeping  Bear : 
RtUgious,  moral,  generous,  and  humane 
He  was ;  but  felf-fufficient,  proud,  and  vain^ 
Fond  of,  and  overbearing  in  difpute, 
A  Cbriftian,  and  a  Scholar— but  a  Brute* 


ON  A    LATE    EXECRABLE    ATTEMPT   ON 

HIS    MAJESTY'S    LIFE,    1786. 

LONG  had  our  gracious  George,  with  gentle 
hand, 
And  love  paternal,  Britain's  fcepter  fway'd  ; 
To  render  this  a  free  and  happy  land, 

Was  all  for  which  he  wiih'd  to  be  obeyed. 

With 
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Widi  radiance  bright,  tho*  mild,  his  virtues  ihone 

For  he  of  every  virtue  was  pofleft, 
Which  can  add  luftre  to  a  Monarch's  throne, 

Or  warm  an  undiflembling  patriot's  breaft. 

Pattern  of  female  excellence  !  his  toils 

His  Royal  Confort  ever  foothes  and  fhares; 

Imparting  fweet  domeilic  blifs,  with  fmiles 
That  can  difperfe  the  heavieft  cloud  of  cares. 

Tho*  Faftion,  Difappointment's  rcftlefs  child. 
Has  fometimes  dar'd  to  interrupt  his  peace  ; 

Yet  aw'd  at  once,  and  charm'd,  whene'er  he  finil'ii. 
She  bade  diforder  and  confufion  ceafe. 

Lov'd  and  ador'd  by  all,  te  all  a  friend. 
Caution  feem'd  needlefs  to  prote£l  his  life  ; 

Till  Hell  and  Madnefs  fent  abroad  a  fiend. 
And  arm'd  that  fiend  with  a  dcftru£live  knife. 

But  Britain's  Guardian  Angel,  who  (lill  watch'd. 
To  ihield  her  fiivourite  fon  from  every  harm,    . 

Jiift  in  th'  important  moment  trembling  catch'd, 
And  turn'd  afide  th'  aHaffinating  arm« 

6  Ui 
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Let  then  earth,  air,  and  the  high-vaulted  fky. 

With  praifes,  pray'rs,  and  loud  thankfgivings  ring^ 

Joy  fire  each  breaft,  and  fparklc  in  each  eye, 

That  Heav*n  has  thus  prefcrv'd  our  Country  and  our 
King. 
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D  E 


ANIMI     IMMORTALITATE- 

LIBER    PRIMUS. 

X^^TERA  pcK  terras  animalia  forte  fniuntur 

^^  Quam  fua  cuique  dedit  Natura;    ncc  amplius 

optant. 

Solus  homo,  qui  fcire  fagax,  cui  fumma  cupido 

Scrutari  caufas  et  mutua  fcedera  rerum, 

Vanum  iter  ingreditur ;  nigris  namque  imminet  alis,  5 

Et 

^  Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq.  the  Ton  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Browne,  vicar  of  Barton  on  Trent,  was  educated  at  Weft- 
minfter  fchool,  from  whence  he  went  to  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  and  afterwards  fettled  in  Lincoln's-Inn,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  profefiion  of  the  law.  In  1 759  he  publi(hed 
this  Poem,  De  Animi  Immertalitate,  which  was  univerfally 
read,  and  as  univerfally  admired,  not  only  for  the  choice 
and  arrangement  of  the  matter,  but  the  purity  of  the  lan- 
guage, which  Lucretius  himfelf  would  have  acknowledged 
as  a  perfed  copy  of  his  (Hie.  Struck  with  the  arguments, 
the  difpofition  of  thofe  arguments,  and  the  beauty  of  the  ex« 
preffioa,  but  above  all  with  the  bright  contraft  to  the  ob- 
fcority  of  the  metaphyfical  poets  of  the  laft  century;  Mr. 
3  Jenyns 
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IMMORTALITY  OF  THE  SOUL* 


TRANSLATBD    PROM    THE    LATIK   OP 


ISAAC  HAWKINS  BROWNE,  Efq* 


BOOK    t 

TO  ail  inferior  animals  'tis  gir'ii 
T'  enjoy  the  ftatc  allotted  them  by  Heaven  } 
Ko  vain  refcarches  e*cr  diftufb  their  rcft^ 
No  fears  of  dark  futurity  moteft. 
Man,  only  man,  folicitous  to  know 
The  fprings  whence  Nature's  operatioiis  floW, 
Plods  thro'  a  dreary  Wafte  with  toil  and  pain, 
And  reafons,  hopes,  and  thinks,  and  lives  in  vain  i 


Fof 


Jenyns  was  the  &rft  who  tranilated  it  into  fingliAii  and  whofe 
tranflatioD^  as  it  was  firft  in  lame,  was  alfo  firft  in  propriety 
and  elegance  axnongft  thofe  with  which  the  public  was  afier^* 
wards  favoured. 

Mr4  Browne's  happy  vein  in  poetry  placed  him  amongft 
B  t  the 
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£t  curfu  in  medio  mors  intercludit  euntem. 
Quorfum  idhoc,  A  nil  fapientia  dia  crearit 
Incaflum  ?  Quorfum  haec  divanx  femina  mentiSt 
In  proprios  fi  non  poterunt  adolefcere  firudus  ? 
Ecqirid  enim  prodeft  rerum  cognofcere  caufas  ;         im 
Jungerc  Venturis  praefentia ;  mente  vagari 
Solem  atque  aftra  fuper,  morituro  ?  Scilicet  omnes 
Una  manet  Lethi  lex  et  commune  (epulcrum. 
Nonne  ergo  fatius  cum  Phyllide  ludere  in  umbra ; 
Teque,  Lyaee  pater,  laetis  celebrare  choreis  ?  15 

Novit  enim  Bacchus  curas  depellere,  novit 
Praoterki  ienfus  abolere  metumque  futuri* 

Quare  age,  vina  liques:  epulae,  convivia,  lufus, 
Pfallere  dofla  Chloc,  citharacque  perita  Neaera, 
Non  abfint ;  volucris  rape  laetus  dona  diei ;  20 

Quaerere  nee  cures  quid  craftina  proferat  hora. 


{he  fbreffloft  of  die  act  in  bU  life-time^  the  jafHce  of  which 
preference  pofteritjr  will  be  enabled  to  determine,  from  a 
coUeAion  of  his  poems  publifhed  in  odavo,  by  bis  only  Ton 
Ifaac  Ha\Vkins  Browne^  £fq ; — a  mark  of  filial  piety,  one  of 
the  prominent  features  in  Us  moft  refpedlable  and  amiable 
chanfier.        £• 

Atqui 


} 
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For  fable  Death  fttll  hov'ring  o'er  his  head. 

Cuts  (hort  his  progrefs,  with  his  vital  thread.  xo 

Wherefore,  fince  Nature  errs  not,  do  we  find 

Thefe  feeds  of  Science  in  the  human  mind, 

If  no  congenial  fruits  are  predefign'd  ? 

For  what  avails  to  man  this  power  to  roam 

Thro'  ages  paft,  and  ages  yet  to  come,  15 

T'. explore  new  worlds  o'er  all  th*  sethcrial  way, 

Chain'd  to  a  fpot,  and  living  but  a  day  ? 

Since  all  muft  perifh  in  one  common  grave. 

Nor  can  thefe  long  laborious  fearches  fave. 

Were  it  not  wifer  far,  fupinely  laid,  ao 

To  fport  with  Phillis  in  the  noontide  (hade  ? 

Or  at  thy  jovial  feftivals  appear, 

Great  Bacchus,  who  alone  the  foul  can  clear. 

From  all  that  it  has  felt,  and  all  that  it  can  fear? 


1 


Come  on  then,  let  us  feaft :  let  Chloe  fing,  25 

And  foft  Neacra  touch  the  trembling  firing ; 
Enjoy  the  prefent  hour,  nor  feek  to  know 
What  good  or  ill  to-morrow  may  beftow, 

B  3  But 
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Atqui  pertaefum  eft  harum  cito  deliciarum; 
Scilicet,  hxc  fatiat  vix  dum  libata  voluptas. 
Ergo  dimiflis  quxramus  feria  nugis. 
Accumulentur  opes ;  ducit  quo  gloria,  quove  t$ 

Ambido,  ftipatus  eas  examine  denfo 
M^uie  falutantum*  Quid  multa  i  Hue  denique  eddem 
Yolveris,  ut  clames  heu  !  quantum  in  rebus  inane  ! 

Quaenam  igitur  tentanda  via  eft  f  Ubi  littus  amtcum  i 
Nempe  vides  ut  Temper  avet,  dumcorpore  clau(a  eft,  30 
Mens  alia  ex  aliis  (cire,  ac  fine  fine  gradadm 
Sternum  (iic  fert  natura)  attbgere  verum. 

Gaudia  quinetiam  non  hspc  fugientia  pofcit. 
At  magis  apta  (Ibi,  vicibufque  obnoxia  nullis  ; 
Q^ufli^  perpetuum  npn  intprituira  per  spyuro.  35 


Qusur* 
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But  thefe  delights  foon  pall  upon  the  tafte ; 
Let's  try  then  if  more  ferious  cannot  laft :  30 

Wealdi  let  us  heap  on  wealth,  or  fame  purfue. 
Let  pow'r  and  glory  be  our  points  in  view ; 
In  courts,  in  camps,  in  fenates  let  us  live, 
Our  levees  crowded  like  the  buzzing  hive : 
Each  weak  attempt  the  fame  fad  leflbn  brings  !         35 
Alas  what  vanity  in  human  things ! 


What  means  then  (hall  we  try  ?  where  hope  to  find 
A  friendly  harbour  for  the  refUefs  mind  ? 
Who  ilill,  you  fee,  impatient  to  obtain 
Knowledge  immenfe,  (fo  Nature's  laws  ordain)       40 
Ev'n  now,  tho'  fetter'd  in  corporeal  cjay. 
Climbs  ftcp  by  flep  the  profpeS  to  furvey. 
And  feeks,  unwearied,  Truth's  eternal  ray. 


! 


No  fleeting  joys  flie  aflcs,  which  mud  depend 
On  the  frail  fenfes,  and  with  them  muft  end  ;  45 

But  fuch  as  fuit  her  own  immortal  fame. 
Free  from  all  change  eternally  the  fame. 

B  4  Take 
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Qnare  fiime  animum  ;  neque  emm  (apientia  dia 
Fruftra  operam  impendit  i  neque  mens  ar^bituc  iftii 
Limidbus  quibus  hoc  periturum  corpus ;  at  exfors 
Terrenae  labis  vigeC,  aeternumque  vigebit : 
Atque  ubi  corporeis  emtfl%  ut  carcere^  vindis^         4C3r 
Libera  cognatum  repecet^  vetus  incola^  ccelum, 
NeAareos  ladces  veri-  de  fonte  perenni 
Haurie^  aethcriumque  perennis  carpet  amomunik 

At  vero  dum  vita  manet  (fi  vita  vocanda  eft 
Corporis  hacc  caeco  conclu(a  putamine)  torpet  45, 

Vivida  vis  animi,  nee  ovantes  explicat  alas. 
Mtdta  tamen  veteris  retinet  veftigia  fiirpis. 
Unde  etenim  tot  res  reminifcitur?  Uiide  tot  apta 
Ordine  difponit,  mox  et  depromit  in  (ifus  ? 
Quippe  baud  tarn  locuples  h^ecytamque  immenfa  fupellex 
Corporis  in  cellis  poterit  flipat;^  teneri ;  5^ 

Aut  vi  corporea  revocari  in  luminis  oras. 

Ula  etiam  inventriX)  varias  quae  protujit  artes, 
'Suppeditans  vitae  decus  et  tutamen  egeme  ^ 

Nomina 
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Take  courage  then,  diefe  jojrs  we  fhall  attain  > 
Almighty  wifdom  never  a^  in  vain ; 
Nor  (hall  the  foul  on  which  it  has  beftowM  So 

Such  pow'rs  e'er  perifh  like  an  earthly  clod ; 
But  purg'd  at  length  from  foul  corruption's  ftaiii| 
Freed  from  her  prifon  and  unbound  her  chain. 
She  fhall  her  native  ftrength,  and  native  (kies  regain 
To  heav'n  an  old  inhabitant  return,  55 

And  drawnedbreous  ftreams  from  truth's  perpetual  unit 


i 


Whilft  life  remains,  (if  life  it  can  be  call'd 
T'  cxift  in  flcflily  bondage  thus  enthrall'd) 
Tir'd  with  the  dull  purfuit  of  worldly  things, 
The  foul  fcarce  wakes,  or  opes  her  gladfome  Wings,  60 
Yet  dill  the  godlike  exile  in  difgrace 
Retains  fome  marks  of  her  celeftial  race; 
Elfe  whence  from  mem'ry's  ftore  can  (he  produce 
Such  various  thoughts,  or  range  them  fo  for  ufe? 
Can  matter  thefe  contain,  difpofe,  apply  ? 
Can  in  her  cells  fuch  mighty  treafures  lie  ? 
Or  can  her  native  force  produce  them  to  the  eye  7 
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Whence  is  this  pow'r,  this  foundrels  of  all  arts, 
Serving,  adorning  life,  thro'  all  its  parts. 
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Nomina  ffut  impofuit  rebus,  vocemque  Ggsirit         55 
literulis ;  aut  qus  degentes  more  ferarum, 
Di^ribique  homines  deduxit  in  oppida ;  quaeve 
Lcgibus  edomuit,  foedufque  coegit  in  unum ; 
Qgattaam  ifthaec  iiifi  vis  divinior,  xtheriurque 
S^uS)  et  afflatu  codefti  concita  virtus  i  60 

Jam  quorum  undanti  eloquium  fluit  amne,  rapitque 

Q^  velft  aflfe£his,  tonitruque  et  fulgura  mifcet ; 

Divitias  trahic  unde  fuas  ?  Vigor  igneus  ille 

Num  mortale  fonat  ?  Quid  cenies  carmina  vatum  ? 

Sive  etenim  ilexa  num^rorum  vique  canora,  65 

Oble£tet  varia  dulcedine  lapfus  ad  aures ; 

Sell,  fpecioTa  canens  renim  miracula,  fi&'s 

Ludat  imaginibus>  peragretque  per  intima  cordis  ; 

Nil  parvum  fpirat,  nil  non  fublime  Poeta« 

Cumque  fuper  terris  qus  fiunt^  quzque  tuemur        70 

Omnia,  curriculo  volventia  Temper  eodem, 

Noih'explent  animum,  varia  et  ma^is  ampla  petentem  ; 

•  Sandus  adcft  vates,  per  quern  fublimior  ordo, 

Pulcrior 

•  Si  quis  rem  acutius  intri.^lpicLat,  firmum  ex  Poesi  fu- 
mitur  argu  men  turn,  magnitudinem  rerum  magis  illaftrem, 
ofdinem  magis  perfcdlum,  et  varictatem  mag.i  pulchram 
aaiauB  humanaB    complacere^   quam  in  natura   ipfa,    poft 

lapfum 
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Which  names  impos'd,  by  letters  mirk'd  tbofe  namet» 
Adjuftcd  properly  by  legal  claims,  71 

From  woods  and  wilds  colleded  rude  mankind^ 
And  cities,  laws,  and  governments  defign'd  ? 
What  can  this  be,  but  fome  bright  ray  from  heav'fl, 
Some  emanation  from  Omnifcience  giv'n  ?  75 

When  now  the  rapid  ftream  of  eloquence 
Bears  all  before  it,  paffion,  reafon,  fenfe. 
Can  its  dread  thunder,  or  its  lightning's  force 
Derive  their  eflcnce  from  a  mortal  fource  ? 
What  think  you  of  the  bard's  enchanting  art,  86 

Which,  whether  he  attempts  to  warm  the  heart 
With  febled  fcenes,  or  charm  the  ear  with  rhyme, 
Breathes  all  pathetic,  lovely,  and  fublime  ? 
Whilft  things  on  earth  roll  round  from  age  to  age, 
The  fame  dull  force  repeated  on  the  ftage ;  85 

The  poet  gives  us  a  creation  new, 
More  pleating  and  more  perfeS  than  the  true ; 

lapfum  reperire  ullo  modo  point.  Quapropter,  cum  res 
ge(lae>  et  eventus,  qui  verse  hillorias  fubjiciuntur,  non  fint 
ejas  amplitudinis,  in  qaa  aninia  humana  iibi  fatisfaciat, 
Frxdo  ed  Poisis  quae  fa6la  magis  Heroica  confingat^-* 
Bacon  de  Augmentis  Scientiarum,  Lib.  XL        £• 

The 
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Polcrior  et  Ipecies,  et  mentis  idonea  votis 

Czoritur,  vitae  (pes  auguriumque  futurae.  75 

Quid,  qui  cceleftes  norunt  defcribere  motus  ;. 
Sidera,  qua  circa  folem,  qua  lege  cometae 
Immenfum  per  inane  rotentur,  ut  aethere  vafto 
Aftra  alia  iUuftrent  alios  immota  planetas ; 
Noonehanccredideris  mentemyquae  nunc  quoq;  ccelum 
Aftraque  pervolitaty^delapfam  ccelitus,  illuc  81 

Unde  abiit  remeare,  fuafque  revifere  fedes  ? 

Qui  tandem  hacc  fierent  mft  quaedam  in  mente  fubcilet 
Vis  fua,  roateriae  mixtura  immunis  ab  omni  i 
Coofcia  porro  fibi  eft,  vult,  nonvult,  odit,  amatque,  85 
£t  timet,  et  fperat ;  gaudet,  mceretque  (iia  vi 
Ip&i  minifterio  neque  corporis  indigct  ullo: 
Viribus  ipla  fuis  inter  le  comparat,  et  res 
S^ungit  rebus ;  vaga  diflbciataque  veri 
^  Membra  minutatim  legit,  ac  concinnat  amice.  90 


Elicit 
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The  mind,  who  always  to  perfeAion  h^es^ 
Perfe£Hon,  fuch  as  here  (he  never  taftes. 
With  gratitude  accepts  the  kind  deceit^  99 

And  thence  forefees  a  fyftem  more  cgmideat. 
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Of  thofe  what  think  you,  who  the  circHng  race 
or  funs,  and  fheir  revolving  planets  trace, 
And  comets  journeying  thro''  unt)Ounded  fpace  ? 
Say,  can  you  doubt,  but  that  th*  all-fearching  fouly      95 
That  now  can  traverfe  heav'n  from  pole  to  pole^ 
From  thence  defcending  vifits  but  this  earth, 
And  fhall  once  more  regain  the  regions  of  Jier  birth  i 

Cou*d  Ihe  tliu's  a6l,  urilefs  fome  power  miknowtii 
From  matter  quite  diffin£l  and  all  her  own,  100 

Supported  and  impellM  her  i  She  approves 
Self-confcious,  and  condemns ;  ifhe  hates  and  loves. 
Mourns,  and  rejoices,  hopes,  and  is  afraid. 
Without  the  body's  unrequefted  aid : 
Her  own  internal  ftrength  her  reafon  guides,  fO$ 

By  this  (he  now  compares  things,  now  divides. 
Truth's  fcatter'd  fragments  piece  by  piece  coUeAs, 
Rejoins,  and  thence  her  edifice  ereds  i 

tnics 
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Qjiid  tibi  tot  mtmorem  divine  pedore  mtes, 
Totre  repertores  legum,  fandtve  poCentes  ? 
Quid,  per  quos  venit  lpe£buida  fcientia  ;  dadum     ixo 
Iiifo(  TK  cooperta  fitu,  lucemque  pero(k  i 
Ante  adios  vero  Baconus,  ut  aetherius  fol, 
Effulgens,  artos  aditum  patefecit  ad  ornnee. 
Hk  i  figmentis  fophiam  revocavit  ineptis 
Primus  i  quaque  regit  fida  experientia  grefliis,         X15 
Securum  per  iter,  Newtono  fcilicet  idem 
Defignatque  viam,  et  praecurfor  lampada  tradit. 

niuftres  animae  !  Si  quid  mortalia  tangunt 
Ccelicolas,  (i  gentis  adbuc  cura  ulia  Britannae  ; 
Vos  precor,  antiquum  vos  inftaurate  vigorem  ;       120 
Ut  tandem  excuflb  nitamur  ad  ardua  fomno^ 
Virtutis  verae  memoreSj  et  laudis  avitae. 

Nempe  horum  egregias  reor  baud  fine  numine  dotes 


Eoafcl 


} 
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Why  (hou'd  I  try  her  num'rous  Tons  to  name 
By  verfe,  law,  eloquence,  cqnfign'd  to  fame  ?  13a 

Or  who  have  forc'd  fair  Science  into  fight 
Long  loft  in  darknefs,  and  afraid  of  light. 
O'er  all  fuperior,  like  the  folar  ray, 
Firft  Bacon  ufhcr'd  in  the  dawning  day. 
And  drove  the  mifts  of  fophiftry  away;  135 

Pervaded  nature  with  amazing  force, 
Following  experience  ftill  throughout  his  courfc, 
And  finifliing  at  length  his  deftin'd  way. 
To  Newton  he  bequeathed  the  radiant  lamp  of  day. 

lUuftrious  fouls  I  if  any  tender  caras  140 

AfieA  angelic  breafts.for  man's  afEurs, 
If  in  your  prefent  happy  heavenly  ftate. 
You're  not  regardlefs  quite  of  Britain's  fate. 
Let  this  degenerate  land  again  be  bleft 
With  that  true  vigour  which  flic  once  pofleftj         145 
Compel  us  to  unfold  our  flumb'ring  eyes, 
And  to  our  angient  dignity  to  rife« 

Such  wond'rous  powVs  as  thefe  muft  fure  be  eiv'n 
For  moft  important  purpofes  by  Heav*n } 
Vol.  II.  C  Who 
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Enafci  potuifle ;  Deum  quin  tempcM'e  in  omni 
Conrperflfle,  velut  ftellas,  hinc  inde  locorum  12$ 

Splendidiora  animi  quafi  quxdam  lumina ;  ut  ifiis 
Accenfa  exempli  s  fe  degener  efFerat  aptas, 
AgnoTcatque  fui  quam  fit  fublimis  origo* 

Pneterea  efle  aliquid  veri  quod  pertinet  ad  nos, 
Morte  obita,  nemo  Tecum  non  concipiti  intus,         i  jo 
Monftratum  eft  intus  ;  teftatur  dofta  vetuftas  ; 
Publica  vox  clamat ;  neque  gens  tam  barbara  qu«  non 
Proipiciat  trans  funus,  et  ulteriora  requirat. 

Hinc  feritur,  tarde  crefcens,  et  pofthuma  merce!(, 
Quercus,  natorum  natis  quse  profit:  et  ingens        135 
Pyramidum  moles  ftat  inexpugnabilis  annis. 

Hinc  cura  ilia  omnis  vivendi  extendere  metas. 
Nomine  Ti£hiro ;  tanti  eft  hinc  fama  fiiperftes, 
Ingenio  ut  quifquis  praecellit,  nulla  recufi^t 
nie  fiibire  pericia,  nee  uUos  ferre  labores,  149 

Si  modo  venturi  fpeciem  fibi  vendicet  aevi, 
Gloriaque  ad  feros  veniat  manfiira  nepotes. 

Nonne 
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Who  bids  thefe  ftars  as  bright  examples  Ihine,        159 
Befprinkted  thinly  by  the  hand  divine, 
To  form  to  virtue  each  degenerate  time, 
And  point  out  to  the  (bul  its  origin  fublime. 

That  there's  a  felf  which  after  death  (hall  live, 
All  arc  concerned  about,  arid  all  believe  j  155 

That  fomething's  ours,  when  we  from  life  depart, 
This  all  conceive,  all  feel  it  at  the  heart ; 
The  wife  of  learned  antiquity  proclaim 
This  truth,  the  public  voice  declares  the  fame ; 
No  land  fo  rude  but  looks  beyond  the  tomb  160 

For  future  profpcSs  in  a  world  to  come. 

Hence,  without  hopes  to  be  in  life  repaid. 
We  plant  flow  oaks  poflerity  to  (hade ; 
And  hence  vaft  pyramids,  afpiring  high, 
Lift  their  proud  heads  aloft,  and  time  defy,  165 

Hence  is  our  love  of  fame,  a  love  fo  ftrong, 
We  think  no  dangers  great,  or  labours  long. 
By  which  we  hope  our  beings  to  extend. 
And  to  remoted  times  in  glory  to  defcend. 

C  2  F^^ 
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Nonne  videmus  uti  convidus  criminis,  ip(b 
Limine  Tub  mortis,  culpam  tamen  abneget  omnem  ; 
'MendaXy  ut  fibi  conftet  honos  atque  Integra  fama  ?  145 
Nempe  anirois  haec  infevit  natura  fiituri 
Indicia  obfcurafque  notas ;  hinc  (blicita  eft  mens, 
De  fe  pofteritas  quid  fenciat;  at  nihil  ad  nos 
Poflera  vox,  erimus  fi  nil  nifi  pulvis  et  umbra; 
Sera  venit,  cineres  nee  tangit  iama  quietos.  150 


Quid  porrb  exequiae  voluere  ?  Quid  anxia  cura 
Defundis  fuper,  et  moles  operola  fepulcri  i 
Pars  etenim  terne  mandant  exlangue  cadaver, 
Et  tumulo  ferta  imponunt,  et  (acra  quotannis 
Perfolvunt;  tanquam  poicant  ea  munera  manes  : 
Extnida  pars  rite  pyra,  cremat  infuper  artus^ 
CoUtgit  et  cineres,  fidaque  reponit  in  urna ; 


«55 


Ut 
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For  fame  die  wretch  beneath  the  gallows  lies,     170 
Difowning  ev'ry  crime  for  which  he  dies ; 
Of  life  profiife,  tenacious  of  a  naqie, 
Fearlefs  of  death,  and  yet  afraid  of  (hame. 
Nature  has  wove  into  the  human  mind 
This  anxious  care  for  names  we  leave  behind,         175 
T'  extend  our  narrow  views  beyond  the  tomb. 
And  give  an  earneft  of  a  life  to  come : 
For  if  when  dead  we  are  but  duft  or  clay, 
Why  think  of^what  pofterity  (hall  fay? 
Her  praife  or  cenfure  cannot  us  concern,  180 

Nor  ever  penetrate  the  filent  urn. 

What  mean  the  nodding  plumes,  the  fun'ral  trtini 
And  marble  monument  that  fpeaics  in  vain. 
With  all  thofe  cares  which  ev'ry  nation  pays 
To  their  unfeeling  dead  in  diflferent  ways  f  185 

Some  in  the  flower-ftrewn  grave  the  corpfe  have  laid, 
And  annual  obfequies  around  it  paid. 
As  if  to  pleafe  the  poor  departed  (hade ; 
Others  on  blasting  piles  the  body  burn, 
And  ftore  dieir  a(hes  in  the  faithful  urn ;  190 

C  3  But 


} 
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Ut  fie  felliqufae  dunmdo  £ecula  rincsmU 

Quid  memorem  fiudu  quos  divit€  Nilus  inundaas 
Irrigat  ?  His  patrius  mos  non  exorere  flamma,         260 
Non  inhumarc  folo ;  fed  nudant  corpora  primum 
VKccribus,  terguntque ;  dehinc  vim  thuris  odoram 
Et  picis  infundunt,  lentoquc  bttumine  complent : 
Hit  demum  cxa£tts,  vittarum  tegmine  muUo 
Conftringunt,  pars  ut  fibi  quxque  cohzreat  apte )    165 
Pi£b  fupcrficiem  decorat  viventis  imago. 
Uique  adeo  ingenita  eft  fpes,  et  fiducia  cuique 
Confignata,  fore  ut  membris  jam  morte  foiutis 
Reftet  adhuc  noftri  melior  pars  ;  quam  neque  fati 
Vis  pcrimct,  nee  edax  poterit  dclere  vctuftas.  j  jq^ 

Afpice  quas  Ganges  interluit  Indieus  oras : 
lUie  gens  hominum  medios  k  mittic  in  ignes, 
Jmpatiens  vitx ;  vel  ad  ipfa  altaria  divum 
Sponte  animam  reddir,  percufla  cupidine  caeca 
Migrandi,  fedes  ubi  fata  dedere  quietas ;  f  ^^ 

Ver  ubi  pcrpctuumi  et  foles  fine  nube  fereni* 

Ncc 
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But  all  in  one  great  principle  agree, 
To  give  a  fancy'd  immortality. 

Why  (hou'd  I  mention  thofe,  whofc  ou«y  foil 
Is  rendcrM  fertile  by  th'  overflowing  Nile, 
Their  dead  they  bury  not,  nor  burn  with  fires,        19s 
No  graves  they  dig,  ereS  no  fun'ral  pyres  j 
But  waffling  firft  th'  embowel'd  body  clean, 
Gums,  fpice,  and  melted  pitch  they  pour  within  % 
Then  with  ftrong  fillets  bind  it  round  and  round. 
To  make  each  flaccid  part  compaA  and  found ;       a09 
And  laftly  paint  the  varnifh'd  furfiice  o'er 
With  the  fiune  features  whidi  in  life  it  wore : 
So  ftrong  their  prefage  of  a  future  ftate. 
And  that  our  nobler  part  furvives  the  body's  fiite. 

Nations  behold,  remote  from  reafon's  beams,       305 
Where  Indian  Ganges  rolls  his  fandy  ftreams, 
Of  life  impatient  ru(h  into  the  fire. 
And  willing  vidims  to  their  gods  expire ! 
Perfuaded  the  loos'd  foul  to  regions  flies, 
Bleft  with  eternal  fpring  and  cloudlefs  (kiei.  aio 

C  4  Nor 
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Kec  minus  uxores  fami  celebrantur  Eos : 
Kon  iliac  lacrymis,  non  fcetnineo  ululatu 
Fata  virum  plorant ;  verum  (mirabile  didu!) 
Confcenduntque  rogum,  flammaque  vorantur  eadem. 
Nimirum  credunt  veterum  flc  pofie  maricum  i8f 

Ire  ipfas  coInites^  taedamque  novare  fub  umbris. 

Afpice  qua  Boreas  aeternaque  frigora  fpiranCy 
InviAas  belle  gentes :  par  omnibus  ardor ; 
Par  lucis  contemptus  agit  per  tela,  per  ignes,  1S5 

Indomica  virtute  feros  :  hoc  concttat  ceftrum, 
Hos  verfat  ftimulos,  ecquid  nifi  dulcis  imago 
Promiilac  in  patriam  meritis  per  faecula  vitx  ? 

Adde  ifthuc  quae  de  campis  narrantur  amcenis 
Elyfii,  Stygioquc  lacu,  Phlegcthontis  ct  unda.  igo 

Fraude  lacerdotum  Cnt  hacc  confiaa;  quid  ad  rem  ? 
Non  fraudi  locus  ullus  enim  nifi  primitus  eflet 


Infita 
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Nor  is  lefs  fkm'd  the  oriental  wife 
For  ftedfaft  virtue,  and  contempt  of  life : 
Thefe  heroines  mourn  not  with  loud  female  cries 
Their  hufbands  loft,  or  with  o'erflowing  eyes ; 
But,  ftrange  to  tell !  their  funeral  piles  afcend,         21$ 
And  in  the  fame  fad  flames  their  forrows  end  ; 
In  hopes  with  them  beneath  the  (hades  to  rove^ 
And  there  renew  their  interrupted  love. 

In  climes  where  Boreas  breathes  eternal  cold, 
See  num'rous  nations,  warlike,  fierce,  and  bold,      220 
To  battle  all  unanimoufly  run. 
Nor  fire,  nor  fword,  nor  inftant  death  they  fliun : 
Whence  this  difdain  of  life  in  cv*ry  breaft, 
But  from  a  notion  on  their  minds  impreft. 
That  all  who  for  their  country  die  are  bleft?       225 
Add  too  to  thefe  the  once*prc vailing  dreams, 
Of  fweet  Elyfian  groves,  and  Stygian  ftreams  : 
All  (hew  with  what  confent  mankind  agree 
In  the  firm  hope  of  immortality. 

Grant  thefe  th*  inventions  of  the  crafty  prie(l,    ajo 
Yet  fuch  inventions  never  cou'd  fubfift, 

Unleft 


1 
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Infita  notitics,  licet  impcrfe£b,  futuri : 
Subftratum  agnofcunt  etcnim  ficta  omnia  vcrum. 

At  quia  difficile  eft  mentem  fine  corpore  quid  fit  195 
Per  fc  concipere,  et  craflTo  fejungere  fenfu, 
Corporcas  illi  tribuit  plebecula  formas  ; 
Dat  fimiles  vuUus,  dat  membra  fimiliima  veris, 
Et  certis  habitare  locis  dat  corporis  inftar. 
Unde  alii,  quibus  haec  prava  et  dclira  vidcntur,         200 
Ncc  conftat  quo  more  animus  poft  fata  fuperfit, 
Extingul  omnino  communi  funerc  cenfent. 
Vcl  quia  difcendi  ncqucunt  perferrc  laborem  ; 
Vel  quia  lurpe  putant  quidvis  nefcire  fatcri. 
Kamquc  opus  baud  tcnuc  eft  fmccrum  exccrncrc  fido* 
Difcute  fegniticm  idcirco,  ncquc  rcfpue  verum,        206 
Fabellas  propter  quas  intcrfpcrfit  iniquus 
Sive  dolus,  feu  vana  fuat  petulantia  vatum. 

Quid,  nonne  effe  Deum  confenfus  comprobat  omnis, 
Confenfus,  qui  vox  Naturs  rite  putatur?  210 

At  quam  falfa  homines,  indignaque  numine  fingunt ! 


Quippe 
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Unleis  fome  glimm 'rings  of  a  future  ftatc 

Were  with  the  mind  cozval,  and  innate : 

For  ev'ry  fiflion,  which  can  long  perfuadc, 

In  truth  muft  have  its  firft  foundations  laid.  235 

Becaufe  we  are  unable  to  conceive^ 
How  unembody'd  fouls  can  slQ,  and  live^ 
The  vulgar  give  them  forms,  and  limbs,  and  faces. 
And  habitations  in  peculiar  places  ; 
Hence  reas'ners  more  refin'd,  but  not  more  wife,    24# 
Struck  with  the  glare  of  fuch  abfurdities. 
Their  whole  exiftence  fabulous  fufpe^ 
And  truth  and  falfehood  in  a  lump  rejeA; 
Too  indolent  to  learn  what  may  be  known. 
Or  elfe  too  proud  that  ignorance  to  own.  245 

For  hard's  the  talk  the  daubing  to  pervade 
Folly  and  fraud  on  Truth's  fair  form  have  laid ; 
Yet  let  that  tafk  be  ours  ;  for  great  the  prize : 
Nor  let  us  Truth's  celeftial  charms  defpife, 
Becaufe  that  pricfts  or  poets  may  difguife.  250 


} 


That  there's  a  God  from  Nature's  voice  is  clear, 
And  yet  what  errors  to  this  truth  adhere  ! 

How 
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Quippe  humana  deo  tribtnint,  numerumque  deorum 
Multiplicant,  juxta  ac  fpes  erigit  aut  metus  angit 
Inftabiles  animos  ;  quid  enim  ?  quae  profore  credunt 
Haec  divos  fibi  prxfentes,  at  numina  laeva  21S 

Quae  metuere  putant ;  valuitque  infanta  tantum^ 
Beftiolas  ut  deformes  pro  numine,  et  ipfum 
Caepe  edam  et  pornim,  coleret  lymphata  vetuftas. 

Haec  igitur  reputans  fophiae  dux  Atticus  ille 
Affbre  praedixit  perfcAo  temporis  orbe,  220 

•  Attulit  et  nobis  aliquando  opUntibus  atas 
Auxilium  adventumque  Dei\  qui,  folis  ut  ortus, 
DiTcuteret  tenebras  animi,  et  per  caeca  viarum 
Duceret,  ipfe  regens  certo  veftigia  filo* 

Interea  multis  licuit  digncfcere  fignis  225 

Natura  monftrante,  velut  per  nubila,  verum. 
Ergo  age  qua  ducit  nos  conjedura  fequamur, 
Nee  fpemamus  opem  fi  quam  Ratio  ipfa  miniftrat. 


•  Virg.  iEn.  viii.  200. 

Haud 
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How  have  the  ftars  and  follies  of  mankind 
Now  muldply'd  their  gods,  and  now  fubjoia'd 
To  each  the  frailties  of  the  human  mind  I 
Nay,  fupcrftition  fpread  at  length  fo  wide, 
Beafts,  birds,  and  onions  too  were  deify'd. 


asSJ 


Th*  Athenian  (age,  revolving  in  his  mind  j 
This  weaknefs,  blindnefs,  madnefs  of  mankind. 
Foretold,  that  in  maturer  days,  tho'  late,  260 

When  time  (hould  ripen  the  decrees  of  Ate, 
Some  God  would  light  us,  like  the  riftng  day, 
Thro'  error's  maze,  and  chafe  thefe  clouds  away, 
Long  Hnce  has  time  fulfill'd  this  great  decree^ 
And  brought  us  aid  from  this  Divinity.  265 

Well  worth  our  fearch  difcoveries  may  be  made 
By  Nature,  void  of  this  celeftial  aid  : 
Let's  try  what  her  conjedures  then  can  reach. 
Nor  fcorn  plain  Reafon,  when  (he  deigns  to  teach. 


That 
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Haud  equidem  inficior  mentem  cum  corpore  multis 
Ctofentire  'modis  ;  lex  mutua  fcederis  ilia  eft :  230 

Aft  eadem  in  multis  difpar  fe  difparis  efle 
Naturae  probat  ac  divina  fiirpe  profe<9am. 

S«pc  vidcmuf  uti  folido  ftant  robore  vires 
Corporeaci  cum  mens  obtufior  j  invalidoquc 
Corpore  ineft  virtus  perfaepe  acerrima  mentis.  235 

Quinetiam  interitu  fi  corporis  intereat  mens, 
Confimili  pa£to  par  eft  xgrotet  ut  aegro 
Corpore,  quod  fieri  contra  quoque  faepe  videmus,  ' 

Namquc  ubi  torpefcunt  artus  jam  morte  propinqua 
Acrior  eft  acies  turn  mentis,  et  entheus  ardor ;        240 
Tempore  non  alio  facundia  fuavior,  atque 
Fatidicae  jam  tum  voces  morientis  ab  ore. 

Corporeis  porro  fi  conftat  mens  elementis. 
Qui  fit  ut  in  fomnis,  cum  claufa  foramina  fenfus. 
Nee  fpecies  externa  manet  quae  pabula  menti  245 

Sufficiat,  magis  ilia  vigens  tum  deniquc  veras 
Expromat  vires,  tum  k  plaudeniibus  alis 

4  Tollat, 
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That  mind  and  bod/^ofttn  fympathize  2f 

Is  plain ;  fuch  is  this  union  nature  ties  : 
But  then  as  often  too  they  difagree. 
Which  proves  the  fours  fuperior  progeny. 
Sometimes  the  body  in  full  ftrength  we  find, 
Whilft  various  ails  debilitate  the  mind  ;  275 

At  others,  whilft  the  mind  its  force  retains, 
The  body  ftnks  with  ficknefs  and  with  pains  : 
Now  did  one  common  fate  their  beings  end, 
Alike  they'd  ficken,  and  alike  theyM  mend* 
But  fure  experience,  on  the  flighteft  view,  289^ 

Shews  us,  that  the  reverfe  of  this  is  true ; 
For  when  the  body  oft  expiring  lies. 
Its  limbs  quite  fenfelefs,  and  half  clos'd  its  eyes. 
The  mind  new  force  and  eloquence  acquires, 
And  with  prophetic  voice  the  dying  lips  infpires.     Z85 

Of  like  materials  were  they  both  composed. 
How  comes  it,  that  the  mind,  when  fleep  has  dos'd 
Each  avenue  of  fenfe,  expatiates  wide. 
Her  liberty  rcftor'd,  her  bonds  unty'd  ? 

And 
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ToUaty  avi  fimilts,  cavea  quae  forte  recluCi 
Fertur  ad  alu  volans,  coeloque  exuluc  aperto. 

Jam  fi  corporea  eft  animi  natura,  necefle  eft        250 
Partibnrliiec  eadem  conflata  fit  infinitis ; 
Ergo  et  fenfus  erit  cuique,  et  fua  cuique  libido 
Particulae,  totidemque  animi  in  diverfii  trahentes. 
Has  inter  turbas^atque  in  certamine  tanto 
DiC)  quo  more  queat  verum  confiftere  et  aequum ;  255 
Et  vitie  tenor  unuS)  et  hxc  fibi  confcia  virtus. 

Materia  fed  forte  fitu  certaque  figura 
Vis  animi  confit;— — >tanquam  quadrata  rotundis 
Plus  (aperent }«—— partes  feu  demis  an  addis,  eodem 
Res  reditu  ac  quali  fiierint  corpufcula  forma,-——    26* 
Tantundem  ad  mentem  efiyxolor  ac  fiet  albas  an  ater. 

At  quodam  ex  motu  fit  vis  quae  cogitat  omnis  : 
Quid  non  conficiat  motus  ?  Nempe  ipfa  voluntas^ 
Difcurfus,  ratio,  rerumque  fcientia  conftant 


Veaibua 
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^nd  like  fome  bird  who  from  its  prifon  flies,  299 

Claps  her  exulting  wings,  ai)d  mount3  the  fkies« 

Grant  that  corporeal  is  the  human  mind) 
It  muft  have  parts  in  infinitum  join'd ; 
And  each  of  thefe  muft  will,  perceive^  ded^ni 
And  (draw  confus'dly  in  a  different  line;  295 

Which  then  can  claim  dominion  o*er  the  reft. 
Or  ftamp  the  ruling  paffioji(i  in  the  breaft  ? 

Perhaps  the  mi;id  is  form'd  by  various  ajt^ 
Qf  modelling  and  figuring  thefe  parts; 
Juft  as  if  circles  wifer  were  than  fquares  ;  309 

But  furely  common  fenfe  aloud  declares 
That  fite  ai>d  figure  are  ^s  fi>reign  quite 
From  mental  powers,  zf  coloiyrs  black  or  ^it^ 

Allow  that  motion  is  the  caufe  of  thoiugfat. 
With  what  ftrange   powVs    muj[l   motion  then  b^ 
fraught ;  30  c 

{Leafon,  fenfe,  fcieoce,  muft  derive  their  (puree 
^rom  the  wheel's  rapid  whirl,  or  pully's  force : 

Vql.  II,  P  To^ 
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Ve£libus  ac  trochleis ;  pueri,  credo,  adus  habena  265 
Concipit  ingcnium,  fapit  ct  fub  verbcre  turbo : 
Nee  non  lege  pari,  liquor  ut  calefadus  aheno  eft, 
Eloquii  Cumet  atque  exundat  divite  vena. 
Unde  autem  exoritur  motus  i  Mens  fcilicet  una. 
Mens,  non  corpus  iners  fens  eft  et  origo  movendi :  270 
Utque  Deus  mundum,  (ic  molem  corporis  omnem, 
Arbitrio  nutuque  fuo,  mens  dirigit  intus. 

Define  quapropter  mirari  quomodo  poiliC 
Vivere  mens  omni  detrafto  corpore,  miror 
Hoc  potius  qua  vi  poterit  labefa^  perire :  275 

Utpote  qux  nullis  condftat  partibus,  ac  non 
Divelli  queat  externo  violabilis  iStvL : 
Turn  porro  ipfa  fui  motrix  eft,  non  aliunde 
Inftindta ;  at  quodcunque  fua  virtute  movet  fe, 
Vivet  in  a^ternum,  quia  Ct  non  deferet  unquam.      280 

Verum  baud  conceptu  &cile  eft  exiftere  quidvis 
Pofle  quidcm,  formam  fi  dempferis  et  pofituram. 
Quidnam  igitur  cenfes  dc  Numine  ?  Nam  neque  for- 
mam 

Mens 


} 
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Tops  whipM  by  fchool-bojs  fages  muft  commence, 
Their  hoops,  like  them,  be  cudgel'd  into  fenfe. 
And  boiling  pots  o'erflowwith  eloquence.  310 

Whence  can  this  very  motion  take  its  birth  ? 
Not  fure  from  matter,  from  dull  clods  of  earth  ; 
But  from  a  living  fpirit  lodg'd  within. 
Which  governs  all  the  bodily  machine : 
Juft  as  th'  Almighty  Univerfal  Soul  315 

Informs,  dire^,  and  animates  the  whole. 

Ceafe  then  to  wonder  how  th'  immortal  mind 
Can  live,  when  from  the  body  quite  disjoined ; 
But  rather  wonder  if  (he  e'er  cou'd  die. 
So  fram'd,  fo  fafliionM  for  eternity ;  320 

Self-mov*d,  not  form'd  of  parts  togiether  ty'd. 
Which  time  can  diflipate,  and  force  divide  ; 
For  beings  of  this  make  can  never  die, 
Whofc   pow'rs    within    th^mfelves,    and   their  own 
eflence  lie : 


If  to  conceive  how  any  thing  can  be  325^ 

From  (hape  extr&£led  and  locality 
Is  hard ;  what  thmk  you  of  the  Deity ; 

D  2  His 


1 
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Mens  (qua  finre  licet)  recipit  divina,  nee  uOo 
Circtimfcripta  Iqco  eft,  nifi  forte  putaveris  ipfum     285 
Materiam  eflie  Deum  i  (in  vcro  Spiritus  Idem, 
Integer  et,  purufque,  et  fsece  remotus  ab  omni 
Corporis,  bumana  pariter  de  mente  putandum : 
Ecquid  enim  per  fe  poUet  magis,  aut  magis  bauftus 
Indicat  setherios,  genus  et  divinitus  ortum?  2(j9 

Aique  adeo  dum  corporei  ftant  fcrdera  oeztis^ 
Exit  fiepe  foras  tamen,  effugioque  parat  (e  ; 
Ac  veluti  terrarum  hofpes,  non  incola,  furfum 
Fertur,  et  ad  patrios  geftit  reme^re  penates. 

I  nunc>  ufuram  vitse  tniraro  caducam  ;  295 

Sedulus  hue  illuc,  ut  muTca,  nitentibus  alis 
Parvoliu,  rorem  deliba,  vefcere  et  aura 
Paulifper,  mox  in  nibilum  rediturus  et  exfpes. 
Haeccine  vitai  fumma  eft  ?  Sic  irrita  yota  ? 
Hrc  prpmiila  cadunt  ?  En  quantp  verius  ilia,  jm 

Jlla  eft  vita  bominis^  dabi^r  cum  cernere  v^nin). 


Nor, 
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ilis  Beiiig  not  the  leaft  rektioti  bears^ 

As  far  as  to  the  human  mind  appears, 

To  (hape,  or  fizc,  iimilitude,  or  place,  330 

Cloath'd  in  no  form,  and  bounded  by  no  fpace. 

Such  then  is  God,  a  fpirit  pure  refin*d 

From  all  material  drofsj  and  fiich  the  human  mind. 

For  in  wbskt  part  of  efTetice  can  we  fee 

More  certain  marks  of  immortality  ?  335 

Ev'n  from  this  dark  confinement  with  delight 

She  looks  abroad,  and  prunes  herfelf  for  flight; 

Like  an  unwilling  inmate  longs  to  roam 

From  this  dull  earth,  and  feek  her  native  home. 


} 


Go  then  forgetfu{  of  its  toil  and  flrxfe^  340 

Purftie  the  joys  of  this  falkcious  life  ; 
Like  fome  poor  fly,  who  lives  but  for  a  day. 
Sip  the  frefh  dews,  and  in  the  funfhine  play. 
And  into  nothing  then  diflolve  away. 
Are  thefe  our  great  purfuits,  is  this  to  live  t  345 

Thefc  all  the  hope*  this  much-lov*d  world  cin  give  ! 
How  much  more  worthy  envy  is  their  fate. 
Who  fearch  for  truth  in  a  fuperior  ftatc  ? 

D  3  Not 
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Non,  ut  nunc  &cimus,  fenflm,  longarque  coad! 
Ire  per  ambages  meditando,  at  protinus  tino 
Intuitu,  nebulaque  omni  jam  rebus  adempta; 

At  ne  fcire  quidem  poterit  mens,  forte  reponas^   305 
Senfibus  extindis  i  hoc  fonte  fcientia  manat ; 
Hoc  alitur  crefcitque ;  hoc  deficiente,  peribit, 

Qiiid  vero  infirmis  cum  fenfibus  arte  miniftrat 
Suppeditet  vires  fua  quas  Natura  negavit  f 
Arte  oculis  oculos  mens  ;iddidit,  auribus  aures.       310 

Hinc  fefe  in  vita  fupra  fortemque  fitumque 
Evehit  humanum;  nunc  ccelo  devocat  aftra, 
Intima  nunc  terras  referat  penetralia  vi£faix  j 
Quxque  oculos  fiigiunt,  tenuiflima  corpora  promit 
In  lucem,  panditque  novi  miracula  ipundi,  315 

Quid  porro  errores  fensAs  cum  corrigit,  et  cum 
Formamque  et  molem  mens  intervallaque  rerum 
Jwiice  fe,  contra  fensus  fuffragia  cernit  ? 
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Not  groping  ftep  by  ftep,  as  wc  purfuc, 
And  following  rcafon*s  much  entangled  clue, 
But  with  one  great,  and  inftantaneous  view. 


35«j 


But  how  can  fenfc  remain,  perhaps  you'll  fay. 
Corporeal  organs  if  we  take  away  ! 
Since  it  from  them  proceeds,  and  with  them  muft 
decay. 


> 


Why  not  ?  or  why  may  not  the  foul  receive        355 
New  organs,  fince  ev'n  art  can  thefe  retrieve  ? 
The  filver  trumpet  aids  th'  obftrufled  ear. 
And  opdc  glaflfes  the  dim  eye  can  clear ; 
Thefe  in  mankind  new  faculties  create, 
And  lift  him  far  above  his  native  ftate  ;  360 

Call  down  revolving  planets  from  the  flcy, 
Earth's  fecret  treafures  open  to  hi^eye, 
The  whole  minute  creation  make  his  own. 
With  all  the  wonders  of  a  world  unknown. 


How  cou'd  the  mind,  did  fhe  alone  depend  365 

On  fenfe,  the  errors  of  thofe  fenfes  mend  ? 

D  4  Yet 
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Konne  haec  fejundam  fenfu  vim  iigna  fatentuf. 
Semen  et  aetberium  ?  Quare  hae  compage  foluta^     yftir 
Credibile  eft  animum,  qui  nund  pr^ludia  tentat| 
Excurfufque  breves,  turn  demum  pofle  volatii 
Liberiore  frui,  verumque  excurrere  io  omne^ 

Si  quaerks  qui  fiat)  adhuc  neque  nofcere  fas  eft^ 
Nee  refert  noftra ;  fcifne  iftam  m^tris  in  alvo  32 J 

Vitam  quails  erat  ?  Num  norit  amcena  colorum 
A  ptrtu  caecus  ?  Verum  inquis  hie  quoque  iendt 
EBe  aliis,  iibi  quod  nato  ad  meliora  negatun 

Meiis  itidem  nihil  hie  terrarum  quicquid  ubiquc  eft 
Par  votis  videt  efle  fuis }  quia  omnia  focdent  33b 


P« 
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Vet  ofb|  we  (ee,  thofe  fenfes  (he  corrtSti^ 

And  oft  their  information  quite  reje£b. 

In  diftances  of  things,  their  (hapes,  and  fize. 

Our  reafon  judges  better  than  our  eyes.  j^fd 

Declares  not  this  the  foul's  pre-eminence 

Superior  to,  and  quite  di(lin£t  from  fenfe  ? 

For  fure  'tis  likely,  that,  fince  now  fo  high^ 

Clog'd  and  unfledg'd  (he  dares  her  wings  to  try, 

Loos'd  and  mature  (he  (hall  her  ftrength  difplay,     375 

And  foar  at  length  to  Truth's  refulgent  ray. 

Inquire  you  how  thefe  powVs  we  (hall  attain, 
'Tis  not  for  us  to  know )  our  fearch  is  vain : 
Can  any  now  remember  or  relate 
How  he  extfted  in  the  embryo  (bte  i  380 

Or  one  from  birth  infenfibie  of  day 
Conceive  ideas  of  the  folar  ray  ? 
That  light's  deny*d  to  him,  which  others  (6^ 
He  knows,  perhaps  you'll  fay,-*-and  fo  do  we. 

The  mind  contemplative  finds  nothing  here         385 
On  earth  that's  worthy  of  a  wiQi  or  fear : 

He, 
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Prae  forma  xtemi,  fervat  quam  pedore,  Pnlcri, 
Ingenii  cui  (it  vigor,  et  fublimia  cordis 
Hoc  ergo  exoptat  folum  fibi,  totus  in  hoc  eft : 
Abfens,  abfcntis  tabefcit  amore  perenni ; 
Congreflufque  bominum  vitans,  ut  veins  amator,     335 
£t  nemora,  et  fontes  petit,  et  fecreta  locorum  ; 
Solus  ubi  fecum  poffit  meditarier,  atque 
Nunc  Sophia,  ingences  nunc  carmine  fallere  curas. 

(^Qocirca  ille  mihi  felix  vixifie  videtur, 
Qui  poftquam  afpexit  mundi  folenne  theatrum         340 
iEquo  animo,  hunc  folem,  et  terras,  mare,  nubila,  et 

igncm ; 
Protinus  unde  abiit,  (atur  ut  conviva,  remigrat 
Nempe  hsc,  feu  tentum  vivendo  conteris  annos, 
Seu  paucos  numeras,  eadem  redeuntia  cernes  ; 
£t  nihil  his  melius,  nihil  his  fublimius  unquam :       345 
Omne  adeo  in  terris  agitur  quod  tempus,  habeto 
Ut  commune  forum ;  peregre  vel  euntibus  amplum 
Hofpitium,  temere  fluitans  ubi  viu  moratur, 
Mille  inter  nugas  jadata,  negotia  mille. 
Qui  prior  abfcedit,  portum  prior  occupat ;  Eja  !      350 
Totos  pande  (inus^  ne  forte  viatica  deiint. 

3  Quid, 
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He,  whofe  fiiblime  purfuit  is  God  and  tnttfaf 

Burns,  like  fome  abfent  and  impatient  youth. 

To  join  the  objed  of  his  warm  defires. 

Thence  to  f equefter'd  (hades,  and  ftreams  retires^  390 

And  there  delights  his  paffion  to  rehearfe 

In  Wifdom's  facred  voice,  or  in  harmonious  verfe. 

To  me  moft  happy  therefore  he  appears. 
Who  having  once,  unmov'd  by  hopes  or  fears, 
SurveyM  this  fun,  earth,  ocean,  clouds,  and  flame^  395 
Well-fatisfy'd,  returns  from  whence  he  came. 
Is  life  an  hundred  years,  or  e*er  fo  few, 
'Tis  repetition  all,  and  nothing  new : 
A  f2dT  where  thoufands  meet,  but  none  can  ftay. 
An  inn,  where  travellers  bait,  then  poft  away;        4OO 
A  fea  where  man  perpetually  is  toft. 
Now  plung'd  in  bufineis,  now  in  trifles  loft : 
Who  leave  it  firft,  the  peaceful  port  firft  gain  $ 
Hold  then !  no  farther  launch  into  the  main : 
Contra^  your  fails  ;  life  nothing  can  beftow  405 

By  long  continuance,  but  continu'd  woe : 

The 
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Quid  dlfflks  ^  fubeunt  morbique  et  acerba  hidruM 
Funera,  dt  infidiis  circum  undique  fepta  fenedus. 

Qu6  fcror  ?  Haad  ctcnim  injuffu  deccdereTas  eft 
Ulius,  hac  vitae  qui  nos  Aatione  locavit,  355 

Spemque  metamque  inter,  ducis  ut  VexHla  fequamut 
Qyicquid  crit,  Dcu$  ipfc  jubtt  fcrrc  j  ergo  fercndum*^ 

Sin  diihi  perruafum  fixumque  in  itiente  maneret 
Nil  fupereflc  rogo,  vellcm  migrarc  rcpente 
Hinc  i  et  abire  omnes  ubi,  ferius,  ocius,  a6lo  360 

Dnmate,  in  seterna  fopitl  no£te  quiefcent. 
Immo  Deus  mihi  fi  dederit  renovare  juventan^ 
Utve  Ueram  in  eunis  poflim  vagrre>  recurem. 

Non 


•  With  what  original  fublimity  of  tiought  and  language 
was  this  argument  enforced  b/  Mr.  Mafon,  in  his  Elfrida, 
before  ihh  Poem  was  poblilhed  \  Atlielweld,  on  his  mam» 
age  with  Elfrida  being  diOcovered  to  King  Edgar,  in  the 
agony  of  diftrefs  intimates  the  dreadful  purpofe  of  fuicide, 
from  which  the  Choms  difluades  him  in  the  following  moft 
beautiful  lines : 

— — — —  Forbear,  forbear  i 

Think  what  a  fea  of  deep  perdition  whelms 

The  wretch's  trembling  foul,  whoJaunchcs  forth 

Unlicensed  to  Eternity.    Thinks  think» 

And 
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The  wretched  privilege  daily  to  deplore 

The  fun'rals  of  our  friends,  who  go  before : 

Difeafes,  pains,  anxieties,  and  cares. 

And  age  furroundcd  with  a  thoufand  fnares.  41^ 

But  whither  hurry'd  by  a  genVous  fcom 
Of  this  vain  world,  ah  whither  am  I  borne  ? 
Let's  not  unbid  th'  Alnajghty's  ^andard  quit, 
Howe'er  fevere  our  poft,  we  muft  fubmit* 

CouM  I  a  firm  perfuafion  once  attain  415 

That  after  death  no  Being  wou'd  remain  } 
To  thofe  dark  (hades  Pd  willingly  defcend. 
Where  all  muft  fleep,  this  drama  at  m  end  : 
Nor  life  accept  altho*  renewed  by  Fate 
£v'n  from  its  earlieft,  and  its  happieft  ftatet  429 

And  let  the  thought  reftrain  thy  in^pioas  hand. 
The  race  of  Man  is  one  vaft  marfhaird  army, 
Summon'd  to  pafs  the  fpacious  realms  of  time  ; 
Their  leader  the  Almighty,     In  that  march. 
Ah  !  who  may  quit  his  pod  ?  ^hen  high  in  air 
The  cbos'n  Archangel  rides,  whofe  right  hand  wields 
Th'  imperial  (landed  of  Heav'n's  Providence, 
Which,  d|;adly  fweeping  through  the  vaulted  fky^ 
O'crfhadows  all  creatipn.      fi. 

Might 
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Non  fi  contingant  vitam  quaecunque  beirint; 
Ingenii  yis>  eloquium,  pnidentia,  mores^  365 

Invidiii  fine  partus  honos,  longo  ordine  nati, 
Qaii  omnes,  patria  pariter  virtute,  fuaque ; 
Non  tanta  mercede  ifthac,  dignarer  eandem 
Ire  viam  toties,  et  eodem  volvier  orbe : 
Splendidiora  quidem  mens  expedt ;  31ius  altis         370 
Par  votis  nil  eft  mutabiley  nil  periturum. 


LIBER 
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Might  I  from  Fortune's  bounteous  hand  receive 
Each  boon,  each  bleffing  in  her  pow*r  to  gire, 
Genius,  and  fcience,  morals,  and  good  fenie, 
Unenvy'd  honors,  wit,  and  eloquence, 
A  numerous  ofFspring  to  the  world  well  known      495 
Both  for  paternal  virtues,  and  their  own : 
Ev'n  at  this  mighty  price  Vd  not  be  bound 
To  tread  die  fame  dull  circle  round,  and  round  ; 
The  foul  requires  enjoyments  more  fublime^ 
By  fpace  unbounded,  undeftroy'd  by  time.  439 


BOOK 
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LIBER    S  ECUNDUS, 

TT^  R  G  O  aliis  Oeus  iq  rebus  quafcunque  creavit 
'^^^  Argumenta  ^nimi  dedit  baud  obfcifra  benigni ; 
Omnibus,  excipias  modo  nos,  licet  efle  beatis. 
Nos,  opus  in  terris  princeps^  nos  mentis  in^ago 
Divinae,  poenis  nos  cxercemur  iniquis  ^ 

Hfifd  ita  ;-^ong^  abflnt  ifti  de  pumine  queft^s, 

Attaipen  humanam  mecum  circumfpice  vltam  | 
Agnofces,  quanta  yrgeat  undique  turba  malorum> 
^on  hunc,  aut  ilium,  fert  ut  Fortuna ;  fed  omne 
Paene  catervatim  genus,  ac  difcrimine  nullo.  |o 

Millia  quot  belli  rabies,  quot  fseva  tyrannis 
Corpora  dat  morti,  duris  oneratve  catenis ; 
Inque  dies,  varias  cruciandi  excogitat  artes  ! 
Quid,  quos  dira  fames,  ad  vidum  ubi  cun^  fuperfunt^ 
Abfumit  miferos,  aut  quos  vis  effera  morbi  |e 

Qqrfifit^  aut  lento  paulatim  angore  peredi^ 

Inibntes  ? 
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BOOK       It. 

#^  O  D  then  thro*  all  creation  gives,  wc  find, 

^^  SuflScicnt  marks  of  an  indulgent  mind. 

Excepting  in  ourfelves  ;  ourfelves  of  all 

His  works  the  chief  on  this  terreftrial  ball, 

His  own  bright  image,  who  alone  unbleft  jj 

Ftel  ills  perpetual,  happy  all  the  reft* 

But  hold,  prefumptuous  !  charge  not  Heav*n's  decree 

With  fuch  injuftice,  fuch  partiality. 


Yet  true  it  is,  furvey  we  life  around. 
Whole  hofts  of  ills  on  ev'ry  fide  arc  found  ;  l9 

Who  wound  not  here  and  there  by  chance  a  foc) 
But  at  the  fpecies  meditate  the  blow : 
What  millions  perilh  by  each  other's  hands 
In  War's  fierce  rage  ?  or  by  the  dread  commands 
Of  tyrants  languifli  out  their  lives  in  chains,  15 

Or  lofe  them  in  variety  of  pains  I 
What  numbers  pinch'd  by  want  and  hunger  die^ 
In  fpite  of  Nature's  liberality  ? 

Vol*  U.  E  (Thofc, 
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Infontes  i  neque  enim  dignabor  dicerc,  vulgo 
Quot  Venus  aut  Vinum  peflundedit  ac  fua  culpa* 

Quid  profit  Virtus  ?  ran£h>ruin  ubi  prxmia  monim  ? 
Virtuti  tribuo  quamtum  licet ;  ut  male  vitae,  20 

Quae  prohibere  nequit,  doceat  lenire  ferendo ; 
Spc  recreet  meliore  ;  hominem  fibi  concilietque  § 
Irarum  et  tumidos  et  amorum  temperet  aeftus  : 
Verum  adeo  non  tutela  eft,  certufque  iatelles 
Contra  omnes  cafus,  Cepe  ut  (fi  dicere  &s  eft)  25 

Sxpe  etiam  et  Virtus  in  aperta  pericula  mittat. 
Expedit  eile  malis,  dominum  qui  ferre  fuperbum 
Coguntur  :  probitatem  omnes  odere  tyranni. 
Quam  multi  bene  promeriti  de  civibus,  horum 
Quos  confervarunt  caeco  periere  furore  !  30 

Jam  vero  ingenio  fi  quis  valet,  omnis  in  ilium 
Invida  conjurat  plebecula  ^  dente  parati 


Rodere 
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(Hiofe,  ftill  more  numerous,  I  to  name  difdain, 
By  lewdnefs  and  intemperance  juftly  flain ;)  20 

What  numbers  guiltlefs  of  their  own  difeafe 
Are  fnatch'd  by  fudden  deaths  or  wafte  by  flow  de« 
grecs  ? 

Where  then  is  Virtue's  well  deferv'd  reward  !-— 
Let's  pay  to  Virtue  ev'ry  due  regard. 
That  (he  enables  man,  let  us  confefs,  25 

To  bear  thofe  evils,  which  (he  can't  redrtfs, 
Gives  hope,  and  confcious  peace,  and  can  aiTuage 
Th'  impetuous  tempefts  both  of  luft  and  rage  i 
Yet  (he's  a  guard  fo  far  from  being  fure, 
That  oft  her  friends  peculiar  ills  endure :  30 

Where  Vice  prevails  fevercft  is  their  fete^ 
Tyrants  purfue  them  with  a  three-fold  hate  ; 
How  many  fttuggling  in  their  country's  caufe, 
And  from  their  country  meriting  applaufe, 
Have  fall'n  by  wretches  fond  to  be  inflav'd,  35 

And  perilh'd  by  the  hands  themfelves  had  favM  ? 
Soon  as  fuperior  worth  appears  in  view, 
See  knaves  and  fools  united  to  purfue  I 

£  a  Tht 


Rodere  vipereo,  hmxqiic  afpergere  virus. 
Fac  porro  ut  meritis  obftantem  dif&pet  umbrara  i 
Muneraque  emergens  vix  demum  publica  tradet :     35 
Sudandum  ingrata  eft  bominum  pro  gente,  ferendum 
Probrorum  genus  omne,  adeunda  pericula,  vel  quae 
Seditio  attulerit  vulgi,  ambitiove  potentum. 
Audlat  haec,  fibi  qui  nomen,  qui  pofcit  honores  ; 
Demens ;  nee  novic  fe  quanta  incommoda  cingant.   4# 

Vivitur  an  melius  privatim  ?  Non  minus  ifthic, 
Cernis  ut  ira,  libido,  fcelus  dominentur  ubique ; 
Fraus  et  amicitlam  fimulans;  livorque  malignus  ; 
Jurgiaque  iiifidiasque,  et  iniquse  ratia  legis. 

Attamen  eft,  vitae  lenimen,  amabilis  uxor  s  45 

Lxtus  agis  fecura  domefticus  otia ;  dulces 
Arrident  circum,  properant  et  ad  ofcula  nati  i 
Mox  obrepentis  decus  et  tutela  fene^. 

Hic  eft  aut  nufquam  quod  quxrimus ;  efto^  fed  iftbaec 
Nullxne  interea  cornimpunt  gaudia  curae  ?  50 

Quid 
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The  man  fo  formed,  thej  all  confpire  to  blame. 

And  Envy's  pois'nous  tooth  attacks  his  fame ;  40 

Shou'd  he  at  length,  fo  truly  good  and  great, 

Prevail,  and  rule  with  honeft  views  the  ftatc. 

Then  muft  he  toil  for  an  ungrateful  race^ 

Submit  to  clamor,  libels,  and  difgrace, 

Threatened,  opposed,  defeated  in  his  ends,  45 

By  foes  feditious,  and  afpiring  friends. 

Hear  this,  and  tremble  !  all  who  wou'd  be  great, 

Yetknownotwhatattends  that  dang'rous  wretched  ftate. 

Is  private  life  from  all  tfiefe  evils  free  ? 
Vice  of  all  kinds,  rage,  envy  there  we  fee,  50 

Deceit,  that  Friendfhip's  mafk  infidious  wears, 
Quarrels,  and  feuds,  and  laws  entangling  fhares,  . 

But  there  are  pleafures  ftill  in  human  life, 
Domeftic  eafe,  a  tender  loving  wife. 
Children,  whofe  dawning  fmiles  your  heart  engage,  55 
The  grace  and  comfort  of  foft-ftealing  age : 

If  happinefs  exifts,  'tis  furcly  here, 
But  are  thcfe  joys  exempt  from  care  and  fear  ? 

£  Need 
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Quid  mala  commemorem,  fi  quando^  y t  faepius,  ambot 

Pifcolor  ingenium  ftudia  in  contraria  ducat  ? 

Adde  quod  in  trutina  mores  expendere  jufta 

Haud  facile,  ante  ineunt  quam  fcedus  uterque  jugale  : 

Nee  fi  poeniteat,  fas  eft  abnimpere  vinclum  i  55 

Sors  at  dura  manet ;  conjeda  eft  alea  vitae* 

^  Praeterea  natos  ecquis  prseftabit  honefto 
Ingenio  imbutos,  pulcrique  boniquc  tenaces  i 
Sin  hac  parte  tuis  refpondent  omnia  votis  ; 
Heu !  minimc  cum  reris,  in  ipfo  flore  juventae,  60 

Mors  inopiqa  domus  fpem  protinus  abripit  omnem. 

At  non  haec  Virtus  mala  parturit:  immo  fatemur, 
Munia  fi  peragat  fua  quifque  fidelitur,  elTet 
Nil  potius  Virtute  ;  redirent  aurea  jam  turn 
Saecula  i  verum  aevo  non  viverc  contigit  aureo.         65 

His  animadverfis,  quidara  primordia  mundi 
Bina,  Deos  iingunt  binos ;  quorum  alter  iniquo 
Praeditus  ingenio>  fcelus  omne  immittit  in  orbemj 
Alter  opem  praefens  afiert,  medicina  malorum. 
flinc  yarius  vitae  colpr^  bine  pravique  boniquc  70 
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Need  I  the  miferiiss  of  that  ftate  declare) 
When  difF'rent  paffions  draw  the  wedded  pa'ir  ? 
Or  (ay  how  hard  thofe  paffions  to  dilcern^ 
Ere  the  dye's  caft,  and  'tis  too  late  to  learn  I 


60 


Who  can  infure,  that  what  is  right,  and  good, 
Thefe  children  (hall  purfue  ?  or  if  they  (hou'd, 
Death'  comes  when  leaft  you  fear  fo  black  a  day,      65 
And  all  your  blooming  hopes  are  fnatchM  away. 


We  fay  not,  that  thefe  ills  From  Virtue  flow} 
Did  her  wife  precepts  rule  the  world,  we  know 
The  golden  ages  would  again  begin  ; 
But  'tis  our  lot  in  this  to  fuiFer,  and  to  (in. 


70 


Obferving  this,  fome  fages  have  decreed 
That  all  things  from  two  caufes  muft  proceed  5 
Two  principles  with  equal  pow'r  endu'd, 
This  wholly  evil,  that  fupremely  good. 
From  this  arife  the  miferies  we  endure,  75 

Whilft  that  adminifters  a  friendly  cure  ; 
Hence  life  is  chequerM  (till  with  blifs  and  woe, 
Hence  tares  with  golden  crops  promifcuous  growy 

£  4  And 
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Mifta  feges,  rofeifque  latens  malus  anguls  in  hords* 

Siccine  res  ergo  eft  confeda  ?  Sed  ilia  poteftas, 

Quxfierim,  par  fit,  quam  Dis  adfcribis,  an  impar : 

Si  par  ilia  quidem,  ruerunt  sut  cun<^a  repente 

In  Chaos  antiquum,  nihil  aut  potuiflet  oriri;  75 

Quippc  bonum  res  eft  Temper  contraria  pravo : 

Sin  impar,  mora  nulla  foret  quln  cederet  alter 

Alterius  vi  debellatus,  et  omnia  deinceps 

Deleret  vidor  prifcae  veftigia  litis. 

Aufer  abhinc  igitur  ftulta  hxccommcnta  Magorum,  8^ 

Et  qux  cflcnofus  fert  monftra  biformia  Nilus, 

Stoicus  an  melius  ?  Ncmpe  hie  non  efTe  bonorum 
Ii)  numero  cenfet,  nos  quae  miramur  ineptc : 
Divitias,  famam,  quodcunque  acccflerit  extra. 
Pro  nihilo  fapiens  habet  j  aut  haec  poflidct  unus  ;       85 
Poflidet,  ignotus  licet  ac  pauperrimus  ;  Euge ! 
Quam  pulcrum  fepere  eft  !  fimili  ratione  dolorem 
Haud  putat  efTe  malum,  fibi  confentaneus  i(lem. 
Comburas  igni ;  tradas  ferwvc  fccandum  : 
)n  cruce  fufiigas ;  nunquam  extprquebis^  m  jfthaec    90 
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AncI  pois'nous  (erpents  make  their  dead  repofe 
beneath  the  covert  of  the  fragrant  rofe.  !• 

Can  fuch  a  fyftem  fatisfy  the  mind  ? 
Are  both  thefe  Gods  in  equal  pow'r  conjoin'd. 
Or  one  fuperior  ?  Equal  if  you  fay, 
Chaos  returns,  fince  neither  will  obey  j 
Is  one  fuperior  i  good  or  ill  muft  reign,  85 

Eternal  joy,  or  everlailing  pain. 
Which  e'^r  is  cohquerM  muft  entirely  yield. 
And  the  victorious  God  enjoy  the  field  : 
Hence  with  thefe  fidions  of  the  Magics  brain  ! 
Hence  ouzy  JNile^  with  all  bcr  monftrous  tr^in  !       90 

Or  comes  the  Stoic  nearer  to  the  right  ? 
He  holds,  that  whacfoever  yields  delight, 
Wealth,  feme,  externals  all,  are  ufelefs  things ; 
Himfelf  half  ftarving  happier  far  than  kings. 
'Tis  fine  indeed  to  be  fo  wond'rous  wife  !  95 

By  the  fame  reafoning  too  he  pain  denies ; 
Roaft  him,  or  flea  him,  break  him  on  the  wheel, 
Jletraft  he  will  not,  tho'  he  can't  but  feel : 

Pain's 
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Efle  mala  agnofcat:  Quidnam  ergo?  Incommoda  dicit. 
Quid  tibi  vifa  valetudo  ?  Quid  gratia  formae, 
Stoice?  Quid  validae  vires  ?  Sunt  haec  bona,  necne  ? 
Non  optanda  quidem  funt,  at  fumenda ;  Sophiftam 
Quia  ferat  hunc,  verbis  non  re  diveria  docentem  ?     95 

Quid  multa  ?  Externis  fine  rebus  pofle  beate 
Viyere  te  fperes,  fi  nil  nifi  fpiritus  efles : 
Interea  quinam  fis  Stoice,  nofle  memento ; 
Natus  homo  es,  qui  mente  itidemque  ex  corpore  coa« 
ftat. 

Sin  verb,  acciderint  quscunque  extrinfecus,  ifthaec  100 
Dat  Fortuna'adimitque  ;  benigna,  maligna  viciffim 
Nunc  mihi  nunc  alii ',  neque  funt  quae  noilra  vocemus  $ 
Quid  fapiente  illo  fiet,  qui  non  minus  ac  nos 
Momento  dubiae  fluitat  mutabilis  horae  ? 
Vim  porro  banc  anim!,  pendent  unde  omnia  quae  Tu 
Exoptanda  putas,  quam  faepe  retundere  morbus,      106 
Saepe  (blet  delere,  ut  vix  veftigia  reftent ! 


nie 
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pain's  not  an  ill,  he  utters  with  a  groan ; 

What  then  ?  an  inconvenience  'tis,  he*ll  own :        lOO 

What  vigour,  health,  and  beauty  i  are  thefe  good  i 

No :  they  may  be  accepted,  not  purfued  : 

Abfurd  to  fquabble  thus  about  a  name. 

Quibbling  with  difPrent  words  that  mean  the  famCy 

Stoic,  were  you  not  fram'd  of  flefh  and  blood,         105 

You  might  be  bleft  without  external  good  ) 

But  know,  be  felf-fufficient  as  you  can. 

You  are  not  fpirit  quite,  but  frail,  and  mortal  man. 

But  flnce  thefe  fages,  fo  abfurdly  wife, 
Vainly  pretend  enjoyments  to  deipife,  1 10 

Becaufe  externals,  and  in  Fortune's  powVy 
Now  mine,  now  thine,  the  bleflings  of  an  hour  ; 
Why  value  then,  that  ftrength  of  mind,  they  boaft. 
As  often  varying,  and  as  quickly  loft  ? 
A  head-ach  hurts  it,  or  a  rainy  day,  115 

And  a  flow  fever  wipes  it  quite  away. 


See 
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Ifle  edam  qui  confiliis,  ille  alter  et  armis 
Rem  qui  reftituit,  cum  fpes  baud  uUa,  Britannam, 
Teftantur  quantum  virtus,  fapientia  quantum  1 1# 

Poffit,  et  ingenii  quam  fit  flos  ipfc  caducum. 

Turn  porro  ille  recens,  quern  poftera  vidimus  ztas, 
Scribendi  omne  tulit  qui  pundum,  five  facetas 
Mimi  ageret  partes,  feu  rhetoris  atque  poetae  ; 
Eheu !  Quantus  erat !  Nee  longum  tempus,  et  idem  115 
'DefuD&SL  fpirans  jam  mente,  fiiique  fiiperftes  : 
Ufque  adeo  extemis  nihil  inviolabile  telis. 

Condonanda  tamen  fententia,  Stoice,  vefira  eft : 
Nam  fi  poft  obitum  neque  praemia  fint  neque  pcenae, 
Heu  !  quo  perventum  eft  !  Heu  quid  jam  denique  re-i 
ftat!  120 

Scilicet  humanas  gent  aut  res  Numen  inique, 
Aut  nil  curat,  incrs;  aut,  fi  bene  tcmperat  orbero» 
Nemo  bonus  mifer  eft,  nemo  improbus  eile  beatu^ 
In  vita  poffity  gens  ut  fibi  Stoica  fingit. 


O  csecas 
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See  *  ohe  whofe  councils,  one  f  wfaofc  conqu'ri^ng. 
hand 
Once  fav'd  Britannia's  almoft  finking  land : 
Examples  of  the  mind*s  extenfive  pow'r^ 
Examples  too  how  quickly  fades  that  flowV*  12^ 

Him  let  me  add,  whom  late  we  faw  excel 
X  In  each  politer  kind  of  writing  well ; 
Whether  he  ftrove  our  follies  to  expofe 
In  ea(y  verfe,  or  droll,  and  hum'rous  profe  ; 
Few  years  alas  !  compel  his  throne  to  quit  125 

This  mighty  monarch  o'er  the  realms  of  wit, 
See  felf-furviving  he's  an  ideot  grown  ! 
A  melancholy  proof  our  parts  are  not  our  own. 

Thy  tenets.  Stoic,  yet  we  may  forgive. 
If  in  a  future  ftate  we  ceafe  to  live.  I30 

For  here  the  virtuous  fuiFer  much,  'tis  plain  s 
If  pain  is  evil,  this  muft  God  arraign  ; 
And  on  this  principle  confefs  we  muft. 
Pain  can  no  evil  be,  or  God  muft  be  unjuft. 


•Lord  Somers.  f  Dukeof MarlboroogL 

I  Dean  Swift. 
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Res  reditu  omnino  fi  mortc  cxtinguimur  omnes. 
Quodcunque  eft  fit  rite,  veils  fi  cernere  fiimmam  ;  14^ 
Contra,  fi  noftri  nihil  ultra  funera  vivit. 
Vir  bonus  et  fapiens  vitam  connedet  utramque. 
At  funt,  hoerentes  verborum  in  cortice  nudo. 
Singula  qui,  non  rerum  ingens  fyftema  tuentur, 
Atque  hodierna  omnem  cogunt  in  tempora  fcenam.  150 
Advolat  hue  furum  turba  omnis,  et  omnis  adulter  ', 
Hanc  (ibi  perfugio  petit  et  ficarius  aram. 

Scilicet  ipfe  rato  ftatuit  Deus  ordine  leges, 
Quas  temerare  poteft  nemo ;  probus  improbus  an  fit 
Quid  refert  ?  nihil  hic  refcinderc  homuncio  poffit,    155 
Nil  mucare  ^  fiium  fervant  res  ufque  tcnorem. 

Die  mihi  quas  leges  narras,  quive  ifte  fit  ordo? 
Altera  namque  homini  eft,  animalibus  altera  bruds  ; 
Altera  lex  rerum  maffae  rationis  egenti. 

Eft  fiia  materiae  gravitas ;  hinc,  non  propria  vi  t6^ 
Attrahit,  attrahitur ;  varies  hinc  incita  motus 
Conficit,  hinc  ftat  coropages  et  machina  mundi. 

Quid 
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The  inference  then,  that  clofes  this  debate^  . 

Is,  that  thete  muft  exift  a  future  ftate.  15S 

The  wife  extending  their  enquiries  wide 

See  how  both  ftates  are  by  connc£tion  tyM ; 

Fools  view  but  part,  and  not  the  whole  furvcyj 

So  crowd  exigence  all  into  a  day. 

Hence  are  they  led  to  hope,  but  hope  in  vaihj  160 

That  juftice  never  will  refume  her  reign  ; 

On  this  vain  hope  adulterers,  thieves  rely. 

And  to  this  altar  vile  aflaffins  fly. 

*'  But  rules  not  God  by  general  laws  divine: 

"  Man's  vice  or  virtue  change  not  the  defigh :"     165 

What  laws  arc  thefe  ?  inftruft  us  if  you  can  :  — — 

There's  one  defighM  for  briites,  and  one  for  man : 

Another  guides  ihaftiVe  matter^s  coiirfei 

Attrading^  and  attra£led  by  its  force  : 

Hence  mutual  gravity  fubfifts  between  1 70 

Far  diftant  Worlds,  and  tic^  the  Vaft  machine. 


Vol.  II. 
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Quid  dicam  quibus  eft  viue  fpirabile  donum, 
Alituum  genus  an  pecudes ;  an  feva  ferarum 
Semina  s  foecundo  vel  quae  fovet  ubere  pontus  ?       165 
Non  horum  quivis  temere  et  fine  lege  vagatur  ; 
Quin,  five  afflatu  divinae  contigit  aurae, 
Seu  rationis  habent  quantum  defiderat  ufus. 
His  aliqua  prodire  tenus  datur ;  £n  fibi  folers 
Quifque  parat  vidum  ;  fua  traSat  gnaviter  arma  i  lye 
Atque  edit  foetus,  atque  efca  nutrit  arnica 
Quos  peperit,  prodeft  teneris  dum  cura  parentum. 
Hie  labor,  haec  vitae  eft  omnis  dulcedo ;  nee  ultra 
Aut  eupit  aut  metuit,  fatis  hoc  in  munere  felix, 

Latlor  aft  homini  campus  patet;  lUe,  fagaei         175 
Ingenio,  Artificis  dignofcit  figna  fupremi, 
Immenfum  per  opus,  tot  miris  fertile,  mundum. 
Talibus  indiciis,  rerum  dominumque  patremque 
Ille  in  vota  vocat;  pulerique  imbutus  amore 
Exemplar  fibi  divinum  proponit,  ut  inde  180 

Poilit  et  ipfe  fuos  imitandb  effingere  mores. 
Pulcrius  utque  nihil,  nihil  ut  divinius  eft  quaoc 
Profpiciens  aliis  Bonitas,  diftufaque  late  ', 

lUe 
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The  laws  of  life,  why  need  I  call  to  mind, 
Obey'd  by  birds,  and  hta&s  of  every  kind  ? 
By  all  the  (andy  defarts  favage  brood. 
And  all  the  num'rous  offspring  of  the  flood  ;  175 

Of  thefe  none  uncontroul'd,  and  lawlefs  rove, 
But  to  fome  deftin'd  end  fpontaneous  move  : 
Led  by  that  inftind,  heav'n  itfelf  infpires. 
Or  fo  much  reafon,  as  their  ftate  requires  ; 
See  all  with  Mil  acquire  their  daily  food,  180 

All  ufe  thofe  arms,  which  nature  has  beftow'd  ; 
Produce  their  tender  progeny,  and  feed 
With  care  parental,  whilft  that  care  they  need  ; 
In  thefe  lovM  offices  compleatly  bleft, 
No  hopes  beyond  them,  nor  vain  fears  moleft.        185 

Man  o'er  a  wider  field  extends  his  views  ; 
God  thro'  the  wonders  of  his  works  purfues, 
Exploring  thence  his  attributes,  and  laws, 
Adores,  loves,  imitates  th'  Eternal  caufe  ; 
For  fure  in  nothing  we  approach  fo  nigh  190 

The  great  example  of  divinity, 

F  2  As 
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Ille  aliena,  fibi  putat  baud  aliena ;  nee  axem 

Vertitur  ufqae  faum  circa,  fibi  providus  uni ;  185 

At  patriam,  at  genus  omne  homiaum,  genus  omne  ani- 

mantum,  ' 

Ingenti,  fe  difFundens^  compleditur  orbe. 

Haec  ftabilivU  Item  Natura  perennia  vitae 
Jura,  hominum  per  fefe  inopem  cum  finxit ;  ut  alter 
Alterius  depofcat  opem,  et  fua  quifque  viciffim        t^ 
Confilia  in  medium  promat,  fermone  miniftro. 
Confer  cum  reliquis  etenim  viventibus  ;  Ecquid 
Eft  hominis  forma  magis  ad  tutamen  inerme  ? 
Quanta  fed  huic  virtus  et  inexpugnabile  robur; 
Si  communis  amor,  gravitas  velut,  alligat  uno  195 

Fcedere,  confociatque  inter  fc  diiEta  membra  ? 

Lex  igitur,  lex  hsec  animis  infculpta,  benigna 
Haec  nutu  fancita  Dei  eft ;  banc  coroprobat  ipia^ 
Utilitas  i  hue  quemque  trahit  nativa  voluptas 
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As  in  benevdence :  the  patriot's  foul 

Knows  not  felf-center'd  for  itfelf  to  roll, 

But  warms,  enlightens,  animates  the  whole  : 

Its  mighty  orb  embraces  firft  his  friends,  195  * 

His  country  next,  then  man  $  nor  here  it  ends 

But  to  the  meapeft  animal  defcends. 


} 


Wife  Nature  has  this  foclal  law  confirm*d 
By  forming  man  fo  helplefs,  and  unarm'd ; 
His  want  of  others'  aid,  and  pow'r  of  fpeech  200 

T'  implore  that  aid  this  leflbn  daily  teach : 
Mankind  with  other  animals  compare. 
Single  how  weak,  and  impotent  they  are  ! 
But  view  them  in  their  complicated  ftate. 
Their  pow'rs  how  wond'rous^  and  their  ftrength  how 
great,  ^05 

When  focial  virtue  individuals  joins. 
And  in  one  folid  mafs,  like  gravity  combines  I' 

This  then's  the  firft  great  law  by  Nature  giv'n, 
Stamp'd  on  our  fouls,  and  ratify'd  by  Hcav'n  5 
All  from  utility  this  law  approve,  210 

As  ev'ry  private  blifs  muft  fpring  from  focial  love. 

F  3  Why 
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Quorfum  abeunt  tamen  ifta  ?  Viddbe  effraena  libid«^ 
Vel  mala  confuetudo,  vel  ip(a  infcida,  quantas        2ai 
Dent  late  ftrages,  hominum  pars  quantula  felix  ! 
Contemplator  enim,  qua  fol  oriturve,  caditve ; 
Aut  loca  quae  Boreas,  aut  quae  tenet  ultimus  Aufter  ; 
Perpetuove  jacet  tellus  ubi  torrida  ab  igni :  205 

Quanu  ibi  pauperies  et  inertia  !  quanta  ferinis 
Offula  eft  animis  caligo,  infanus  et  error  ! 
Vix  hominis,  praeter  formam,  veftigia  cernas. 

Quid  nos,  uberiora  Deus  quibus  ipfe  (alutis 

Lumina  dat,  ducitque  manu,  fan6liflima  cuftos^       2I9 
Relligio ;  ducit,  non  vi  trabit  imperiofa  ? 
Ecce  renitentes  jubar  immortale  diemque 
Odimus  oblatam,  commeniaque  vana  tenemus  ; 
Vana  Sophiftarum  glofTemata,  luce  relidla. 
His  pro  quifquiliis  beu  !  digladiamur,  ut  aris>  215 

Implacabiliter  :  quot  cxdes  inde,  cruorque 
Fraternus  !  Pietas  quot  parturit  impia  hSta,  I 

Ufque  adeo  morum  vitiofa  licentia  mifcet 
Fas  omne  atque  nefas,  grafTata  impune  per  orbeoL' 

3  nia 
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Why  deviate  then  fo  many  from  this  law  ? 
See  paiSons,  cuftom,  vice,  and  folly  draw  ! 
Survey  the  rolling  globe  from  eaft  to  weft. 
How  few,  alas  I  how  very  few  are  Weft  ?  .  215 

Beneath  the  frozen  poles,  and  burning  line, 
What  poverty  and  indolence  combine, 
To  cloud  with  error's  mifts  the  human  mind  I 
No  trace  of  man,  but  in  the  form  we  find. 

And  are  we  free  from  error  and  diftrefs,  22e 

Whom  Heav'n  with  clearer  light  has  pleas'd  toblefs? 
Whom  true  religion  leads  ?  (for  flie  but  leads 
By  foft  perfuafion,  not  by  force  proceeds ;) 
Behold  how  we  avoid  this  radiant  fun. 
This  proffer'd  guide  how  obftinately  fliun,  225 

And  after  Sophiftry's  vain  fyftems  run  ! 
For  thefe  as  for  eflentials  we  engage 
In  wars,  and  ipaflacrcs  with  holy  rage  ; 
Brothers  by  brothers*  impious  hands  are  flain, 
Miftaken  zeal,  how  favagc  is  thy  reign !  230 

Unpunifli'd  vices  here  fo  much  abound, 
All  right,  and  wrong,  all  order  they  confound ; 

F  4  Thefe 
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Ilia  gigantea  eft  vis,  quae  refcindere  ccelum  22a 

Conatur,  montefque  imponere  montibus  audet. 
Alpicit  hatC)  Deus  an  nequicquam  fulmina  librat  ? 
Pedora  an  humani  nihil  immortalia  tangit  ? 
Afpicit ;  improperata  licet,  fua  quemque  fequentur 
Prxmia   pro  mqritis;   neque   poena  incerta  n^orando 
eft  225 

Haud  equidem  humanis  dubito  quin  nunc  quoqqe 
rebus 
Ipfe  interveniat  Deus,  et  ne  funditus  omnis 
Intereat  fenfus  divini  Vindicis,  edat 
Per  gentes  excmpla  modis  infignia  miris. 
Parcius  ifta  tamcn  ;  non,  ut  temcraria  fingit  230 

Ufquc  Superftitio,  torquet  quae  Numinis  iram 
In  quofcunque  velit,  fuaque  eripit  arma  Tonanti. 

Nee  fum  animi  ignarus  quid  mens  fibi  confcia  poiHt} 
Ut  neque  fit  virtus  jam  nunc  mercedc  fine  uUa, 
Nee  nullas  dum  vita  manet  des,  imprcbe,  poenas ;    235 
Quanquam  homines  fallas  haud  te  tamenefFugis  ipfe  : 

T? 
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Thcfc  are  the  giants,  who  the  gods  defy, 

And  mountains  heap  on  mountains  to  the  (ky  5 

gees  this  th'  Almighty  Judge,  or  feeing  fpares,        335 

And  deems  the  crimes  of  man  beneath  his  cares  i 

He  fees ;  and  will  at  laft  rewards  beftow. 

And  punifliments,  not  lefs  affur'd  for  being  flow. 

Nor  doubt  I,  tho*  this  ftatc  confusM  appears, 
That  ev'n  in  this  God  fometimes  interferes  ;  2/^m 

Sometimes,  led  man  (hou'd  quite  his  pow'r  difown. 
He  makes  that  power  to  trembling  nations  known : 
But  rarely  this;  not  for  eaph  vulgar  end, 
^s  Superftitioi^'s  idle  tales  pretet^d. 
Who  thinks  all  foes  to  God  who  are  her  own,        245 
Direds  hjs  tbunder,  and  ufurps  bis  throne* 

Nor  know  I  not  how  much  a  confcious  mind 
Avails  to  punifli,  or  reward  mankind  ; 
Ev'n  in  this  life  thou,  impious  wretch,  mull  feel 
The  fury's  fcourges,  and  th*  infernal  wheel ;  250 

]From  man's  tribunal,  tho'  thou  hop'ft  to  run, 
Thyfelf  thou  can'ft  not,  nor  thy  confcJencc  (hun  : 

2  WHiat 
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Tc  Dirae  tiltrlces  agitant,  te  Cura  remordet 

Sanra  comes,  memorique  habitat  fub  pe6tore  vindtx. 

Quid  tibi  (xpe  graves  cum  morbi^  debita  luxus 
Dona,  ptbifes  lentar,  tormenta  et  acuta  podagrse,     240 
Atqtie  tumens  hydrops,  fpafmurque,  urenfque  marafmus 
Incttbuere,  cohors  funefta  ?  hinc  degitur  xvi 
Portto  (1  qua  manet  crudeli  exefa  dolore ; 
£t  quorum  in  vita  pofita  eft  fpes  unic2>  tsedct 
Vivendi,  mortemque  fimul  cupiuntque  timentque.  045 

Sin  horum  ad  feros  aliquis  pervenerlt  annos, 
Non  habet  unde  ifthoc  compenfet ;  nam  neque  dulcet 
Carpit  amicitx  frudus,  neque  laude  bonorum 
Pafcitur,  atque  fua,  quoties  antea£b  revolvit ; 
At  (bcii  jam  tum  luxus  fugere  prioris,  250 

Vnis  adulator  vacuas  quoque  deferit  xdes  ; 
Atque  ilium,  ft  quando  oculos  converterit  intus, 
Terret  imago  fui,  fefe  et  dum  refpicit  horret. 
Ilk  etiam  cum  Mors  adftat,  telumque  corufcat 
Jam  jamque  intentans  idum,  quas  non  adit  artes-  255 
Anxius,  ut  miferum  medica  vi  proroget  xvum 

Pauli/per, 
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What  muft  thou  fuffer  when  each  dire  difeaTe^ 

The  progeny  of  vice,  thy  fabric  fcizc  i 

Confumption,  fever,  and  the  racking  pain 

Of  fpafms,'and  gout,  and  ftone,  a  frightful  train ! 

When  life  new  tortures  can  alone  fupply. 

Life  thy  fole  hope  thou  It  hate,  yet  dread  to  die. 


^5S 


Shou'd  fuch  a  wretch  to  numerous  jrears  arrive^ 
It  can  be  little  worth  his  while  to  live :  76m 

No  honours,  no  regards  his  age  attend. 
Companions  fly;  he  ne'er  could  have  a  friende 
His  flatterers  leave  him,  and  with  wild  affright 
He  looks  within,  and  (hudders  at  the  fight : 
When  threatning  Death  uplifts  his  pointed  dart      265 
With  what  impatience  he  applies  to  art. 


Life 
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Paulifper,  mtlle  et  per  curas  vita  trahatur  ?  J 

Quod  fi  vita  referta  malls,  noftrique  fuperftes 

Poft  mortem  nihil  eft,  cur  ultima  territat  bora  ? 

Sic  eft,  haeret  adhuc  quam  fpernere  velle  videtur,     260 

-Nefcio  quz  fortis  cura  importuna  futurse. 

At  contra  quibus  innocua  et  fme  crimine  vita  eft, 
Quique  alios  norunt  fibi  devincire  merendo, 
Aut  qui  praeclaris  ditarunt  Ixcla  reperds,-— — » 
Illis  ne&reo  manans  de  fonte  ferenat  265 

Confcia  laus  animum,  tranquillaque  temperat  ora. 
Non  metus  abrumpit  fomnos,  non  invida  cura  ; 
Non  Venus  aut  Bacchus  vires  minuere»  neque  illos 
Res  aut  adverrae  frangunt  inflantve  fecundx : 
Cui  fpes  ulterior,  cafus  munitur  ad  omncs^    ■  %jo 

Ergo  fenedutcm  labentes  leniter  anni 
Cum  fenfim  attulerint,  mortem  ifta  mente  propinquan^ 
Afpicit,  ut  longis  qui  tempeftatibus  a£his 
Fortum  in  confpedlu  tenet,  cfFugiumque  malorum* 


Scilicet 
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Life  to  prolong  amidft  difeare  and  pains  I 
Why  this,  if  after  it  no  fcnfe  remains  ? 
Why  (hou'd  he  chufe  thefe  miferies  to  endure. 
If  Death  cou'd  grant  an  everlafting  cure  i  2JQ 

*Tis  plain  there's  fomething  whifpers  in  his  ear, 
(Tho'  fain  he'd  hide  it]  he  has  much  to  fear* 

See  the  reverfe,  how  happy  thofe  we  find. 
Who  know  by  merit  to  engage  mankind  ? 
Prais'd  by  each  tongue,  by  ev'ry  heart  belov'd,        275 
For  virtues  pradis'd,  and  for  arts  improved : 
Their  cafy  afpe£b  fliinc  with  fmiles  ferene. 
And  all  is  peace,  and  happinefs  within ; 
Their  fleep  is  ne'er  difturb'd  by  fears  or  ftrlfe. 
Nor  luft,  nor  wine,  impair  the  fprings  of  life.  2S9 

Him  Fortuue  cannot  fink,  nor  much  elate, 
Whofe  views  extend  beyond  this  mortal  (late  i 
By  age  when  fummon'd  to  refign  his  breath. 
Calm,  and  ferene,  he  fees  approaching  death. 
As  the  fafc  port,  the  peaceful  filent  (hore,  285 

Where  he  may  reft,  life's  tedious  voyage  o'er : 

He, 
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ScOicet  bunc  unum  mortis  vicinia  terret,  275 

Qui  fibi  praemetuit  fl  quid  poft  funera  reftet ; 

Non  hunc  qui  re&h  vitam  fandeque  peregiu 

Hie,  fefe  excutiens  fibi  plaudit^  et  aureus  ut  fol 

Ufque  fiib  occarum  difFufo  lumine  ridet : 

Hie,  matura  dies  cum  mortis  venerit,  xvum  280 

Sufpicit  immortale,  hie  fpe  meliore  triumphans 

Ccdicolum  jam  nunc  praelibat  gaudia  votis. 

Talis  erat  grata  Temper  quern  mente  recordor 

Blcydecus  mitrae,  libertatifque  fatelles, 

Dum  tanti  tempus^  propugnatoris  egebat  285 

Hougbius ;  hie,  numeros  prope  centenarius  omnes 

Cum  vitse  explirat  -,  florcnti  plenus  honore, 

Senfibus  integris,  fine  morbo,  experfque  doloris, 

Vivendique  fatur,  fie  vita  exibat,  ut  a^r 

£  fcena  egregius  toto  plaudente  tbeatro  ;  290 

Aut  qui  poft  ftadium  fiimma  cum  laude  perafhini 

Vidor  Olympiacae  pofcit  fibi  praemia  palmae. 

His  patet  indiciis  animi  vis  confcia  quantum 
Spa  foveat,  crucietve  mctu  mortalia  corda* 

Uflde 
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He,  and  he  only,  is  of  death  afraid. 

Whom  his  own  confcience  has  a  coward  made ; 

Whilft  he,  who  Virtue's  radiant  courfe  has  run, 

Defcends  like  a  fcrcnely  fetting  fun,  '  29O 

His  thoughts  triumphant  Hcav'n  alone  employs, 

And  Hope  anticipates  his  future  joys. 

So  good,  fo  bleft  th'  illuftrious  Hough  *  we  find, 

Whofe  image  dwells  with  pleafure  on  my  mind  i 

The  mitre*s  glory,  Freedom's  conftant  friend,        29S 

In  times  which  aik'd  a  champion  to  defend  ; 

Who  after  near  an  hundred  virtuous  years, 

His  fenfes  perfedi^,  free  from  pains  and  fears, 

Replete  with  life,  with  honours,  and  with  age. 

Like  an  applauded  ador  left  the  ftage :  300 

Or  like  fome  \\Gtor  in  th'  Olympic  games. 

Who,  having  run  his  courfe,  the  crown  of  glory  claiais« 

From  this  juft  contraft  plainly  it  appears, 
ilow  confcience  can  infpire  both  hopes  and  fears  ; 


BUhop  of  Worccftcr. 

But 
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tJnde  fed  ifte  metus,  quid  Tpes  vclit  ilia  rogarim^     29J 
Si  nil  fperandutn  e(l,  obita  nil  morte  timendum  ? 
En  ut  venturo  confpirent  omnia  fxclo  I 

(^ocirca  in  tcrris  bene  feu  res  feu  male  cedat^ 
Vir  fapiens  hec  amat  vitam  ncquc  tetricus  odit : 
Intus  enim  quo  fe  dure  in  difcriminc  rerum  3po 

Confoletur,  habet ;  fm  aura  faventior  afflet, 
Immemor  baud  vivit  quam  lubrica,  quamque  caduca 
Foftunae  bona  fint ;  bona  fi  quis  cenfct  habenda, 
Perdere  qux  metuit,  quaeve  afpernatur  adeptus. 

Ncc  vercare  quidem  nc  forte  ad  munia  vitac         305 
Segnior  hinc  animus  detre£leC  ferre  Ia(>orcs^ 
Atque  pericla  fubirc,  vocet  fi  publicus  ufus  : 
Liberum  et  eredtum  potius,  rebufque  in  agendis 
Fortem  hominem  invi£tumque  facit,  cafufque  per  omnes 
Roborat  externarum  haec  defpicientia  reruai.  310 


Hunc 
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Bat  whence  proceed  thefe  hopes,  or  whence  this 
dread,  305 

If  nothing  really  can  afFedl  the  dead? 
See  all  things  join  to  promife,  and  preiage 
The  fure  arrival  of  a  future  age ! 
Whatever  their  lot  is  here,  the  good  and  wife. 
Nor  doat  on  life,  nor  peevUhly  defpife.  310 

An  honeft  man,  when  Fortune's  ftorms  begin. 
Has  Confolation  always  fure  within. 
And,  if  (he  fends  a  more  propitious  gale. 
He's  pleas'd,  but  not  forgetful  it  may  faiU 


Nor  fear  that  he,  wh«  fits  fo  loofe  to  life,  315 

Shou'd  too  much  (hun  its  labours,  and  its  ftrlfe  s 
And  fcorning  wealth,  contented  to  be  mean. 
Shrink  from  the  duties  of  this  buftling  fcene  ; 
Or,  when  his  country's  fafety  claims  his  aid, 
Avoid  the  fight  inglorious,  and  afraid  :  3StO 

Who  fcorns  life  moft  muft  furely  be  moft  brave. 
And  he,  who  pow'r  contemns,  be  leaft  a  flave : 
Virtue  will  lead  him  to  Ambition's  ends. 
And  prompt  him  to  defend  his  country  and  his  friends. 

Vol.  IL  G  But 
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Hunc  tamen  incufas,  ut  quern,  fpes  unica  tnercif 
Non  vene  virtutis  amor,  non  fenfus  honefti 
Servat  in  officio ;  nempe  huic  eft  fordida  virtus 
Qui  re£le  facit  ut  poft  mortem  praemia  carpat. 
Ule  bonus  vere  eft,  quern,  fpes  fi  nulla  futuri,  315 

Ad  pulcrum  atque  decens  per  fe  fuper  omnia  ducit 
Morum  dulce  melos,  &  agendi  femitaTimpIex. 
Efto;  'nee  ille  malus  qui  non  bic  hxret,  at  illam 
Quo  natura  trahit  metam  fcit  rite  tueri ; 
Semper  et  innatis  ultra  mortalia  votis  320 

Fertur  ovans,  pulcrumque  petit  fine  fine  fupremum. 

Ergo  age  die  fodes  quae  praemia,  quid  fibi  fperac 

Mercedis  ?  namque  baud  fedlatur  vilia  rerum. 

Ilium,  non  ufura  \orax,  non  turba  fequentum, 

Non  mendax  plaufus,  fucataque  gloria;  non  qux     325 

Prava  per  incautum  fpargit  mendacia  vulgus 

Ambitio  tenet,  aut  titulorum  fplcndor  inanis  : 

At  quo  verus  bonos,  quo  fcrt  natura,  decufque 

Human!  generis  jubet  ire,  viriliter  ibit : 

Virtutefque  alias  aliis  virtutibus  addens,  330 

Donee  in  hac  vitae  fcfe  excrccre  pa^aeftra 

Cogitur,  in^cnium  fata  ad  meliora  parabit. 

9  '  Cxtera 
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But  ftill  his  merit  yox^  cannot  regard,  3^5 

Who  thus  purPues  a  poflhumous  reward ; 
His  foul,  you  cry,  is  uncorrupt  and  great. 
Who  quite  uninfluenc'd  by  a  future  ftatCj 
Embraces  Virtue  from  a  nobler  fenfc 
Of  her  abftradled,  native  excellence,  ?3^ 

From  the  felf  confciousjoy  her  efflence  br^ngs^ 
The  beauty,  fitnefs,  harmony  of  things. 
It  may  be  fo :  yet  he  deferves  applaufe. 
Who  follows  where  inftrudHvc  Nature  draws  j 
Aims  at  rewa/ds  by  her  indulgence  giv'n,  33J 

And  foars  triumphant  on  her  wings  to  hcav'n. 

Say  what  this  venal  virtuous  man  pujrfues. 
No  mean  rewards,  no  mercenary  views ; 
^ot  wealth  ufurious,  or  a  numerous  train. 
Not  fame  by  fraud  acquirM,  or  title  vain  f  ^la 

He  follows  but  where  Nature  points  the  road^ 
Rifmg  in  Virtue's  fchool,  till  he  afcends  to  God. 


Pi  Bm 
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Caetera  pars  hominutn  ferimur  jaAante  ptoctlhi 
Ut  ratis,  hue  illuc ;  ct  per  diverfa  vianim 
Conatu  ingenti  fugientem  prendimus  umbrain.         335 
Ac  veluti  infantes  pueri  crepitacula  pofcunt 
Ardent!  ftudio,  mox,  parta  relinquere  gaudent; 
Sic  etiam  in  plenis  homines  puerafcimus  annis. 
At  bene  perfuafum  cui  fit,  non  efle  (upremam 
Hanc  animi  vitam,  reftare  fed  altera  fata,  340 

SaJva  illi  res  eft,  neque  fpe  Ia£btur  inanu 
Quippe  ubi  mens  hominis  purum  fimplexque  requirat 
Irrequieta  bonum,  non  fperat  forte  potiri 
Jam  nunc  felici :  quid  enim  ?  nunc,  vivimus  omnes 
Pravum  ubi  commiftum  refto  eft ;  ubi  triftia  Isetis  j  345 
Ipfa  ubi  delirans  inhiat  fapientia  nugas  ; 
Atque  in  odoratis  florent  aconita  rofetis : 
Omnia  mifta  quidem,  fluxa  omnia,  ludicra  demum 
Omnia,  nee  votis  eft  quod  refpondeat  ufquam« 
Forfan  ct  ipfc  Deus,  divinum  cxquirere  fi  fas  350 

Confilium,  fic  res  attemperat,  ufque  fecundis 
Adverfas  mtfcens,  et  amaris  dulcia  condit ; 
Sperncre  ut  hinc  difcat  terreftria  mens,  et  amicis 
Caftigata  malis  coelo  fpem  ponat  in  uno, 
Quo  domus  et  patria  eft,  requies  ubi  fola  laborum.  355 

Quare 
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But  we  di'  inglorious  common  herd  of  Man, 

Sail  without  compafs,  toil  without  a  plan  ; 

In  Fortune's  varying  ftorms  for  ever  toft,  345 

Shadows  purfue,  that  in  purfuit  are  loft  -, 

Mere  infiuits  all,  till  life's  extremeft  day. 

Scrambling  for  toys,  then  toi&ng  them  away. 

Who  refts  of  immortality  aflur'd 

Is  (afe,  whatever  ills  are  here  endur'd  :  350 

He  hopes  not  vainly  in  a  world  like  this. 

To  meet  with  pure  uninterrupted  blifs  ; 

For  good  and  ill,  in  this  imperfed  ftate. 

Arc  ever  mix'd  by  the  decrees  of  fete. 

With  Wifdom's  richeft  harvcft  Folly  grows,  355 

And  baleful  hemlock  miiigles  with  the  rofe; 

All  things  are  blended,  changeable,  and  vain. 

No  hope,  no  wifli  we  perfefUy  obtain : 

God  may  perhaps  (might  human  Reafon's  line 

Pretend  to  fathom  infinite  defign)  360 

Have  thus  ordain'd  things,  that  the  reftlefs  m.ii\d 

No  happinefs  compleat  on  earth  may  find  i 

And,  by  this  friendfy  chaftifement  made  vnk^ 

To  heav'n  her  fafeft  beft  retreat  may  rife^ 

G  3  Come 
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Quare  age^  jam  tandem  memorata  recollige  meciiitil; 

Quippe  viam  emenfus  dubiam,  icopulofque  latentes 

Erroris  nunc  praetervedus  et  aequora  caeca 

Confpicio  portum.     Nf  mpe  haec  quae  cogitat  et  vult^ 

Mens  baud  terrenis  conflata  eft  ex  dementis ;  366 

Ergo  natura  eft  quiddam  immortale  fuapte. 

Verum  hanc  intcrea  Deas  banc  extinguere  polEt : 

Efto,  ]  )eus  pofHt  ft  fert  divina  voluntas  ; 

At  non  extihguet :  neque  enim  vis  ilia  fciendi 

Tot  res  bumstna  tarn  longe  forte  remotas  ;  365 

Nee  porro  ^terni  nunquam  iatiata  cupido ; 

Nee  defiderium  noftris  in  menttbus  haerens 

Perfe£ti)  fruftra  eft.    Jam  (i  fas  juique  requirunt 

Ut  fceleri  male  fit,  bene  virtatique,  nee  ilia 

Alterutri  fors  obtingat^  dum  vivitur  iftic  ;  57O 

Reftat  ut  hoc  alio  fiat  diicrimen  in  aevOt 
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Come  then,  (ince  now  in  fafety  we  have  paft      365 
Thro'  Error's  rocks,  and  fee  the  port  at  laft. 
Let  us  review  and  recolle£l  the  whole. 
Thus  ftands  my  argument.-— The  thinking  foul 
Cannot  terreftrial,  or  material  be. 
But  claims  by  nature  immortality  ;  370 

God,  who  created  it,  can  make  it  end, 
We  queftion  not,  but  cannot  apprehend 
He  will ;  beeanfe  it  is  by  him  endued 
With  flrong  ideas  of  all  perfe£l  good  :  , 
With  wondVous  pow'rs  to  know  and  calculate       375 
Things  too  remote  from  this  our  earthly  ftate  i 
With  fure  prefages  of  a  life  to  come^ 
All  &]fe  and  ufelefs ;  if  beyond  the  tomb 
Our  beings  ceafe :  we  therefore  can't  believd 
God  either  ads  in  vain,  or  can  deceive.  380 

If  cvVy  rule  of  equity  demands. 
That  Vice  and  Virtue  from  the  Almighty's  hands 
Shou'd  due  rewards,  and  punifliments  receive. 
And  this  by  no  means  happens  whilft  we  live ; 
It  follows  that  a  time  muft  furely  come,  385 

When  each  (hall  meet  their  well-adjufted  doom  : 
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Turn  vero  qiue  nunc  rudis,  et  (apiente  l>onoqiie|    ' 
Si  g^nus  humanum  (pedes,  baud  Nuinine  digna  eft 
Sceoai  revelabit  dempta  fe  nube,  colorque 
Vents  erit  rebus^  verufque  videbitur  ordo*  375 

Hoc  niii  credideiisy  die,  qua  ratione  probetur 
Omnino  efle  Deum  Aimmo  qui  conftlio  res 
Juftidaque  regit ;  num  caetera  firilicet  apte 
Dirigit,  hac  quae  precipua  eft  in  parte  laborat  i 
Haud  ita;  tempus  erit,  noli  quo  quaerere  more,       3to 
Hoc  &tis  efl^  hoc  conftat,  erit  poft  funera  tempus  ; 
Cum  Deus,  ut  par  eft,  aequos  excemet  iniquis, 
Sontibus  infontes,  et  idonea  cuique  rependct. 
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Then  (hall  this  fcene,  which  now  to  human  fight 

Seems  fo  unworthy  wifdom  infinite, 

A  fyftem  of  confummate  (kill  appear, 

And  ev'ry  cloud  difpers'd,  be  beautiful  and  dear.    390 

Doubt  we  of  this  1  what  folid  proof  renuins. 
That  o'er  the  world  a  wife  difpofer  reigns  ? 
Whilft  all  Creation  fpeaks  a  powV  divine. 
Is  it  deficient  in  the  main  defign  ? 
Not  fo :  the  day  (hall  come,  (pretend  not  now       395 
Prefumptuous  to  enquire  or  when,  or  how) 
But  after  death  (hall  come  th'  important  day. 
When  God  to  all  his  juftice  (hall  difplay  ; 
Each  adion  with  impartial  eyes  regard. 
And  in  a  juft  proportion  puni(h  and  reward,  400 
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HA  D  the  many  wife  philolbphers  of 
antiquity,  who  have  fo  often  and  fo 
juftly  compared  the  life  of  man  to  a  race, 
lived  in  the  prefent  dmes,  they  would  have 
feen  the  propriety  of  that  fimile  gready 
augmented ;  for  if  we  obferve  the  beha« 
viour  of  the  polite  part  of  this  nadon  (that 
is,  of  all  the  nation)  we  (hall  fee  that  their 
whole  lives  are  one  continued  race;  in 
which  every  one  is  endeavouring  to  dif- 
tance  all  behind  him,  and  to  overtake,  or 
pafs  by,  all  who  are  before  him :  every 
one  is  flying  from  his  inferiors,  in  purluit 
of  his  fupcriors  who  fly  from  Him  with 
equal  alacrity. 

Were 
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Were  not  the  confequcnccs  of  this  ri-f 
diculoiis  pride  of  the  moft  deftru6tive  na- 
ture to  the  public,  the  fcene  would  be 
really  entertaining.  Every  tradefman  U 
a  merchant^  every  merchant  is  a  gentle- 
mziiy  and  every  gentleman  one  of  the  no- 
blefe.  Wi  are  a  nation  of  gentry,  popu^ 
lus  genercjcrum:  we  have  no  fuch  thing 
as  common  people  amongft  us :  between 
Vanity  and  gin,  the  fpecies  is  utterly  de- 
ftroyed.  The  fons  of  our  lowed  mecha- 
nics, acquiring  with  their  learning  at  cha- 
rity-fchools,  the  laudable  ambition  of  be- 
coming gentle-folks,  delpife  their  pater- 
pal  occupations,  and  are  all  foliciting  for 
t^c  honourable  employments  of  tidewaitr 
frs  and  ixcifemen.  Their  girls  are  all  mil- 
^ners,  man tua- makers,  or  lady's  women  j 
or  prefumptuoufly  exercifc  that  genteel 
profeflion,  which  ufcd  to  be-  peculi?rly  rc- 
ferved  for  the  politely-educated,  but  un- 
pordoned  daughters  of  their  fuperiors. 
Attorneys  clerks  and  city  prentices  dref^ 
|ikc  cornets  of  dragoons,  keep  their  mif^ 

tre0es 


[    95    3 

treffcs  and  their  hunters,  criticife  at  the 
play,  and  toaft  at  the  tavern.  The  mer- 
chant leaves  his  compting-houfe  for  St. 
James's ;  and  the  country-gentleman  his 
own  affairs  for  thofe  of  the  public,  by 
which  neither  of  them  receive  much  be- 
nefit. Every  commoner  of  diftinftion  is 
impatient  for  a  peerage,  and  treads  hard 
upon  the  heels  of  quality  in  drcfs,  equi- 
page and  expences  of  every  kind.  The 
nobility,  who  can  aim  no  higher,  plunge 
themfelves  into  debt  and  dependance,  to 
preferve  their  rank  j  and  are  even  there 
quickly  overtaken  by  their  unmerciful  pur- 
fuers. 

The  fame  foolifh  vanity,  that  thus 
prompts  us  to  imitate  our  fuperiors,  inr 
duces  us  alfo  to  be,  or  pretend  to  be,  their 
infeparable  companions  j  or  as  the  phrafe 
is,  to  keep  the  beft  company  ;  by  which  i^ 
always  to  be  underftood,  fuch  company 
as  are  much  above  us  in  rank  or  fortune^ 
and  confequendy  defpife  and  avoid  us,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  we  ourfelves  do  our 
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in&riors.  B7  this  ridiculous  aficfhuioa 
are  all  the  pleafures  of  focial  life,  and  2SI 
the  advantages  of  friendly  converfe  ut- 
terly deftroyed.  We  chufc  not  our 
companions  for  their  wit  and  learning, 
their  good  humour  or  good  fenfe,  but  for 
their  power  of  conferring  this  imaginary 
dignity  :  as  if  greatnefs  was  communica- 
ble, like  the  powers  of  the  load-ftone,  by 
friftion,  or  by  conu£t,  like  clcftricity. 
Every  young  gentleman  is  taught  to  be- 
lieve it  is  more  eligible,  and  more  honour- 
able, to  dcftroy  his  time,  his  fortune,  his 
morals,  and  his  underllanding  at  a  gam- 
ing-houfe  with  the  hft  companj^  than  to 
improve  them  all  in  the  convcrlation  of 
the  moft  ingenious  and  entertaining  of 
his  equals;  and  every  felf- conceited  girl 
in  &(hionable  life,  chufcs  rather  to  endure 
the  afFeded  filence  and  infolent  head-ach 
of  my  lady  duchefs  for  a  whole  evening, 
tlian  CO  pafs  ic  in  mirth  and  jollity  with 
the  moft  amiable  of  her  acquaintance. 
For  fincc  it  is  pofllblc  that  fomc  of  my 
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,^ea(Jcrs  who  have  not  had  the  honour  df  b€-» 
ing  admitted  into  the  tejl  company,  (hould 
imagine  that  amongft  fuch  there  is  ever  the 
beft  converfation,  the  moft  lively  wit,  the 
moft  profound  judgment,  the  mod  engag- 
ing affability  and  politenefs ;  it  may  be 
proper  to  inform  them,  that  this  is  by  no 
means  always  the  cafe  i  but  that  frequent- 
ly  in  fuch  company  litde  is  faid  and  left 
attended  to;  no  difpofition  appears  either 
to  pleafe  others,  or  to  be  pleafed  them- 
felves  J  but  that  in  the  room  of  all  the 
before-mentioned  agreeable  qualifications! 
cards  are  introduced,  endued  with  the  con- 
venient power  of  reducing  all  men's  under-* 
Handings,  as  well  as  their  fortunes,  to  ail 
equality. 

It  is  pleafant  to  obferve  how  this  race^ 
converted  into  a  kind  of  perpetual  war- 
fare between  the  j^W  and  bad  company  in 
this  country,  has   fubfifted  for  half  a  cen* 

.tury  laft  pad;  in  which  the  former  have 

been    perpetually   purfued    by   the    latter, 

and  fairly  beaten  out  of  all  their  fefources 
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(eft-  fupcrior  dHlindion;  out  of  inmnne- 
rabic  faihions  in  drcis,  and  variety  of  di- 
vcrfions,  every  one  of  which  dicy  have 
been  obliged  to  abandon,  as  ibon  as  occu- 
pied by  their  impertinent  rivals.  In  vain 
have  they  armed  themfelves  with  lace  and 
embroidery,  and  intrenched  themfelves  in 
hoops  and  furbelows:  in  vain  have  the^ 
had  rccourfe  to  full-bottomed  periwigs, 
and  toupees;  to  high-heads,  and  low- 
heads,  and  no  heads  at  all :  trade  has  be- 
llowed richts  on  their  competitors,  and 
riches  have  procured  them  equal  finery. 
Hair  has  curled  as  genteely  on  one  fide 
of  Temple-bar,  as  on  the  other,  and  hoops 
have  grown  to  as  prodigious  a  magnicode 
in  the  foggy  air  of  Cheapfide,  as  in  die 
purer  regions  of  Grofvenor-iquare  and 
HiU-ftrcet. 

With  as  little  fuccefs  have  opera's,  ora- 
torio's, ridotto*8,  and  other  ezpenfive  <fi« 
verfions  been  invented  to  exclude  Anf 
itmpany:  tradefmen,  by  enhancing  their 
prices,  have  (bund  tickets  fiur  cfaeir  wives 

and 
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and  daughters,  and  by  this  means  hare 
been  enabled  to  infult  the  good  company^ 
their  cuftomers^  at  their  own  expence :  and 
like  true  conquerors,  have  obliged  the 
enemy  to  pay  for  their  defeat.  But  this 
ftratagem  has  in  fome  meafure  been  obvi- 
viated  by  the  prudence  of  the  very  heft 
company y  who^  for  this,  and  many  other  wife 
confiderations,  have  ufually  declined  paying 
them  at  alL 

For  many  years  was  this  combat  be- 
tween the  good  and  bad  company  of  this  me- 
tropolis performed,  like  the  ancient  tilts 
and  tournaments^  before  his  Majefty  and 
the  Royal  Family,  every  Friday  night  in 
the  drawing-room  at  St.  James's^  which 
now  appears,  as  it  ufually  fares  with  th* 
feat  of  war,  defolate  and  uninhabited,  and 
totally  defcrted  on  both  fides :  except  that 
on  a  twelfth- night  J  the  bad  compdr^  ne- 
ver fail  to  affemble^  to  commemorate 
annually  the  viftorics  they  have  there  ob- 
tained. 

The  good  company  being  thus  every 
H  2  where 
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where  put  to  flight,  they  thought  proper 
at  laft    to    retire   to   their  own   citadekj 
that   is,    to   form   numerous   and   brilliant 
afllemblies   at  their   own  hotels,   in   which 
they  imagined  that  they  could  neither  be 
imitated  nor  intruded  on.  But  here  again 
they    were    grievoufly     miftaken ;  for  no 
fooner  was   the  fignal    given,     but  every 
little  lodging-houfe  in  town,  of  two  rooms 
and  a  clofet  on  a  floor,  or  rather  of  two 
clofets  and  a  cupboard,  teemed  with  card- 
tables,  and  overflowed  with  company  :  and 
as  making  a  crowd  was   the  great  point 
here  principally  aimed  at,  the  fmaller  the 
houfes,  and  the  more  indifferent  the  com- 
pany,  this   point   was  the  more  eafily  cf- 
fefted.      Nor    could    intrufion    be    better 
guarded   againft,   than    imitation;    for    by 
fome  means  or  other,  either  by  the  force  of 
beauty  or  of  drefs,    of  wealth  or  impu- 
dence,  of  folly  enough  to  lofe  great  fums  at 
play,  or  of  knavery  enough  to  win  them> 
or   of  fome  fuch  eminent   and   extraordi- 
nary qualiflcations>  their  plebeian  enemies 

foon 
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fooii  broke  through  the  ftrongeft  of  their 
barriers,  and  mingled  in  the  thickeft  of  their 
ranks,  to  the  utter  deftruftion  of  all  fuperio- 
rity  and  diftinftion. 

But  though  it  muft  be  owned  that  the 
affairs  of  the  good  company  are  now  in  a 
very  bad  fituation,  yet  I  would  not  have 
them  defpair,  nor  perpetually  carry  about 
the  marks  of  their  defeat  in  their  counte- 
nances, fo  vifiblc  in  a  mixture  o(  fiertc  and 
dejeftion.  They  have  ftill  one  afylum 
left  to  fly  to,  which  with  all  their  advan- 
tages of  birth  and  education,  it  is  fur- 
prifing  they  fhould  not  long  fince  have 
difcoveredi  but  fince  they  have  not,  I 
Ihall  beg  leave  to  point  it  out ;  and  it  is 
this:  that  they  once  more  retire  to  the 
long  deferted  forts  of  true  Britifh  gran- 
deur, their  princely  feats  and  magnificent 
caftles  in  their  feveral  countiies,  and  there, 
arming  themfelves  with  religion  and  vir- 
tue, hofpitality  and  charity,  civility  and 
friendfliip,  bid  defiance  to  their  imperti- 
nent purfuers :  and  though  I  will  not  wn-^ 
H  3  dertakc 
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dcrtake  that  they  (hall  not,  even  here,  bo 
followed  in  time,  and  imitated  by  their  in- 
feriors, yet  fo  averfe  are  all  ranks  of  peo- 
ple at  prefent  to  this  fort  of  retirement,  fo 
totally  difufed  from  the  exercife  of  thefe 
kinds  of  arms,  and  fo  unwilling  to  return 
to  it,  that  I  will  venture  to  promife,  it 
will  be  very  long  before  they  can  be  over- 
taken or  attacked  j  but  that  here,  and  here 
only,  they  may  enjoy  their  favourite  An- 
gularity, unmolefted  for  half  a  century  to 
come. 
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HAVING  been  frequently  prefled  by 
Sir  John  Jolly,  (an  old  friend  of 
mine  poffefled  of  a  fine  feat,  a  large  park, 
and  a  plentiful  eftate)  to  pafs  a  few  weeks 
with  him  in  the  country,  I  determined  laft 
autumn  to  accept  his  invitation,  propofing 
to  myfclf  the  higheft  pleafure  from  chang- 
ing the  noifc  and  hurry  of  this  buttling 
metropolis,  for  the  agreeable  filence,  and 
foothing  indolence  of  a  rural  retirement. 
I  accordingly  fet  out  one  morning,  and 
pretty  early  the  next  arrived  at  the  habi- 
tation of  my  friend,  fituated  in  a  moft 
delicious  and  romantic  fpot,  which  (the 
owner  having  fortunately  no  taste)  is 
H  4  not 
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not  yet  defaced  by  improvements.  On 
my  approach,  I  abated  a  little  of  my  tra* 
veiling  pace,  to  look  round  me,  and  ad- 
mire the  tow'ring  hills,  and  fertile  vales, 
the  winding  dreams,  the  (lately  woods, 
and  fpacious  lawns,  which,  gilded  by  the 
funfliine  of  a  beautiful  morning,  on  every 
fide  afforded  a  mod  enchanting  profpccl; 
aild  I  pleafed  myfelf  with  the  thoughts  of 
the  happy  hours  I  fhould  fpend  amidll 
thelc  paftoral  fccnes,  in  reading,  in  medi- 
tation, or  in  foft  repofe,  infpired  by  the 
lowing  of  diftant  herds,  the  falls  of  waters, 
and  the  melody  of  birds. 

I  was  received  with  a  hearty  welcome, 
and  many  fhakes  by  the  hand  by  my  old 
friend,  whom  I  had  not  feen  for  many 
years,  except  once  when  he  was  called 
to  town  by  a  profecution  in  the  King's 
bench,  for  mifunderftanding  the  fcnfc  of 
an  aft  of  parliament,  which,  on  examina- 
tion, was  found  to  be  nonfenfe.  He  is 
an  honed  gentleman  of  a  middle  age,  a 
hale  cgnditution,  good  natural  parts,    and 
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abundant  fpirits;  a  keen  fportTman^  an 
aftive  magiftrate,  and  a  tolerable  farmer, 
not  without  fome  ambition  of  acquiring 
a  feat  in  parliament,  by  his  intereft  in  ^ 
neighbouring  borough:  fo  that  between 
his  purfuits  of  game,  of  juftice,  and  po- 
pularity, bcfides  the  management  of  a 
large  quantity  of  land,  which  he  keeps  in 
his  own  hands,  as  he  terms  it,  for  amufe- 
ment,  every  moment  of  his  time  is  fuf- 
ficiently  employed.  His  wife  is  an  agi;)ec- 
able  woman,  of  about  the  fame  age,  and 
has  been  handfome;  but  though  years 
have  fomewhat  impaired  her  charms,  they 
have  not  in  the  leafl:  her  relifli  for  com- 
pany, cards,  balls,  and  all  manner  of  pub- 
lic diverfions. 

On  my  arrival,  I  was  firfl:  conduftcd 
into  the  breakfaft-room,  which,  with  fome 
furprife,  I  faw  quite  filled  with  genteel 
perfons  of  both  fexes,  in  dilhabille,  with 
their  hair  in  papers;  the  caufe  of  which  T 
was  quickly  informed  of,  by  the  many  apo- 
logies of  my  lady  for  the  meannefs  of  the 
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apartment  fhe  was  obliged  to  allot  mc, 
*'  By  reafon  the  houfc  was  fo  crouded  with 
"  company  during  the  time  of  their  races, 
"  which,  0ie  faid,  began  that  very  day  for 
**  the  whole  week,  and  for  which  they  were 
"  immediately  preparing/'  I  was  inftant- 
ty  attacked  by  all  prcfent  with  one  voice,  or 
rather  with  many  voices  at  the  fame  time> 
to  accompany  them  thither;  to  which  I 
made  no  oppofition,  thinking  it  would  be 
attended  with  more  trouble  than  the  expedU 
tion  itfelf. 

A  foon  as  the  ladies  and  the  equipages 
were  ready,  we  iffued  forth  in  a  mod  mag* 
nificent  cavalcade ;  and  after  travelling  five 
or  fix  miles  through  bad  roads,  we  arrived 
at  the  Red  Lion,  juft  as  the  ordinary  was 
making  its  appearance  on  the  table.  The 
ceremonials  of  this  fumptuous  entertain* 
ment,  which  confided  of  cold  fifli,  lean 
chickens,  rufty  hams,  raw  venifon,  ftale 
game,  green  fruit,  and  grapelefs  wines, 
deftroyed  at  lead  two  hours,  with  five 
^mes  that  number  of  heads,  ruffles,  and 
3  fuics 
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fuits  of  cloaths,  by  the  unfortunate  efiii<» 
fion  of  butter  and  gravy.  From  hence  wc 
proceeded  a  few  miles  farther  to  the  race- 
ground,  where  "nothing,  I  think,  extraor-4 
dinary  happened,  but  that  amongft  much 
diforder  and  drunkcnnefe,  few  limbs,  and 
no  necks  were  broken :  and  from  thefe 
Olympic  games,  which,  to  the  great  emo- 
lument of  pick-pockets,  lafted  till  it  was 
dark,  we  galloped  back  to  the  town  through 
^  foaking  Ihower,  to  drefs  for  the  affem- 
bly.  Cut  this  I  found  no  eafy  taflc;  nor 
could  I  poflibly  accomplilh  it,  before  my 
cloaths  were  quite  dried  upon  my  back; 
my  fcrvant  ftaying  behind  to  fettle  his  bettS| 
^d  having  ftowed  my  portmanteau  into  the 
boot  of  fome  coach,  which  he  could  not 
find,  to  fave  himfelf  both  the  trouble  and  inr 
dignity  of  carrying  it. 

Being  at  laft  equipped,  I  entered  the 
ball-room,  where  the  fmell  of  a  ftable 
over  which  it  was  built,  the  fayour  of  the 
neighbouring  kitchen,  the  fumes  of  tallow 
candles,  rum  punch,  and  tobacco  diiperfed 

ovei? 
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over  the  whole  houfe,  and  the  balfa* 
mic  effluvia's  from  many  fwcet  creatures 
who  were  dancing,  with  almofl:  equal 
ftrength  contended  for  fuperiority.  The 
company  was  numerous  and  well-drcft, 
and  diflfered  not  in  any  refpeft  from  that 
of  the  moft  brilliant  aflfembly  in  London^ 
but  in  iceming  better  pleafed^  and  more 
defirous  of  pleafing;  that  is,  happier  in 
themfelves,  and  civiUer  to  each  other.  I 
obfcrved  the  door  was  blocked  up  the 
whole  night  by  a  few  falhionable  young 
men,  whofe  faces  I  remember  to  have  feen 
about  town,  who  would  neither  dance, 
drink  tea,  play  at  cards,  nor  fpcak  to  any 
one,  except  now  and  then  in  whifpers  to  a 
young  lady,  who  fat  in  filence  at  the  up- 
per end  of  the  room,  in  a  hat  and  negli- 
gee, with  her  back  againft  the  wall,  her 
arms  a-kimbo,  her  legs  thruft  out,  a  fneer 
on  her  lips,  a  fcowl  on  her  forehead,  and 
an  invincible  affurance  in  her  eyes.  This 
lady  I  had  alfo  frecjuently  met  with,  but 
could  not  then  recoiled  where  i  but  have 

fmcc 
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fince  learnt,  that  (he  had  been  toad-eater 
to  a  woman  of  quality,  and  turned  off  for 
too  clofe  and  prefumptuous  an  imitation 
of  her  betters.  Their  behaviour  affronted 
moft  of  the  company,  yet  obtained  the 
defired  effeft :  for  I  overheard  feveral 
of  the  country  ladies  fay  "  It  was  a  pity 
*^  they  were  fo  proud ;  for  to  be  fure  they 
"  were  prodigious  well-bred  people,  and 
'*  had  an  immenfe  deal  of  wit."  A  miftake 
they  could  never  have  fallen  into,  had 
thefe  patterns  of  politenefs  condefcended 
to  have  entered  into  any  converfation. 
Dancing  and  cards,  with  the  rcfrefhment 
of  cold  chickens  and  negus  about  twelve, 
carried  us  on  till  day- break,  when  our 
coaches  being  ready,  with  much  folicita- 
tion,  and  more  fqueezing,  I  obtained  a 
place  in  one,  in  which  no  more  than  fix 
had  before  artifically  feated  themfclves; 
and  about  five  in  the  morning,  through 
many  and  great  perils,  we  arrived  fafely 
at  home. 
It    was    now    the    middle    of   harveft, 

which 
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which  had  not  a  Htde  fuffcred  by  our  dU 
vcrlions;  and  therefore  our  coach-horfes 
were  immediately  degraded  to  a  cart  j  and 
having  refted  during  our  fatigues,  by  a 
juft  diftribution  of  things,  were  now  ob- 
liged to  labour,  while  we  were  at  reft* 
I  mean  not  in  this  number  to  include  my- 
ftlf }  for,  though  I  hurried  immediately  to 
bed,  no  reft  could  I  obtain  for  fomc  time, 
for  the  rumbling  of  carts,  and  the  conver- 
iation  of  their  drivers  juft  under  my  win- 
dow. Fatigue  at  length  got  the  better  of 
all  obftacles,  and  I  fell  afleep;  but  had 
Icarce  clofed  my  eyes,  when  I  was  awaked 
by  a  much  louder  noife,  which  was  that 
of  a  whole  pack  of  hounds,  with  their  vo- 
ciferous attendants,  fetting  out  to  meet  mjr 
fiiend,  and  fome  choice  fpirits,  whom  wc 
had  juft  left  behind  at  the  aflcmbly,  and 
who  chofc  this  manner  of  refrefliment  after 
a  night's  debauch,  rather  than  the  morc^ 
ufual  and  inglorious  one  of  going  to  bed. 
Thefe  founds  dying  away  by  their  diftancCj 
1    again    compofcd     rnyfdf  to    reft ;    but 

waft 
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was  prcfently  again  roufed  by  more  dif- 
cordant  tongues,  uttering  all  the  groflheis 
of  Drury-lane,  and  fcurrility  of  BiUinf- 
gate.  I  now  waked  indeed  with  fomcwhat 
more  fatisfaftion,  at  firft  thinking,  by  this 
unpaftoral  dialogue,  that  I  was  once  nH>rc 
returned  fafe  to  London  j  but  I  foon  per- 
ceived my  miftakc,  and  underftood  that 
thefe  were  fome  innocent  and  honeft 
neighbours  of  Sir  John's,  who  were  com- 
ing to  determine  their  gentle  difputes  be- 
fore his  tribunal,  and  being  ordered  to 
wait  till  his  return  from  hunting,  were  re- 
folved  to  make  a!l  poffible  ufe  of  this  fuf- 
penfion  of  juftice.  It  being  now  towards 
noon,  I  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  fleep; 
and  it  was  well  I  did ;  for  I  was  prcfently 
alarmed  by  a  confufion  of  voices,  as  loud, 
though  fomewhat  fweeter  than  the  former. 
As  they  proceeded  from  the  parlour  un- 
der me,  amidft  much  giggling,  laughing, 
fqueaking,  and  fcrcaming,  I  could  difi* 
tinguifh  only  the  few  following  incoherent 
words  —  borrihk  -^  frightful  —  ridieulous  -* 

Friejlani 


Trtejlandhen  —  rouge  —  Red  Lion  at  Brent^ 
ford — Jiays  padded  —  ranCs-bom  —  Jaucy 
minx  —  impertinent  coxcomb.  I  ftartcd  up, 
drcffcd  me,  and  went  down,  where  I  found 
the  fame  polite  company,  who  breakfafted 
there  the  day  before,  in  the  fame  attitude, 
difcourfmg  of  their  friends,  with  whom 
they  had  fo  agreeably  fpent  the  lafl:  night, 
and  to  whom  they  were  again  haftening 
with  the  utmoft  impatience.  I  was  faluted 
with  a  how  d'ye  from  them  all  at  the 
lame  inftant,  and  again  preffed  into  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  day. 

In  this  manner  I  went 'through  the  per- 
fecutions  of  the  whole  week,  with  the  fuf- 
ferings  and  refolution,  but  not  with  the 
reward  of  a  martyr,  as  I  found  no  peace  at 
the  laft:  for  at  the  conclufion  of  it.  Sir 
John  obligingly  requefted  me  to  make 
my  ftay  with  him  as  long  as  I  poffibly 
could,  affuring  me,  that  though  the  races 
were  now  over,  I  fhould  not  want  diver- 
fionsj  for  that  next  week  he  cxpedted 
Lord  Rattle,   Sir   Harry  Bumper,  and    a 

largp 
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large    fox-hunting    party  j    and    that    the 
week    after   being    the    full    inoon,    they 
ftiould  pay  and   receive    all  their    neigh- 
bouring   vifit*?,  and    fpend   their    evenings 
very  fociably  together  ;   by   which    is  fig- 
nified,     in    the    country    dialeft,     eating, 
drinking,  and   playing  at   cards   all  night. 
My  lady  added   with   a   fmile,   and   much 
delight  in  her  eyes,  that  flic  believed  they 
Ihould  not  be  alone  one  hour  in  the  whole 
week,    and  that  ftie  hoped  I  (hould    not 
think  the  country  fo  dull  and  melancholy 
a  place  as  I  expeftcd.     Upon  this  infor- 
mation I  refolved  to  leave  it  immediately, 
and  told  them,  I  was  extremely  forry  that 
I  was  hindered  by  particular  bufinefs  from 
any  longer  enjoying    fo  much  polite   and 
agreeable  company;    but  that  I    had   re- 
ceived a    letter,  which  made  it  necefTary 
for  me  to  be  in  town.     My  friend  faid  he 
was   no  kfs  concerned;  but   that  I   muft 
not  pofitively  go,  till-after  to-morrow;  for 
that  he  then  expefted  the  mayor  and  al- 
dermen of  his  corporation,  fomc  of  whom 
Vol.  II.  I  were 
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were  &cedous  companions,  and  (iing  well. 
This  determined  me  to  fet  out  that  very 
evening;  which  I  did  with  much  fatis&c- 
tion ;  and  made  all  poflTible  hafte,  in  fearch 
of  filence  and  folitude,  to  my  lodgings,  next 
door  to  a  bra(ier's>  at  Charing-crols. 
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ON E  can  fcarce  pafs  an  hour  in  any 
company,  without  hearing  it  fre- 
quently afferted,  that  the  prefent  genera- 
tion of  fervants  in  this  country  are  the 
proudeft,  and  the  lazieft,  the  moft  profli- 
gate, infolent,  and  extravagant  fet  of  mor- 
tals any  where  to  be  found  on  the  face  of 
the  globe:  to  which  indifputable  truth  I 
always  readily  give  my  aflent,  with  but 
one  fingle  exception,  which  is  that  of  their 
matters  and  ladies.  Now,  though  by  this 
exception  I  have  incurred  the  contemptu- 
ous fmiles  of  many  a  wife  face,  and  the 
indignant  frowns  of  many  a  pretty  one, 
yet  I  (hall  here  venture  to  (hew,  that  the 
I  2  pride 
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pride  and  lazinefs  of  our  fcrvants,  fforn 
whence  their  profligacy,  infolcnce,  and 
^travagance  mull  unavoidably  proceed,  arc 
entirely  owing,  not  only  to  our  example,  but 
tc  our  cultivation,  and  are  but  the  natural 
produftions  of  the  fame  imperfedions  in 
ourfelves. 

In  the  firft  place  then,  pride  has  put  it 
into  our  heads,  that  it  is  moft  honourable  to 
be  waited  on  by  gentlemen  and  ladies ; 
and  all,  who  are  really  fuch  by  birth  or 
education,  having  alfo  too  much  of  the 
fame  pride,  however  neceflitous>  to  fubmit 
to  any  fervitude  however  eafy,  we  are  ob* 
liged  to  take  the  loweft  of  the  people,  and 
convert  them  by  our  own  ingenuity  into 
the  genteel  perfonages,  we  think  proper 
Ihould  attend  us.  Hence  our  very  foot* 
men  are  adorned  with  gold  and  Clvcr, 
with  bags,  toupees,  and  ruffles:  the  valet 
de  chambre  cannot  be  diftinguilhed  from 
his  mafter,  but  by  being  better  dreft ;  and 
Joan,  who  ufed  to  be  but  as  good  as  my 
ladf  in  the  darky  is  now  by  no  means  her 

inferior 
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inferior  in  the  day-light.  In  great  fami- 
Jics  I  have  frequently  ktrcated  the  maitre 
d'Hotel  to  go  before  mc,  and  have  pulled 
a  chair  for  the  butler,  imagining  them  to 
be  part>  and  not  the  leaft  genteel  part  of 
the  company.  Their  diverfions  too  ase 
no  lefs  polite  than  their  appearance^  in 
<the  country  they  anc  Iportfmen^  in  town 
they  frequent  plays,  operas,  and  taverns, 
^nd  at  Jiome  haye  their  routs  Mid  Adr 
jgaming-tables. 

But  left  thus  exalting  our  fibrvants  to  an 
equality  with  ourlelves  fhomld  not  fui& 
iciendy  augment  their  pride,  and  deftrojr 
all  fubordination^  wr  taJce  another  ;nethod 
ftill  more  efFeftually  to  compfeat  the 
work,  which  is,  debating  ourfclves  to  their 
meannefs  by  a  ridiculous  imitation  of 
their  drefTes  and  occupations.  Henco 
were  derived  the.  flapped  hat,  and  cropped 
hair,  the  green  frock,  the  long  ftaff,  and 
buckfkin  breeches:  hence,  amongft  the 
ladies,  the  round-eared  cap,  the  fluff 
/night-gown,  white  apron,  and  black   lea- 

I  3  ther 
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thcr  (hoc:  and  hence  many  pcrfons  of 
the  higheft  rank  daily  employ  themfclves 
in  riding  matches,  driving  coaches,  or  in 
running  before  them,  in  order  to  convinec 
their  domeftics  how  greatly  they  are  in- 
,  ferior  to  them  in  the  execution  of  thcfc 
honourable  offices.  Since  then  we  make 
ufe  of  fo  much  art  to  corrupt  our  fervants, 
have  we  reafon  to  be  angry  with  their 
concurrence  ?  Since  we  take  fo  much 
pains  to  inform  them  of  their  fuperiority, 
and  our  iVeaknefs,  can  we  be  furprifed 
that  they  defpife  us,  or  difpleafed  with  their 
infolence  and  impertinence  ? 

As  the  pride  of  fervants  thus  proceeds 
from  the  pride,  fo  does  their  lazinefe  from 
the  lazinefs,  of  their  matters :  and  indeed, 
if  there  is  any  charafteriftic  peculiar  to 
the  young  people  of  fafhion  of  the  prcfent 
age,  it  is  their  lazinefs,  or  an  extreme  un- 
willingnefs  to  attend  to  any  thing  that  can 
give  them  the  leaft  trouble  or  difquietude  j 
without  any  degree  of  which  they  would 
fain  enjoy  all  the  luxuries  of  life,  in  con- 

tradidion 


["9    3 

tradition  to  the  difpofitions  of  providence, 
and  the  nature  of  things.     They  would 
have  great  eftates  widiout    any  manage- 
ment,   great  e<pences    widiout    any  ac- 
counts,    and    great  families  without  any 
difcipline  or  oeconomy ;  in  Ihort,  they  are 
fit  only  to  be    inhabitants  of  Lubberland, 
where,  as  the  child's   geography  informs 
us,  men  lie  upon  their  backs  with  their 
mouths  open,  and  it  rains  &t  pigs,  ready 
roafted.    From   this  principle,  when    the 
pride  they  have  infufed  into  their  fervants 
has  produced  a  proportionable  degree  of 
lazinefs,  their  own  lazinefs  is  too  prevalent 
to  fuffer  them    to    ftruggle  with  that  of 
their  fcrvantSi  and  they  rather  chufe  that 
all  bufinefs  ihould  be  neglected,  than  to  en- 
force the  performance  of  it;  and  to  give  up 
all  authority,  rather  than  take  the  pains  to 
fupport  it :  from  whence  it  happens,  that 
in  great  and  noble  families,  where  the  do- 
meftics  arc  very  numerous,  they  will  not 
fo  much  as  wait  upon  themfelves;    and 
was    it  not   for  the  friendly  afliftance  of 
I  4  chair^ 
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chair -women,  porters,  chair -men,  and 
Ihoc-blacks,  procured  by  a  generous  dif- 
tribution  of  coals,  candles,  and  proviCons, 
the  common  offices  of  life  could  never  be 
executed.  In  fuch  it  is  often  as  difficult 
to  procure  conveniences,  as  in  a  deiart 
iflandi  and  one  frequently  wants  nccef- 
faries  in  the  midft  of  profufcnefs  and  ex- 
travagance. In  fuch  families  I  Have  fomc- 
times  been  fhut  up  in  a  cold  room,  and  iii- 
terdiiled  from  the  ufe  of  fire  and  water  for 
half  a  day ;  and,  though  during  my  im- 
prifonment  I  have  fccn  numbcrlcls  fcr* 
^ants  continually  palfing  by,  the  utmoft 
I  could  procure  of  them  was,  a  promilc 
that  tliey  would  fend  fomebody  to  relieve 
my  neceffities,  which  they  never  per- 
formed. In  fuch  I  have  fcen  when  a  fa- 
vourite dog  has  difcharged  a  too  plentiful 
dinner  in  the  drawing-room,  at  the  fre- 
quent ringing  of  the  bell  numerous  at- 
tendants make  their  appearance,  all  in- 
treated  to  depute  fome  one  to  remove  the 
Duifince  with  the  utmofl  expedition,   but 

no 
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no  one  has  been  found  in  fuch  a  houfe  mean 
enough  to  undertake  fuch  an  employment; 
and  fo  it  has  lain  fmoaking  under  the  nofe$ 
of  the  illuftrious  company  during  the  whole 
evening. 

I    could  produce  innumerable  inftanccs, 
minute  indeed  and  unobferved,    but   well 
worthy  obfervation,  of  the  encroachments 
of  our  fcrvants  on  our  eafinefs  and  indo- 
lence, in  the  introdudtion  of  moft  of  the 
fafhions   that   have    prevailed    for    fcveral 
years  pad  in  our  equipages,  and  domeftic 
cBConomy;    all  which    are  entirely  calcu* 
Jated  for    their  pleafure,   eafe,   or   advan- 
tage, in  direft  contradiftion  to   our  own. 
To   mention   but  few  :   our    coaches    arc 
made    uneafy,     but  light,  that  they  may 
whirl  us  along  with  the  urmoft  rapidity,  for 
their  own  amufement.     Glaflcs  before  are 
laid  afide,  and  we  are  immured  in  the  dark, 
that  the  coachman  may  no  longer  be  un- 
der our  inlpeftion,  but  be  drunk  or  afleep 
without  any  obfcrvation.      Family  liveries 
arc  difcardcd,  bccaufe  badges  of  ferviliry, 

which 
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which  might  give  information  to  whom 
their  wearers  belonged,  and  to  whom 
complaints  might  be  addrefled  of  their 
enormities.  By  their  careleflhefs  and  idle- 
Dels  they  have  obliged  us  to  hire  all  our 
hories,  and  fo  have  got  rid  of  the  labour 
of  looking  after  them.  By  their  impofi- 
tions  on  the  road  they  have  forced  us  into 
poft-chaifes,  by  which  means  they  are  at 
Kberty  to  travel  by  themfelves,  as  it  beft 
fuits  their  own  cafe  and  convenience.  By 
tiicir  impertinence,  which  we  have  not  pa* 
tience  to  endure,  nor  rcfolution  to  reprcfi, 
they  have  reduced  us  to  dumb-waiters, 
that  is,  to  wait  upon  ourfclves ;  by  which 
means  they  have  fhaken  off  the  trouble 
and  condcfcenfion  of  attending  us.  By 
their  profiifion  and  mifmanagement  in 
houfc-keeping,  they  have  compelled  us 
to  allow  them  board-wages;  by  which 
means  they  have  obtained  a  conftant  ex- 
cufe  to  loiter  at  public- houfes,  and  mo- 
ney in  their  pockets  to  fquander  there  in 
gaming,  drunkennefs,  and  extravagance. 
5  The 
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The  laft  of  thcfe  is  an  evil  of  fo  gigantic 
a  fize,  fo  conducive  to  the  univerfal  corrup- 
tion of  the  lower  part  of  this  nation,  and  fo 
entirely  deftruftive  of  all  fan^ily  order,  de- 
cency, and  ceconomy,  that  it  well  defervcs 
the  confideration  of  a  legiflature,  who  are  not 
themfelves  under  the  influence  of  their  fer- 
vants,  and  can  pay  them  their  wages  without 
any  inconvenience. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it  plainly  ap- 
pears, that  every  man  in  this  country  is  ill- 
ferved  in  proportion  to  the  number  and  dig- 
nity of  his  fervants ;  the  parfon  or  the  tradef- 
man,  who  keeps  but  two  maids  and  a  boy, 
not  exceeding  twelve  years  old,  is  ufualiy 
very  well  waited  on ;  the  private  gentleman 
infinitely  worfe ;  but  perfons  of  great  for- 
tunes or  quality,  afraid  of  the  idols  of  their 
own  fetting  up,  are  neglefted,  abufcd,  and 
impoverilhed  by  their  dependents  5  and  the 
King  himfelf,  as  is  due  to  his  exalted  ftation, 
is  more  impofed  on,  and  worfe  attended,  than 
zny  one  of  his  fubjefts. 

THE 
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nr^  HERE  was  an  ancient  fcdt  ofphi- 
X.  lofophers,  the  difciplcs  of  Pythago- 
ras, who  held,  that  the  fouls  of  men,  and  aU 
other  animals  exifled  in  a  flate  of  perpe- 
tual tranfinigration ;  and  that  when  b]r 
death  they  were  diflodged  from  one  cor- 
poreal habitation,  they  were  immediatelf 
reinftated  in  another,  happier  or  more 
miferable,  according  to  their  behaviour  ia 
the  former;  fo  that  when  any  perfon 
made  his  exit  from  the  ftage  of  this 
world,  he  was  fuppofed  only  to  retire  be- 
hind the  fcenes  to  be  new  drefTed,  and  to 
have  had  a  new  part  afTigned  him,  more  or 
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Icls  agreeable,  in  proportion  to  the  merit  of 
his  performance  in  the  laft. 

This  doftrine  of  tranfmigration,  I  muft 
own,  was  always  a  very  favourite  tenet  of 
mine,  and  always  appeared  to  me  one  of 
the  moft  rational  guefles  of  the  human 
mind  into  a  future  ftate.  I  Ihall  here 
therefore  endeavour  to  fhew  the  great  pro- 
bability of  its  truth,  from  the  following 
confiderations.  Firft  from  its  juftice,  fe- 
condly  from  its  utility,  and  laftly  from 
the  difficulty  we  lie  under  to  account  for 
the  fuffering;^  oC  many  innocent  creatures 
without  it. 

Firft  then,  the  juftice  of  this  fyftcm  ex- 
ceeds that  of  all  others;  becaufe  by  it 
the  great  law  of  retaliation  may  be  more 
ftriftly  adhered  to :  for  by  means  of  this 
nietamorphofis,  men  may  fufFer  in  one 
life  the  very  fame  injuries  which  they  have 
inflifted  in  another;  and  that  too  in  the 
very  fame  pcrfons,  by  a  change  only  of 
fituation.  Thus,  for  inftance,.  the  cruel 
tyrant  who  in  one  life  hat  (ported  with 
«  the 
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die  miferies  of  his  flaves,  may  in  die 
next  feel  all  the  miferies  of  flavery  under 
a  mafter  as  unmerciful  as  himfelf.  The 
relendcfs  and  unjuft  judge  may  be  impri- 
foned,  condemned,  and  hanged  in  his 
turn.  Divines  may  be  compelled  by  fire 
and  faggot  to  believe  the  creeds  and  ar- 
ticles they  have  compofed  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  others ;  and  foldiers  may  be  plun- 
dered and  ravifhed  in  the  perfons  of  de- 
fencelcfs  peafants,  and  innocent  virgins. 
The  lawyer  reviving  in  the  character  of  a 
client,  may  be  tormented  witli  delay,  ex- 
pence,  uncertainty,  and  difappointment; 
and  the  phyfician,  who  in  one  life  has 
taken  exorbitant  fees,  may  be  obliged  to 
take  phyfic  in  another.  All  thofe  who 
under  the  honourable  denomination  of 
fportfmen,  have  entertained  diemfelves 
with  the  miferies  and  deftruftion  of  inno- 
cent animals,  may  be  terrified  and  mur- 
dered in  the  fhapes  of  hares,  partridges, 
and  woodcocks ;  and  all  thofe,  who  undo: 
the  more  illuftrious    tide  of  heroes,  have 
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delighted  in  the  devaftation  of  their  own 
Ipecies,  may  be  maflacred  by  each  other  in 
the  forms  of  invincible  game-cocks,  and 
pertinacious  bull  dogs.  As  for  ftatefmeiit 
minifters,  and  all  great  men  devoted  to 
great  bufinefs,  they,  however  guilty,  cannon- 
be  more  properly,  nor  more  feverely  punifh- 
ed,  than  by  being  obliged  to  reaflume  their 
former  charafters,  and  to  live  the  very  Ikmc 
lives  over  again. 

In  the  next  place,  the  udlity  of  this 
fyftem  is  equal  to  its  juftice,  and  happily 
coincides  with  it :  for  by  means  of  this 
tranfmigradon,  all  the  neceflary  inconve^ 
niences,  and  all  the  burthenfome  offices 
of  life  being  impofed  on  thoie  only,  who 
by  their  mifbehaviour  in  a  former  ftate 
have  deferved  them,  become  at  once  juft 
punilhments  to  them,  and  at  the  fame 
time  benefits  to  fociety  $  and  {o  all  thole 
who  have  injured  the  public  in  one  life  by 
their  vices,  are  obliged  in  another  to  make 
reparadon  by  their  fuffcrings.  Thus  the 
tyrant,  who  by  bis  power  has  opprefled  his 
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country  in  the  fituation  of  a  prince.  In 
diat  of  a  flave  may  be  compelled  to  do  it 
fome  fervice  by  his  labour.  The  high- 
wayman who  has  flopped  and  plundered 
travellers,  may  expedite  and  affift  them  in 
the  fhape  of  a  poft-horfe.  The  metapho- 
rical buck,  who  has  terrified  fober  citizens 
by  his  exploits,  converted  into  a  real  one, 
may  make  them  fome  compenfation  by  his 
haunches ;  and  mighty  conquerors,  who  have 
kid  wade  the  world  by  their  fwords,  may 
be  obliged,  by  a  fmall  alteration  in  fex  and 
fituation,  to  contribute  to  its  repeopling  by 
the  qualms  of  breeding,  and  the  pains  of 
child-birth. 

For  my  own  part,  I  verily  believe  this 
to  be  the  cafe.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
Louis  the  Fourteenth  is  now  chained  to 
afi  oar  in  the  gallies  of  France,  and  that 
Hernando  Cortez  is  digging  goki  in  the 
mines  of  Peru  or  Mexico.  That  Turpin 
the  highwayman  is  feveral  times  a  day 
Ipurred  backwards  and  forwards  between 
London  and  Eppingi  and  that  Lord  *♦* 

and 
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and  Sir  Harry  ♦***  are  now  aftually  roaft- 
ing  for  a  city  feaft.  I  qiieftion  not  but  that 
Alexander  the  Great  and  Julius  Caefar  have 
died  many  times  in  child-bed  fmce  their  ap- 
pearance in  thofe  illiiftrious  and  depopulat- 
ing ch'araftcrs  j  that  Charles  the  Twelfth  Is 
at  this  inftant  a  turate*s  wife  in  fome  re- 
mote village,  with  a  numerous  and  in- 
creafing  family;  and  that  Kouli  Khiri 
is  now  whipped  from  pdrilh  to  parlfli  in  the 
perfdn  of  a  big  bellied  beggar-woman,  with 
two  children  in  her  arms,  and  three  at 
her  back. 

Laftly,  the  probability  of  this  fyfliem  ap- 
pears from  the  difficulty  of  accounting  for 
the  fufFerings  of  maiiy  infiocent  creatures 
without  it :  for  if  we  look  around  us,  we 
cannot  but  obferve  a  great  and  wretAed 
variety  of  this  kind;  numberlefs  animals 
fubjefted,  by  their  own  natures,  to  many 
miferies,  arid  hf  our  cruelties  to  many 
itiore;  incapable  of  crimes,  arid  confe- 
quently  incapable  of  deferving  them; 
called  into  being,    as  far  as  we  can  dif- 
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cover,  only  to  be  mifcrablc  for  the  fervicc 
or  divcrfion  of  others  lefe  meritorious  than 
themfelves;  without  any  poflibility  of  pre- 
venting, deferving,  or  receiving  rccom- 
pence  for  their  unhappy  lot,  if  their  whole 
cxiilence  is  comprehended  in  the  narrow 
and  wretched  circle  of  their  prcfent  life 
But  the  theory  here  inculcated,  removes 
all  thefe  difficulties,  and  reconciles  all  thefe 
fcemingly  unjuft  dilpenfations  with  the 
ftrifteft  juftice:  it  informs  us,  that  thefe 
their  fufferings  may  be  by  no  means  un- 
deferved,  but  the  juft  puniftiments  of  their 
former  milbehaviour  in  a  ftate,  where,  by 
means  of  their  very  vices,  diey  may  have 
cfcaped  them.  It  teaches  us  that  the  pur- 
fued  and  perfecuted  fox  was  once  probably 
fome  crafty  and  rapacious  minifter,  who 
had  purchafed  by  his  ill-acquired  wealth 
that  fafety,  which  he  cannot  now  procure 
by  his  flight:  that  the  bull,  baited  with 
all  the  cnielties  that  human  ingenuity  or 
human  malevolence  can  invent,  was  once 
fome  relentlf fs  tyrant,  who  had  inSifted  all 
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the  tortures  which  he  now  endures:  that 
the  poor  birdj  blinded^  imprifonedj  and  at 
laft  ftarved  to  death  in  a  cage,  may  have 
been  fome  unforgiving  creditor;  and  the 
widowed  turtle,  pining  away  life  for  the 
lols  of  her  mate,  fome  fafhionable  wife  re- 
joicing at  the  death  of  her  hufband,  wluch 
her  own  ill-ufage  had  occalioned. 

Never  can  the  delicious  repaft  of  roafted 
lobfters  excite  my  appetite,  whilft  the  ideas 
of  the  tortures  in  which   thofe    innocent 
creatures  have  expired,  prefent  themfelvea 
to   my  imagination.     But  when  I  confi- 
der   that   they  muft    have  once  probably 
been  Spaniards  at  Mexico,  or  Dutchmen 
at  Amboyna,  I  £al\  to,  both  with  a  good 
ftomach  and  a  good  confcience,  and  pleafe 
myfelf  with  the  thoughts,  that  I  am  thus 
offering   up  a   facrifice  acceptable  to  the 
manes  of  many  millions  of  maffacred  In- 
dians.    Never  can   I    repofe    myfelf  with 
fatisfaftion  in  a  poft-chaife,  whilft  I  look 
upon    the    ftarved,    foundered,    ulcerated, 
and   excoriated   animals,   who  draw  it,  as 
K  2  mere 
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mere  horfes,  condemned  to  fuch  exquifite 
and  unmerited  torments  for  my  conve- 
nience ;  but  when  I  refledt,  that  they  once 
muft  undoubtedly  have  exifted  in  the  cha- 
rafters  of  turnkeys  of  Newgate,  or  fathen 
of  the  holy  inquifition,  I  gallop  on  with 
as  much  eafe  as  expedition ;  and  am  per- 
feftly  fatisfied,  that  in  purfuing  my  jour- 
ney, I  am  but  the  executioner  of  the  ftridlcft 
juftice. 

I  very  well  know  that  thefe  fentimcnts 
will  be  treated  as  ludicrous  by  many  of 
my  readers,  and  looked  upon  only  as  the 
produftions  of  an  exuberant  imagination; 
but  I  know  likewife,  that  this  is  owing  to 
ill-grounded  pride,  and  falfc  notions  of 
the  dignity  of  human  nature :  for  they  arc 
in  themfelves  juft  and  ferious,  and  carry 
^ith  them  the  ftrongeft  probability  of 
their  truth ;  fo  ftrong  is  it,  that  I  cannot 
but  hope  it  will  have  fome  good  effect  on 
the  conduct  of  thofe  polite  people,  who 
are  too  fagacious,  learned,  and  courageous 
to  be  kept  in  awe  by  the  the  threats  of  hell 
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and  damnation:  and  I  exhort  every  fine 
lady  to  confider  how  wretched  will  be  her 
condition,  if  after  twenty  or  thirty  years 
Ipent  at  cards,  in  elegant  rooms,  kept 
warm  by  good  fires  and  foft  carpets,  (he 
fliould  at  laft  be  obliged  to  change  place* 
with  one  of  her  coach-horfes  j  and  every 
fine  gendeman  to  refleft  how  much  more 
wretched  would  be  his,  if,  after  wafting 
his  eftate,  his  health,  and  his  life  in  extra* 
vagance,  indolence,  and  luxury,  he  ihould 
again  revive  in  the  fituation  o{  one  of  hj3 
^reditor$^ 
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NO  T  long  fince,  I  met  at  St.  James's 
cofFee-houfe,  an  old  acquaintance  of 
mine.  Sir  Harry  Prigg ;  who  having  been 
long  rufticated  and  much  altered,  I  fhould 
never   have   rccolledted,    had  it  not  been 
for  the  information  of  a  fine  old  coat,  in 
which  I  remembered  him  to  have  made  ^ 
figure  about  town  many  years  agq.     After 
the  ufual  civilities  had  pafled  between  us, 
amongft    piany  other  queftions,  he  afked 
me  when  I  had  feen  our  old  fchool-fellowj^ 
Sir  John  Jolly  ♦.     I  anfwered,  that  I   had 
laft  fummer  fpent  fome  days  with  him  at 
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his  country,  feat,  in  a  manner  which  would 
have  been  highly  agreeable  to  a  pcrfon  of 
a  more  falhionable  turn,  but  was  to  me 
rather  fatiguing  from  its  excefs  of  gaiety 
and  hofpitality,  which,  according  to  my 
unpolitc  tafte,  were  by  no  means  con- 
fident with  the  foft  and  ferious  pleafures 
of  a  rural  retirement.  He  faid,  he  per- 
feftly  agreed  with  me  in  my  fentiments, 
and  paffed  his  time  in  the  country  in  con- 
formity to  them:  his  manner  of  life,  he 
was  fure,  would  exadtly  (bit  me,  and  ob- 
ligingly begged  I  would  make  the  experi- 
ment; adding,  that  he  fliould  go  down 
in  a  few  days,  and  would  carry  me  with 
him  in  his  chariot.  I  accepted  his  invi- 
tation, not  fo  much  out  of  inclination,  as 
curiofity  to  fee  a  new  fcene  of  country  life, 
formed  on  principles  fo  oppofite  to  what  I 
had  before  experienced,  and  promifed  to  at- 
tend him  at  the  time  appointed. 

But  firft  it  will  be  proper  to  give  Ibme 
account  of  the  birth,  parentage,  and  edu- 
cation of  my  friend.    He  came  young  to 
K  4  his 
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his  tide,  and  a  fmall  eftate,  and  was  ioon 
after  fent  to  die  uniyerfity ;  where  his  title 
abfurdly   giving   him  the   rank  of  nobili* 
ty,    and  his   eftate,   though'  fmall,  an    al- 
lowance fufficient  to  fupport  that  rank   at 
that  place,  he  there  contrafted  an  afFedla- 
tion  of  grandeur,  and  a  pert  kind  of  felf- 
importance,  which   he  has  ever  fince  re- 
tained, and  which  neither  poverty  nor  {o^ 
litude     has    yet  been    able    to     conquer. 
Having    in  two   or  three  years    acquired 
the  ufual  advantages  of  that  fort  of  edu- 
cation, fuch  as  the  arts  of  fporting,  toaft- 
ipg,  billiards,  and  coachmanfhip,  he  came 
tp    J^ondon,    epterpd  into   the  gay  world, 
and   had   addrefs    and  qualifications    fuffi- 
qient  to    introduce  himfelf  into    what   he 
ftill  calls  the  beft  company;  that  is,   the 
company  pf  fmarts,  bucks,  jockeys,   and 
gamefters.     Nor  was  he  deficient  in  point 
of  gallantry  j   for  he  foon  commenced  an 
intrigue  with  the  fifter  of  one  of  thefe  his 
friends.     Whether  his  intentions   were  at 
.^ifi  honourable,   is    not    perfectly  cplear^ 
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but  he  was  quickly  obliged  to  declaro 
them  fo,  being  acquainted,  that  a  lady  of 
her  rank  was  not  to  be  trifled  with,  and 
that  he  muft  either  fight  dr  marry  j  the  lat- 
ter of  which  he  courageoufly  chofe,  as  be- 
ing the  moll  daring  adtion  of  the  two.  This 
lady  had  more  gentility  than  beauty,  more 
beauty  than  underftanding,  more  under- 
ftanding  than  fortune,  and  a  fortune  about 
equal  to  her  reputation.  She  was  tall  and 
well-lhaped,  carried  her  head  very  high, 
and  being  the  younger  daughter  of  the 
younger,  fon  of  the  firft  coufin  of  an  Irifli 
baron,  looked  upon  herfelf  as  a  woman 
of  quality.  ^  In  a  litde  time  Sir  Harry 
heartily  hated  her  for  compelling  him  to 
marry:  and  (he  no  lefs  delpifed  him  for 
being  compelled:  fo  that  finding  litde 
happinefs  at  home,  they  were  obliged  to 
feek  it  abroad  at  plays  and  routs,  operas 
and  ganding- tables,  at  no  fmall  expencd 
This  could  not  continue  long;  fo  that 
before  one  winter  was  at  an  end,  they 
difcovered  diat   the  town  air  would   not 
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agree  with  them,  and  fo  retired  to  their 
country  feat,  about  forty  miles  from  Lon^ 
don;  whither  I  fhall  now  conduft  my 
reader. 

On  the  morning  appointed,  I  attended 
early  at  their  lodgings  in  town,  where  I 
found  the  .poft-chariot  at  the  door,  and 
my  friend  (landing  by  it,  with  a  long  whip 
in  his  hand,  ready  to  mount  the  boxi 
laying  at  the  fame  time,  that  coachmen 
were  fuch  infolent  and  expenfive  rafcals, 
there  was  no  keeping  them,  and  that 
therefore  he  always  chofe  to  be  his  own. 
In  the  parlour  fat  my  lady  and  Colonel 
Macfhean,  a  gentleman  who  had  long 
been  very  intimate  with  Sir  Harry,  and 
not  lefs  fo  with  her  ladylhip  ;  and  in  the 
paflage  ftood  a  French  woman,  in  a  fack 
and  long  ruffles,  with  her  arms  full  of 
band-boxes  and  bundles;  which  were  no 
fooner  difpofed  of  in  various  parts  of  the 
chariot,  than  my  lady  and  myfelf,  with  her 
woman  on  a  low  ftool  at  dur  feet,  were 
ftufFed  into  the  litde  room  that  was  left. 

Sir 
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Sir  Harry  mounted  the  box,  his  valet  de-.. 
chambre  rode  by,  and  a  fniveling  footboy 
climbed  up  behind.  Thus  the  the  whole  fa- 
mily, with  their  baggage,  and  myfelf  into, 
the  bargain,  were  conveyed  without  the 
expence  of  either  a  ftage-coach  or  a  wag- 
gon. 

Nothing    pafled    during    our    journey, 
worth  relating.     Her  ladyfhip  (poke  little^ 
and  that  litde  was  only  complaints  of  her 
bad  nerves,    and    ill  ftate  of  health;    to 
which,  having  no  expectation  of  a  fee,  I 
paid  litde  attention.     They  both  declared, 
that  nobody  but  a  carrier  would  dine  at 
an  inn,  wherefore  they  never  flopped   on  . 
the  road ;  fo  with  the  afliftance  of  a  frefli 
pair  of  horfes,  that  had  come  twenty  miles  * 
that  morning  without  a   bait,  about  fun^ 
fet  we  arrived  at  our  journey's  end.     Th» 
Colonel  got  there  before  us,  having  rode 
poft:    for   Sir   Harry  frequently  declared 
to  us  both,  that  though  his  friends  were 
welcome,     he     never     entertained      their 
liorfes  i  tl^at  it  was  not  the  falhion  of  that 
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eountry;    neither    my  I^rd  ♦*,    nor  tbt 
Duke  of***,  nor  himfelf  did  it. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  dinner  made 
its  appearance;  which  was  fo  very  gen- 
teel, that  had  it  not  been  rendered  uneat- 
able by  a  bad  affeftation  of  French  cook- 
cry,  it  would  not  have  been  half  fufficient, 
tfter  fo  many  miles  travelling,  and  fo  long 
&fting.  At  the  conclufion  we  had  mead, 
which  paffed  for  tokay,  and  elder  wii)C, 
which  Sir  Harry  fwore  was  the  beft  Bur- 
gundy in  England,  and  that  he  himfelf 
had  imported  it,  in  conjunction  with  a 
noble  lord  in  the  neighbourhood.  Over 
a  glafs  of  this,  the  cloth  being  removed, 
he  informed  us,  **  that  when  the  fmoke 
^  of  London,  and  the  bad  hours  incident 
**  to  keeping  good  company,  would  no 
**  longer  agree  with  his  own  or  his  wife's 
^  conftitution,  he  had  determined  to  feck 
•*  health  and  quiet  in  an  elegant  retirc- 
^  ment.  He  had  been  offered  indeed  a 
*^  feat  in  parliament,  and  a  confiderahk 
•^  cmptoymcnt  5  but  his  crazy  conftitution 
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^*  would  not  permit  him  to  accept  of  the 
*'  one,  nor  his  found  principles  of  the 
"  other.  Retirement  was  their  objeft  a 
**  therefore  all  they  dreaded  was  the  hor- 
*^  rible  irruptions  of  a  country  neighbour- 
"  hood  J  but  this  they  had  happily  pre- 
*'  vented.  That  indeed  on  their  firft 
"  coming,  every  family  within  ten  miles 
"  round,  tormented  them  with  their  im- 
*^  pertinent  vifits ;  but  they  returned  none, 
*'  affronted  them  all,  and  fo  got  rid  of 
"  them."  Don't  you  think  we  did  right,  my 
*'  dear  ?"  turning  to  his  wife,  ^\  I  think," 
anfwered  flie  in  a  furly  and  dejefted  voice, 
*' that  it  is  better  to  forget  the  ufc  of 
•*  one's  tongue,  than  to  converfe  witit 
**  fquires  wives,  and  parfons  daughters.** 
**  You  are  right,  madam,"  added  the  Ca-» 
lonel,  with  an  oath  and  a  loud  laugh  j 
**  for  what  can  one  learn  in  fuch  a  damned 
**  company  ?"  "  To-morrow,"  fays  my 
friend,  addrefling  himfelf  to  me,  "  you 
•*  (hall  fee  that  we  want  no  company,  and 
^  that  wc  can  fufficiently  amufc  gurfclvcaf 


C    Hi    ] 

*'  with  building  and  planting,  with  im- 
**  provements  and  alterations,  which  I  dare 
"  fay  will  be  honoured  with  your  appro- 
«  bation." 

Accordingly  the  next  morning,  as  loon 
as  breakfafl:  was  finifhed,  my  lady  and  the 
Colonel  retired  into  her  drefling-room  to 
cribbage,  and  Sir  Harry  and  myfelf  to  re- 
connoitre the  place.     The  houfe  (lands  at 
the  end  of  a  dirty  village,  and  dole  by  it 
are  a   few  tame  deer^   impounded  in   an 
orchard,  to  which  he  gives  the  pompous 
title  of  a  park.     Behind  is  a  fen,  which  he 
calls   a  piece  of  water,  and    before  it    a 
goofe-common,  on  which   he  bellows  the 
name  of  a  lawn.     It  was  built  in  that  de- 
plorable sera  of  Englilh  architecture  which 
introduced    high     doors,     long    windows, 
fmall    rooms,    and   corner  chimneys;    and 
of    gardening,     which     projefted     gravel 
walks,  dipt    yews,    and    ftrait-lined    ave- 
nues, with  a  profufion  of  brick  walls,  iron 
palifado's     stnd    leaden     images.     But    all 
thefe    defeds,    and    many  others,    he    has 
t  AOW 
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now  correfted  by  a  judicious  application 
of  modern   taftc.     His    doors  are    fo  re- 
duced,  you   cannot  enter   with    your   hat 
ens  and   liis  windows  are  fo  contracted, 
that  you  have  fcarce  light  enough  to  find 
it,  if  you  pull  it  ofi;     In  the  midft  of  the 
front,  one  large  bow-window  is  ftuck  on, 
refembling  apiece  ofwhited  brown  paper 
plaiftered  on  a  broken  nofe;  and  a  great 
room  is  added  behind  to  dine  in,  which, 
was  it  ever  inhabited,  would  make  all  the 
litde   ones  appear   ftill   lefs:    but  having 
never  yet  been  furnilhed,  for  want  both  of 
cafh  and  credit,  it  remains  at  prefent  only 
a   repofitory  for  broken  china,  a  pair  of 
backgammon  tables,  and  children's  play- 
things.    His     brick-walls    are    converted 
into   chimneys    and   ovens,    and  his  yew* 
trees  fupply  them  with  faggots :  his   iron- 
work is  fold  to  the   blackfmiths,  and  his 
heathen    gods    to    the  plumber,   for    the 
pious  ufe  of  covering  the  parilh-church : 
his  gravel  walks  are  fown  with  grafs  9    and 
he  frequently  repeats  jthat  frugal,  yet  gen- 
teel 
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tc6l  maxim,  that  fheep  are  the  beft  gardcn« 
CIS.  His  horfc-pond  being  made  ferpen- 
tine,  is  become  ufelefs,  left  it  Ihould  be 
trod  up;  and  his  fences,  being  all  Chi- 
nefe,  are  no  fences  at  all ;  the  horfes  leap- 
ing over,  and  the  hogs  walking  under 
them  at  their  pleafure.  The  traniplanted 
avenue  is  expiring  in  leaflefs  platoons; 
the  kitchen-garden,  for  conveniency,  is 
removed  two  fiirlongs  from  the  houfe; 
and  the  kitchen  itfelf  unjuftly  turned  out  of 
doors,  for  fmelling  ofviftuals;  a  crime  of 
which  it  has  ever  been  acquitted  by  the 
voice  of  the  whole  country. 

When  our  furvey  was  finifhed,  our 
amufements  were  all  at  an  end ;  for  within 
doors  the  pleafures  both  of  fociety  and 
folitude  were  equally  wanting.  Of  our 
converfation  I  have  given  a  fpecimen; 
and  books  there  were  none,  except  a  imall 
one  containing  tunes  for  the  French  horn^ 
belonging  to  Sir  Harry,  and  the  third  vo- 
lume of  Peregrine  Pickle,  and  a  methodift 
prayer-book,  die  property  of  her  hdyfhip^ 
<  I  b^^ 
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I  began  now  to  wifli  for  a  little  of  my 
friend  Sir  John's  holpitality,  of  which 
there  was  not  here  the  leaft  appearance. 
We  heard  not  of  a  human  creature,  ex- 
cept by  their  injuries  and  infults,  not 
altogether  indeed  unprovoked;  for  the 
pantry  and  the  cellar,  though  ufually 
empty,  were  always  locked.  Strong-beer 
there  was  none  j  and  the  fmall,  though 
nobody  at  home  could  drink  it,  was  not 
fufFercd  to  be  given  away.  The  fervants 
were  always  out  of  humour,  and  frequently 
changing ;  and  the  tradcfmen  who  brought . 
their  bills,  were  paid  only  by  a  wrangle, 
or  a  draught  on  fome  tenant  "who  owed  no 
rent.  There  was  not  a  neighbour  very 
near,  except  the  parfon  of  the  parilli,  and 
Alderman  Grub,  a  rich  citizen,  who  had 
purchafed  a  confiderable  part  of  it  from 
Sir  Harry.  With  thefe  they  lived  in  a 
ftate  of  perpetual  hoftilities:  they  quar- 
relled with  the  Alderman  for  prefuming 
to  buy  an  eftatc  which  they  wanted  to 
fell  i  and  the  parfon  quarrelled  with  them. 
Vol.  II.  L  bccaufc 
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SHORT    BUT     SBRIOVS 


REASONS 


FOR      A 


NATIONAL   MILITIA. 


Militia  potior,        Hon. 


WRITTEN    IN    THE   YBAR     1757. 


IN  this  age  of  levity  and  ridicule,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  procure  a  ferious 
attention  to  any  propofal,  however  impor- 
tant, or  however  wifely  calculated  for  the 
public  benefit ;  but  fure  if  there  ever  was 
a  propofition  deferving  attention  from 
every  true  Englifliman,  it  is  this  for  the 
cftablifhment  of  a  National  Militia,  now 
under  the  confideration  of  the  legiflaturej 
on  the  fuccefs  of  which  I  fmcerely  think, 
L  3  that 
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that  our  glory  abroad,  our  fccurtty  at  home, 
^od  our  verj  being  as  a  nadoDy  cndrdy 
depend. 

So  mamfeft  is  the  truth  of  this  to  die 
meancft  and  mod  ahfurd  uoderftandings, 
that  I  never  met  widi  one  of  diat  kind 
who  has  not  been  dearly  convinced  of  it ; 
to  iuch  therefore  I  (hall  not  here  addrds 
myfelC  but  to  the  wife  and  iagacious  only, 
many  of  whom,  to  my  great  furprize,  I 
have  found  of  a  very  different  ojHnioa: 
to  thefe  then  I  (ball  endeavour  to  prove, 
in  as  few  words  as  poflSble,  the  truth  of  the 
j^dlowing  propofitions : 

ift.  That  fuch  a  militia  may  ibon  be 
tendered  not  at  all  inferbr  to  our  prefent 
7^;u]ar  forces. 

aciBy,  That  it  will  rffcftually  fbcure  our 
liberties,  properties,  and  religion. 

3%i  Thi  it  will  fhrngdien  Ac  hands 
efgovcmnnent. 

4thly,  That  it  will  reduce  die  price  of 
our  provifions  and  manu&dures,  and  ex* 
tend  bur  trade. 

5*ly^ 
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5thly,  That  it  will  increafc  the  number 
of  our  people;  and, 

Laftly,  That  it  may  be  carried  into 
execution  without  any  expence  to  the 
public. 

Firft,  dien,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  prove 
that  a  militia  may  very  foon  be  rendered 
not  at  all  inferior  to  our  prefent  regular 
forces:  and  whoever  will  look  back  on 
the  behaviour  of  thefe  forces  for  fome 
years  pafl:  both  by  land  and  fea,  will  bd 
convinced  that  this  is  no  very  arduous 
undertaking;  nor  be  under  any  doubt^ 
but  that  after  a  few  days  exercife  they 
will  behave  as  valiantly  as  our  regiments 
at  Falkirk,  Frefton  Fans,  or  Ofwego;  or 
our  fleets   in  the  Mediterranean*.     Nor 

•  Since  the  writing  of  this,  the  bravery  and  con- 
du£l  of  oqr  regular  forces,  both  by  fea  and  land,  in 
every  quarter  of  the  globe,  have  been  (b  unexaitt- 
pled,  that,  notwithftanding  the  author*s  partiality 
for  the  Militia,  he  is  candid  enough  to  acknow* 
ledge,  that  he  begins  to  have  fome  imall  doubts* 
\yhether  thofe  corps  may  ever  be  able  altogether  to 
equal  them. 

L  4  can 


can  I  indeed  comprehend  from  whence 
their  inferiority  fhould  proceed;  unlefi 
ftrong  beer  fhould  infpire  lefs  true  cou- 
rage than  gin ;  or  being  trained  in  a  coun- 
try church-yard,  produce  a  lefs  famUiarity 
with  death  than»  performing  the  fame  ex- 
ercife  in  the  gay  fcenes  of  Hyde-Park  or 
St.  James's.  If  it  be  objefted  that  they 
will  be  deficient  in.  military  knowledge 
and  experience ;  I  anfwer,  they  will  fight 
the  better:  the  utility  of  thefe  qualifica- 
tions in  the  day  of  batde  is  a  vulgar  error^ 
propagated  like  all  others,  for  want  of  rea* 
ibnings  for  all  fighting  being  in  its  own 
nature  contradiftory  to  common  fenfe,  it 
can  never  be  promoted  by  knowledge; 
military  knowledge  therefore  can  never 
be  that  fort  of  knowledge  which  enables 
men  to  fight;  but  that  which  enables 
them  to  find  out  good  reafons  for  not 
fighting ;  or  if  they  fhould  be  bad,  to  call 
in  the  affiftance  of  councils  of  war  and 
court-martials  to  make  them  better. 
Much  lefs  fure  will  experience  induce 
4  men 
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men  to  fight,  unlefs  we  can  believe  that- 
wounds  and  bruifes,  like  cofFee  and  tobacco, 
though  difagreeable  at  firft  tailing,  gro\^r 
pleafant  by  frequent  repetitions. 

Secondly,  That  fuch  a  militia  will  fc- 
cure  our  liberties,  properties,  and  religi- 
on. The  liberties  we  fo  juftly  value  in 
this  country  are  thefe,  that  every  one  may 
think  and  write,  and  fay  and  do  whatever 
he  pleafes;  our  properties  comprehend 
all  things  of  which  we  are  in  poflefiion, 
by  whatever  means  they  have  been  ac- 
quired ;  thefe  can  certainly  no  way  be  fa 
efFcftully  fecured  to  us  as  by  the  ufe  of 
arms,  by  which  we  may  at  all  rimes  de- 
fend ourfelvcs  from  the  atucks  of  judges 
and  juries,  from  writs  and  ejeftments, 
from  gaols  and  pillories,  with  all  the  ty- 
ranny of  juftices,  and  impertinence  of  con- 
flables,  grievances  not  to  be  endured  in 
a  free  country.  As  to  our  religion,  a 
fcheme  of  this  kind  muft  have  mod  fa- 
lutary  effects,  fince  a  bill  only  for  its 
eftablifhment  has    already  produced  una- 

lAmltY 
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nimiqr  between  our  diurch  divines  and 
diflSmters  in  one  fenfible  and  pious  o[h- 
ilion  ^ ;  an  event  perhaps  not  eafy  to  be  re- 
membered on  any  other  occaflon. 

Thirdly,  That  it  will  ftrengthen  die 
hands  of  government,  which  in  diis  na- 
tion being,  by  the  confent  of  all  true 
patriots,  allowed  to  be  the  fole  right  of 
die  loweft  of  the  people,  or  nrK>b,  with 
whom  fuch  patriots  wonderfully  agree  in 
their  political  fentiments,  what  can  fo  efiec- 
tually  (ecure  to  them  the  dominion  they 
now  exercife  over  us,  as  putting  arms  into 
their  hands,  and  teaching  them  how  to  ufe 
them  ?  This  muft  certainly  ftrengthen  the 
hands  of  thefe  our  governors,  and  confe-* 
quendy  of  government  itfelf. 

Fourthly,  It  will  reduce  the  price  of  our 
provifions  and  maaufiidures,  and  extend 
cur  trade ;  becaufe  when  the  good  people  of 
England  are  thus  armed  and  difci[^ned» 
diey  will  be  enaUed  to  take  away  mea^ 

*  In  oppofing  that  part  of  it  which  eoafiedt  that  die 
MiCtla  ibould  be  exeitifed  on  Sundays. 

QOQla 
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Cortr»  and  maltj  and  all  ether  provifions 
from  for^ft^lers  and  ingrofierSj  butchers^ 
millers,  and  fanners,  at  a  reafonable  price, 
pf  which  they  themielves  mufl:  always  be 
the  heft  and  moft  impartial  judges.  When 
the  price  of  proyifions  is  thus  happily  re- 
duced, that  of  our  manufaftures  muft 
inevitably  fall  in  due  proportion ;  and  the 
reduftion  of  theft  muft  as  certainly  carry 
more  of  them  to  foreign  markets,  and 
confequendy  extend  our  trade.  The  truth 
pf  this  has  been  fb  often  demonftrated  by 
all  writers  on  trade,  and  all  whoft  trade  is 
writing,  that  it  is  here  ncedlefs  to  fay  any 
more  on  the  fubjeft. 

Fifthly,  That  it  will  increafe  the  num- 
IpItT  6f  ouf  people:  to  be  convinced  of 
whichj  gcnde  reader,  figure  to  thyfelf  all 
the  handfonhieft  young  fellows  in  every 
(Tounty,  each  armed  like  the  hero  in  a 
romance,  dreft,  powdered,  and  toupecd 
by  die  reforming  hand  of  a  genteel  fer- 
jeant  5  then  tiirn  thy  eyes  to  the  numerous 
groupe  of  fair  fpedtators  in  Sunday  gowns, 
aiid  clean  Unen^  who  will  not  fail  to  at* 
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tend  fo  tempting  a  Ihow;  then  if  dwu 
hall  not  lofl  aH  feeling  both  mental  and 
corporeal,  thou  canft  not  doubt  but  that 
fo  much  valour  on  one  fide,  and  fo  much 
beauty  on  the  other,  will  certainly  pro- 
duce much  mutual  afFefbion,  and  that 
this  will  as  infallibly  be  the  caufc  of  much 
procreation,  and  in  a  great  meafure  repair 
the  lofles  occafioned  by  our  migrations  to 
America,  and  the  depredations  of  gin. 
If  it  be  objefted,  that  to  balance  this, 
many  lives  will  be  loft  by  the  inftitution 
of  thefe  forces,  by  the  accidental  difcharg^ 
of  their  firelocks,  or  the  too  valiant  ufe  o( 
their  fwords  in  drunken  quarrels  j  I  an- 
fwer,  thefe  accidents  may  fometimcs  hap- 
pen J  but,  as  on  the  moft  moderate  com- 
putation,  every  one  in  thefe  corps  will 
probably  beget  three  children  before  he 
kills  one  man,  it  cannot  fail  to  increafe 
the  number  of  our  people.  Though  this 
good  efFed  of  this  truly  national  fcheme 
has  not,  that  I  know  of,  been  obferved  by 
any  author,  who  has  undertaken  to  recom-; 

mead 
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mend  it  to  the  public,  yet  it  has  not 
cfcaped  the  quick-fighted  eyes  of  our  fa- 
gacious  Icgiflature  * ;  who,  on  this  very 
account,  have  this  year  voted  a  large  funri 
to  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  and  propofe  to 
increafe  it  ftill  further  as  foon  as  thefe  na- 
tional forces  begin  to  aft  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country. 

Laftly,  That  it  may  be  carried  into 
execution  without  any  expence  to  the 
public,  and  this  by  a  method  fo  extremely 
obvious,  that  it  is  furprifing  the  wifdom 
of  Parliament  has  not  difcovered  it.  The 
method  I  mean  is  no  more  than  this :  that 
as  every  man  who  attends  on  the  days  of 
cxercifc,  and  continues  fober,  is  by  the 
prcfent  bill  to  receive  fixpence,  I  would 
have  it  further  cnafted,  that  every  one 
who  is  drunk  on  thofe  days,  Ihould  pay  the 
faid  fum  of  fixpence,  to  be  applied  towards 
the    fupport  of  this  national  force,  a  very 

•  This  feflions  the  parliament  voted  a  mnth  greater 
fum  to  the  Foundling  Hofpital,  than  had  ever  been  be- 
/pre  thought  on. 

•  fmall 
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finall  penalty,  fure,  lor  fo  great  a  nt^e6t 
of  du^  where  die  fafety  of  his  country  is 
^  ftake.  Now,  whoever  has  been  prefiu 
at  a  hir,  a  feflions,  a  horfe-rac^  an  affises, 
a  cricket-match,  or  a  vi&atioo^  or  any 
other  numeious  meetiqg  in  the  country, 
muft  know,  that  on  the  moft  cnh^g^ 
computation,  the  number  of  fbber  cannot 
exceed  the  prqx>rdon  of  one  in  ten  of 
thofe  who  are  drunk;  and  diere  is  no 
reafon  that  I  know  of  to  fuppofe  that  the 
majority  will  be  leis  on  this  occafion.  If 
£>,  the  public,  we  fee,  will  receive  nine 
times  the  flim  eveiy  day  that  it  will  be  ce- 
quired  to  pay,  and  confequently  die  re«- 
maining  eij^  parts  will  amply  ii^)j^ 
thele  forces  with  arms,  ammunidpiv 
doaths,  and  accoutrements.  But,  if  this 
ihould  not  be  found  quite  fufficien^  con« 
fidering  how  frequehdy  they  will  proba- 
bly be  k)ft,  a  fmall  matter  hAi  on  oadiSp 
many  of  which  they  will  readily  learn, 
from  the  inftrudions  of  their  {erjtantSy 
would   eafily  fupply  all  deficicncesi  and 

if 
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if  the  landed  oi&cers  of  thefe  corps 
would  fubmit  to  the  fame  penalties^  ic 
would  much  increafe  the  fundi  but  as 
thde  gentlemen,  who  are  to  receive  ik>- 
thing  for  being  fober,  may  think  it  hard  to 
pay  fixpence  for  being  drunk^  I  would  by 
no  means  infifl:  on  their  being  included^ 
efpecially  as  I  doubt  not  but  the  fum  thus 
railed  will  be  fufficient  to  defray  all  ex^ 
pences,  and  totally  to  indemnify  the  pub-« 
lie  revenues. 

The  objedtbns  made  to  this  fcheme  are 
fo  frivolous  and  abfurd,  that  they  are  by 
no  means  wordiy  of  obfervationj  but  of 
one  or  two  I  will  juft  take  notice.  It  is 
aiTerted,  that  gendemen  of  eftates  in  the 
country,  will  never  fubmit  to  the  duty 
of  officers  without  pay ;  but  whoever  con-^ 
fiders  how  ready  thefe  gentlemen  are,  on 
all  occafionsy  to  execute  the  offices  of 
juftices  of  the  peace,  commiffioners  of 
taxes,  and  turnpikes ;  how  earned  to  fpend 
half  their  time,  and  all  their  cilates,  to  ac« 
^^uire  feats,   and  to  attend  their  duty  in 

Parliament, 


t    i6o    ] 

Parliament,  from  whence  no  pofUble  ad- 
vantage can  accrue,  muft  be  iatisfied  that 
this  is  but  an  unjuft  fufpicion,  founded  oa 
no  reafon,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  true 
zeal  which  they  have  ever  fhewn  in  the  caufc 
of  their  country. 

It  is  alfo  apprehended,  that  many  of 
thefe  gendemen,  by  indolence,  corpulency, 
age,  or  gout,  will  be  rendered  incapable  of 
fighting;  but  the  very  reverfe  of  this  is 
certainly  true,  becaufe  thcfe  very  infirmi- 
ties will  make  it  impoflible  for  them  to 
run  away.  ^ 

And  now  having  demonftrated  the 
truth  of  every  one  of  my  propofitions  be- 
yond the  power  of  all  minifterial  fcrib- 
blers  to  difapprovc,  I  fhall  conclude,  by 
recommending  this  neceffary  fchemc  to 
the  protcftion  of  all  true  lovers  of  their 
country,  earneftly  wiftiing,  that  nothing 
may  prevent  it  from  being  put  in  execu- 
tion as  foon  as  poffible :  then,  O  Britain, 
O  my  country,  will  I  congratulate  thee 
on  the    confummation  of  thy  profpcrity, 

and 
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and  the  happy  period  of  all  thy  calami- 
ties. Long  have  thy  true  patriots  wifhed 
to  fee  thee  engaged  fingly  in  a  war  with 
France,  which,  from  thy  natural  fuperio- 
rity,  muft  always  be  attended  with  glory 
and  fucceis:  long  haft  thou  groaned  un* 
der  the  oppreffions  of  mercenary  allies 
abroad,  and  rapacious  minifters  at  home: 
but  at  laft  the  dme  the  happy  dme  is  ar- 
rived, when  our  wifhes  are  all  fulfilled,  and 
our  misfortunes  wiped  away;  when  wc  are 
in  full  pofleffion  of  flich  a  glorious  war,  with- 
out any  allies,  or  any  adminiftrarion  at  all. 

— —  quod  optanti  nemo  fromittere  Dhum 
Anderet^  volvcnda  Dies  en  attuUt  uUr$! 


Vol.  H. 


M        THOUGHTS 


t    «63    3 


THOUGHTS 

ON      THE 

CAUSES  AND   CONSEQUENCES 

OF  THE 
FRESENr  HIGH  PRICE  OF 

PROVISIONS. 

Pri'vatus  illis  cenfus  erat  brevis 
Commung  magnum. 

TH  E  high  price  of  provifions,  and 
all  the  neceffaries  of  life,  is  an  evil 
fo  inconvenient  to  all  conditions  of  men» 
and  fo  intolerable  to  fome,  that  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  all  ihould  fufFer  it  with 
much  difcontent,  and  many  be  drove  by 
it  into  defpair,  or  into  riot,  rapine,  and 
all  kinds  of  diforders.  The  latter,  indeed^ 
we  cannot  but  expeft,  if  we  confider,  that 
the  enemies  of  all  government  and  fubor« 
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dination,  Co  numerous  in  this  countrf^ 
uill  not  fail  to  avail  thrmfirlvcs  of  this 
favourable  opportunity,  to  fpread  univcrial 
diflatisfa&ion,  and  inBame  the  nunds  of 
the  people  to  leek  redreis  by  iuch  in&« 
rnoiis  and  dangq-ous  methods.  This  they 
endeavour,  too  fuccefsfuUy,  to  cffcS,  by 
daily  reprefenting  in  the  public  papers^ 
that  this  calamity  arifes  from  the  artifices 
of  monopolizers,  rcgratcrs,  foreflallers»  and 
engroffers,  encouraged,  or  at  Icaft  con- 
nived at,  by  minifters  defirous  of  opprct' 
ling  the  people,  and  parliaments  unatten* 
tive  to  their  complaints.  It  is  hard  to 
fey,  whether  the  ignorance  of  thcfe  writers, 
or  their  malevolence,  is  fuperior ;  or,  whe- 
ther the  abfurdity  of  their  principles,  or 
the  mifchief  of  them,  is  the  greateft :  but 
one  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  our  peo- 
ple, notwithftanding  the  prefent  Icarcity, 
we  ftill  better  fed  than  taught.  This  un- 
doubtedly makes  it  ncceflary,  at  this  titnc, 
that  the  true  caules  of  this  evil  fhould  be 
plained   tp  thcm»   which^  if  it  kfient 

not 


not  their  wants,  may  in  fome  meafurc  abate 
dieir  ill-founded  indignation* 

To  this  end  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhtWf 
as  concifcly  as  poflible,  that  the  prefent 
high  price  of  proviQons  arifes  principally 
from  two  fources  j  the  increafe  of  our  na-* 
tional  debts,  and  the  increafe  of  our  riches  j 
that  is,  from  the  poverty  of  the  public, 
and  the  wealth  of  private  individuals.  From 
what  caufes  thefe  have  been  increafed, 
and  what  have  been  the  effefts  of  that  in- 
creafe, (hall  be  the  fubjeftof  the  few  follow- 
ing pages. 

It  will  furely  be  unneceffary  to  enquire 
into  the  caufes  of  the  late  immcnfe  increafe 
of  our  national  debt;  whoever  rcmcmberai 
the  many  millions  annually  borrowed, 
funded,  and  expended,  during  the  laft 
war,  can  be  under  no  difHcuIcy  to  account 
for  its  increafe.  To  pay  intereft  for 
thefe  new  funds,  new  taxes  were  fvcrf 
year  impofed,  and  additional  burthens  laid 
on  every  comfort,  and  almoft  every  ncccC- 
6ry  of  life,  by  former  taxes,  occalioned 
M  3  bf 
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by  former  wars,  before  fufliciendy  loaded. 
Thefe  muft  unavoidably  increafe  the 
prices  of  them,  and  that  in  a  much  greater 
proportion  than  is  ufually  underftocxj ;  for 
a  duty  laid  on  any  commodity  does  not 
only  add  the  value  of  that  duty  to  the  price 
of  that  commodity,  but  the  dealer  in  it 
muft  advance  the  price  double  or  treble 
times  that  fum ;  for  he  muft  not  only  re- 
pay himfelf  the  original  tax,  but  muft 
have  compenfation  for  his  loffes  in  trade 
by  bad  debts,  and  lofs  of  intereft  by  his 
increafed  capital.  Befides  this,  every  new 
tax  does  not  only  affeft  the  price  of  the 
commodity  on  which  it  is  laid,  but  that 
of  all  others,  whether  taxed  or  not,  and 
with  which,  at  firft  fight,  it  feems  to  have 
no  manner  of  connection.  Thus,  for  in- 
ftance,  a  tax  on  candles  muft  raife  the  price 
of  a  coat  or  a  pair  of  breeches :  becaufc, 
out  of  thefe,  all  the  taxes  on  the  candles 
of  the  wool-comber,  weaver,  and  the  tay- 
lor,  muft  be  paid:  a  duty  upon  ale  muft 
raife  iHc  price  of  flioesj  becaufe  from 
1  thena 
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them  all  the  taxes  upon  ale  drartk  by  thft 
tanner,     leather-drefler,    and     Ihoemakeri 
which    is  not    a  litde,  muft  be  refunded- 
No  tax    is   immediately  laid    upon    corn; 
but  the  price  of  it  muft  neceffarily  be  ad- 
vanced; becaufcj  out  of  that,  all  the  in- 
numerable  taxes    paid   by  the  farmer  on 
windows,   foap,  candles,  malt,   hops,    lea- 
ther, fait,  and  a  thoufand  others,  muft  be 
repaid :  fo  that  corn  is  as  efFeftually  taxed, 
as  if  a  duty  by  the  bufhel  had  been  pri- 
marily laid    upon  it;    for  taxes,  like  the 
various  ftreams  which  form  a  general  ih- 
undarion,    by  whatever  channels  they  fe- 
parately  find   admiffion,  unite  at  laft,  and 
overwhelm  the  whole.     The  man,  there- 
fore, who  fold  fand  upon  an  afs,  and  raifed 
the  price  of  it  during  the  late  war,  though 
abufed  for  an  impofition,    moft   certainly 
afted    upon    right    reafons  j    for,    though 
there   were    no   new   taxes  then    impofed 
cither  on  fand  or  affes,  yet  he  found  by 
(experience,  that,   from   the  taxes  laid  on 
almoft  all  other  things,  he  could  neither 
M  4  maintain 
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maincun  himfclf,  bis  wife,  or  his  afs,  ft 
cheap  as  formerly ;  he  was  therefore  under 
a  neceflity  of  advancing  the  price  of  his 
hmd,  out  of  which  alone  all  the  taxes  which 
he  paid  muft  be  refonded.  Thus,  I  diink, 
it  is  evident  beyond  all  doubt»  that  the  ia-> 
Creafe  of  taxes  muft  increafo  the  price  of 
every  thing,  whether  taxed  or  not ;  and  that 
this  is  one  principal  caufe  of  the  prefent  ex- 
traordinary advance  of  provifions^  and  all 
the  neceflaries  of  life. 

The  other  great  fource,  from  whence 
this  calamity  arifes^  is  certainly  our  vaft 
increafe  of  riches ;  the  caufes  and  conle- 
quences  of  which,  I  will  now  briefly  confi- 
der.  That  our  riches  are  in  (aA  amazing^ 
increafed  widiin  a  few  years,  no  one,  who 
is  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with  this  country, 
can  entertain  a  doubt:  whoever  viiH  caft 
his  eyes  on  our  public  works,  our  ft>ads, 
our  bridges,  our  pavements,  and  our  hof- 
pitals,  die  prodigious  extenfion  of  our  ca- 
pital, land  in  fome  proportion  that  of  every 
confiderablc  town  in  Grcat'*BritaiQ j  who^ 


[     1^9    3 

ever  Will  look  into  the  poffcflions  and  et- 
pences  of  individuals,  their  houfes,  fur- 
niture, tables,  equipages,  parks,  gardens, 
cloaths,  plate,  and  jewels,  will  find  every 
where  round  him  fufficient  marks  to  teftify 
to  the  truth  of  this  propofition.  This  great 
increafe  of  private  opulence  is  undoubt- 
edly owing  to  the  very  fame  caufe  which 
increafcd  our  national  debt ;  that  is,  to  the 
enormous  expences  and  unparalleled  fuc*- 
ceft  of  the  late  war  5  and  indeed  very 
much  arifes  from  that  very  debt  itfclf. 
Every  million  funded  is  in  fadt  a  new  cre- 
ation of  fo  much  wealth  to  individuals, 
both  of  principal  and  intereft;  for  the 
principal  being  eafily  transferable,  ope- 
rates exactly  as  fo  much  ca(h ;  and  the 
intereft,  by  enabling  lb  many  to  confunie 
the  commodities  on  which  taxes  are  kid 
for  the  payment  of  it,  in  a  great  meafure, 
produces  annually  an  income  to  difchargc 
itfelf.  Of  all  the  enormous  fums  dicn 
expended,  litde  befides  the  fubfidies, 
granted   t^  German  Princes,  was  loft  to 

the 
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value  of  money  at  the  time  of  the  Normafl 
conquefl:>  was  near  twenty  times  grcaM* 
than  at  prefent ;  and  it  has  been  gradually 
decreafing  from  that  period^  in  proportion 
as  our  riches  have  increafed:'  it  has  de- 
creafed  not  lefs  than  one*third  during  the 
prefent  century  5  and  I  believe  one-half 
at  Jeaft  of  that  third  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Jaft  war,  which  I  doubt  noc^ 
could  it  be  ^xa(^y  eomputed,  would  be 
found  to  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  in- 
oreafe  of  its  quantity,  either  in  real  or  fidi- 
tious  cafh ;  and  that  the  price  of  provifion^ 
is  advanced  in  the  fame  proportion  during 
the  lame  period. 

The  increafc  of  money  does  not  only 
operate  on  the  price  of  provifions  by  the 
diminution  of  its  own  value,  but  by  ena- 
bling more  people  to  purchafe,  and  confer 
quently  to  confume  them;  which  mufl: 
imavoidably  likewife  increafc  their  (card* 
ty,  and  that  mufl:  dill  add  more  to  their 
price.  Twenty  rich  families  will  con- 
iixme  tea  dmeg  as  much  meat>  breadj  but- 
ter. 
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tcr,  foap,  and  candles,  as  twenty  poor  fa* 
milies  confifting  of  the  fame  number ;  and 
the  prices  of  all  thcfe  muft  certainly  rife 
in  proportion  to  the  demand.      This  ef- 
fcft   of  the   increafe  of  wealth   in   many 
countries  of  Europe,  is  very  vifiblc  at  this 
day,  and  in  none  more  than  in  the  northern 
parts  of  this  ifland,   who    having  of  late 
acquired    riches    by    the    introdudion    of 
trade,   manu&Aures,  and  tillage,  can  now 
well  afford  to  eac  roaft  beef,  and  therefore 
confume  much  of  thofc  catde,  widi  which 
they    were   formerly  gUd  to   fupply  us^ 
and  will   not  part  with  the    reft   but  at 
prices  greatly  advanced.     The  confump- 
tion  of  every  thing  is  alio  amazingly  in- 
creafed  from  the  increafe  of  wealth  in  our 
metropolis,  and  indeed  in  every  comer  of 
this  kingdom }  and  the  manner  of  living, 
throughout    all   ranks  and    conditions   of 
men,   is   no  lefs   amazingly  altered:    the 
merchant  who    formerly  thought    himfclf 
fortunate,  if  in  a  courfe  of  thirty  or  forty 
years;  by  a  large  trade  and  ftri£t  cecono- 
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fny,  he  amaflcd  together  as   many  thour 
fand  pounds>  now  acquires  in  a  quarter  of 
that  time  double  that  fum,  or  breaks  for  a 
greater,  and  vies  all  the  while  with  the  firft 
of  our  nobility,  in  his  houfes,  table,  fumi- 
turc,  and  equipage :  the  Ihop-keepcr,  who 
ufed  to  be  well  contented  with  one  dilh  of 
meat,  one  Hre,  and  one  maid,  has  now  two 
or  three  times  as  many  of  each ;  his  wife 
Jias  her  tea,  her  card-parties,  and  her  drcf- 
fing-room;  and  his  prentice   has   climbed 
from  the  kitchen  fire  to  the  front  boxes  at 
the  play-houfe.     The  lowcft  manufadurer 
and  meaneft  mechanic  will  touch  nothing 
but  the  very  beft  pieces  of  meat,  and  the 
fined  white  bread;   and  if  he  cannot  ob- 
tain double   the  wages  for  being  idle,  to 
what  he    formerly  received   for    working 
hard,  he  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  feek  for 
a   redrefs  of  his  grievances,    by  riot  and 
rebellion.     Since   then    the  value   of  our 
money   is  decreafed   by  its  quantity,  our 
confumption   increafed    by  univerlal    lux- 
pry,   and  the   fupplies  which  we  uied   to 

receive 
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ijfceivc  from  poorer  countries,  now  alfi? 
grown  rich,  greatly  diminilhed,  the  prefent 
exorbitant  price  of  all  tlie  neceflaries  of  life 
can  be  no  wonder. 

From  what  has  been  here  offered,  I 
think  this  may  be  readily  accounted  for, 
without  having  recourfe  to  forcftallers, 
regraters,  engroffcrs,  monopolizers,  hig- 
lers,  badgers,  bounties,  poft  -  chaifes, 
turnpike-roads,  enlarging  of  farms,  and 
the  extenlion  of  the  metropolis,  with  all 
that  ridiculous  catalogue  of  caufes,  which 
have  been  afllgned  by  efiay-writcrs  to  this 
evil,  and  frequently  adopted  by  the  ab- 
furdity  of  their  readers*  How  far  all  or 
any  of  thcfe  have  accidentally,  collaterally, 
or  locally  contributed  to  augment  the 
price  of  provifions,  I  cannot  determine, 
nor  do  I  diink  it  of  much  importance  to 
enquires  becaufe  I  am  fatisfied,  whatever 
may  have  been  their  effefts,  they  could 
liave  had  none  at  all,  had  they  not  been 
ajTifted  by  the  firft  and  great  caufe,  the  in- 
creafe  of  riches  j  for  no  arrificcs  of  traders 
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pence,  theif  own  works  arc  a  confutation 
of  their  arguments;  for  nonfenfe  is  a 
commodity  in  which  there  are  too  many 
dealers  ever  to  fufFer  it  to  be  monopolized 
or  engroffcd.  It  is  certainly  therefore 
improper  to  fay  that  provifions  are  dear, 
but  we  Ihould  rather  affirm,  what  is  the 
real  faft,  that  money  is  cheap  5  and  if  the 
complainants  would  ufe  this  exprefEon 
inftead  of  the  other,  and  at  the  fame  time 
conficfer,  that  this  arifes  from  the  fuccefs 
of  our  arms,  and  the  extenfion  of  our 
trade,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  they  were 
not  lefs  diftreffed,  they  would  certainly 
be  lefs  diflatisfied,  and  would,  perhaps,  by 
degrees,  comprehend,  that,  in  a  country 
engaged  in  expenfive  wars  and  fuccefsfiil 
commerce,  there  muft  be  heavy  taxes,  and 
great  riches ;  and  that  where  there  arc 
taxes  and  riches,  there  the  prices  of  pro- 
vifions, and  all  other  things,  muft  bt 
high,  in  fpitc  of  all  the  efforts  of  mi- 
nifters  or  parliaments,  who  ought  by  no 
means  to  be  blamed^  for  not  effeding  im- 
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poffibilitics,  and  counteradling  the  nature  of 
things. 

Secondly,  this  cheapnefs  of  money  in 
its  confequenccs  afFe<5ls  different  condi- 
tions of  men  in  a  very  different  manner  j 
to  fome  it  operates  exaftly  in  the  fame 
manner  as  real  dearnefs  and  fcarcity,  at 
the  fame  time  that  to  others  it  gives  con- 
(iderable  advantages.  All  thofe  who  fub- 
fift  on  fettled  (Upends,  muft  inevitably  be 
ruined  by  it :  merchants,  and  traders  of 
all  kinds,  arc  greatly  benefited;  but  the 
labourer  and  the  land  -  owner  are  molt 
grievoufly  oppreffed.  Thofe  who  fubfift 
on  fetded  ftipends  muft  be  ruined;  bc- 
caufe,  if  their  incomes  cannot  be  ad- 
vanced in  proportion  to  the  decreafe  of 
the  value  of  money,  and  the  confequent 
increafe  of  the  prices  of  every  thing,  the 
fame  nominal  fum  which  would  afford  af- 
fluence in  one  age,  will  not  prevent  ftarv- 
ing  in  another ;  of  which  we  have  nume- 
rous examples  in  our  fchools,  colleges, 
alms-houfes,  and  other  charitable  founda- 
N  2  tionf. 
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tions.  Merchants  and  traders  are  om« 
ftantly  gainers  by  it;  becaufc  they  can 
always  raife  the  prices  of  whatever  they 
deal  in,  fafter  than  the  value  of  money 
decreafes :  but  the  labourer,  having  no- 
thing to  fubfift  on  but  his  daily  work, 
muft  ever  be  behind  hand  in  advancing 
the  price  of  his  labour ;  bccaufe  he  is  not 
able  to  wait  till  it  acquires  its  due  propor- 
tion of  value,  and  therefore  by  it  he  muft 
fufrer  extremely.  The  land-owner  like- 
wife  cannot  raife  his  rents  in  any  propor- 
tion to  the  fall  of  the  value  of  monqr» 
becaufe  the  charges  of  cultivation,  the  &- 
mily-expences  of  the  occupiers^  and  the 
maintenance  of  an  increafing  poor,  all 
burthens  infeparable  from  his  landj  muft 
all  rife  in  proportion  to  that  fall-;  and  thefe 
muft  perpetually  retard  his  progrefs.  The 
price  of  labour  and  of  land  muft  by  de- 
grees advance,  as  money  decreafes  in  va- 
lue ;  but,  as  thefe  are  the  laft  that  will  (eel 
its  efiedb,  the  labourer  muft,  in  the  mean 
time^  be  miferably  pinched^  and  the  land- 
owner 
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owner  dreadfolly  impovcrifhcd  by  it.  This 
is  not  fpeculation,  but  a  fa6t  which  is 
too  well  verified  by  experience  at  this 
time,  through  every  part  of  this  kingdom, 
where  the  labourer,  with  his  utmoft  in- 
duftry,  cannot  now  procure  a  belly-fuU 
for  himfclf  and  his  family;  and,  notwith* 
(landing  all  the  late  improvements  in 
agriculture,  the  very  fame  eftates  in  land 
which  formerly  maintained  a  large  family 
in  (plendor  and  hofpitality,  can  now  fcarce 
repair  and  pay  window-tax  for  a  fpacious 
manfion-houfe,  and  fupply  the  owner  of 
it  with  the  neceffaries  of  life.  When  I 
hear  a  merchant,  contradlqr,  or  broker  call- 
ing out  for  war,  arguing  for  new  loans 
and  new  taxes,  I  wonder  not,  bccaufc  I 
know  that  they  are  enriched  by  them,  and 
I  know  alfo  that  they  have  fagacity  enough 
to  know  it  too :  but  when  I  hear  a  landed 
gentleman  talk  the  fame  language,  when 
I  fee  him  eager  for  war,  which  muft  in- 
volve him  in  new  diftreffes,  encouraging 
loitns,  whofe  intcrcft  he  muft  pay,  pleading 
N  3  for 
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for  taxes,  which  muft  He  an  eternal  mort- 
gage upon  his  eftate,  exulting  in  acquifi- 
tions  of  territories  and  commerce,  which 
muft  daily  increafe  his  expences,  and  di- 
minifli  his  income,  and  triumphing  in 
viAories  which  muft  undo  him,  I  own  I 
am  furprifed,  but  at  the  fame  time  rejoice 
to  find,  that,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
there  is  ignorance  ftill  left  amongft  us, 
fufficient  to  produce  fo  difinterefted  a  pa* 
triot. 

Laftly,  from  the  foregoing  premifcs 
one  confequence  evidendy  appears,  which 
feems  to  have  efcaped  the  fagacity  of  our 
wifeft  pofiticians,  which  is,  that  a  nation 
may,  nay  muft  inevitably  be  ruined,  who 
every  year  increafes  her  debts,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  acquifitions  by  conqueft  or 
commerce  bring  in  double  or  treble  the 
fums  which  flie  is  obliged  to  borrow :  and 
this  by  a  chain  of  caufes  and  confc- 
quences,  which  the  efforts  of  no  human 
power  or  wifdom  are  able  to  dillinite. 
New  debts   require  new  taxes  i    and  new 

taxes 


[     i83    ] 

taxes  muft  incrcafe  the  price  of  provi- 
fions :  new  acquifitions  of  wealth,  by  dc- 
crcafing  the  value  of  money,  ftill  aggra- 
vate this  evil,  and  render  them  ftill 
dearer  5  this  dearnefs  of  provifions  muft 
augment  the  price  of  labour;  this  muft 
advance  the  price  of  all  manufaftures; 
and  this  muft  deftroy  trade ;  the  deftrudtion 
of  trade  muft  ftarve  the  poor,  expel  the  ma- 
nufafturers,  and  introduce  univerfal  bank- 
ruptcy, riot,  and  confiifion.  Artificers  of  all 
kinds  will,  by  degrees,  migrate  into  cheaper 
countries:  the  number  of  clergy,  whofc 
education  muft  grow  more  expenfive, 
and  incomes  left  valuable,  will  be  infuf- 
ficient  for  parochial  duty;  the  pay  of  na- 
vies and  armies  muft  be  augmented,  or 
they  will  no  longer  defend  a  country  which 
cannot  maintain  themj  but  rather  them- 
felves  become  her  internal  and  moft  dan- 
gerous enemies. 

From  what  has  been  here  faid,  I  think 
it   plainly  appears,  that  the  prefent  exor- 
bitant price  of  provifions,  and  all  the  nc- 
N  4  ceffarie* 
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ccflkrics  of  life,  chiefly  arifcs  from  the  in* 
ercafe  of  our  taxes,  and  of  our  riches  | 
that  is,  from  public  poverty  and  private 
opulence,  the  fatal  difeafe  which  has  put  a 
period  to  all  the  greateft  and  moft  flouriih- 
ing  empires  of  the  world  j  their  deftruc- 
tive  cffefts  have  been  fufficiently  known 
in  all  ages  ;  but  the  remedy  fuccelifully  tp 
be  applied  to  them,  is  yet  a  fecret.  No  ac- 
quifition  of  foreign  wealth  can  be  efieftual 
for  this  purpofc :  was  our  whole  national 
debt  to  be  at  once  paid  off,  by  the  intro- 
duflion  of  all  the  treafures  of  the  Eaft^ 
it  would  but  accelerate  our  deftruftion  j ' 
for  fujch  a  vaft  and  fudden  influx  of  riches 
would  fo  enhance  ouf  cxpcnces,  and  de- 
creafe  the  value  of  money,  that  we  fhould 
at  once  be  overwhelmed  with  luxury  and 
want.  The  moft  concife  method  of  cure 
would  be  to  take  fuperabundant  wealth 
from  individuals,  and  with  it  difcharge 
the  debts  of  the  public ;  but  here  juftice^ 
Jiberty,  and  law,  would  oWlruft  our 
progrefs    with    infurmountablc  difficulties. 

Whoever 
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Whoever  therefore  would  attempt  this  fe-f 
lutary,  but  arduous  undertaking,  muft  not 
begin  by  extirpating  engroffers  and  regra- 
ters,  nor  by  deftroying  rats  and  (parrows, 
thofe  great  foreftalkrs  of  the  public  marr 
ketsj  but  by  gradually  paying  off  that 
debt,  not  only  by  oeconomy,  but  by  the 
mofl-  avaricious  parfimony,  and  as  far  as 
poflible  by  narrowing  thofe  channclS| 
through  which  riches  have  flowed  in  fuch 
torrents  into  the  pockets  of  private  men : 
he  muft  be  deaf  to  all  mercantile  appli- 
cation for  opening  new  inlets  of  commerce 
at  the  public  expencej  he  muft  boldly 
refift.all  propofitions  for  fetding  new  co- 
lonies upon  parliamentary  eftimates;  and 
moft  carefully  avoid  entering  into  new 
wars :  in  fhort,  he  muft  obftinately  refufe 
to  add  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to 
the  national  debt,  though  by  that  means 
millions  could  be  introduced  through  the 
hands  of  individuals.  How  far  thefe  mea- 
fures  are  prafticabic,  or  confiftent  with 
the  honour,  dignity,  or  even  advantage  of 

this 
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fl>  ftuga  Jtria  ducuni 
In  mala; 
as  they  tend  to  deceive,  to  dilappoint,  and  to 
rxafperate  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  and  to 
leave  thofe  of  their  betters  difcontented, 
and  diffatisfied  with  government ;  what- 
ever fhall  explain  the  true  and  fundamental 
caufes  of  this  calamity  to  the  people,  and 
give  Ibme  check  to  the  nonfcnfe,  which  is 
every  where  wrote,  talked,  and  propagated 
on  this  fubjecl,  is  an  attempt,  which  may 
render  great  and  important  lervice  both  to 
the  fecial  and  die  political  world. 


T  H  I 
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T  H  B 

OBJECTIONS 

TO      T  H  B 

TAXATION 

OF      OUR 

AMERICAN    COLONIES, 

BY      T  H  B 

LEGISLATURE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

BRIEFLY      CONSIDBRED* 

WRITTEN    IN    THE    YEAR    I765. 

THE  right  of  the  le^flaturc  of  Great 
Britain  to  impofe  taxes  on  her  Amc^ 
rican  colonies,  and  the  expediency  of  ex« 
crting  that  right  in  the  prefent  conjunfturei 
are  propodtions  fo  indifputably  clear,  thac 
I  ihould  never  have  thought  it  neceilary  to 
have  undertaken  their  defence,  had  not 
Tmny  arguments  been  lately  flung  out^ 
a  both 
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both  in  papers  and  converlalion,  which 
wich  infolence  equal  to  their  abfurdity  de- 
ny them  both.  As  thcfe  arc  ufually  mixt 
up  wich  feveral  patriotic  and  favourite 
words,  fuch  as  Liberty,  Property,  Eng- 
lilhmen,  &c.  which  are  apt  to  make  ftrong 
impreffions  on  that  more  numerous  part 
of  mankind,  who  have  ears  but  no  under- 
ftanding,  it  will  not,  I  think,  be  improper 
to  give  them  fome  anfwers  :  to  this  there- 
fore I  fhall  fingly  confine  myfelfi  and  do  it 
in  as  few  words  as  poflible,  being  fenfible 
tliat  the  feweft  will  give  leaft  trouble  to  my- 
felf,  and  probably  moft  information  to  my 
reader. 

The  great  capital  argument,  which  I 
find  on  this  fubjedt,  and  which,  like  an 
elephant  at  the  head  of  a  Nabob's  army, 
being  once  overthrown,  muft  put  the 
whole  into  confufion,  is  this:  that  no 
Englifliman  is,  or  can  be  taxed,  but  by 
his  own  confent :  by  which  muft  be  meant 
one  of  thefe  three  propofitions ;  either 
that  no  Englishman  can  be  taxed  without 

his 
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his  own  confent  as  an  individual ;  or  diat 
no  Englifhman  can  be  taxed  without  th« 
confent  of  the  perfons  he  chufes  to  repre- 
fcnt  him;  or  that  no  Englifliman  can  be 
taxed  without  the  confent  of  the  majority 
of  all  thofe,  who  are  elefted  by  himfelf 
and  others  of  his  fellow- fubjefts  to  repre- 
fent  them.  Now  let  us  impartially  con- 
fider,  whether  any  one  of  thefe  propofi- 
uons  are  in  fa6t  true :  if  not,  then  this 
wonderful  ftrufture  which  has  been  erefted 
upon  them,  falls  at  once  to  the  ground,  and 
like  another  Babel,  perifhes  by  a  conflifion 
of  words,  which  the  builders  themfelvcs  are 
unable  to  underftand. 

Firft  then,  that  no  Englifhman  is  or  can 
be  taxed  but  by  his  own  confent  as  an  indi- 
vidual :  this  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that 
it  is  the  very  reverfe  of  truth  j  for  no  man 
that  I  know  of  is  taxed  by  his  own  confent; 
and  an  Englifhman,  I  believe,  is  as  little 
likely  to  be  fo  taxed,  as  any  man  in  the 
world. 

Secondly,   that    no    Englifhman    is,   or 
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Can  be  taxed,  but  by  the  conlcnt  of  thofc 
perfons,  whom  he  has  chofe  to  reprefcnt 
him;  for  the  truth  of  this  I  (hall  appeal  only 
to  the  candid  reprefentatives  of  thofc  un- 
fortunate counties  which  produce  cyder,  and 
fliall  willingly  acquiefce  under  their  deccr- 
mination« 

Laftly,  that  no  Engliftiman  is>  or  can  be 
taxed,    without    the  confent  of  the    majo- 
rity of  thofe,  who  are  cledted    by  himf^l^ 
and  others    of  his   fellow-fubjefts,    to  rc- 
prefent  them.     This  is  certainly  as  falfc  as 
the  other  twoj    for  every   Engliftiman  is 
taxed,  and  not  one   in  twenty  reprefcotcd  i 
copyholders,    leafeholdcrs,     and     all     men 
pofleffcd  of  perlbnal  property   only,  chufe 
no  reprefentatives:    Manchefter,   Birming- 
ham, and  many  more  of  our  richeft   and 
moft    flourifhing   trading     towns    fend  no 
members  to  parliament,  confcquendy   can- 
not confent  by  their  reprefentatives,  becaufe 
they  chufe  none  to  reprefcnt  them  s    yet  are 
they  not    Engliflimcn  ?    or    arc    they  not 
taxed? 

I  am 
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1  am  well  awarfe,  that  I  (hall  hear  Locke, 
Sidney,  Selden,  and  many  other  great 
names  quoted,  to  prove  that  every  Eng- 
li/hman,  whether  he  has  a  right  to  vote  for 
.  a  reprefentative  or  not,  is  ftill  reprefented 
in  the  Bricifli  parliament;  in  which  opi- 
nion they  all  agree :  on  wh^t  principle  of 
commqn  fenfe  this  opinion  is  founded  I 
comprehend  not,  but  on  the  authority  of 
fuch  refpedtable  names  I  fhall  acknow- 
ledge its  truth;  biit  then  I  will  afk  one 
queftion,  and  on  that  I  will  reft  the  whole 
merits  of  the  caufe :  Why  does  not  this 
imaginary  reprcfentation  extend  to  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  over  the  whole  ifland  of 
Great  Britain  ?  If  it  can  travel  three  hun- 
dred miles,  why  not  three  thoufand  ?  if  it 
can  jump  over  rivers  and  mountains,  why 
cannot  it  fail  over  the  ocean  ?  If  the  towns 
of  Mancheftcr  and  Birmingham  fending 
no  reprefentatives  to  parliament,  are  not- 
withftanding  there  reprefented,  why  are 
not  the  cities  of  Albany  and  Bofton 
equally  reprefented  in  that  aflembly  ?  Are 
they  not  alik^  Brililh  fubjcfts?  are  they 
Vol.  II.  O  M 
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not  Englifhmcn  ?  or  arc  they  only  Eng- 
lifhmen  when  they  folicit  for  protefUon,  but 
not  Englilhmen  when  taxes  are  required  to 
enable  this  country  to  protect  thenri  ? 

But  it  is  urged,  that  the  colonies  are  bf 
their  charters  placed  under  diftin^l  govern- 
nrents,  each  of  which  has  a  legiflative  power 
within  itfelf,  by  which  alone  it  ought  to  be 
taxed ;  that  if  this  privilege  is  once  given  up, 
that  liberty  which  every  Englifliman  has  a 
right  to,  is  torn  from  them,  they  arc  all 
flaves,  and  all  is  loft. 

The  liberty  of  an  Englifhman  is  a  phraie 
of  fo  various  a  figniBcation,  having  within 
thefe  few  years  been  ufed  as  a  fynonymous 
term  for  blafphemy,  bawdy,  treafbn,  li* 
bels,  ftrong  beer,  and  cyder,  that  I  fhall 
not  here  prefumc  to  define  its  meaiung, 
but  I  fhall  venture  to  affert  what  it  cannot 
mean  I  that  is,  an  exemption  from  taxes 
impofed  by  the  authority  of  the  pariia- 
ment  of  Great  Britain ;  nor  is  there  any 
charter,  that  ever  pretended  to  grant  ilich 
a   privilege    to    any  colony  in   America; 

and 
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Ind  had  they  granted  it,  it  could  have  had 
no    force:   their    charters    being   derived 
from  the  crown,  and  no  charter  from  the 
crown  can  poflibly  fuperfede  the  right  of 
the  whole   legiflature :  ^  their  charters  arc 
undoubtedly    no   more    than  thofe  of  all 
corporations,    which    empower    them    to 
make    bye  laws,  and  raife  duties  for  the 
purpofes  of  their  own  police,  for  ever  fub- 
jedt  to  the  fuperior  authority  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  in  fomc  of  their  charters,  the 
manner  of  exercifing  thefe  powers  is  fpe* 
cified  in  thefe  exprefs  words,  "  according  to 
**  the  courfe  of  other  corporations  in  Great 
"  Britain  i"  and  therefore  they  can  have  no 
more  pretence  to  plead  an  exemption  from 
this  parliamentary  authority,  than  any  other 
corporation  in  England. 

It  has  been  moreover  alledged,  that, 
though  parliament  may  have  power  to 
impofe  taxes  on  the  colonies,  they  have  no 
right  to  ufe  it,  becaufe  it  would  be  an  un- 
juft  taxj  and  no  fupreme  or  legiflative 
power  can  have  a  right  to  enadt  any  law 
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in  its  nature  unjuft:  to  this,    I  (hall  only 
make  this  (hort  reply,  that  if  Parliament 
can  impole  no  tases  but  what  are  cquiu- 
ble,  and  the  perfons  taxed   are   to  be  the 
judges  of  that  equity,  they  will    in   effcft 
have  no  power  to  lay  any  tax  at  all.     No  tax 
can  be  impofed  exadly  equal  on  all ;  and  if 
it  is  not  equal,  it  cannot  be  juft;   and  if 
it  is  not  juft,  no  power  whatever  can  im- 
pofe  it ;  by  which  fliort  fyilogifm,  all  tax- 
ation is  at  an  end ;  but  why  it  fliould  not  be 
ufed  by  Englifhmen  on  this  fide  the  Atlan- 
tic, as  well  as  by  thofe  on  the  other,  I  do 
not  comprehend. 

Thus  much  for  the  right.  Let  us  now 
a  little  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  this 
meafure ;  to  which  two  objeftions  have  been 
made  -,  that  the  time  is  improper,  and  the 
manner  wrong. 

As  to  the  firft,  can  any  time  be  more 
proper  to  require  fome  afliftance  from  our 
colonies,  to  prefcrvc  to  themlelves  their 
prefcnt  fafety,  than  when  this  country  is 
almoft  undone  by  procuring  it  ?  Can  any 

dmt 


C    197   ] 

time  be  more  proper  to  impofe  fome  tax 
upon  their  tr^de,  than  when  they  are  en- 
abled to  rival  us  in  our  manufaftures,  by 
the  encouragement  and  protection  which 
we  have  given  them?  Can  any  time  be 
more  proper  to  oblige  them  to  fettle  hand- 
fome  incomes  on  their  governors,  than 
when  we  find  them  unable  to  procure 
fubfiftence  on  any  other  terms  than  thofc 
of  breaking  all  their  inftrudions,  and  be- 
traying the  rights  of  their  fovereign  ?  Can 
there  be  a  more  proper  time  to  com- 
pel them  to  fix  certain  falaries  on  their 
judges,  than  when  we  fee  them  fo  depen-* 
dent  on  the  humours  of  their  aflemblies, 
that  they  can  obtain  a  livelihood  no  lon- 
ger than  quam  diu  Je  male  gefferint?  Can 
there  be  a  more  proper  time  to  force  them 
to  maintain  an  army  at  their  expence^  than 
when  that  army  is  neccflary  for  their  own 
proteftion,  and  we  are  utterly  unable  to 
fupport  it?  Laftly,  can  there  be  a  more 
proper  time  for  this  mother  country  tq 
leave   off  feedmg  out  of  her  own  vitals, 
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thefe  children  ^R^iom  fhe  has  nurfed  vp^ 
than  ^en  they  are  arrived  at  (uch  ftrength 
and  maturity  as  to  be  well  aUe  to  provide 
for  themfelves,  and  ought  rather  with 
filial  duty  to  give  ibme  alliflancc  to  her 
dillrefles. 

As  to  the  manner;  that  is,  the  inv- 
pofing  taxes  on  the  colonies  by  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament^  it  is  faid  to  be  harih 
and  arbitrary;  and  that  it  would  have 
been  more  confident  with  jufticc,  at  leafl; 
with  maternal  tendemefs,  for  adminiflia- 
tion  here  to  have  fetded  quotas  on  each 
of  the  colonies,  and  have  then  tranf*- 
mitted  them  with  injunctions,  that  the 
fums  allotted  fhould  be  immediately  railed 
by  their  relpeftivc  legiflatures,  on  the  pe- 
nalty of  their  being  impofed  by  parlia- 
ment, in  cafe  of  their  non-compliance? 
But  was  this  to  be  done,  what  would  be 
the  confequence  ?  Have  their  alfemblies 
(hewn  fo  much  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  Crown,  that  we  could  reafonably  ex- 
pert that  diey  would  immediately  tax  them- 
felves 
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fclvcs  on  the  arbitrary  command  of  a  mi- 
nifter  ?  Would  it  be  poffiblc  here  to  fetdc 
thofe  quotas  with  juftice^  or  would  any  one 
of  the  colonies  fubmit  to  them,  were  they 
ever  fo  juft?  Should  we  not  be  compared 
to  thofe  Roman  tyrants,  who  ufed  to  fend 
orders  to  their  fubjcfts  to  murder  them- 
felves  within  fo  many  hours,  moft  oblig- 
ingly leaving   the    method    to   their  own 
choice,  but  on  their  difobedience  threaten- 
ing a  more  fcverc  fate  from  the  hands  of 
an  executioner  ?  And  fhould  we  not  re« 
ceivc    votes,    fpeeches,    refolutions,    peti- 
tions,   and    remonftrances   in    abundance, 
inftead  of  taxes  ?  In  fhort,  we  either  have 
a  right  to  tax  the  colonies;^  or  we  have  not : 
if  parliament  is   pofTeiTed    of  this    right, 
why  Ihould  it  be  exercifed  with  more  de- 
licacy in  America,  than  it  has  ever  been 
even    in   Great  Britain  itfelf  ?    If  on  the 
other  hand,  they  have  no  fuch  right,  furc 
it  is  below  the  dignity  as  well  as  juftice  of 
the  legiflature,  to  intimidate  the  colonies 
O  4  with 
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with  vain  threats,  which  they  have  really  no 
right  to  put  in  execution. 

One  method  indeed  has  been  hinted  a^ 
and  but  one,  that  might  render  the  erer- 
cife  of  this  power  in  a  Britifh  parliament 
jufl:  and  legal,  which  is  the  introdu6tioQ 
of  reprefentatiyes  from  the  fevcral  colo- 
nies into  that  body ;  but  as  this  has  never 
ferioufly  b^en  propofed,  I  fhall  not  here 
confider  the  imprafticability  of  this  me- 
thod, nor  the  efFefts  of  it,  if  it  could  be 
pradtifed ;  but  only  fay,  that  I  have  lately 
feen  fo  many  fpecimens  of  the  great  pow- 
ers of  fpeech,  of  which  thefe  American 
gentlemen  are  pofleflcd,  that  I  fhould  be 
much  afraid,  that  the  fuddcn  importation 
of  fo  much  eloquence  at  once,  would 
greatly  endanger  the  fafcty  and  govera- 
ment  of  this  country  j  or  in  terms  more 
fafhionable,  though  lefs  underftpod,  this 
our  moft  excellent  conftitution.  If  we 
pan  avail  ourfelves  of  thefe  taxes  on  no 
other  condition,  I   (hall  never  look  upon 
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It  as  a  meafure  of  frugality  j  being  perfeftly 
facisfied,  that  in  the  end,  it  will  be  much 
cheaper  for  us  to  pay  their  army,  than  their 
orators. 

I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  one  pru- 
dential reafon,  which  I  have  heard  fre- 
quently urg-d  againft  this  taxation  of  the 
colonies,  which  is  this  :  that  if  they  ar'e  by 
this  means  impoverifhed,  they  will  be  un- 
able to  purchafe  our  manufactures,  and 
confequently  we  fhall  lofe  that  trade,  front 
which  the  principal  benefit  which  we  re- 
ceive from  them  muft  arife.  But  furcly, 
it  requires  but  little  fagacity  to  fee  the 
weaknefs  of  this  argument;  for  (hould 
fhe  colonies  raife  ta^jes  for  the  purpofes  of 
their  own  government  and  proteftion^ 
would  the  money  fo  raifcd  be  immediately 
annihilated?  What  fome  pay,  would  not 
others  receive  ?  Would  not  thofe  whq 
fo  receive  it,  (land  in  need  of  as  many  of 
our  manufactures  as  thofe  who  pay  ?  Was 
the  army  there  maintained  at  the  expence 
pf  thd^  Americans,  would  the  Ibldiers  want 

fewer 
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fewer  coats^  hats^  fhirts>  or  flioesy  than  at 
prefent?  Had  the  judges  falaries  a(cer« 
tained  to  theni>  would  they  not  have  occa^ 
fion  for  as  coftly  periwigs,  or  robes  of"  as 
cxpenfivc  fcarlet,  as  marks  of  their  legal 
abiliues,  as  they  now  wear  in  their  prefent 
ftate  of  dependency?  Or  had  their  gover- 
nors better  incomes  fettled  on  them  for 
obferving  their  inftru6idons^  than  they  can 
now  with  difficulty  obtain  for  difbbeying 
Aem,  would  they  expend  Icfs  money  m 
their  feveral  governments,  or  bring  home 
at  their  return  lefs  riches,  to  lay  out  in  die 
manufaftories  of  their  native 'country  ? 

It  has  been  likewife  aflertedt  that  every 
Ihilling  which  our  colonies  can  raife  eidier 
by  cultivation  or  commerce,  finally  cen- 
ters in  this  country;  and  therefore  it  is 
argued,  we  can  acquire  nodiing  by  thdr 
taxation,  fince  we  can  have  no  more  than 
their  all;  and  whether  this  comes  in  by 
taxes  or  by  trade,  the  confequence  is  the 
fame.  But  allowing  this  aflertion  to  be 
true,  which  it  is  not,  yet  the  rtalbmng 
5  upon 


C    ao3    ] 

upon  it  is  glaringly  falfe :  for  furely  it  is 
not  the  fame^  whether  the  wealth  derived 
from  thefe  colonies  flows  immediately  in- 
to the  coffers  of  the  public^  or  into  the 
pockets  of  individuals^  from  whence  it 
muft  be  fqueezed  by  various  domeftic 
taxes  before  It  can  be  rendered  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  the  nation:  furely  it  is  by  no 
means  the  fame^  whether  this  money 
brought  in  by  taxes  enables  us  to  diminifh 
part  of  that  enormous  debt  contrafted  by 
the  laft  expenfive  war,  or  whether  com- 
ing in  by  trade  it  enables  the  merchant^  by 
augmenting  his  influence  together  with  his 
wealth,  to  plunge  us  into  new  wars  and  new 
debts  for  his  private  advantage. 

From  what  has  been  here  faid,  I  think 
that  not  only  the  right  of  the  legiflature  of 
Great  Britain  to  impofc  taxes  on  her  Co- 
lonies, not  only  the  expediency,  but  the 
abfolute  necelTity  of  exercifing  that  right 
in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  has  been  fo 
clearly,  though  concifely  proved,  that  it 
13  to  be  hoped  that  in  this  great  and  im- 
portant 
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portant  queftion,  all  parties  and  faftioos,  or 
in  the  more  polite  and  falhionable  term,  all 
connexions  will  moft  cordially  unite;  that 
every  member  of  the  Britifh  Parliament, 
whether  in  or  out  of  humour  widi  admini* 
ftration,  whether  he  has  been  turned  out  bc- 
caufe  he  has  oppofed,  or  whether  he  op- 
pofcs  bccaufe  he  has  been  turned  out,  will 
endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power  to 
fuport  this  meafure.  A  meafure  which  muft 
not  only  be  approved  by  every  man,  who 
has  any  property  or  common  fenfc,  but 
which  ought  to  be  required  by  every  Eng-^ 
)ilh  fubjcd:  of  an  Englifli  adminiftration. 
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REFLECTIONS 


O   N 


SEVERAL    SUBJECTS. 


AL  L  foolifh  people  are  wife, enough  to 
be  foon  tired  of  their  own  company  j 
and  therefore  impatient  of  folitude,  per- 
petually impofe  it  upon  their  unfortunate 
acquaintance. 

Thofe  who  are  extremely  civil,  are  fel- 
dom  fociable  j  becaufe  they  receive  more 
trouble,  than  entertainment  from  com* 
pany. 

That  men  ufually  grow  more  covetous 
as  they  grow  older,  does  not  fo  much  pro- 
ceed from  the  increafe  of  their  afFeftion 
for  wealth,  as  from  the  decreafe  of  their 
inclinations  for  any  thing  befide :  their 
regard    for    money   continues    the    fame, 

but 
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but  they  meet  with  fewer  temptations  fO 
part  with  it;  dieir  love  of  pleafures  is 
kilened  byfadety,  dieir  ambition  by  dif^ 
appointments,  their  prodigality  by  expe- 
rience, and  their  generofity  by  ingrati- 
tilde. 

Every  year,  as  we  grow  older,  appean 
Ihorter  than  the  preceding,  and  the  reaibo 
of  it  is  this  i  all  our  ideas  of  time  muft  be 
derived  from  that  portion  of  it,  in  which 
we  have  already  exifted,  and  that  muft  be 
the  ftandard  by  which  we  meafurc  it;  as 
this  ftandard  therefore  extends  idclf  by 
our  living  longer,  fo  every  period  muft  ap- 
pear ihorter  in  proportion  to  iti  thus 
when  we  have  lived  ten  years,  one  year  ii 
the  tenth  part  of  the  duration  of  our  whcdc 
cxillence ;  but  when  we  have  lived  eighty, 
it  is  then  but  the  eightieth  part  of  the  (amc 
term. 

Honour  is  but  a  fi&itious  kind  of  ho- 
nc^ :  a  mean,  but  a  neceflary  fubftitine 
for  it  in  fociedes,  who  have  none :  it  is  a 
ibrt  of  paper  credit  with  which  men  aic 

obliged* 
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obliged  to  tradci  who  are  deficient  in  the 
(lerling  cafh  of  true  morality  and  religion. 

Women  arc  certainly  not  at  all  inferior 
to  men  in  refolution,  and  perhaps  much 
lefs  in  couragCy  than  is  commonly  ima^ 
gined:  the  reafon  they  appear  fo  is>  be» 
caufe  women  afFcft  to  be  more  afraid, 
than  they  really  are,  and  men  pretend  to 
be  lefs. 

Men's  opinions  much  oftener  proceed 
from  their  adtions,  than  dieir  adions  from 
their  opinions :  they  aft  firft,  and  then  with 
great  fecility  reconcile  their  principles  to 
their  conduAj  for  which  reafon  we  find 
many,  whom  no  advantage  can  induce  to  do 
any  thing,  which  appears  to  them  wrong  s 
but  of  that  many,  very  few,  who  can  ever 
be  convinced  that  any  thing  is  wrong,  fix>m 
whence  cither  pleafure  or  profit  accrues  to 
themfelvcs. 

Were  all  men  honcft,  the  world  would  go 
on  much  more  happily  than  it  docs  at 
prcfent;  but  were  aU  men  wife,  it  would 

not 


[    ao8     1 

hot  go  on  at  all:  fo  greatly  preferable  is 
honefty  to  underftanding. 

As  a  man  of  fenfe  can  ufually  out-wit 
a  fool,  becaufe  his  defigns  are  inconceiva- 
ble to  his  adverfary's  underftanding  j  fo  a 
fool  will  fometimes  be  too  cunning  for  a 
wife  man,  for  the  very  fame  reaibn  -,  that  is, 
becaufe  he  will  conceive  fchemes,  which 
could  never  enter  into  a  wifer  head  than  his 
own.  Counter-plotting  an  abfurd  fellow  is 
dike  fighting  a  left  handed  fencer  i  you  re- 
ceive a  wound,  becaufe  it  comes  in  a  direc- 
tion from  whence  you  had  no  reafon  to  cx- 
peft  it,  and  he  gains  a  viftory  merely  by  his 
aukwardnefs. 

Much  fpirit  and  litde  fenfe  are  the  worft 
ingredients  of  which  a  human  creature 
can  be  compofedj  he,  who  has  much 
Ipirit  and  much  underftanding,  will  pro- 
bably make  a  great  and  illuftrious  charac- 
ter: he,  who  has  litde  fpirit  and  litde 
fenfe,  may  prove  an  honeft,  ufeful,  and 
happy  man :  but  he,  who  is  fo  unfortunate 
2  a$ 
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las  to  have  a  great  deal  of  fpirit^  and  a 
Jmall  (hare  of  underftanding,  muft  ever  be 
mifchievous  to  others^  and  miferable  in 
himfelf 

Contempt  among  mankind^  like  aftion 
and  re-aftion  in  folid  bodies>  is  alwajrs  re- 
cipmcal  and  equal;  whoever  defpifes  his 
company,  may  be  affured^  that  he  is  not 
lefs  defpifed  by  them :  a  wife  man  is  juft 
as  much  defpifed  amongfl:  fools,  as  a  fool 
amongft  ^ife  men :  whores  and  gamefters 
are  not  more  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
others,  than  all  others  are  in  theirs,  who 
arc  not  of  their  own  genteel  fraternity. 

Our  refentmettts  and  attachments  arc 
commonly  the  principal  obftacles  which 
retard  us  in  our  progrefs  to  wealth  and 
greatnefs :  he,  who  can  totally  exonerate 
hlmfelf  of  thefe  two  grand  impediments, 
the  remembrance  of  paft  injuries,  and  gra- 
titude for  paft  benefactions,  can  hardly  fail 
of  travelling  through  the  dirty  roads  of  bufi- 
nefs  and  ambition^  with  great  alacrity  and 
fucccfsk 

Vol.  IL  P  Thofe, 


Thofe,  who  live  idly  on  hereditary  for- 
tunes, are  apt  to  look  with  much  envy  oa 
the  wealth  and  afRuence  enjoyed  by  men 
in  profeflions,  and  with  no  leis  indignadoo 
oii    the  unjuft  means,   by  which,  in  nx>ft 
profeflions,  they   are  acquired  i     but  they 
ought    to    confider,    that  to    thcfc    very 
means,  unjuft  as  they  are,  they  themfelves 
arc  indebted  for  the  ftcurity  of  their  own 
lives,  liberties,  and  eftates  s  for  fuch  is  the 
nature  of  mankind,  that  if,  in  their  gpnc- 
ral  ftruggle  for   wealth   and   power,   they 
cannot  fucceed  by  art,  they  will   infalliUy 
make  ufe  of  force  i  that  is,  if  they  are  ixx 
indulged  in  fome  ingenious,  learned,  and 
legal  methods  of  politely  preying  on  each 
other,  they  will  quickly  have  recouHe  to  fire 
and  fword.  * 

He  who  will  not  be  eheated  a  licde, 
will  be  abufed  a  great  deal,  and  by  that 
means  fuffer  no  lefs  in  his  fortune,  than  io 
his  reputation:  our  firft  leflbn,  therefore, 
in  the  art  of  ceconoipy,  Ihould  ever  be  id 
learn  how  to  permit  ourfelves  to  be  pith 
4  pcrly 
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pcrly  impofed  on,  in  due  proportion  to  our 
fituation  and  circumftances. 

No  two  qualities  in  the  human  mind  are 
more  eflcntially  different,  though  often  con- 
founded, than  pride,  and  vanity :  the  proud 
man  entertains  the  higheft  opinion  of  him* 
felf ;  the  vain  man  drives  only  to  infufc  fuch 
an  opinion  into  the  minds  of  others ;  the 
proud  man  thinks  admiration  his  due  j  the 
vain  man  is  fatisficd  if  he  can  but  obtain  it : 
pride  by  ftateiinels  deinands  refpeft  j  vanity 
by  little  artifices  folicits  applaufe:  pride, 
therefore,  makes  men  difagreeable,  and  va- 
nity ridiculous. 

Whoever  appears  to  have  a  great  deal  of 
cunning,  muft,  in  reality,  have  but  very 
little  i  for  if  he  had  much,  he  would  have 
enough  to  conceal  it. 

The  vice  of  ingratitude  cannot  be  fo  fre- 
quent as  it  is  ufually  reprefented ;  becaufe  the 
inftanccs  of  real  and  difinterefted  ooliga- 
tions,  from  whence  alone  it  can  proceed, 
are  very  rare. 

Applaufe  is  ndore  frequendy  acquired 
P  2  by 
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by  profufcncls,  than  by  charity;  that  is, 
by  fuffcring  ourfclvcs  to  be  impofed  on, 
than  by  bcftowing  our  money  on  proper 
objefts :  bccaufe  thofc  who  over-reach  us, 
look  upon  their  acquifitions  as  the  juft  re- 
ward of  their  own  fuperior  abilities,  and 
are  therefore  not  unwilling  to  publifh 
them  J  whereas,  thofc  who  receive  our 
donations,  feel  the  weight  of  obligations, 
always  implying  an  inferiority  which 
men  litde  care  to  remember,  and  lefi  to 
talk  of. 

Painters  of  human  nature,  like  thofc  of 
human  faces,  are  of  two  forts ;  the  one  give 
us  beautiful  piftures,  but  without  the  leaft 
refemblance  of  thofc  who  fit  for  them; 
the  other  draw  ftrong  likeneflcs,  but  for 
the  mod  part  fomething  uglier  than  the 
originals. 

Whoever  would  deceive  the  multitude, 
let  him  not  defpair  of  perfuading  them  to 
believe  any  one  thing  in  the  world  except 
truth. 

Advice  is  feldom  well  received,  well  in- 
tended. 
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tended,  or  produftive  of  any  good:  it  is 
feldom  well  received,  becaufe  it  implies 
a  fuperiority  of  judgment  in  the  giver  5  and 
it  is  feldom  intended  for  any  other  end, 
than  to  (hew  it:  it  is  feldom  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  the  giver,  becaufe  it  more  frequently 
makes  him  an  enemy,  than  a  friend ;  and 
as  feldom  to  the  receiver,  becaufe,  if  he  is 
not  wife  enough  to  aft  properly  without  it, 
he  will  fcarcely  be  wife  enough  to  diftinguifli 
that  which  is  good. 

He,  who  will  not  change  his  principles, 
will  find  himfelf,  in  a  little  time,  under  a  nc- 
ceflity  to  change  his  party. 

Liberty  is  a  fine- founding  word;  but 
mod  of  thofe  who  ufe  it,  mean  nothing 
more  by  it  than  a  liberty  to  opprefs  others, 
themfelves  uncontroulcd  by  any  fuperior 
authority. 

As  property  always  produces  power  fo 
power  is  always  convertible  into  property , 
therefore  it  is  demonftrable,  that  the  cor- 
ruption of  parliaments  muft  ever  incrcafe 
with  the  incrcafe  of  their  power,  and  can  be 
P  3  leffcned 
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ftnd  trading  intercfts  coincide}  in  nnoft 
they  are  diametrically  oppofite;  nor  are 
cither,  or  bodi  of  theni>  always  the  interdl 
of  the  public  ;  whofe  true  intereft  is  only 
to  keep  them  from  deftroying  each  other, 
and  involving  herfelf  in  dangers  and  ex- 
pences. 

The  landed  intereft  of  this  nadon,  like 
the  filly  and  defencelefs  (heep,  in  filence 
offers  its  throat  to  the  butchery  of  every 
adminiftration,  and  is  eat  up  by  every 
ravenous  profcffion;  while  the  trading 
intereft,  like  the  hungry  and  unmannerly 
hog,  devours  every  thing,  and  if  a  finger 
is  but  laid  upon  it,  the  whole  country  is 
diftrafted  with  the  outcry. 

It  is  not  ^  litde  furprifing,  that  man- 
kind have  in  all  times  fo  much  delighted  in 
war,  and  that  notwithftanding  all  the  mi(e- 
ries  it  has  brought  upon  diem,  they  fhould 
ftill  continue  to  rufh  into  it  with  as  much 
alacrity  as  ever;  the  true,  though  fccrct 
reafon  of  which,  is  certainly  this:  there  is 
implanted  in  human  nature,  corrupt  as  k 
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U,  fo  ftrong  an  approbation  of  virtue,  that 
however  determined  men  arc  to  indulge 
their  evil  inclinations,  they  never  enjoy 
them  with  any  fatisfaftion,  unlefs  they  can 
find  out  fome  means  of  hiding  their  defor- 
mities, not  only  from  the  eyes  of  others, 
but  even  from  their  own,  and  they  are  there- 
fore extremely  fond  of  every  expedient  that 
can  aflift  them  in  this  favourable  felf-de- 
ception,  and  procure  them  leave  to  be 
wicked  with  a  good  charafter,  and  a  good 
confclence :  now  war  is  of  all  others  the 
mod  effeftual  for  this  purpofej  as  it 
grants  us  a  plenary  indulgence  for  every 
vitious  dilpofition  in  the  human  mind  ex- 
empted from  all  punifliment,  or  even 
cenfure,  as  well  as  from  all  reluftance  and 
remorfe:  it  fo  dreffes  up  idlenefs  and 
profligacy,  malevolence  and  revenge, 
cruelty  and  injiiftice,  in  the  amiable  ha- 
bit of  zeal  for  the  glory  and  proiperity  of 
our  country,  that  we  can  give  a  loofe  to 
them  all,  not  only  with  the  applaufc  of 
4hc  world,  but  with  the  fincere  approba- 
tion 
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don  of  our  own  hearts ;  aod  of  iucii  b^ 
cftiniation  is  this  pnvil^e>  that  we  tfaink  k 
a  fufficienc  rccompcnce  for  all  the  nuicrics 
and  defolation,  which  the  mutual  excroic  of 
It  cannot  fail  to  introduce. 

Men*s  zeal  for  religion  is  much  of  the 
fame  kind  as  that  which  they  (hew  for  a  foot- 
ball :  whenever  it  is  contcfted  for,  every  one 
is  ready  to  venture  their  lives  and  limbs  in 
the  difpute ;  but,  when  that  is  once  at  an 
end,  it  is  no  more  thought  on,  but  fleeps  in 
oblivion,  buried  in  rubbifh,  which  no  one 
thinks  it  worth  his  pains  to  rake  into^  much 
Icfs  to  remove. 

In  religious  quarrels,  the  prc^x>(itioos 
in  difpute  are  generally  fuch  as  thofo  who 
impofe  them  cannot  believe,  and  dioie 
who  rejed  them  cannot  underftand:  and 
therefore  no  one  is  perfecutcd  for  not  be- 
lieving, but  for  not  profcfling  to  belicve» 
when  they  do  not;  that  is,  for  infokndy 
prefuming  to  be  either  wifer,  or  honefier 
than  their  perfccutorsj  an  affront,  which 
the  ftrongeft    fide    always    extremely    rc- 

fcntSj 
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fents,  and  feverely  punjfhes,  under  the  ter- 
rible denomination  of  obftinate  hcrefy. 

The  true  fcriptural  meaning  of  the 
word  Faith,  Icenns  nothing  more,  than  a 
docility  or  promptitude  to  receive  truth, 
and  of  Chriftian  Faith,  to  believe  the  di- 
vine authority  of  that  religion,  and  to 
obey  it's  precepts :  in  this  fenfe  furely  too 
much  merit  can  never  be  imputed  to  it; 
but  fince  this  denomination  has  been  fo 
undetermined,  that  no  two  ages,  nations, 
or  fefts,  have  affixed  to  it  the  fame  ideas, 
and  fo  abufed,  that  under  it  every  abfur- 
dity  that  knavery  could  cram  down,  or 
ignorance  fwallow,  have  been  compre- 
hended J  fince  it  is  ftill  capable  of  being 
fo  explained,  as  to  mean  any  thing  that 
an  artful  preacher  pleafes  to  impofe  on  an 
illiterate  audience,  the  laying  too  great 
a  ftrefs  upon  it  muft  be  highly  dange- 
rous to  the  religion  and  liberties  of  man- 
kind: but  the  propofing  it  as  a  compo- 
fition  for  moral  duties  is  of  all  others  the 
moft  mifchievous  dodlrinej  as  it  unhinges 

all 
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all  our  notions  of  divine  juftice^  and  dfau 
blifhes  wickednefs  upon  a  principle ;  and  it 
is  the  more  mifchievous,  as  it  cannot  fiiil  of 
being  popular,  becaufe,  as  it  b  ufually  in- 
culcated,  it  is  in  faft  nothing  more  than  of- 
fering to  the  people  a  licence  to  be  pro- 
fligate, at  the  eafy  price  of  being  abfurd ; 
a  bargain,  which  they  will  ever  readily 
agree  to. 

Mankind  live  all  in  mafquerade:  he, 
therefore,  who  mixes  with  them  unmaikcd 
is  always  ill  received,  and  commonly  abufcd 
by  the  whole  aflembly. 

As  man  is  the  only  rifible  animal,  fo  is  he 
the  only  ridiculous  one,  except  a  monkey, 
which  is  no  farther  ridiculous  than  it  rc- 
lembles  him. 

In  all  controverfies  one  may  obferve 
thofe  always  adhere  moft  obftinately  to 
their  opinions,  who  are  incapable  of  un- 
dcrftanding  the  fubjeft  of  the  difpute; 
and  this,  1  think,  might  naturally  be  cx- 
pefted;  becaufc  thofe,  who  have  aflfented 
to  propofitions  without    any   reafbn,     can 

pofldbly 
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poflibly  have  no  rcafon  for  Soubring  of  their 
truth. 

He  who  cxcrcifcs  no  trade  or  profeflion 
is  impofed  on  by  every  one,  without  any 
power  of  making  reprifals  :  he  is  like  a  man 
in  the  pillory,  pelted  by  all  without  being 
able  to  return  it :  he  has  but  one  chance, 
which  few  men's  fituation  or  abilities  will  ad- 
mit of,  which  is  that  of  retaliating  upon  the 
public. 

There  is  in  every  country  a  certain 
charafteriftic  of  tafte,  which,  during  the 
fame  period  of  time,  affefts  all  arts,  fci- 
ences,  and  profeflions,  in  a  fimilar  man- 
ner, though  perhaps  not  eafy  to  be  cx- 
preffed:  that  which  prevails  with  us  at 
prefent,  is  an  affeftation  of  fomething  fu- 
perior  to  nature  and  truth;  of  all  that 
excites  our  admiration,  rather  than  of 
what  fatisfies  our  judgment;  the  very 
fame  extravaganzas  run  through  all  our 
arts,  manners,  and  diverfions,  to  the  ut- 
ter negleft  of  all  true  beauty,  fimplicity, 
and  ufefulnefs:    thus  our    architedure   is 

difgraced 
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difgnced  with  the  tawdry  deformities  of 
Chinefc  ornaments;  our  muHc  has  ex- 
changed her  harmony  and  pathos  for  the 
tricks  of  jugglers,  and  our  dancing  her  dig- 
nity and  graces  for  tumbling  and  gri- 
mace; our  ubles  are  filled  with  uneatahk 
monllers  of  our  own  creation,  our  ftagcs 
with  an  unintelligible  jumble  of  harlequins 
and  heathen  deities,  and  our  poetry,  like  a 
carver's  (hop,  is  crowded  with  unmeaning 
ornaments,  without  any  place  to  which  they 
can  with  propriety  be  adapted  ;  our  politics 
(bar  into  impracticable  fpecularion,  and  our 
religion  runs  \jp  into  methodifm  and  mad- 
nefs. 

Lies,  by  being  a  long  while  repeated,  and 
circulated  through  many  hands,  acquire  b 
much  authority,  that  at  length  they  psSs  for 
truth  without  any  further  inquiry :  time  and 
repetition  have  the  very  Cimc  cffed  upon 
nonfenfe. 

A  lie  fent  out  into  the  world,  like  a 
bomb  difcharged  amongft  a  crowd,  buifis 
into  innumerable    pieces,     every    one    of 

which 
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which    carries    mifchief  with    it    in    its 
flight. 

Learning  and  liberty  are  excellent  things ; 
but,  like  tea  and  brandy,  they  are  extremely 
pernicious  in  the  hands  of  the  vulgar,  from 
the  mifchievous  ufe  which  they  are  fure  to 
make  of  them. 

One  of  the  moft  prevailing  principles 
at  prcfcnt  is,  to  truft  no  adminiftration 
with  any  power  whatever ;  yet,  to  ex- 
peft  of  every  adminiftration,  that  they 
Ihould  perform  things,  which,  without 
the  moft  arbitrary  power,  are  utterly  im- 
prafticable. 

Nothing  fo  much  manifefts,  as  well  as 
augments  the  weaknefs  of  a  ftate,  as  be- 
ing obUged  to  admit  men  into  power  by 
the  force  of  faction  and  oppolition  to 
power:  becaufe  this  continually  incites 
more  faftion,  and  more  oppofition  for  the 
fake  of  power,  and  at  the  fame  time  inca- 
pacitates all  who  thus  acquire  it  to  exer-- 
cife  or  retain  it;  every  fucceeding  oppo- 
fition grow  ftronger  by  experience  in  the 

arts 
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aits  of  diftrefling,  and  eveiy  adminifbl'* 
tion  weaker  from  inexperience  in  the  am 
of  governing;  for  oppofidon  is  the  nx)ft 
tinpromifing  fchool  in  which  a  miniller 
can  receive  his  educadon;  it  being  as 
unlikely  that  a  man  Ihould  learn  the  fcience 
of  government  by  the  prafticc  of  difturb^ 
ing  it,  as  that  he  fhould  acqiure  the  fkill 
of  an  architeft  by  pulling  down  houfes»  or 
the  trade  of  a  glazier  by  breaking  of 
windows. 

All  adminifbadon  of  government  muft 
he  unpopular  from  the  nature  and  eflence 
of  government  itfclf  j  for  the  nature  and 
eflence  of  all  government  is  nothing  more 
than  a  compulfion  of  individuals  to  zSt 
in  fuch  a  manner  for  the  fupport  of  fo^ 
ciety,  as  they  are  ncidicr  wife  nor  honeft 
enough  to  do  fix)m  the  fuggeftions  of  their 
own  heads  and  hearts;  this  compulfion, 
therefore,  muft  be  contrary  to  both  thdr 
judgments  and  inclinadons,  and  confe« 
quendy  unpopular ;  and  for  the  lame  rea- 
ion  always  more  unpopular  in  propordoii 
3  to 
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to  the  vigour  and  wifdom  with  which  it  is 
cxcrcifed. 

An  able,  honcft,  and  wife  minifter,  by 
various  particular  circumftances^  maybe  po- 
pular for  a  time ;  but  he  is  not  very  wife  if 
he  imagines  that  his  popularity  proceeds 
from  any  of  thefe  qualifications. 

The  fituation  of  a  minifter,  who  rifes  to 
the  fummit  of  power  on  the  wings  of  popu- 
larity, is  no  more  to  be  envied  than  th^t  of 
a  cat  who  is  carried  up  to  the  clouds  at  the 
tail  of  a  paper  kite :  whilft  it  lafts>  it  is  all 
but  fcrambling  and  giddinefs;  and  on  the 
firft  change  of  the  wind,  pr  bre^f h  of  the 
pack-thread,  down  he  tumbles. 

It  is  a  certain  (hough  a  (trange  truth,  that 
in  politics  almoft  all  principles  that  are  (pa- 
culatively  right  are  practically  wrong :  the 
rcafon  of  which  is,  that  they  proceed  on  a 
fuppofition  that  men  ad  rationally ;  which 
being  by  no  means  true,  all  that  is  built  qn 
fo  falfe  a  foundation^  on  experiment  &lls  p 
jthe  ground. 

Vo^.  II,  q;  One 
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One  of  thcfe  falfe  principles,  amongft  a 
thoufand  which  we  hear  daily  aflerted  for 
truth,  is  this,  that  thofewho  are  poileflfed 
of  moft  property  will  fight  beft  in  its  de- 
fence: this  appears  to  be  true,  becaufe  it 
would   be  true  if  men   fought   from   ra- 
tional motives ;  but   as  they  do  not  it  is 
juft  the  reverie  of  truth,  as  the  hiftory  of 
all  ages  and  nations  fufEciently  teftifies,  in 
which  we  fee  that  all  poor  countries,  that  is 
thofc  who  have  leaft  property,  have  always 
been  mofl-  valiant,   and  moft  fucccfsfiil  in 
war;  and,  in  rich  countries,  property  has 
been  ever  beft  defended  by  thofc  who  have 
none. 

Another  principle  of  the  lame  kind  is, 
that  national  bufinefs  would  be  moft  hap- 
pily tranfafted  by  parliaments  totally  in- 
dependent: this  too  in  fpecularion  has  the 
appearance  of  truth,  but  in  experience 
none  of  the  reality;  becaufe  the  fuppo- 
firion  on  which  it  is  founded  is  utterly 
falfe,  which  is,  that  the  individuals  of  fuch 
parliaments,  uninfluenced  by  all  fclf-inte- 

rcft. 
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tt&,  And  th^  conne6tiohs  proceeding  froiti 
it,  would  be  diredted  by  their  judgments 
to  chufe  the  moft  falutary  meafures^  and 
bound  by  their  confciences  to  purfiwi 
themj  whereas,  in  fa£t|  the  rriajority  of 
numerous  affemblies  have  neither  judg- 
ments to  diftinguilh  right,  nor  confciences 
to  tie  them  to  the  purfuit  of  itj  and  if 
uninfluenced  by  all  real  or  imaginary  in* 
tereft,  will  infallibly  do  mifchief,  or  no- 
thing at  all. 

There  are  many  who  are  equally  zea* 
lous  for  the  deftruftion  of  all  prerogative  as 
well  as  parliamentary  influence  j  whichj 
though  extremely  abfurd,  is  not  inconfiftent 
with  the  principles  of  modern  patriotifm> 
the  fundamentals  of  which  are,  that  all  go- 
vernment is  an  impofition  of  the  few  upon 
the  many,  which  they  ought  perpetually  to 
endeavour  to  fhake  off,  and  that  the  people 
ought  to  be  governed  by  themfelvcs  onlyj 
that  is,  in  other  words,  not  to  be  governed 
at  all* 

The  meaneft  abilities  may  eafily,  by 
0^2  inflaming 
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inflaming  faftions,  reduce  a  goverament  to 
fo  weak  and  ruinous  a  condition^  that  die 
moft  confummate  wifdom  cannot  reftore  it  to 
vigour  and  tranquillity  ;  as  a  fool  or  a  mad- 
man, with  a  farthing  candle^  may  cade 
fuch  a  conflagradon  in  a  city  that  the 
wifeft  of  its  inhabitants  may  be  unable  co 
exdnguifh. 

If  any  one  fancies  that  a  peopk  can  be 
governed  without  force  or  corruptkxi, 
merely  by  purfuing  right  mealbres^  as  wc 
hear  frequendy  advanced  by  men  totally 
ignorant  of  human  nature  and  human 
bufinefs^  let  him  make  the  experiment  in 
a  finglc  parifh,  ^nd  if  there,  without  com- 
pulfion,  power,  influence^  or  gratuity, 
folely  by  the  ftrength  of  reafbn  and  nx)- 
dves  of  public  udlity,  he  can  perfuade 
the  inhabitants  to  fubmit  to  equal  and  ne« 
ceflary  taxes,  to  repair  their  roads^  ereft 
bridges,  indofe  commons,  drain  marihes, 
and  employ  their  poor,  or  perform  any 
other  works  of  general  and  mutual  ad- 
▼tlbtag^s  I  fay*  if  he  can  accompKlh  this, 

let 


let  him  retain  his  opinion;  but  if  he 
finds  it  utterly  imprafticable,  let  him  ooc 
expefb  that  it  can  ever  be  done  in  a 
whole  nation^  in  which  there  are  fo  many 
&£tions,  interefts>  and  abfurdities  to  contend 
with. 

Political  authors^  of  all  others^  have  the 
lead  underftood  their  fubjed ;  which  is 
not  furprifing,  (ince  authors  are  generally 
fpeculative  men»  and  all  knowledge  of 
this  kind  entirely  pra6Hcal;  wherefore 
he  who  has  (ludied  Ariftotle  and  Plato» 
Grotius  and  PufFendorffj  in  his  cloiet>  will 
be  lefs  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  go- 
verning than  the  meaneft  attorney,  or  the 
lowed  alderman  of  the  lowed  (Corporation  : 
thefe  may  probably  make  no  fmall  profi- 
ciency in  the  fcience ;  for  all  human  bufi- 
nefs  is  miferably  funilar ;  the  mod  augud 
fenate  being  actuated  by  the  fame  princi- 
ples>  and  managed  by  the  fame  arts  as  the 
mod  contemptible  pariih  vedry  j  the  plot 
and  conduft  of  the  drama  is  much  the 
0^3  ^ame. 
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tioh>  (Kould  thus  pnrfue  miichief  fer  ^ 
Teriion»  and  be  delighted  in  proportion  td 
the  miferies  he  occafioned?  I  fay^  wbaf 
ilame  could  we  find  detefbible  etiou^  bt 
fbch  i,  being  ?  ytt  let  us  conlider  it  impar^ 
dally,  and  we  fhall  find  that>  with  regan] 
CO  inferibr  Creatures^  juil  fuch  a  being  is  a 
f^rtfman. 

Was  a  fuperior  being,  who  had  never 
viflted  this  terreftrial  globe,  infi^rmcd  bj^ 
another  who  had,  that  it  was  inhabited  by 
creatures  called  men,  who,  though  wcD 
able  to  make  themfelves,  that  is  each  other> 
happy,  yet  were  perpetually  labouring  to 
introduce  univerfal  mifery  by  their  mutual 
injuries  i  that  thoufands  of  thefc  creatures 
were  perpetually  employed  in  plundering, 
ftarving,  maiming^  and  murdering  each 
other;  that  they  did  and  fuffered  all  this 
in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  a  few  of 
the  moil  wicked  and  worthlefs  individuals 
of  their  own  fpecies,  whom  they  neither 
knew  or  cared  for,  or  perhaps  ever  fawi 
if  he  was  toki  at  the  fame  dme  that  dieie 

crcatura 
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Creatures  were  endued  with  reafoDi  free-^ill, 
reflcaion,  forcfight,  and  love  of  felf-prefer- 
vation^  he  would  certainly  look  upon  this  in- 
formation as  the  fi^ions  of  a  traveller^  and 
never  be  perfuaded  that  fuch  creatures  could 
ever  really  exift  in  any  part  of  the  univerfe. 

If  that  tenet  of  quakerifrtij  that  war  is  ab* 
folutely  unlawful^  is  not  ftriftly  true,  it  is 
certainly  very  near  it  -,  for  all  wars  muft  be 
unjuft,  and  confequently  unlawful  on  one 
fide,  and  they  are  moftcommonly  fo  on  both 
at  their  conunencement,  and  always  in  their 
pn^e& 
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PARLIAMENTARY    REFORM. 

TH  E  great  objcdl  of  a  parliamentary 
reform  I  take  to  be  this,  to  procure 
a  parliament  totally  independent  on  the 
crown  and  its  miniftersj  in  which  no 
member  (hall  be  intimidated  by  power, 
feduced  by  hopes,  or  corrupted  by  intc- 
reft :  this  feems  at  prefent  to  be  the  chief 
purfuit  of  all  our  political  doftors;  the 
grand  fpecific  which!  alone  can  cure  all 
our  national  diforders,  and  reftore  our 
broken  conftitution  to  its  original  vi- 
gour. 

On  this  important  fubjeft  two  quef- 
tions  offer  themfclves  for  our  confidera- 
tionj    firft.    What    are    the    moll    likely 

means 


means  to  obtain  fuch  a  parliament;  and 

fccondly.  What  would  be  the  cficds  of  it  if 

obtained. 

For  the  firft,  innumerable  have  been 
the  fchemcs  prefentcd  to  the  public  by 
real  and  pretended  patriots,  that  is,  by 
diofe  who  have  more  honefty  than  fenfc, 
and  thofe  who  have  more  fenie  than  ho- 
nefty. Some  have  been  for  Ihortening 
the  duration  of  parliaments  to  three,  and 
fome  to  one  year :  fome  have  recom- 
mended voting  by  ballot,  as  the  mod  ef- 
fectual method  to  put  an  end  to  bribery; 
others  have  difapproved  it  as  inconfiftent 
with  that  open  avowal  which  ought  to  ac- 
company every  aft  of  a  Britifti  freeman : 
fome  have  propofed  to  annihilate  all  the 
fmall  and  corrupt  boroughs,  and  to  add 
the  fame  number  of  reprefentatives  which 
they  now  fend  to  the  feveral  counties: 
fome  to  add  to  the  counties,  and  not  to 
disfranchife  the  boroughs  ^  others  to  abo- 
lifti  the  boroughs,  without  any  addition  to 
the  counties:  fome  to  enlarge,  and  fome 

tD 
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to  diminifh  the  qualificaclons  of  the 
cledors ;  and  others  to  require  no  qualifi-^ 
cation  at  all,  but  to  allow  every  man  a 
vote,  who  is  not  difqualificd  by  nature, 
for  want  of  reafon,  or  by  law,  for  the 
commiffion  of  fome  crime :  but  as  very 
few  have  agreed  in  any  one  of  thefc  pro- 
pofitions,  and  no  one  has  been  able  to 
form  any  fatisfaftory  plan  out  of  them 
all,  I  fliall  not  here  enter  into  any  difcuf- 
fion  of  their  merits,  or  make  any  compa* 
fifon  between  them;  but  ftiall  only  fay, 
that  of  all  thefe  plans,  diat  of  giving  a 
right  of  voting  univerfally,  together  with 
annual  deftions,  appears  to  be  the  moft 
uniform,  confident,  and  efFedhial;  it  has 
indeed  one  capital  dcfeft,  which  is,  that 
it  is  abfolutely  and  utterly  impradtcable  ^ 
but  I  do  not  mention  this  as  an  objc6lion, 
fo  far  from  it,  that  I  think  it  is  its  chief 
excellence,  and  is  what  induces  me  to  pre- 
fer it  to  all  the  reft. 

To  be  convinced  of  the  imprafticability 

•f  this  (cheme,  let  us  but  figure  to  our- 
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felves  muldtudea  of  all  defcripdcMis  ml 
denominations  called  out  to  exercife  dior 
right  of  voting,  inflamed  by  contcft  aad 
intoxicated  by  liquor;  labourers  and  no- 
nufafhirers  of  every  kind,  above  and  un- 
der ground;  weavers  from  their  looms, 
and  miners  from  tinneries,  and  coal-picj 
iailors  from  their  fhips>  and  fbldiers  from 
their  quarters;— to  whom  wc  muft  add| 
thoufands  of  thieves^  fmugglers,  rogues^  ?a- 
gabondsj  and  vagrants :  I  fay,  let  us  figure 
to  ourfelves  all  thefe  relpedlablc  clefion 
let  loofe  in  one  day  throughout  every  part 
of  the  kingdom,  and  fuch  a  fcenc  of  confix 
Ii6n>  of  drunkennefs  and  riot,  of  raping 
murder,  and  conflagration,  will  prefentic^ 
felf,  as  muft  fhock  us  with  horror,  even  in 
imagination. 

Nor  would  it  be  poflible  to  cany  on,  or 
ever  to  conclude  elefUons  in  which  die 
voters  are  fo  innumerable,  and  coofc'* 
quendy  fo  unknown.  They  muft  be  pol- 
led in  one  of  thefe  two  ways  ;  they  muft 
cither  be  admitted  only  to  vote  in  the  pa- 
^  riibci 
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riffles  to  which  they  belong,  or  permitted 
to  be  polled  in  whatever  place  they  hap* 
pened,  or  chofe  to  be  at  the  time  of  the 
cleftion :    fliould    the    firft  of  thefe    me- 
thods be  adopted,  the   acceptance  or  re-* 
jeftion  of  every  vote   might  be  attended 
with  the  trial  of  a  fettlement,  and  counfid 
learned    in    the   law    be    heard    on   both 
fides:    if  the  latter,  crowds  fo  numerous, 
and   fb  iiknnown    to  the    candidates,  and 
all  whom  they  could  employ  to  poll  diem, 
would  prefs  into  every  place,  where  mo- 
ney   and    liquor    flowed    in    the   grcateft 
abundance,  that    the  chief  part   of  them 
might  vote  in  ten  different  places,  or  tea 
times   in    the    fame    place    undifcovercd ; 
and  if  thefe    elections  were  annual,    one 
could   not    be    finifhed   before   the   other 
began. 

Another  reafon  which  perfuades  me 
that  this  fcheme  is  impradticable,  is,  that 
I  cannot  forefee  any  clafs  of  men  whoie 
intereft  or  inclination  would  not  induce 
them  to  oppofe  it:  the  landed  gendeman 

would 


C   ^40    3 

would  not  much  approve,  that  every  pao> 
P«r»  gypfy>  vagrant,  and  kaft  of  all  every 
poacher,  fhould  enjoy  as  great  a  fhare  is 
the   legiflature    as    him(elf|     the    dty  of 
London    will   never    confent     that    eveij 
drayman,    hackney-coachman,    and    chim- 
ney-fweepcr,    Ihould    be     veiled   with   as 
good  a  vote  as  th^  lord  mayor  and  alder- 
men,  nor  die  livery  be  defirous  of  adoiic- 
ting    fo    numerous  an    addition    to    their 
refpe£bble    fraternity:      the     corporatioo( 
throughout  the  kingdom,  will   never  Tub- 
mit  to  have  their  confeqqence  annihilated 
by  a  pardcipadon  of  their  privil^;es  witb 
fo    innumerable   a   multitude;    nor   do  I 
think    that  very  multitude,  or  the  pec^ 
at   large,   would  be  extremely    zealous  to 
fupport  it:  at  firft,  indeed,  when  they  arc 
told,  that  they  Ihall  all  be  legiflacors,  ob- 
liged to  obey  no  laws  but   of  their  gwn 
making,  nor  pay  any  taxes    but  of  their 
6wn  impofmg,  and  that  every  one  of  them 
(ball  have  as  good  a  vote  for  a  parliament 
man  as  the  Sqyire  or  the  paribuj  and  iT- 

CoUe^ 


t  241  ] 

doUcft  that  this  vote  has  ever  been  zi 
good  as  ready  money;  they  will  perhaps 
be  a  little  elated  and  delighted  with  theur 
new  acquifition;  but  when  they  are  bet- 
ter informed^  and  underftand^  that  the  in^* 
tent  of  this  fcheme  is  to  prevent  all  bri- 
bery and  corruption,  and  will  preclude 
them  from  receiving  one  (hilling  or  one 
dram  of  gin  for  their  votes,  they  will  re- 
jeft  this  ufelcfs  donation  with  contempt; 
and  there  will  not  be  a  tinker,  who  will 
not  choofe  rather  to  mend  a  kettle  for  fix- 
pence,  thail  the  conftitution  for  nothing, 
nor  a  labourer,  who  will  not  make  faggots 
rather  than  laws,  nor  a  pick-pocket,  who  will 
not  prefer  the  exercife  of  his  profeflion  at  an 
clcftion  to  giving  his  vote. 

But  was  this  fcheme  of  univef fal  reprc-^ 
fentation,  or  any  other  of  the  propoied  plans 
of  reformation  pradticable,  and  purfued, 
certain  I  am,  that  they  would  not  in  the 
lead  contribute  to  the  great  end,  which  is 
the  formation  of  an  independent  parlia- 
ment, bccai2fe  reaibn   does  not    perfuade 
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aic,  that  elcdors  the  mod  ignorant  and 
profligate,  the  mod  neceflltous  and  ve* 
nalj  would  return  members  more  incor* 
rupt  than  the  prefent;  nor  does  experi* 
ence  teach  me,  that  ten  or  twent7  confti' 
tuents  would  chufe  reprefentatives  Icfs 
able  or  lefs  honeft  than  ten  or  twenty 
thouland.  I  am  firmly  convinced,  both 
by  reafon  and  long  experience,  that  no 
alteration  in  the  mode  of  eledion,  or  in 
the  eledors  themfelves,  would  produce 
any  change  in^e  eledted ;  in  them  lies  the 
fource  of  the  evil,  which  no  external  ap« 
plication  can  approach:  whether  they,  are 
cholen  by  a  greater  or  a  lefs  number^  by 
counties  or  boroughs,  by  the  rich  or  by 
the  poor,  by  ballot  or  by  audible  voices, 
the  parliament,  when  aflfembled,  will  be 
juft  thefiune;  difierent  modes  of  election 
may  make  fome  difierence  in  the  trouble 
and  expcnce  of  the  candidates,  and  may 
difiercndy  aSe£b  the  morals  of  the  peo* 
pie,  and  the  peace  of  the  country,  buc 
will  make  no  difierence  in  the  reprefenta-- 
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tive  body  when  brought  together,  and  it 
is  of  little  figniiication  by  what  mcnxi$ 
they  come  there:  the  majority  of  any 
legiflative  aflembly,  confiding  of  fivt 
hundred  and  fifty  members,  in  the  fam^ 
circumftances  and  fitugdon,  will  infallibly 
g£t  in  the  fame  manner  -,  if  their  fttua^ " 
cons  diflS^*,  their  proceedings  will  diflS^ 
with  them.  In  thj^  weaknei^  of  infyot 
^tes,  and  in  perilous  times;,  they  wiH 
be  more  intent  on  the  fafccy  of  the  conv^ 
munity,  becaufc  their  own  is  immcdiatplf 
inclyded  in  it;  but  when  the  dong^  n 
removed,  they  wiU  be  more  influenced  }if 
the  views  of  incereft  smd  ambition,  tbef 
will  (plit  infx>  &£tions  m^  parties,  md  lift 
under  contending  kader^  and  ^^Mne^fiies 
prefer  their  int^rftO:  or  their  awn  Co  f)uit 
of  thw  country.  Their  corrup^on  will 
nlways  injsneafe  in  proportion  tA  their 
power,  becaqfe  they  have  more  tp  fell  and 
^re  more  nece0iiry  to  be  bought;  Thoif 
fvho  cannot  make  Ihift  with  iiach  a  parlia* 
fwpt,  m3!lt  havp  none,  bcranfc  it  is  ittht 
R  2  fofSlfif 
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pofllble  for  any  mode  of  clc6Kon,  or  fpc- 
cies  of  cicftors,  to  choofe  a  better,  unlcfs 
they  could  make  men,  as  well  as  mem- 
bers. 

Let  us  now  (ee  what  would  be  the  ef* 
fe^  of  this  independent  parliament,  if  ob- 
tained.    By  an  independent  parliament,  b 
the  language  of  the  prefent  times,  is  to  be 
underftood  a  parliament  in  which  the  ma- 
jority would    oppofe  any    adminiftradon : 
now- no  arguments  are  neceflary  to  prove, 
that  with  fuch  a  parliament  no  public  bu- 
finefs   whatever   could  be  tranfafbed,   nor 
any  government  fubfift.      But   it  will  be 
faid,  this  is  not  what  is  wiflied  for,  but  one 
in   which  the    members   (hall    be    always 
ready  to  fupport  the  meafures  of  minifters, 
when     right,    and    to    refill    them    when 
wrong,    unawed,    and     uninfluenced,    and 
guided  only  by  the  dictates  of  their  own 
judgment  and  confcience.      This     indeed 
is  what  every  wife  man  would  defire,  but 
no  wife  man  will  expefb  to  fee,  as  no  iiich 
aifembly^  if  numerous,  )evcr  cxified  in  this 

or 


[     245    ] 

or  in  any  country,  from  the  beginning  of 
the   world  to  the  prefcnt  hour,  nOr  ever 
can,   unlefs    mankind  were  melted  down, 
and  run  in  a  new  mould  :  as  they  are  now 
formed,  in  every  numerous  aflcmbly  thftc 
muft  be  forae  who  have  no  judgment,  and 
others .  who  have  no  confcience,  and  fome 
who  have  neither:  take  away  felf-intereft, 
and  all  thefe  will  have  no  ftar  to  (leer  by, 
but  muft  fail  without  a   compafs,  jud:  as 
the  gales  of  favour,  or  refcntment,  of  po- 
pular abfurdity,  or  their  own  Ihall  direft 
them;  a   miniftcr  therefore   muft   be  pof- 
fefled  of  fome  attradtive  influence,  to  en- 
able him  to  draw  together  thefe  difcordant 
particles,  and  unite  them  in  a  firm  and  fo- 
lid  majority,  without  which  he  can   pur- 
fue    no    meafures.  of  public    urility  with 
fteadinefs    or     fuccefs.       An    independent 
Houfe    of   Commons   is  no  part  of  the 
EngliOi    conftituiion,     the    excellence     cf 
which  confifts  in  being  compolcd  of  tlir<  e 
powers,     mutually     dependent     on     each 
other ;  of  thefe,  if  any  one  was  to  become 
R  3  independent 
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i^kpoAeAt  of  die  odier  tfwo,  it  muft  eo' 
^rofs  the  whole  power  to  idel^  and  thefisnn 
of  otir  govermnent  Would  be  immedkrir 
changed^  This  an  lAdepetidcnt  Houfe  d 
CommoAs  afttially  perfbrmed  in  die  kft 
eenturyj  murdered  the  king»  annUiihttd 
the  peers,  and  eftabUihed  tht  worft  kind  </ 
democracy  that  ever  exifted  j  ind  the  lame 
eonfufion  would  infallibly  be  repeaid» 
Ihould  we  ever  be^  fo  tinfortunate  as  lo  fee 
toothen 

A  numerous  aflembly    tmrnflueneed  b 
as  much  a  creature  of  the  imaginadons  as  t 
griffin  or  a  dragon}  the  one  created  by  the 
poets^  the  other  by  ignorant  or  defigpii^ 
politicians*     Parliaments    have  ewr  been 
iofluencedi  and  by  that  means  our  confii- 
tudon  has  fo  long  ftibfifted ;  but  the  end 
and  nature  of   that  influence   is  perpeni* 
ally    milreprerented    and     mifiindcfftoocL 
They  are  feldomi  very  feldom^  bribed  tD 
injure  their  Country,  becaufe  it  is  HMom 
the  intereft  of  minifters  to  injure  it  i  but 
the  great  feurce  of  corruption  is^  that  diey 
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will  not  &rvc  it  for  nothing.  Men  ^ 
into  parlianoent  in  purfuit  of  power^  ho^ 
nours,  and  prcferments>  and  until  they 
obtain  thems  determine  to  obftrud  all 
bufmeis,  and  to  diftrefs  government  i  but 
happily  for  their  country,  they  arc  no 
(boner  gratified,  than  they  are  equally 
2ealous  to  promote  the  one,  and  fupport 
die  other. 

Upon  the  whole,  under  the  fame  nKxle 
of  elcftions,  and  under  parliaments  not 
lefs  influenced  than  the  prefent,  this  na- 
tion has  not  only  fubfifted  for  many  years, 
but  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  wealth,  ho- 
nour, power,  and  dominion,  and  might 
ftill  have  prefefved  them,  if  the  means  of 
that  influence  had  been  fufficicnt  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  demands  of  ambition,  and  the 
hunger  of  faftion.  But  even  now,  if  we 
furvey  the  condition  of  every  country  on 
the  globe,  and  compare  it  with  our  own, 
we  fliall  And  abundant  reafon  to  be  con* 
tented:  there  are  in  it  feme  evils,  and 
much  good,  which   is    the  utmoft  which 
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1117  kaman  inftimtion  win  adimt  cC  We 
have,  indeed,  coo  much  oraDorj,  too  much 
libertT,  too  much  debt,  and  too  mmj 
taxes;  but  then  we  have  pleotf,  and  may 
have  peace,  if  we  pleafe :  we  have  Iccuiity 
to  our  peiibns  and  properties,  and  czceUeot 
laws,  juflly,  though  not  very  cheaply  admi- 
niftered ;  we  have  a  parliament  not  worfe, 
apd  a  king  a  great  deal  better  than  we  de- 
ferve,  and  therefore  I  (hall  coochide  with  the 
words  cf  Shakefpear, 
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SCHEME 


F  O  K      THE 


CQALITION  OF  PARTIES. 


1782. 


OBSERVING  it  fcvcral  times  an- 
nounced  in  the  papers,  that  a  cer- 
tain able  politician  would  ihortly  oblige 
the  world  with  a  Scheme  for  the  Coali- 
tion of  all  Parties :  I  have  long  waited 
with  much  impatience  for  a  fighc  of  fo  de- 
0rable  a  work,  from  fo  eminent  a  hand; 
but  having  been  hitherto  difappointed,  I 
thought  I  could  not  employ  a  few  leifure 
hours  more  beneficially  for  my  country, 

than 


I    ^5o    3 

than  in  adding  my  inconfiderablc  endeavours 
for  the  difcovery  of  this  important  fcattj 
and  that,  the  more  heads  were  employed  in 
a  defign  fo  ufefol,  the  Iboner,  and  the  more 
compleady,  it  would  be  fini(hed.  If  the 
fcheme  of  that  ingenious  gentleman  fliould 
exaftly  correfpond  with  mine,  "much  wdght 
will  be  added  to  my  propofal ;  but,  if  they 
ihould  differ  in  a  few  particulars,  the  im- 
pardal  and  infalUble  public  may  take  dxir 
choice. 

1  fhall  not  here  follow  the  cxamjJe  of 
our  modem  reformers,  civil  and  ecdcfi- 
aftical,  in  pullbg  down  without  rebuilding, 
complaining  withowt  redreffing,  and  oppo- 
fmg  withviut  propofing ;  but  (hall  offer  a 
plain  and  fimple  fcheme,  which  I  am  fure 
will  be  effeftual,  and  hope  will  be  uno- 
ceptionable  to  men  of  all  parties,  connezionSi 
and  denominations;  as  it  cannot  &il  to  pro- 
mote all  their  interefts,  as  well  as  that  of  die 
puUic. 

Before    I    prefmned    to     prefor3)e    I 

thought  it  right  to  inveftigate  the  caofe  of 

3  the 


the  difcafc }  and  therefore  have  dil^entty 
enquired   whed>er   our   prefent  diflendons 
hare   arifen,    as  formerly,  from   any   dif- 
ferences of  opinions,  or  any  contfadidory 
articles  in  our  political   creeds;    but,   on 
the  ftrifteft  examination,  I  can  find  no  fuch 
differences   to  extft  J  parties  I  fee  many^ 
but  cannot  difcern  one  principle  amongft 
them ;  they  arc  neither  Whigs  nor  Tories, 
Monarchy -men  nor  Republicans,  High- 
church  nor  Low-church,  Hanoverians  nor 
Jacobites:  they  have  all  aded  alternately' 
on  all  thefe  principles,  as  they  have  ferved 
a  prefent  occafion;   but  have  adhered  to 
none  of  them,  nor  even  pretended  to  pro- 
fefs  them:   they  have  all  been  ready  to 
fupport  government,  whenever   they  have 
enjoyed  the  adminiftration  of  it;  and  al- 
moft  all  as  ready  to  fubvert  it,  whenever 
they  were  excluded.     I  fee  few,  very  few, 
who  have  formed  the  moft  diftant  inten- 
tions  of  deftroying    the    government,    or 
changing  the  conftiturion  of  this  country; 
but,  I  am  afraid,  I  fee  as  few,  who  fcruple  to 
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plunge  them  both  into  the  moft  inuntoent 
danger}  rather  than  be  ftopped  in  the  inid 
career  of  their  headlong  ambitioa:  from 
■whence  it  appears  to  mc  plainly  dcrnot- 
ftrable,  that  all  our  prefent  dilTentioos  « 
nothing  more  than  an  outrageous  comcft 
for  power  and  profit,  there  being  no  oriw 
caufe  from  whence  they  can  poffibly  be 
derived.  He,  therefore,  who  can  point 
out  a  method  to  put  an  end  to  this  con- 
teft,  need  enquire  no  farther;  the  work i$ 
done,  and  a  cordial  and  lafting  coalidoo 
■will  immediately  enfue. 

In  order  to  qualify  myfclf  for  this  tafk, 
and  forming  fuch  a  coalition,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  recoUcdt  all  the  plans,  which 
have  hitherto  been  ofiered  in  writing  or 
converfation,  for  this  purpofe;  and  I 
cannot  remember  one,  that  contained  any 
thing  more,  dian  diis  fliort  propofal,  to  dif- 
mifs  all  at  that  time  in  adminiftradon,  and 
to  admit  the  propofer  and  his  friends  into 
their  places,  which  he  always  calls  a  coa- 
lition, and  recommends  as  the  only  mc- 
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thod  to  reftore  concord  to  a  nation,  which 
he  fails  not  to  reprefent  as  much  out  of 
humour  as  himfelf.  Although  this  plan 
may  probably  be  perfeftly  right,  as  it  has 
been  uni  serially  adopted  by  all  parties  in 
their  turns ;  yet  it  has  of  late  been  tried  with 
fo  litde  fuccefs,  that  I  would  by  no  means 
have  it  repeated,  and  therefore  it  (hall  make 
no  part  of  my  propofal. 

I  have  likewife  confulted  fome  of  the 
moft  indigent,  thinking  them  the  moft 
difinterefted,  patriots,  ftruggling  for  that 
liberty  and  property  of  which  they  them- 
fehres  enjoy  fo  fmall  a  (hare,  whofe  icnti- 
ments  therefore  had  great  weight  with  me 
on  this  important  fubjeft:  but  thefc  all 
unanimoufly  agree,  that  no  concord,  or 
coalition,  can  or  ought  to  take  place,  un- 
til an  efFedtual  place-bill  and  annual  par* 
liaments  fhall  be  eftablifhed;  that  thefe, 
and  thefe  alone,  can  put  an  end  to  our 
diflfentions,  by  extirpating  venality  and 
corruption,  and  rcftoring  to  us  an  inde- 
pendent and  honeft  reprefentation  s  but  fo 

dull 
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duU  am  I  of  apprehenfion,  that  the  fihi- 
tary  effe£b  of  thefe  reguIadoDS  do  not 
appear  to  me  quite  fo  clear;  becauic^ 
though  I  know  that  honefty  will  make 
men  independent,  yet  I  do  not  fee  that 
independence  will  make  them  honefti 
nor  that  a  parliament^  if  not  honeft,  will 
be  the  Icfs  dangerous  for  being  indq>ea- 
dent.  Nor  can  I  comprehend,  that  mul- 
tiplying corrupt  eleftions  will  (Hit  aa 
end  to  corruption;  nor  that  the  more 
frequent  returns  of  tn^cafiyc  contefb 
will  promote  the  choice  of  thole  who 
have  the  leaft  money  to  ipendi  nor,  if 
fuch  fhould  be  chofeni  that  they  would 
be  more  independent  becaufb  they  weif 
poorer,  and  confequently  had  'more  wants 
to  be  fatisficd ;  all  this  may  be  very  good 
logic,  buc  it  does  not  ftrike  very  forcibly 
on  my  underftanding ;  and  therefore  neither 
of  thefe  regulations  (ball  be  admitted  imp 
my  fyftem. 

I    Ihall  prefcribe   no  remedies    for  na* 
OQOal  dUbrders^  the  efiedb  of  which  I  am 

not 
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not  able  to  anfwer  forj  which  perhaps 
after  a  long  circuit  through  every  veflcl 
of  the  body  politic  may  produce  conic* 
quences  diredUy  contrary  to  my  inten- 
tions; andj  inftead  of  curing  the  prelent 
complaints,  render  them  much  woHe, 
or  produce  a  new  difeafe,  more  dangerous 
and  more  difficult  to  conquer :  I  (hall  ra* 
ther  ftrike  at  once  at  the  great  root  of  all 
political  evils,  which  every  one  knows  is 
the  miniftry  itfelf ;  and  therefore,  inftead 
of  recommending  annual  parliaments,  I 
(hall  propole  an  annual  adminiftration ; 
in  which  fingle  regulation  my  whole 
(cheme  is  comprehended,  and  which  I 
would  have  conftituted  in  the  following 
manner. 

On  the  firft  day  of  every  feflion  of  par* 
liament,  before  any  bufmefs  fhould  be 
proceeded  on,  an  um  or  box  fhould  be 
placed  on  the  table  of  each  houfe,  in 
which  fhould  be  depofited  fmall .  pieces 
of  paper,  infcribed  with  the  names  of  all 
the  great  offices  in    the  ftate,  houfhold,. 

trcafury, 


trcaluiy,   and    admiralty,     and    iealed  up 
with  the    greateft  fecrccy    and    care,  At 
names   of  thofc   offices   which  arc  ufuaBf 
appropriated    to    the     members    of  cadi 
houfc  being  put  into  their  relpcdkivc  boxes. 
I  would  then  propole,  that    a  committtc 
of  thirty  from  the  peers,  and  one  hundred 
from   the  commons,  of  their    moil  confi- 
derable   members,   (hould     be    chofen  bf 
ballot,  or  the  whole  be   admitted,  if  that 
Ihould  give  more  fatisfaftion,  who  (houki 
draw  out  thefe  tickets    from   thcx  uras  or 
boxes,  and  immediately  take  pofleflion  of 
whatever    poft  fortune    fhould     thus  fling 
into  their  hands,  and  keep    it  unmolcflri 
and  irremovcable  during  the  next  enfiiicg 
year,    their    commiffions   being   made  out 
accordingly :  as  to  all  inferior  places,  diey 
Ihould  remain  in  the  fame  hands,  to  pit- 
vent  any  confufion  or  interruption   in  die 
bufmefs  of  the  publi,   until    they  become 
vacant  by  deaths  or  promotions,  and  then 
they  ihould  be  filled  up   by  the  principals 
io  ca«h  department    for  the  time  beings 
i  by 
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fey  which  mfcaHs  they  will  all  hare  cquil 
opportunities  bf  providing  for  their  friends 
and  adherents^  who  will  not  then  bie  very 
numerous,  or  much  wanted,  when  offices 
are  attainable  only  by  the  foregoing  me- 
thod. 

This  fchdme  neceffarily  puts  an  end  to 
all  contefts  for  power  and  profit,  and  ^ith 
them  to  venality,  corruption,  and  all  our 
political  difeafes^  which  arc  but  then-  una- 
voidable confequences :  when  nothing  can 
be  obtained  by  contention,  we  fliall  con* 
tend  ho  more;  peace  and  harmony  will 
return,  and  this  mueh-fought-for  coalition 
immediately  be  efiefted.  It  is  alfo,  like 
all  other  great  difcoveries^  fo  fimple  and 
obvious  a  remedy^  that  it  is  not  a  little 
furprifing  that  it  Ihould  not  have  been 
before  hit  upon  by  fome  of  thofe  nume- 
rous ftate  phyficians^  who  daily  fhidy, 
and  prefcribe  to  the  national  conftitu- 
tion. 

But,  in  order  the  better  to  explain  its 
operations,  and  ihcw  its  falutary  cffcds,  I 
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fliall  confider  it  under  the  following  heads; 
how  it  will  affe6t  the  king,  how  the  admi- 
niftration,  how  the  oppofition,  and  how  the 
nation.  And  here  I  beg  leave  to  prcmik, 
that  by  thefe  I  would  not  be  underftood  to 
mean  thofe  only  who  now  fill  thofe  fitua- 
tions^  but  all  kings,  adminiftrationsj  and  op- 
pofitions,  that  do,  or  (hall  at  any  time  exift 
hereafter. 

Firft  then  as  to  the  king ;  I  ann  fenfibfe 
that  this  fcheme  will  rob  him  of  one  d[ 
the  choiceft  of  his  prerogatives,  the  dif- 
pofal  of  all  offices  of  truft  and  profit; 
wifely,  as  fome  have  thought,  placed  in 
his  royal  hands  by  the  conftitution  for  the 
moft  falutary  purpofes ;  though  improper- 
ly in  the  opinion  of  others,  to  whofe  ihare 
none  of  them  have  fallen;  therefore  I 
fhould  by  no  means  advife,  that  lb  cajn- 
tal  and  fo  hazardous  an  alteration  ihould 
be  made  permanent  by  law,  but  only 
tried  for  a  few  years,  as  an  experinnen^ 
whofe  confequences  cannot  be  weU  alcer- 
tained  until  they  become  vifible  by  prac- 
tice. 
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tlcJe.  But,  however  it  may  affeft  the  rights 
of  the  crown,  it  will  ccrt^nly  relieve  the 
|x>fle(Ibr  fix)m  innumerable,  trouble;  the 
jewel  here  taken  awly  is  indeed  one  df 
its  richcft,  yet  it  is  one  ot  the  heavieft 
loads  on  the  head  of  the  wearer,  and  can- 
not fail  to  convert  it  into  a  crown  of 
thorns.  It  is  indeed  a  prodigious  power; 
but  it  is  a  perplexing  power,  which  ferves 
only  to  make  the  many  folicitors  who  muft 
be  refufed  angry,  and  the  few  who  are 
obliged  ungrateful:  it  is  indeed  a  pre* 
eminence  of  roplty>  but  it  is  a  painfiil 
pre*eminence ;  and  to  relinquifh  it^ 
would  be  an  efcape  from  moft  of  the  dif« 
quietudes  which  attend  that  exalted  but 
uneafy  fituatiom  Could  this  be  done» 
a  wife,  a  juft,  and  virtuous  prince  would 
no  longer  lie  under  the  difagreeable  necef-^ 
fity  of  preferring  knaves  for  their  in* 
trigueS)  profligates  for  their  abilities>  and 
fools  for  their  connexions;  nor  any  more 
be  molefted  with  addreiS»,  remonftrance% 
and  petitions;  for  no  excluded  partyi  if 
S  a  mf 
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my  fchemfc  was  eftabliihed,  wotild  ever 
addrefs  to  remove  an  adminiflrarion,  which, 
like  a  butterfly,  could  furvivc  but  one 
feafon ;  none  would  remonftrate  againft 
grievances^  which,  by  their  acquifidon  of 
places  would  all  be  very  foon  redreflcd; 
norpetidon  to  diflblve  a  parliament, 
which  will  probably  fall  ready  made  into 
their  owri  hands  in  the  courfc  of  a  few 
months^ 

From  minifters  in  pofleflion  only  I 
expeft  dbje£kions;  but,  if  they  would 
conlidcr  how  gready  this  fchcmc  will  coo- 
tribute  to  their  own  eafe  and  advantage 
objedts  to  which  they  ufually  pay  fome 
regard,  they  cannot,  I  tlunk,  rcfufe  k 
their  concurrence:  for  whenever  they 
Ihall  be  fo  fortunate  as  by  this  means  to 
get  into  power,  they  will  be  fure  to  keep 
it  for  a  whole  twelve-mondi  i  and  not 
only  keep  it,  but  keep  it  unmolefied  bf 
all  oppofidon:  for,  when  power  is  liiiB 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Fortune  ihe  akoe 
can  be  blamed  for  the  unfiicce&lul  cfibra 
a  if 
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of  ambition,  and  the  difappointment  of 
men's  own  imaginary  merit.  This  will 
exempt  all  minifters  from  the  moft  difa- 
greeable  cmbarraffments  of  their  office; 
they  will  no  longer  be  obliged  to  negleft 
their  fupporters,  and  promote  their  adver- 
faries,  nor  to  reward  every  one  in  propor- 
tion as  they  abufe  them;  a  conduft, 
which  though  habit,  I  know,  renders  lefs 
painful  than  might  be  Imagined ;  yet  muft 
ever  be  inconvenient,  becaufe  it  cannot 
fail  to  create  new  adverfaries,  and  new 
abufes.  They  will  no  longer  be  depen- 
dent on  the  caprice  of  a  miftrefs  or  a  fa- 
vourite, nor  even  on  the  will  of  their  {(y- 
vereign  himfelf;  nor  will  they  be  dif- 
trefled,  if  they  Ihould  be  fo  uncommonly 
unfortunate,  as  to  have  to  deal  with  a 
prince,  who  has  not  one  vice,  attach- 
ment, or  prejudice  by  the  indulgence  of 
which  he  can  be  cither  purchafcd  or  con- 
trouled.,  They  will  no  longer  be  obliged 
to  court  the  humours,  or  fatisfy  the  de- 
jfn^nds  of  an  infatiable  parliament;  ncxr 
S  3  reduced 
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reduced    to  the    humiliating  necefBty  of 
fi^uent  applications  to  recruit  the   rcvc* 
nues  of  the   civil  lift,  exhaufted    by  cor- 
ruptmg  men  to    be   honeft,   and     paying 
them  for  that  fupport  to   government,  for 
which    their  own  intercft  and  diity   ought 
to  have  been  fufiicicnt  inducements  j  and 
whenever  they  are  difplaced  by  this   rota- 
tion, they  can  have  no  caufe  to  be  angrjr, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  tempted  to  difgracc 
thcmfelves,  by  inlifting  immediately   into 
oppofition,     by    unfaying    all    they    have 
faid,  undoing  all  they  have  done,  defeat- 
ing    every     meafure     which     they    had 
adopted,    and    facrificing    their    principles 
lind    charafters    to    gratify    their     rcfent- 
ments.     As   they  will  have  little  to   pro- 
mife,  and  lefs  to  beftow,  they  will  be  littk 
troubled   with  thofe  two  worft  fpecies  of 
perfecutors,    their  friends,  and  their  ene- 
mies;   they  will  no  longer  be  baited  in 
fenates,  reviled    in    news-papers,    and  in- 
fulted  in  the  ftreets;  and  both  their  pro- 
ipifc$  and  their  windows  will  \)e  Ids  frc- 

3  H^^^ 
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quendy  broken ;  in  ihort,  they  will  oftener 
be  able  to  dine  as  regularly,  to  fleep  as 
quietly,  and  walk  as  fecurely,  as  the  mofi: 
inflgniHcant  man  in  the  kingdom.  I 
ihall  add  but  one  other  inducement  to 
prevail  on  minifters  to  agree  to  my  pro- 
pofal  s  an  inducement,  which  perhaps 
they  may  think  too  inconfiderable  to  be 
mentioned  s  which  is  this,  that  by  it  they 
will  be  placed  in  a  fituation,  in  which  they 
may  be  capable  of  doing  fome  fervice  to 
their  country;  in  which  they  may  enjoy 
kifure  and  quiet,  fufficient  to  enable 
them  to  form  and  execute  fome  plans  for 
the  regulation  of  our  police,  the  re-efta- 
bliftiment  of  our  government,  and  pay- 
ment of  our  debts  i  all  which,  in  their 
prefent  (late  of  being  pilloried  and  pelted, 
are  utterly  imprafticable.  If  there  ihould 
be  any  in  adminiflration,  who  are  (killed 
in,  or  fond  of  play,  their  patronage  1  may 
furely  depend  on,  as  my  fcheme  will  af^ 
ford  them  a  new  and  entertaining  game, 
in  which  Fortune  will  be  the  dilpo(er  of 
S4  all 
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dl  good  things ;  a  lady,  with  whom  di^y 
have  had  k  long  an  intimaqr,  and  with 
whom  they  may  be  prefumcd  to  have  no  in- 
confiderable  intercft. 

To  the  oppofition,  I  think,  few  argu- 
ments need  be  ufed,  to  perfuade  them  tq 
ftjpport  a  fcheme  fo  manifcftly  calculated 
for  their  advantage;  which  will  immedi- 
ately extricate  them  from  a  laborious  and 
unprofitable  fituation,  and  give  them  an 
equal  chance  with  others  of  acquiring  the 
moft  honourable  and  profitable  offices  in 
the  ftate,  of  which  at  prefent  they  feem  to 
have  no  chance  at  all.  Whenever  they 
ftiall  be  fo  lucky,  as  to  be  elefted  by  this 
means  into  power,  they  will  then  enjoy  all 
the  benefits  which  I  have  juft  now  enume^* 
rated,  in  the  fituatiop  of  minifters;  an4 
whenever  they  (hall  be  unfortunately  ex- 
cluded, their  condition  even  then  will  be 
much  preferable  to  their  prefent ;  for  they 
will  be  delivered  from  the  troublefomc  and 
barren  occupation  of  fruitlefs  oppofidon, 
which  will  thencxift  no  more:  they  will 
therefore  no  longer  be  obliged  to  toil  and 

fwear. 
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fWeat,  ivhole  days  and  nights,  in  fupport-# 
ing  queftions,  which  ihcy  difapprove:  and 
motions,  which  they  neither  expefb  nor  wilh 
to    carry;    they   wiil    no    more    be    ob? 
liged    to    expend   their  own    fortunes  in 
forming    clubs,    cementing     fadions,    fot 
menting   tumults,    and    purchafing    peti- 
tions, on  die  bare  poITibility  of  being  fome 
time  OF  other  reimburfed   by  the  public. 
They  will  no  longer  be  compelled  to  de- 
ceive the  people,  whofe  interefts   they  re- 
gard ;  to  debafe  the  charaAer,  and  abandon 
the  privileges  of  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
of  which  they  are  members :  or  to  infult 
the  Sovereign,  whom  they  love  and  ho- 
nour,  and  whofe  favour  is  their  principal 
purfoit;   nor,    if  all   thefe  fhould  f^il,  to 
call  in  a  patriotic  plague,  famine,  or  war, 
to  their  affiftance:  this  conduft,  I  know, 
is  ftriftly  juftifiable,  from    neceflity,    and 
fidelity  to  connexions,  and  warranted   by 
precedents  innumerable  and  immemorial; 
but  yet,  on  reflexion,  muft  certainly  be  dif- 
agreeable  to  hpneft  and  ingenuous  minds. 

Bcfides 
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Belides  an  exempdon  fixmi  tfade  Herco- 
lean  Iaboun>  they  will  acqmrCy  even  dur- 
ing their  exclufion^  no  inconfidcnblc 
pecuniaiy  advantage ;  for  the  reverfionarj 
chance  of  a  lucrative  place  in  the  choice 
of  next  year  will  fetch  no  contempdUe 
fxn  in  the  prefent;  and  I  doubt  not^  as 
ibon  as  any  fcheme  (ball  be  eftablifhcd, 
will  be  as  exaAly  calculated,  and  as  readi- 
ly done  at  Jonathan's,  as  a  Lottery  Tic- 
ket, or  Bank  or  India  Stock,  for  the  open- 
ing. 

Let  lis  now  fee  how  this  my  fcheme 
will  affedb  the  nation.  And  here  I  dif- 
cern  a  mod  agreeable  profpedt;  for  I  fee 
an  end  to  all  parliamentary  contefts,  the 
offspring  of  felf-intereft,  and  parent  of 
torruption;  and  with  it  an  end  to  all 
thofe  fadions  and  difcontents,  thofe  mif« 
condu£b  and  misfortunes,  which  have  di- 
vided and  difb-efTed  this  country  for  above 
half  a  century: 

*'  Hdcfontc  derivata  clades 
^  ]n  pairiam  fopulumque  JIuxii.*' 

From 


From  this  impure  fource  they  have  all  pro* 
ceedcd;  from  this  has  every  calamity 
iflued,  that  has  overflowed  the  land :  it  was 
this  that  produced  a  Spanifh  war  in  the 
year  i739>  which  produced  a  French  war, 
which  after  a  (hort  peace  produced  another 
French,  another  Spanifh,  a  German,  and 
American  war;  thcfc  produced  a  national 
debt  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions, 
with  innumerable  and  never-ceafing  taxes 
to  defray  their  intcreftj  thefe  have  pro- 
duced loans,  jobbs,  contracts,  and  all  man* 
ner  of  plunder ;  thefe  have  produced  pri- 
vate riches  and  public  poverty,  which  have 
produced  high  price  of  provifions,  dear- 
nefs  of  labour,  complaints  of  manufac- 
turers, luxury  and  idlenefs,  riots,  and  tu- 
mults, with  all  thofe  numerous  grievances, 
which  the  nation  really  feels,  or  fancies 
that  Ihe  feels,  from  her  prefcnt  nervous 
difpofition. 

All  thefe,  I  queftion  not,  will  be  pre-? 
vented  in  future  by  my  propofal ;  to 
lyhich  I  have  never  heard  any  objedions, 

except 
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except  the  two  following,  which  I  flull  ea« 
deavour  to  anfwer. 

Firil,  that  thefe  annual  changes  in  ad- 
mlniftration   will    occafion   fuch     continual 
changes  in  meafures,   that  no    fyftem,  fo- 
reign or  domeftic,  could  be  purfued  widi 
fieadinefs  and  effeA.      To    this    I    replF» 
that,  under  the   prefent  mode  of  govern- 
menty    this  mud  certainly  be  the    confe- 
quence    of  fuch    frequent    changes;    but, 
under  the  reguladons  of  my  fcheme,  thcjr 
will  have  no  fuch  operations ;  bccaufe  the 
new    miniftry,   bdng    introduced    without 
conteft,   will    be    under  no    neceffity  of 
counteracting    every   meafure    which   had 
been  adopted   by  the  old  :    they    will  not 
be  mortgaged  to  old  connexions   and  dd 
animofmes,  nor  embarrafled  by  old   prin- 
ciples and  old  profeflions;  and    therefore 
they  will  not  be  obliged  in  honour  to  in- 
volve the  nation  in  a  war,  becaufe  the  laft 
miniftry  had  concluded    a  peace  j  nor  to 
relinquifh     taxes     of  which     they     mi^ 
^vail  thcmfclvcs,  bccaufe  tiicy  had  former- 


i  269  ] 

ly  voted  againft  thcmj  nor  to  wink   « 
libels,  and  indulge  riots,  becaufe  they  had 
once  been  ufefiil;  nor  to  ruin  thcmfelves 
by  the  fame  arts  by  which  they  had  ruined 
their   predeccffors,    to  prove  the  confift- 
cncy  of  their  condudt.     This  rotation  of 
minifters    will    therefore  be    fo   far  from 
changing  fyftems,    that  it  will  contribute 
very  much  to  continue  them :  for,  if  any 
one   adminiftration    fhould  happen  to  fix 
upon  any  one  fyftem,  the  reft,  having  no 
inducement  to  alter  it,  will  probably  pilr- 
fue  it  in  preference  to  the  trouble  of  find- 
ing out  another.     But  if  the  worft  ihould 
happen,   and  no  fyftem  at  all  be  purfued^ 
the    nation    perhaps  might  not  fufibr  fo 
much    as    may    be    ima^ned;   for   what 
fyftem    can  we  remember  to  have  been 
ever  ftriftly  adhered  to    in  this  country, 
except   this>    that    oppofition    (hould    do 
mifchief^    and  minifters  embarrafled  by  a 
perpetual    war&re  do  nothing  ?    and   yet 
under  this   we  have    conftancly  gone  on 

improving! 
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improving  in  wealthy  trade,  libeit)r>  powcfi 
and  profpcrity,  to  this  hour* 

The  other  is,  that  if  all  oppofidon  is 
by  this  fcheme  put  an  end  to^  there  will 
remain  no  check  upon  evil  ininifters>  aod 
the  people  will  be  lefi:  a  defencelels  prey 
to  their  tyranny  and  rapacity.  This,  in- 
deed, is  a  formidable  objedioni  and  h 
tenacious  am  I  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  fo  jealous  of  the  encroachments 
of  minifterial  power,  that,  if  I  thought 
my  propofal  would  be  attended  with  con« 
fequences  fo  £ital,  I  would  inftantly  aban- 
don it,  in  fpite  of  all  the  parental  fbndncfi 
of  a  proje£tor.  But  of  this  I  cannot  enter^ 
tain  the  leafl  apprehenfions  i  for  although 
it  will  defVroy  all  oppofition  in  parliamenti 
where  it  is  feldom  honeft,  and  ahrays 
hurtful ;  yet  it  will  leave  it  in  fiill  vigour 
amongfl:  the  people,  where  it  is  often  ho- 
neft, and  feldom  injurious  to  the  public: 
enough  of  it  will  remain  in  the  hearts  and 
mouths  of  common-council«men,  livery- 

mcn» 
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men,  and  freeholders,  to  watch  over  Ac 
conduft  of  miniftcrs ;  here  is  its  native 
foil,  and  here  it  ought  always  to  be  oil* 
tivated:  but  whenever  it  takes  root 
amongft  the  great,  whenever  it  (hoots  up 
into  courts,  councils,  and  fcnztesj  it  foon 
degenerates  into  felfifh  and  angry  &Aions» 
who,  under  a  pretended  zeal  for  the  welfare 
of  the  public,  are  contending  only  who 
(hall  firft  lacrifice  it  to  the  mean  ends  of 
private  ambition  or  avarice ;  for  true  Eng- 
lifti  oppofition  to  government  is  like  that  " 
rcfpe6table  animal  the  true  Englilh  malbfii 
who,  when  permitted  to  prowl  and  roar 
about  the  yards  and  out-houfes,  is  a  £ddi- 
ful,  honeft,  and  intrepid  guardian  j  but,  if 
admitted  into  the  drawing-room,  beconnes 
a  very  ofFenfive  and  a  very  dangerous  vi- 
fitor. 

And  here,  by  the  bye,  I  cannot  but  ap- 
plaud the  honeft  fagacity  of  that  honour- 
able fociety,  the  Supporters  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  who  have  declared  eternal  war 
with  all  great  men^  efteeming  them  dange<« 

rous 
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